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Sub No. Organisation Local Board

7 Albert‐Eden

38 Albert‐Eden

40 Albert‐Eden

48 Albert‐Eden

55 Albert‐Eden

56 Albert‐Eden

71 Albert‐Eden

80 Albert‐Eden

84 Albert‐Eden

87 Albert‐Eden

89 Albert‐Eden

94 Albert‐Eden

113 Albert‐Eden

123 Albert‐Eden

140 Albert‐Eden

152 Albert‐Eden

157 Albert‐Eden

165 Albert‐Eden

169 Albert‐Eden

175 Albert‐Eden

179 Albert‐Eden

186 Albert‐Eden

189 Albert‐Eden

198 Albert‐Eden

200 Albert‐Eden

202 Albert‐Eden

209 Albert‐Eden

224 Albert‐Eden

268 Albert‐Eden

271 Albert‐Eden

279 Albert‐Eden

319 Albert‐Eden

360 Albert‐Eden

361 Albert‐Eden

425 Albert‐Eden

426 Albert‐Eden

445 Albert‐Eden

455 Albert‐Eden

479 Albert‐Eden

505 Albert‐Eden

614 Albert‐Eden

648 Albert‐Eden

651 Albert‐Eden

691 Albert‐Eden

770 Albert‐Eden

808 Albert‐Eden

810 Albert‐Eden

822 Albert‐Eden

824 Albert‐Eden

854 Albert‐Eden



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

911 Albert‐Eden

930 Albert‐Eden

967 Albert‐Eden

977 Albert‐Eden

1052 Albert‐Eden

1054 Albert‐Eden

1077 Albert‐Eden

1082 Albert‐Eden

1090 Albert‐Eden

1117 Albert‐Eden

1129 Albert‐Eden

1136 Albert‐Eden

1173 Albert‐Eden

1174 Albert‐Eden

1179 Albert‐Eden

1191 Albert‐Eden

1201 Albert‐Eden

1220 Albert‐Eden

1222 Albert‐Eden

1242 Albert‐Eden

1248 Albert‐Eden

1332 Albert‐Eden

1358 Pt Chevalier Sailing Club Albert‐Eden

1364 Albert‐Eden

1365 Albert‐Eden

1406 Albert‐Eden

1410 Metro Mt Albert Sports Club Albert‐Eden

1411 Metro Football Club Albert‐Eden

1412 Metro Softball Club Albert‐Eden

1428 Albert‐Eden

1447 Albert‐Eden

1457 Albert‐Eden

1461 Albert‐Eden

1479 Mt Albert Residents Association Inc Albert‐Eden

1480 Albert‐Eden

219 Aotea/Great Barrier

435 Aotea/Great Barrier

461 Aotea/Great Barrier

541 Aotea/Great Barrier

617 Aotea/Great Barrier

1252 Aotea/Great Barrier

1356 Aotea/Great Barrier

1416 Aotea/Great Barrier

11 Devonport‐Takapuna

12 Devonport‐Takapuna

29 Devonport‐Takapuna

49 Devonport‐Takapuna

54 Devonport‐Takapuna

83 Devonport‐Takapuna

160 Devonport‐Takapuna



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

163 Devonport‐Takapuna

207 Devonport‐Takapuna

235 Devonport‐Takapuna

236 Devonport‐Takapuna

247 Devonport‐Takapuna

278 Devonport‐Takapuna

469 Devonport‐Takapuna

474 Devonport‐Takapuna

500 Devonport‐Takapuna

501 Devonport‐Takapuna

520 Devonport‐Takapuna

535 Devonport‐Takapuna

552 Devonport‐Takapuna

567 Devonport‐Takapuna

593 Devonport‐Takapuna

613 Devonport‐Takapuna

654 Devonport‐Takapuna

655 Devonport‐Takapuna

657 Devonport‐Takapuna

748 Devonport‐Takapuna

807 Devonport‐Takapuna

856 Devonport‐Takapuna

1010 Devonport‐Takapuna

1043 Devonport‐Takapuna

1055 Devonport‐Takapuna

1056 Devonport‐Takapuna

1101 Devonport‐Takapuna

1113 Devonport‐Takapuna

1141 Devonport‐Takapuna

1189 Devonport‐Takapuna

1193 Devonport‐Takapuna

1208 Devonport‐Takapuna

1216 Devonport‐Takapuna

1223 Devonport‐Takapuna

1287 Devonport‐Takapuna

1315 Devonport‐Takapuna

1335 Devonport‐Takapuna

1355 Devonport‐Takapuna

1360 Devonport‐Takapuna

1385 Devonport‐Takapuna

1414 Devonport‐Takapuna

1417 Devonport‐Takapuna

1463 Milford Residents Association Inc. Devonport‐Takapuna

59 Franklin

62 Franklin

151 Franklin

194 Franklin

197 Franklin

244 Franklin

251 Franklin



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

260 Franklin

275 Franklin

297 Franklin

346 McRent NZ / Pokeno Franklin

347 Franklin

406 Franklin

457 Franklin

494 Franklin

540 Franklin

545 Franklin

550 Franklin

612 Franklin

646 Franklin

690 Franklin

797 Franklin

955 Franklin

962 Franklin

964 Franklin

980 Franklin

1062 Franklin

1073 Franklin

1075 Franklin

1085 Franklin

1095 Franklin

1103 Franklin

1120 Franklin

1126 Franklin

1131 Franklin

1135 Franklin

1175 Franklin

1214 Franklin

1295 Franklin

1366 Franklin

1445 Franklin

1451 Franklin

1455 Franklin

1488 Franklin

1489 Franklin

32 Henderson‐Massey

77 Henderson‐Massey

105 Henderson‐Massey

137 Henderson‐Massey

167 Henderson‐Massey

192 Henderson‐Massey

206 Henderson‐Massey

212 Henderson‐Massey

252 Henderson‐Massey

314 Henderson‐Massey

327 Henderson‐Massey

485 Henderson‐Massey



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

518 Henderson‐Massey

572 Henderson‐Massey

583 Henderson‐Massey

640 Henderson‐Massey

921 Henderson‐Massey

1021 Henderson‐Massey

1130 Henderson‐Massey

1192 Henderson‐Massey

1268 Henderson‐Massey

1294 Henderson‐Massey

1349 Henderson‐Massey

1530 Henderson‐Massey

1596 Henderson‐Massey

1 Hibiscus and Bays

2 Hibiscus and Bays

9 Hibiscus and Bays

16 Hibiscus and Bays

25 Hibiscus and Bays

27 Hibiscus and Bays

50 Hibiscus and Bays

65 Hibiscus and Bays

72 Hibiscus and Bays

74 Hibiscus and Bays

85 Hibiscus and Bays

95 Hibiscus and Bays

101 Hibiscus and Bays

108 Hibiscus and Bays

109 Hibiscus and Bays

155 Hibiscus and Bays

182 Hibiscus and Bays

183 Hibiscus and Bays

193 Hibiscus and Bays

195 Hibiscus and Bays

208 Hibiscus and Bays

210 Hibiscus and Bays

229 Hibiscus and Bays

230 Hibiscus and Bays

246 Hibiscus and Bays

255 Hibiscus and Bays

261 Hibiscus and Bays

269 Hibiscus and Bays

293 Hibiscus and Bays

305 Hibiscus and Bays

307 Hibiscus and Bays

308 Hibiscus and Bays

315 Hibiscus and Bays

316 Hibiscus and Bays

318 Hibiscus and Bays

320 Hibiscus and Bays

323 Hibiscus and Bays



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

324 Hibiscus and Bays

325 Hibiscus and Bays

326 Hibiscus and Bays

391 Hibiscus and Bays

450 Hibiscus and Bays

473 Hibiscus and Bays

477 Hibiscus and Bays

483 Hibiscus and Bays

486 Hibiscus and Bays

492 Hibiscus and Bays

493 Hibiscus and Bays

499 Hibiscus and Bays

517 Hibiscus and Bays

536 Hibiscus and Bays

539 Hibiscus and Bays

542 Hibiscus and Bays

544 Hibiscus and Bays

549 Hibiscus and Bays

562 Hibiscus and Bays

568 Hibiscus and Bays

573 Hibiscus and Bays

589 Hibiscus and Bays

607 Hibiscus and Bays

609 Hibiscus and Bays

625 Hibiscus and Bays

659 Hibiscus and Bays

661 Hibiscus and Bays

662 Hibiscus and Bays

664 Hibiscus and Bays

666 Hibiscus and Bays

667 Hibiscus and Bays

668 Hibiscus and Bays

669 Hibiscus and Bays

672 Hibiscus and Bays

674 Hibiscus and Bays

705 Hibiscus and Bays

742 Hibiscus and Bays

773 Hibiscus and Bays

817 Hibiscus and Bays

848 Hibiscus and Bays

859 Hibiscus and Bays

897 Hibiscus and Bays

898 Hibiscus and Bays

900 Hibiscus and Bays

942 Hibiscus and Bays

959 Hibiscus and Bays

966 Hibiscus and Bays

972 Hibiscus and Bays

976 Hibiscus and Bays

984 Hibiscus and Bays



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

992 Hibiscus and Bays

1017 Hibiscus and Bays

1034 Hibiscus and Bays

1040 Hibiscus and Bays

1041 Hibiscus and Bays

1044 Hibiscus and Bays

1053 Hibiscus and Bays

1112 Hibiscus and Bays

1138 Hibiscus and Bays

1148 Hibiscus and Bays

1162 Hibiscus and Bays

1163 Hibiscus and Bays

1168 Hibiscus and Bays

1169 Hibiscus and Bays

1177 Hibiscus and Bays

1186 Hibiscus and Bays

1206 Hibiscus and Bays

1209 Hibiscus and Bays

1210 Hibiscus and Bays

1218 Hibiscus and Bays

1240 Hibiscus and Bays

1243 Hibiscus and Bays

1244 Hibiscus and Bays

1247 Hibiscus and Bays

1249 Hibiscus and Bays

1257 Hibiscus and Bays

1265 Hibiscus and Bays

1289 Hibiscus and Bays

1305 Hibiscus and Bays

1307 Hibiscus and Bays

1311 Hibiscus and Bays

1328 Hibiscus and Bays

1341 Hibiscus and Bays

1351 Hibiscus and Bays

1376 Hibiscus and Bays

1397 Hibiscus and Bays

1415 Hibiscus and Bays

1453 Hibiscus and Bays

1462 Hibiscus and Bays

1464 Hibiscus and Bays

1472 Hibiscus and Bays

1474 Hibiscus and Bays

1476 Hibiscus and Bays

1477 Hibiscus and Bays

1498 Hibiscus and Bays

1612 Hibiscus and Bays

20 Howick

23 Howick

33 Howick

52 Howick



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

135 Howick

144 Howick

150 Howick

266 Howick

337 Howick

427 Howick

463 Howick

466 Howick

471 Howick

495 Howick

506 Howick

581 Howick

633 Howick

642 Howick

663 Howick

774 Howick

782 Howick

833 Howick

886 Howick

913 Howick

929 Howick

975 Howick

998 Howick

1019 Howick

1087 Howick

1099 Howick

1104 Howick

1109 Howick

1111 Howick

1114 Howick

1123 Howick

1140 Howick

1172 Howick

1184 Howick

1196 Howick

1202 Howick

1271 Howick

1303 Howick

1306 Howick

1314 Howick

1338 Howick

1347 Cockle Bay Residents and Ratepayers Association (CBRRA) Howick

1367 Howick

1374 Howick

1429 Howick

1446 Howick

1448 Howick

1465 Howick

1468 Howick

8 Kaipātiki



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

41 Kaipātiki

47 Kaipātiki

64 Kaipātiki

70 Kaipātiki

102 Kaipātiki

107 Kaipātiki

116 Kaipātiki

132 Kaipātiki

139 Kaipātiki

142 Kaipātiki

149 Kaipātiki

153 Kaipātiki

171 Kaipātiki

245 Kaipātiki

250 Kelpstrewn.com Kaipātiki

270 Kaipātiki

273 Kaipātiki

274 Kaipātiki

296 Kaipātiki

298 Kaipātiki

424 Kaipātiki

462 Kaipātiki

489 Kaipātiki

490 Kaipātiki

528 Kaipātiki

532 Kaipātiki

543 Kaipātiki

574 Kaipātiki

582 Kaipātiki

585 Kaipātiki

637 Kaipātiki

639 Kaipātiki

643 Kaipātiki

821 Kaipātiki

855 Kaipātiki

858 Kaipātiki

871 Kaipātiki

872 Kaipātiki

873 Kaipātiki

1016 Kaipātiki

1057 Kaipātiki

1061 Kaipātiki

1063 Kaipātiki

1132 Kaipātiki

1185 Kaipātiki

1197 Kaipātiki

1261 Generosity Coffee Kaipātiki

1267 Kaipātiki

1272 Kaipātiki

1280 Kaipātiki



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1308 Kaipātiki

1313 Kaipātiki

1423 Kaipātiki

1426 Kaipātiki

1503 Birkenhead Residents Association Kaipātiki

46 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

88 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

127 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

164 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

222 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

364 Wilderness Motorhomes Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

459 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1199 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1203 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1204 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1228 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1259 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1263 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1266 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1331 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1390 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1421 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1454 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1475 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1487 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1552 Friends of the Farm Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1554 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1555 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1556 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

1557 Māngere‐Ōtāhuhu

173 Manurewa

184 Manurewa

365 Manurewa

429 Manurewa

597 Manurewa

1116 Manurewa

1121 Manurewa

14 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

21 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

97 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

119 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

134 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

141 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

145 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

154 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

277 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

284 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

285 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

301 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

310 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

329 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

370 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

384 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

399 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

421 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

460 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

465 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

480 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

491 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

498 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

509 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

516 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

525 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

531 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

537 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

584 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

606 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

631 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

670 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

671 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

707 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

758 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

838 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

944 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1032 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1049 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1065 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1068 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1118 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1119 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1159 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1188 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1334 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1369 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1418 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1431 Onehunga Cricket Association Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1466 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1473 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1482 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1492 The Onehunga Combined Sports Trust Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

1559 Maungakiekie‐Tāmaki

58 Not supplied

125 Not supplied

180 Not supplied

332 Not supplied

386 Not supplied

610 Not supplied

628 Not supplied

665 Not supplied

775 Not supplied



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

865 Not supplied

870 Spaceships Rentals Not supplied

1002 Not supplied

1125 Not supplied

1195 Not supplied

1324 Federated Farmers Not supplied

1493 Not supplied

1494 Not supplied

1495 Not supplied

1496 Not supplied

1497 Not supplied

1499 Not supplied

1500 Not supplied

1502 Not supplied

1504 Not supplied

1507 Not supplied

1509 Not supplied

1510 Not supplied

1511 Not supplied

1512 Not supplied

1513 Not supplied

1517 Not supplied

1518 Not supplied

1521 Not supplied

1525 Not supplied

1528 Friends of Madill's Farm Not supplied

1529 Not supplied

1531 Not supplied

1532 Not supplied

1533 Not supplied

1534 Not supplied

1535 Not supplied

1536 Not supplied

1537 Not supplied

1538 Not supplied

1539 Not supplied

1540 Not supplied

1541 Not supplied

1542 Not supplied

1543 Not supplied

1544 Not supplied

1545 Not supplied

1546 Not supplied

1562 Not supplied

1563 Not supplied

1567 Not supplied

1571 Not supplied

1574 Not supplied

1575 Not supplied

1576 Not supplied



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1577 Not supplied

1578 Not supplied

1579 Not supplied

1580 Not supplied

1581 Not supplied

1583 Not supplied

1584 Not supplied

1585 Not supplied

1587 Not supplied

1594 Not supplied

1604 Not supplied

1611 Not supplied

1614 Not supplied

1615 Not supplied

1616 Not supplied

1617 Not supplied

3 Ōrākei

10 Ōrākei

15 Ōrākei

19 Ōrākei

24 Ōrākei

26 Ōrākei

30 Ōrākei

31 Ōrākei

43 Ōrākei

57 Ōrākei

66 Ōrākei

67 Ōrākei

75 Ōrākei

81 Ōrākei

82 Ōrākei

96 Ōrākei

110 Ōrākei

131 Ōrākei

143 Ōrākei

158 Ōrākei

166 Ōrākei

177 Ōrākei

199 Ōrākei

213 Ōrākei

253 Ōrākei

272 Ōrākei

280 Ōrākei

304 Ōrākei

317 Ōrākei

321 Ōrākei

358 Ōrākei

369 Ōrākei

372 Ōrākei

373 Ōrākei



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

374 Ōrākei

375 Ōrākei

376 Ōrākei

377 Ōrākei

378 Ōrākei

379 Ōrākei

380 Ōrākei

381 Ōrākei

382 Ōrākei

383 Ōrākei

385 Ōrākei

387 Ōrākei

388 Ōrākei

389 Ōrākei

390 Ōrākei

392 Ōrākei

393 Ōrākei

394 Ōrākei

395 Ōrākei

396 Ōrākei

397 Ōrākei

398 Ōrākei

403 Ōrākei

404 Ōrākei

407 Ōrākei

409 Ōrākei

410 Ōrākei

411 Ōrākei

412 Ōrākei

413 Ōrākei

414 Ōrākei

415 Ōrākei

416 Ōrākei

417 Ōrākei

418 Ōrākei

419 Ōrākei

423 Ōrākei

428 Ōrākei

433 Ōrākei

441 Ōrākei

442 Ōrākei

446 Ōrākei

447 Ōrākei

448 Ōrākei

451 Ōrākei

453 Ōrākei

458 Ōrākei

482 Ōrākei

484 Ōrākei

504 Ōrākei



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

513 Ōrākei

522 Ōrākei

524 Ōrākei

529 Ōrākei

538 Ōrākei

546 Ōrākei

559 Ōrākei

563 Ōrākei

565 Ōrākei

566 Ōrākei

586 Ōrākei

590 Ōrākei

618 Ōrākei

622 Ōrākei

626 Ōrākei

641 Ōrākei

673 Ōrākei

712 Ōrākei

754 Ōrākei

761 Ōrākei

789 Ōrākei

794 Ōrākei

799 Ōrākei

818 Ōrākei

827 Ōrākei

846 Ōrākei

850 Ōrākei

851 Ōrākei

866 Ōrākei

896 Ōrākei

920 Ōrākei

923 Ōrākei

932 Ōrākei

934 Ōrākei

948 Ōrākei

949 Ōrākei

951 Ōrākei

957 Ōrākei

973 Ōrākei

991 Ōrākei

1018 Ōrākei

1022 Ōrākei

1030 Ōrākei

1035 Ōrākei

1058 Ōrākei

1071 Ōrākei

1072 Ōrākei

1076 Ōrākei

1092 Ōrākei

1093 Ōrākei



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1094 Ōrākei

1098 Ōrākei

1105 Ōrākei

1134 Ōrākei

1139 Ōrākei

1149 Ōrākei

1151 Ōrākei

1180 Ōrākei

1194 Ōrākei

1205 Ōrākei

1213 Ōrākei

1245 Ōrākei

1250 Ōrākei

1264 Ōrākei

1270 Ōrākei

1296 Ōrākei

1299 Ōrākei

1302 Ōrākei

1317 Ōrākei

1318 Ōrākei

1322 Ōrākei

1340 Ōrākei

1342 Ōrākei

1344 Ōrākei

1353 Ōrākei

1368 Ōrākei

1373 Ōrākei

1382 Ōrākei

1383 Mission Bay Business Association Ōrākei

1400 Ōrākei

1402 Ōrākei

1404 Ōrākei

1413 Ōrākei

1434 Ōrākei

1439 Ōrākei

1441 Ōrākei

1443 Ōrākei

1449 Ōrākei

1467 Ōrākei

1478 Ōrākei

1481 Ōrākei

1483 Ōrākei

1485 Ōrākei

1490 Ōrākei

1491 Mission Bay Kohimarama Residents Association Ōrākei

1501 Ōrākei

1516 Ōrākei

1520 Drive Holdings Ltd Ōrākei

1607 Ōrākei

191 Ōtara‐Papatoetoe



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

503 Ōtara‐Papatoetoe

555 Ōtara‐Papatoetoe

13 Outside Auckland

35 Outside Auckland

37 Outside Auckland

39 Outside Auckland

106 Outside Auckland

111 Outside Auckland

120 Outside Auckland

124 Outside Auckland

128 Outside Auckland

129 Outside Auckland

133 Outside Auckland

136 Outside Auckland

161 Outside Auckland

178 Outside Auckland

204 Outside Auckland

215 Outside Auckland

237 Outside Auckland

238 Outside Auckland

243 Outside Auckland

257 Outside Auckland

258 Outside Auckland

262 Outside Auckland

289 Outside Auckland

348 Outside Auckland

481 Outside Auckland

1011 Holiday Parks New Zealand Outside Auckland

1025 Outside Auckland

1028 Outside Auckland

1046 Outside Auckland

1144 Outside Auckland

1153 Outside Auckland

1155 Outside Auckland

1156 Outside Auckland

1276 Outside Auckland

1387 Outside Auckland

1398 Outside Auckland

1436 Outside Auckland

93 Papakura

118 Papakura

478 Papakura

644 Papakura

1097 Papakura

1127 Papakura

1389 Papakura

28 Puketāpapa

42 Puketāpapa

44 Puketāpapa

51 Puketāpapa



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

100 Puketāpapa

203 Puketāpapa

312 Puketāpapa

338 Puketāpapa

547 Puketāpapa

600 Puketāpapa

877 Puketāpapa

1050 Puketāpapa

1363 Puketāpapa

1508 Puketāpapa

1593 Puketāpapa

1506 Fire Emergency New Zealand Regional organisation

1514 New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc Regional organisation

1515 Heart Of The City Regional organisation

1523 Forest & Bird Regional organisation

5 Rodney

6 Rodney

34 Rodney

45 Rodney

69 Rodney

76 Rodney

90 Rodney

103 Rodney

104 Rodney

112 Rodney

114 Rodney

122 Rodney

126 Rodney

138 Rodney

148 Rodney

159 Rodney

162 Rodney

176 Rodney

181 Rodney

188 Rodney

190 Rodney

201 Rodney

205 Rodney

216 Rodney

242 Rodney

249 Rodney

254 Rodney

267 Rodney

281 Rodney

282 Rodney

287 Rodney

290 Rodney

292 Rodney

295 Rodney

300 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

302 Rodney

306 Warkworth & District Museum Rodney

309 Rodney

313 Rodney

345 Rodney

359 Rodney

362 Rodney

431 Rodney

437 Rodney

438 Rodney

439 Rodney

440 Rodney

444 Rodney

449 Rodney

452 Rodney

456 Rodney

467 Rodney

472 Rodney

476 Rodney

497 Rodney

507 Rodney

515 Rodney

521 Rodney

527 Rodney

533 Rodney

534 Rodney

553 Rodney

556 Rodney

557 Rodney

558 Rodney

560 Rodney

561 Rodney

564 Rodney

570 Rodney

571 Rodney

575 Rodney

578 Rodney

580 Rodney

594 Rodney

595 Rodney

596 Rodney

599 Rodney

601 Rodney

602 Rodney

616 Rodney

621 Rodney

624 Rodney

627 Rodney

630 Rodney

632 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

634 Rodney

638 Rodney

653 Rodney

656 Rodney

658 Rodney

660 Rodney

675 Rodney

676 Rodney

677 Rodney

678 Rodney

679 Rodney

680 Rodney

681 Rodney

682 Rodney

683 Rodney

684 Rodney

685 Rodney

686 Rodney

687 Rodney

688 Rodney

689 Rodney

692 Rodney

693 Rodney

694 Rodney

695 Rodney

696 Rodney

697 Rodney

698 Rodney

700 Rodney

701 Rodney

703 Rodney

704 Rodney

706 Rodney

708 Rodney

709 Rodney

710 Rodney

711 Rodney

713 Rodney

714 Rodney

715 Rodney

717 Rodney

718 Rodney

719 Rodney

720 Rodney

721 Rodney

722 Rodney

723 Rodney

724 Rodney

725 Rodney

726 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

728 Rodney

729 Rodney

730 Rodney

731 Rodney

733 Rodney

734 Rodney

735 Rodney

736 Rodney

737 Rodney

738 Rodney

739 Rodney

740 Rodney

741 Rodney

743 Rodney

744 Rodney

745 Rodney

746 Rodney

747 Rodney

749 Rodney

750 Rodney

751 Rodney

752 Rodney

753 Rodney

755 Rodney

756 Rodney

757 Rodney

759 Rodney

760 Rodney

762 Rodney

763 Rodney

764 Rodney

765 Rodney

766 Rodney

767 Rodney

768 Rodney

769 Rodney

772 Rodney

776 Rodney

777 Rodney

778 Rodney

779 Rodney

780 Rodney

781 Rodney

783 Rodney

784 Rodney

785 Rodney

787 Rodney

788 Rodney

790 Rodney

791 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

792 Rodney

793 Rodney

795 Rodney

796 Rodney

798 Rodney

800 Rodney

801 Rodney

802 Rodney

803 Rodney

804 Rodney

805 Rodney

806 Rodney

809 Rodney

811 Rodney

812 Rodney

813 Rodney

814 Rodney

815 Rodney

816 Rodney

819 Rodney

820 Rodney

823 Rodney

825 Rodney

826 Rodney

828 Rodney

829 Rodney

830 Rodney

831 Rodney

832 Rodney

835 Rodney

836 Rodney

837 Rodney

839 Rodney

840 Rodney

841 Rodney

842 Rodney

843 Rodney

844 Rodney

845 Rodney

849 Rodney

852 Rodney

853 Rodney

857 Rodney

860 Rodney

862 Rodney

863 Rodney

864 Rodney

868 Rodney

874 Rodney

875 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

876 Rodney

878 Rodney

879 Rodney

880 Rodney

881 Rodney

882 Rodney

883 Rodney

884 Rodney

885 Rodney

887 Rodney

888 Rodney

889 Rodney

890 Rodney

891 Rodney

892 Rodney

894 Rodney

901 Rodney

902 Rodney

903 Rodney

904 Rodney

905 Rodney

907 Rodney

908 Rodney

909 Rodney

910 Rodney

912 Rodney

914 Rainbows End & Rivers Environmental Group Inc Rodney

915 Rodney

916 Rodney

917 Rodney

918 Rodney

919 Rodney

924 Rodney

925 Rodney

926 Rodney

927 Rodney

928 Rodney

931 Rodney

933 Rodney

935 Rodney

936 Rodney

937 Rodney

938 Rodney

939 Rodney

940 Rodney

943 Rodney

946 Rodney

947 Rodney

950 Rodney

954 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

956 Rodney

958 Rodney

960 Rodney

961 Rodney

963 Rodney

969 Rodney

971 Rodney

974 Rodney

979 Rodney

981 Rodney

982 Rodney

983 Rodney

985 Rodney

986 Rodney

987 Rodney

988 Rodney

989 Rodney

990 Rodney

993 Rodney

995 Rodney

996 Rodney

997 Rodney

999 Rodney

1000 Rodney

1004 Rodney

1005 Rodney

1006 Rodney

1009 Rodney

1012 Rodney

1013 Rodney

1014 Rodney

1024 Rodney

1026 Rodney

1027 Rodney

1029 Rodney

1031 Rodney

1036 Rodney

1038 Rodney

1042 Rodney

1045 Rodney

1047 Rodney

1048 Rodney

1051 Rodney

1060 Rodney

1064 Rodney

1070 Rodney

1074 Rodney

1078 Baddleys and Campbells Beach Ratepayers Association  Rodney

1079 Rodney

1080 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1081 Rodney

1083 Rodney

1084 Rodney

1086 Rodney

1088 Rodney

1089 Rodney

1091 Rodney

1096 Rodney

1100 Rodney

1102 Rodney

1106 Rodney

1115 Rodney

1128 Rodney

1133 Rodney

1137 Rodney

1145 Rodney

1146 Rodney

1147 Rodney

1152 Rodney

1157 Gulden Investments Ltd Rodney

1158 Rodney

1160 Rodney

1161 Rodney

1164 Rodney

1165 Rodney

1166 Rodney

1167 Rodney

1170 Rodney

1176 Rodney

1178 Rodney

1181 Rodney

1182 Rodney

1187 Rodney

1190 Rodney

1198 Rodney

1200 Rodney

1207 Rodney

1212 Rodney

1215 Rodney

1217 Rodney

1219 Rodney

1224 Rodney

1227 Rodney

1231 Rodney

1232 Rodney

1233 Rodney

1234 Rodney

1236 Rodney

1237 Rodney

1238 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1241 Rodney

1246 Rodney

1251 Rodney

1258 Rodney

1260 Rodney

1269 Rodney

1273 Rodney

1274 Rodney

1275 Rodney

1277 Rodney

1279 Rodney

1282 Rodney

1285 Rodney

1286 Rodney

1288 Rodney

1293 Rodney

1310 Rodney

1319 Rodney

1320 Rodney

1323 Rodney

1325 Rodney

1326 Rodney

1327 Rodney

1329 Rodney

1330 Rodney

1333 Rodney

1336 Rodney

1339 Rodney

1343 Rodney

1345 Rodney

1346 Rodney

1348 Rodney

1352 Rodney

1354 Rodney

1357 Rodney

1359 Rodney

1375 Rodney

1377 Rodney

1380 Rodney

1381 Rodney

1384 Rodney

1386 Rodney

1391 Rodney

1392 Rodney

1393 Rodney

1394 Beach Ratepayers and Residents Association Rodney

1396 Rodney

1405 Rodney

1407 Matheson Bay Neighbourhood Committee Rodney

1408 Rodney



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1409 Rodney

1422 Rodney

1430 Rodney

1432 Rodney

1433 Rodney

1435 Rodney

1437 Rodney

1440 Omaha Beach Community Inc. Rodney

1442 Rodney

1452 Rodney

1456 Rodney

1459 Rodney

1460 Rodney

1469 Rodney

1470 Rodney

1471 Rodney

1484 Rodney

1505 Rodney

1522 Algies Bay Residents & Ratepayers Association Rodney

1524 Rodney

1591 Rodney

53 Upper Harbour

63 Upper Harbour

130 Upper Harbour

147 Upper Harbour

156 Upper Harbour

168 Upper Harbour

170 Upper Harbour

196 Upper Harbour

259 Upper Harbour

276 Upper Harbour

283 Upper Harbour

328 Upper Harbour

508 Upper Harbour

512 Upper Harbour

636 Upper Harbour

732 Upper Harbour

786 Upper Harbour

965 Upper Harbour

1154 Upper Harbour

1262 Upper Harbour

1301 Upper Harbour

1419 Upper Harbour

1420 Upper Harbour

1424 Upper Harbour

17 Waiheke

18 Waiheke

99 Waiheke

174 Waiheke

227 Waiheke



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

248 Waiheke

291 Waiheke

322 Waiheke

334 Waiheke

335 Waiheke

336 Waiheke

339 Waiheke

340 Waiheke

341 Waiheke

343 Waiheke

344 Waiheke

349 Waiheke

350 Waiheke

351 Waiheke

352 Waiheke

353 Waiheke

354 Onetangi Beach Ratepayers' Association Waiheke

355 Waiheke

357 Waiheke

368 Waiheke

371 Waiheke

400 Waiheke

401 Waiheke

402 Waiheke

420 Waiheke

422 Waiheke

430 Waiheke

432 Waiheke

434 Waiheke

436 Waiheke

443 Waiheke

454 Waiheke

464 Waiheke

468 Waiheke

487 Waiheke

488 Waiheke

496 Waiheke

510 Waiheke

511 Waiheke

514 Waiheke

519 Waiheke

523 Waiheke

587 Waiheke

591 Waiheke

592 Waiheke

608 Protect Our Gulf Inc Waiheke

623 Waiheke

635 Waiheke

645 Waiheke

647 Waiheke



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

702 Waiheke

716 Waiheke

893 Waiheke

895 Waiheke

899 Waiheke

906 Waiheke

945 Waiheke

953 Waiheke

968 Waiheke

970 Waiheke

1020 Waiheke

1230 Waiheke

1601 Waiheke

1613 Waiheke

4 Waitākere Ranges

22 Waitākere Ranges

60 Waitākere Ranges

86 Waitākere Ranges

98 Waitākere Ranges

115 Waitākere Ranges

121 Waitākere Ranges

211 Waitākere Ranges

217 Waitākere Ranges

218 Waitākere Ranges

220 Waitākere Ranges

221 Waitākere Ranges

223 Waitākere Ranges

225 Waitākere Ranges

232 Waitākere Ranges

233 Waitākere Ranges

239 Waitākere Ranges

256 Waitākere Ranges

263 Waitākere Ranges

264 Waitākere Ranges

265 Waitākere Ranges

288 Waitākere Ranges

294 Waitākere Ranges

299 Waitākere Ranges

303 Waitākere Ranges

311 Waitākere Ranges

330 Waitākere Ranges

333 Waitākere Ranges

342 Waitākere Ranges

356 Waitākere Ranges

367 Waitākere Ranges

408 Waitākere Ranges

475 Waitākere Ranges

530 Waitākere Ranges

548 Waitākere Ranges

551 Waitākere Ranges



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

554 Waitākere Ranges

576 Waitākere Ranges

588 Waitākere Ranges

598 Waitākere Ranges

603 Waitākere Ranges

604 Waitākere Ranges

611 Waitākere Ranges

615 Waitākere Ranges

619 Waitākere Ranges

620 Waitākere Ranges

629 Waitākere Ranges

649 Waitākere Ranges

650 Waitākere Ranges

652 Waitākere Ranges

847 Waitākere Ranges

861 Waitākere Ranges

922 Waitākere Ranges

978 Waitākere Ranges

994 Waitākere Ranges

1001 Waitākere Ranges

1003 Waitākere Ranges

1007 Waitākere Ranges

1008 Waitākere Ranges

1015 Waitākere Ranges

1023 Waitākere Ranges

1033 Waitākere Ranges

1037 Waitākere Ranges

1039 Waitākere Ranges

1066 Waitākere Ranges

1067 Waitākere Ranges

1108 Waitākere Ranges

1110 Waitākere Ranges

1122 Waitākere Ranges

1124 Waitākere Ranges

1142 Waitākere Ranges

1171 Waitākere Ranges

1211 Waitākere Ranges

1221 Waitākere Ranges

1225 Waitākere Ranges

1226 Waitākere Ranges

1235 Waitākere Ranges

1239 Waitākere Ranges

1253 Waitākere Ranges

1254 Waitākere Ranges

1255 Waitākere Ranges

1256 Waitākere Ranges

1278 Waitākere Ranges

1281 Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust Waitākere Ranges

1283 Waitākere Ranges

1284 French Bay Yacht Club inc Waitākere Ranges



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1290 Waitākere Ranges

1291 Waitākere Ranges

1292 Waitākere Ranges

1298 Waitākere Ranges

1300 Waitākere Ranges

1304 Waitākere Ranges

1312 Waitākere Ranges

1316 Waitākere Ranges

1337 Waitākere Ranges

1350 Waitākere Ranges

1361 Waitākere Ranges

1362 Waitākere Ranges

1372 Waitākere Ranges

1378 Waitākere Ranges

1379 Waitākere Ranges

1388 Waitākere Ranges

1395 Preserve the Swanson Foothills Society Waitākere Ranges

1401 Waitākere Ranges

1403 Waitākere Ranges

1425 Waitākere Ranges

1427 Waitākere Ranges

1444 Waitākere Ranges

1450 Waitākere Ranges

1458 Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc. Waitākere Ranges

1486 Waitākere Ranges

1519 Waitākere Ranges

1526 Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association Waitākere Ranges

1527 Waitākere Ranges

1547 Waitākere Ranges

1548 Waitākere Ranges

1549 Waitākere Ranges

1550 Waitākere Ranges

1551 Waitākere Ranges

1553 Waitākere Ranges

1558 Waitākere Ranges

1560 Waitākere Ranges

1561 Waitākere Ranges

1564 Waitākere Ranges

1565 Waitākere Ranges

1566 Waitākere Ranges

1568 Waitākere Ranges

1569 Waitākere Ranges

1570 Waitākere Ranges

1572 Waitākere Ranges

1573 Waitākere Ranges

1582 Waitākere Ranges

1586 Waitākere Ranges

1588 Waitākere Ranges

1589 Waitākere Ranges

1590 Waitākere Ranges



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

1592 Waitākere Ranges

1595 Waitākere Ranges

1597 Waitākere Ranges Protection Society Waitākere Ranges

1598 Waitākere Ranges

1599 Piha Wetland Trust Waitākere Ranges

1600 Piha Surf Life Saving Club Waitākere Ranges

1602 Waitākere Ranges

1603 Keyhole Boardriders Waitākere Ranges

1605 Waitākere Ranges

1606 Waitākere Ranges

1608 Waitākere Ranges

1609 Waitākere Ranges

1610 Waitākere Ranges

36 Waitematā

68 Waitematā

78 Waitematā

79 Waitematā

91 Waitematā

92 Waitematā

117 Waitematā

185 Waitematā

226 Waitematā

228 Waitematā

231 Waitematā

234 Waitematā

241 Waitematā

363 Waitematā

366 Waitematā

405 Waitematā

569 Waitematā

699 Waitematā

727 Waitematā

771 Waitematā

834 Waitematā

867 Waitematā

869 Waitematā

941 Waitematā

1069 Waitematā

1107 Waitematā

1143 Waitematā

1150 Waitematā

1183 Waitematā

1229 Waitematā

1297 Waitematā

1309 Waitematā

1321 Waitematā

1370 Waitematā

1371 Waitematā

1399 Waitematā

1438 Waitematā



Sub No. Organisation Local Board

61 Whau

73 Whau

146 Whau

172 Whau

187 Whau

214 Whau

240 Whau

286 Whau

331 Whau

470 Whau

502 Whau

526 Whau

577 Whau

579 Whau

605 Whau

952 Whau

1059 Whau
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: No maximum stay gives campers the best opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it 
much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they 
don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a requirement to be certified self-contained 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a maximum stay rule 
is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#38 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  



#38 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#40 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: No maximum stay gives campers the best opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, It would 
be too hard to enforce a no-return period ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make 
it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they 
don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I should be allowed to choose the vehicle I 
sleep in 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that 
could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Sleeping in a car because it is affordable doesn't mean I will foul in a bush or not practise eco.friendly behaviours etc.If 
the vehicle is upto legal standard then it should not be a prob and can be moved on should behaviour become 
unacceptable.Self contained removes the right 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Don't support yr fines I feel I should be entitled to enjoy the country I was born  and contributed to all my life however I 
choose and not expected to miss out because I can't afford to pay like a tourist yet pay tax all my life to contribute to this 
country 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#71 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? by policing the rules and enforcing them 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? by policing the rules and enforcing them 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? by making it harder to camp 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#80 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, 
and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): the standard is a volutary club standard, has not been cited into law 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

just police and enforce reasonable rules 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Will not be enough places for camping. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Three days would be better, which allows for a later 
departure than 9 0,clock 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

People should not be fined for an overnight stay in a normal car or van or  small truck, certification for "self contained" is 
too difficult. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#87 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? no 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including 
hygiene, sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? General rules including hygiene, 
sanitation, littering, noise control are enough 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): With borders closed to tourists, it is disingenuous to even call people living in 
vehicles "freedom campers". Many of these people have jobs and children attending schools, they cannot move around 
easily. We have a very longstanding HOUSING CRISIS 

 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By looking at instances of problems since Covid closed the borders and 
government took over motels for homeless you can obtain a fresh perspective on the needs of people just trying to live 
within their means and the fact that they want to be unobtrusive! Provide more services please, toilets, dump stations, 
fresh water supplies, in many more places will avoid acts of desperation that annoy locals and people will willingly pay for 
these services. Allowing people to stop in quiet areas and to move easily if any spot is noisy or overcrowded will make 
for better peaceful solutions for both residents and 'campers'. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By increasing access to more areas (allowing spread), and by providing paid access to 
services at more locations. Water supply, dump stations and toilet/shower blocks could be accessed by a prepay app 
with an individual code to 'open locked access'. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Lack of housing, lack of affordable 
accommodation is the current driver of mobile living. Please STOP thinking of this as people 'visiting' 
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, 
and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): These people are not visitors, this is their lives! and all would be willing to pay a fair 
price for necessary services (which they must currently be using without paying and without convenient access). 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): People receiving medical treatment (or caring for an 
inpatient) need to be able to remain in a location for longer. Parents of school age children attending school need to be 
able to leave their vehicle parked for longer. People working in an area need to 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Registered campers should not have to move their 
vehicles at all where they are catching public transport to work, where their children may need to come back to the 
vehicle during the day, or where the person is having medical treatment in the area. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Allow campers to be registered if there is good cause 
for them to remain in a specific area. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I oppose "control" and "enforcement" rules where there is no provision for access, services offered, or adequate space 
provided. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Having visited the area, I 
have enjoyed the wonderful views, the bush and the sense of community. It would be quite inappropriate to have 
any sort of freedom camping here. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The freedom camping act does not permit councils to impose blanket bans nor 
restrictions . They can only be imposed where there has been a proven need for them to protect the environment public 
access and health & safety . Council need to provide evidence of  these issues in specified areas before tgey can impose 
restriction or bann 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Id like to see the research that council has undertaken on the specified areas to be banned or restricted to determine the 
need for the restrictions or banns . Complaints from ratepayers alone is not sufficent to meet the criteria under the f.c act 
. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't support freedom camping at all 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It 
would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): By providing the opportunity for two nights, freedom campers can rest instead of 
rushing from one destination to the next thus perhaps reducing road accidents from driving tired 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could 
mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#165 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#169 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is a positive approach 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): If the space is free use it. If the demand is high you 
need to move on after your 2 night max stay.  

Note if people are supporting local, and the space is available don’t go putting rules around this. Allow people to enjoy 
our environment and support local 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It would be too hard to 
enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set 
departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip, A no-return period will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set 
departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set 
departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Simply not allowing those people who wish to 
camp outside of populated locations without a selfcontained vehicle. i.e. hikers and outdoors people whole prefer to stay 
in a tent or hammock. People who prefer to find a less curated spot shouldnt be punished for it, they should be 
appreciated, similar to cyclists decongesting city traffic. Build more public loos and one-way rubbish/recycling bins? 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, It would 
be too hard to enforce a no-return period rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):This is just a back-door proposal to stop 
freedom camping for any person who isn't very wealthy and also to crack down on homeless people instead of helping 
them.  

It will not solve the problems flagged up. 

Council rangers with similar powers as noise control officers would be a better case by case approach. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): This is just a back-door proposal to stop freedom 
camping for any person who isn't very wealthy and also to crack down on homeless people instead of helping them.  

It will not solve the problems flagged up. 

Council rangers with similar powers as noise con 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is just a back-door proposal to stop freedom camping for any person who isn't very wealthy and also to crack down 
on homeless people instead of helping them.  
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It will not solve the problems flagged up. 

Council rangers with similar powers as noise control officers would be a better case by case approach. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is chronically short 
of public camping areas for short term tourism/vacation that don't cost astronomical fees. 

Council shoud be providing this service across the Auckland area. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules applying to vehicle standards sound sensible. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Maximum rule should not apply to residential, industrial streets as people camp near 
their or friends', families homes and near workplaces.  

Maximum stay rule can apply to more sensitive areas like reserves. 

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): No-support rule should not apply to residential, 
industrial streets as people camp near their or friends', families homes and near workplaces.  

For more sensitive areas like reserves, No return rule should be of 1 week only as people take weekend trips. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fines - the $200 will unfairly impact those on low incomes who may need to freedom camp the most (e.g. for reduce 
commuting expenses ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#198 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Near this area are a lot of 
workplaces that people may want to sleep in before going to work. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Near this area are a lot of 
workplaces that people may want to sleep in before going to work. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Near this area are a lot of 
workplaces that people may want to sleep in before going to work. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is close to major 
transportation routes that  people may want to sleep in before travelling to work. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): In remote areas (if there are such) where the area is not 
close to human habitation, popular recreational areas or environmental sensitive areas (bird sanctuaries etc) then a more 
flexible max stay could apply to fully self contained vehicles such as a we 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Many councils in NZ have set up fully serviced areas that do not greatly impact on the area. The size of many toilet / 
changing sheds at beaches - these are toilets, showers, washing, kitchenette etc (I believe with govt funding). An 
example is the very well designed and simple structures built by Kiwicamp company which is available for the general 
public  (toilets / rubbish etc) and for those who wish to pay for the service (Showers / kitchenette etc) 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Add free facilities. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People struggling and living in cars will find 
this makes their lives unnecessarily harder 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t 
afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, It would be too hard to enforce a no-return 
period ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will 
visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to 
shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#209 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Provide more public toilet facilities. One of the main issues people have with 
freedom camping is lack of toilet facilities. So provide more toilet facilities, rather than banning freedom camping. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Housing unaffordability is increasing in 
Auckland. That is going to lead to more people without permanent homes or tenuous housing. Freedom camping bylaws 
will negatively impact those who are already marginalized by society. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

These all seem to regulate freedom camping and to sanitise it. Without dealing with the root causes of the issues. People 
are living in different ways than we have in past, applying arbitrary rules to try and get everyone to fit in a box negates 
the realities faced by some people. where do you send people who have no where to go? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don't think that freedom campers should be allowed to stay on residential  road or street in Auckland  but ONLY be 
allowed to park in limited designated freedom camping areas only 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We want more areas prohibited from freedom camping - there is NOT enough areas that are restricted or prohibited 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#268 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane? Departure 
time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 
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Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#271 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't think you should be able to freedom camp unless it's an appropriate 
designated area. The anti social behavior will be an issue in suburban areas. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Walker Park should also be 
prohibited and the boat ramp area in Raymond st Pt Chev. These are close to residential properties 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers cause mess and problems and are a burden on rate payers.  We shouldn't be paying for people to 
have free holidays. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please add Pt Chev beach carpark at the end of Pt Chev road adjacent to Coyle Park , and Eric Armishaw Park, Walker 
Rd  to the list of prohibited sites. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Please add Pt Chev beach 
carpark at the end of Pt Chev road adjacent to Coyle Park , and Eric Armishaw Park, Walker Rd  to the list of 
prohibited sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#426 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#445 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Staff need to be allocated to enforce these rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#479 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The rules have changed since Covid. Freedom campers need to use a QR code in every place they stay. I would prefer 
vaccinated freedom campers near me. A lot of freedom campers tend to be anti vaxxers for reasons known only to 
themselves, which could cause major problems in the future trying to track and trace them. Freedom camping of 
unvaccinated people could be a super spreader especially as many freedom campers I know are against covid 
vaccination. I would not want to be anywhere near these people. I would prefer all freedom campers to show their 
vaccination certificate before staying anywhere. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#505 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Time of departure should be determined by location-
specific requirements. (i.e -  peak traffic flows) 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The Council must begin the process by rigidly establishing Resident Parking zones. To protect residents from having to 
park at a distance from their abode. 

Trades and service people need to be exempt from daytime resident parking requirments 

The Council must investigate ways to enforce the General Rules, which come at a cost to Freedom Campers - not 
residents. (For example levies on self-containment certification). 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Residents in Auckland already face challenges with AT (Auckland Transport) limiting on-street parking options. Freedom 
Campers should under no circumstances be given priority over rate paying/rent-paying residents for street parking. There 
are social risks other than sanitation. Neighbourhoods have every reason to question the presence of strangers in their 
area, they do so for the safety of their children and property. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There needs to be 
considerably more public areas prohibited from Freedom Campers. This need to be done in consultation with 
locals. Each reserve where Freedom Camping is conceivable needs the surrounding neighbourhoods canvased 
in a survey. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Education and providing more toilets and rubbish bins. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? It's expensive to get self contained, most 
people can't afford that. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could 
mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#651 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Two weeks seems a bit long, understand you need a 
rule to prevent people just alternating between sites for a long period of time but sometimes on a road trip you want to 
stay in the same place on the way there and on the way back. This rule would be quite prohibitive, also it would be 
difficult to enforce unless someone is keeping records of all the vehicles visiting. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why are Eric Armishaw and 
Coyle Park not included in the prohibited areas? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The general rules will unfairly 
impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Put in more infrastructure , like toilets and skips for rubbish . 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? It will  unfairly impact on all people freedom 
camping , with less areas to camp . 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-
contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Better policing of freedom camping vans. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Better policing of freedom camping. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#808 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

'In general I am very supportive of this proposed Bylaw.  

- I support that vehicles should hold an SCC 

-       I support freedom camping on street locations.  

- I support freedom camping up to two nights.  

- I support that freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks.  

In part of the decision making about sites for freedom camping, your literature indicates that the provision of public toilets 
was considered, and page 12 of the consultation document states that "Auckland has very few areas with safe access to 
24-hour toilets". I feel that this is a generic concern that should be addressed by council and is not a problem that is 
particular to freedom campers. 

If sites under the reserve act are considered prohibited for freedom camping, I would expect these sites to have clear 
signage to indicate this. If this signage is not in place, and there is no list provided for sites that are under the reserve act 
– how should a camper know? If there is no signage, then campers cannot be fined.  

I would love to see positive language on council’s web site and public communications around freedom camping. The 
stereotype of freedom campers causing trouble and being messy is untrue, and it is through language that negative 
stereotypes are reinforced.  

I do not believe that enough freedom camping locations have been designated for locals and tourists. I expect that for the 
foreseeable future many locals will choose to travel and explore locally and this will increase demand for freedom 
camping locations. Auckland Regional Parks camp grounds have a limited duration stays and so freedom camping is a 
way to connect longer stays with shorter ones. There are no DOC campsites on Auckland mainland (as far as I am 
aware), and so the number of affordable camping locations is few. When we do have foreign visitors back in Auckland, 
demand will certainly outstrip supply.   
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Of the  sites were trialed as locations for freedom camping in 2018, which of these were considered successful that could 
be incorporated into the designated freedom camping sites? 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No sites are proposed as 
restricted areas. This limits fair access for freedom campers. Coyle Park carpark (at the toilet block) seems to be 
a viable freedom camping location (it is at the end of a dead end street, away from residences, with enough 
parking spaces to allow for some (perhaps up to 3) to be designated as freedom camping spots. This location is 
not listed under the restricted sites. Being that there is no list of reserves to cross reference against - can I 
assume that this location can be used for freedom camping under the general rules? 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? One night maximum stay in 
two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  



#810 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Hamilton's Gap, Te Toro Hall 
and Rosa Birch Park are currently an Auckland freedom camping locations. 
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/bylaws/Pages/freedom-camping-
bylaw.aspx. This location is neither listed as prohibited or restricted. Please provide clarification whether these 
site can continue to be used for freedom camping or not. 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Hatfields Beach Reserve is 
currently an Auckland freedom camping location. https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-
reports-bylaws/bylaws/Pages/freedom-camping-bylaw.aspx. This location is neither listed as prohibited or 
restricted. Please provide clarification that this site can continue to be used for freedom camping or not. 

Restricted sites 
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Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Hatfields Beach Reserve is 
currently an Auckland freedom camping location. https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-
reports-bylaws/bylaws/Pages/freedom-camping-bylaw.aspx. This location is neither listed as prohibited or 
restricted. Please provide clarification that this site can continue to be used for freedom camping or not. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I support the prohibition only 
with the inclusion of the Chapel Road entrance site being available for freedom camping. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I support the prohibition only 
with the inclusion of the Chapel Road entrance site being available for freedom camping. 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 
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Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  



#810 

 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel that one night maximum 
stay in two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am would provide fair access and fair protection. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel that one night maximum 
stay in two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am would provide fair access and fair protection. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel that one night maximum 
stay in two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am would provide fair access and fair protection. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel that one night maximum 
stay in two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am would provide fair access and fair protection. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel that one night maximum 
stay in two weeks, only from 6pm and must depart by 9am would provide fair access and fair protection. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Matheson Bay Reserve, 
Sunburst Reserve and Snells Beach are currently an Auckland freedom camping locations. 
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/bylaws/Pages/freedom-camping-
bylaw.aspx. This location is neither listed as prohibited or restricted. Please provide clarification whether these 
site can continue to be used for freedom camping or not. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  



#810 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#822 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Once general rules are in force everyone will (finally) know what the baseline is. 
Including whoever you pay to enforce the rules. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Two nights in Auckland City is reasonable; but slightly 
lengthier stays should be allowed in suitable places outside the city center. Each site should be clear what the allowance 
is and somebody should turn up every day and enforce the by-law. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I'm to old to get up, get dressed, have breakfast and drive off before 10am 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I'm a traveller so I'm not going back this year anyway.  And if somebody comes round 
to enforce the rule? That's fine by me. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

A complete waste of time, energy and money if you don't oversee the sites and enforce the rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Make sure your budget includes hiring people to enforce the rules otherwise you may as well all go home. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? What's so special about the 
area that people can't stay over? 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Split the area between the boaties - who park all over the allowed 
freedom camp area - and the campers - who park all over the boaties area. Police the area and fine everyone 
who doesn't obey the rules. That means both campers and boaties. 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is absurd! Where is the consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than 
designated camping areas? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This is absurd! Where is the consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than 
designated camping areas? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Restricted sites 
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Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Non arrival 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: 0 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? This is 
absurd! Where is the consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than 
designated camping areas? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

Restricted sites 
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Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Papakura Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 
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Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas?  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is absurd! Where is the 
consensus / democratic vote on freedom campers parking ANYWHERE other than designated camping areas? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

if there is a public toilet nearby and open I do not see freedom camping for one night a problem 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#977 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the council should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, It would be too hard to enforce a 
requirement to be certified self-contained 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Having camper vans parked in residential 
streets is not acceptable. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules will help guide the freedom campers behaviour and communities who 
are hosting them. Ultimately we want to find a way for these two groups to co-exist happily and general rules can support 
this. I reject the framing above of the "problems" caused by freedom campers - this is not a case of reigning in freedom 
campers as bad guys, it's negotiating the terms of a community interaction. Please consider this in future 
communications. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Freedom campers should not have to be self 
contained if public toilets exist within a walkable distance. Public toilets are just that and provide a balance for freedom 
campers who cannot afford large self contained vehicles. Don't push freedom camping out of Auckland by making it cost 
prohibitive. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I support a maximum night rule but think 2 nights is too 
short. Three nights would be better. If the goal is for freedom campers to have time to explore an area and support local 
business, it should be considered that the nature of this type of camping in 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): As noted above, the combinations of the short max stay rule and the departure rule 
will have the effect of severely limiting campers stay in an area, reducing the use of local business. These two rules 
should be reconsidered in combination. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I support a no return rule of two weeks, but only with 
the extension of the max stay time to 3 nights. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

These rules will impede communities benefitting from freedom campers, in terms of their local business contribution. 
While this is a stated benefit of freedom camping, it seems the rules have been developed with the goal of reducing the 
impacts of freedom camping, without consideration to maximising the benefits. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping is a positive experience for many to learn that not everything has to be owned or bought to be 
enjoyed. It also provides business to local enterprises, and facilitates greater numbers of tourists who cannot afford to 
travel by other means. The irony of the push for restrictions in many areas is that over sized beach front properties, 
holiday homes or even oversized motorhomes are welcomed and encouraged. The push to limit freedom camping is 
ultimately a push to limit the accessibility off enjoyment of the joys of Auckland to the wealthy.  Overall the purpose of by-
laws should be to maximise the benefits to both campers and communities and minimise any real harms (NB: people 
being in your area on public land is not an injury). All action should also be taken to foster better relations between 
residents and visitors to areas. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Our beaches should be for all of us. - not just those able to afford houses there 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Part 1 and Part 4 doesn't reflect the kind of auckland we should be building.  Fines only hurt the poorest of society and 
are unfair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1090 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I do not aporove of freedom campers on our suburban 
streets. 

I find it incredible that campers are permitted when our streetsgave no parking for tax oaying home owners 

Also how will this be managed, 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom xamoers in suburban streets.Build 
council flats for these folk 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Keep our suburban streets tidy and clean.No freedim 
campers in our suburbs 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am afainst freedom campers in our suburbs. Our streets are already congested due to inadeqyate parking for residents. 
We do not pay our rates so that others can holiday on our doorstep 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? A steep fine on people accidentally breaking 
the rules is both unnecessary and draconian. Use signage and if necessary clamping with $150 fine if required. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The penalties are draconian and over the top. Use clamping and $150 fine if required. Ensure sign posting is prominent 
and clear. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre? Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I believe it is unsuitable to open up residential streets without significant planning and resource allocated to monitoring 
this.   This will also require additional funding and policing in a time when both of these resources are extremely 
stretched. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain): I support the general rules. But the major challenge is when travelling through an 
area is how to locate an acceptable place to freedom camp. As you have identified there are multiple laws and statutes 
for land owned or managed by multiple entities.  

Therefore:  

All areas that are subject to fines need to clearly identified with visible on site signage before fines can be imposed.  

Given that even the council can not clearly identify the ownership of parcels of land the fine of $800 for reserves should 
be in line with the $200 fine.  

There needs to be a comprehensive list of the over 4,000 prohibited parks and reserves in Auckland 

 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If the vehicle is certified self-contained there is a higher probability the toilet will 
actually be used. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Given some areas have few alternatives for a 'there 
and back trip' a one week no-return would be adequate 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There needs to a be a published identification of  where freedom parking is permitted under this act. The following 
statement "stays overnight on council-controlled land, including roads, in a vehicle or caravan.  This includes any land 
managed by Auckland Transport, which means most roads and some carparks."  is a best vague. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1179 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The combination of the 2 night stay rule and very early 
departure time effectively means that freedom campers will only be able to stay 1 day at any location which is completely 
unreasonable.    e.g. Please consider what would happen if a freedom camper w 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce 
a set departure time rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The combination of the 2 night stay rule and very early departure time effectively 
means that freedom campers will only be able to stay 1 day at any location which is completely unreasonable.    e.g. 
Please consider what would happen if a freedom camper wanted to go somewhere for a weekend.  Typically work or 
other commitments mean that the camper will arrive late in the afternoon or early evening on the first night of their stay.  
they can then spend Saturday there but have to depart at 9am on the Sunday.  i.e they can't even stay there for a 
weekend. 

Hotels and motels set departure times at 10am at the earliest and I have never been refused a late departure time, even 
when the hotel / motel has to clean the rooms and be ready for the next visitor.  For freedom camping there is no such 
thing as cleaners coming in, there are no bookings for which the camper needs to depart to make room for, and there is 
no way of getting approval for a late departure thus a departure time has no justification. 

This will also mean campers will be driving off and not benefiting businesses or utilising local beaches and walks etc.  
Travelling further than they have when they would like to stay a the day at a location and causing more unnecessary 
pollution by travelling. 

Generally freedom campers will wish to depart at a time when the traffic is lightest.  Forcing departure times, a 
particularly so early, will just contribute to traffic congestion issues. 

Forcing campers to move from there camping spot at a set departure time early in the morning will only add to 
congestion at various locations as generally campers will park well out of the way and if forced to move are likely to move 
and park in parking spots which other visitors to the area which to use to visit local attarctions, businesses etc. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): A two week rule is effectively a three week ban on 
return as an arrival on a Friday and departure on a Sunday will mean they can not return until 3 weekends time,  the 
period should be cut down to 7 days or less, so at least a camper could return two weekend later. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce 
a set departure time rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The combination of the 2 night stay rule and very early departure time effectively 
means that freedom campers will only be able to stay 1 day at any location which is completely unreasonable.    e.g. 
Please consider what would happen if a freedom camper wanted to go somewhere for a weekend.  Typically work or 
other commitments mean that the camper will arrive late in the afternoon or early evening on the first night of their stay.  
they can then spend Saturday there but have to depart at 9am on the Sunday.  i.e they can't even stay there for a 
weekend. 
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Hotels and motels set departure times at 10am at the earliest and I have never been refused a late departure time, even 
when the hotel / motel has to clean the rooms and be ready for the next visitor.  For freedom camping there is no such 
thing as cleaners coming in, there are no bookings for which the camper needs to depart to make room for, and there is 
no way of getting approval for a late departure thus a departure time has no justification. 

This will also mean campers will be driving off and not benefiting businesses or utilising local beaches and walks etc.  
Travelling further than they have when they would like to stay a the day at a location and causing more unnecessary 
pollution by travelling. 

Generally freedom campers will wish to depart at a time when the traffic is lightest.  Forcing departure times, a 
particularly so early, will just contribute to traffic congestion issues. 

Forcing campers to move from there camping spot at a set departure time early in the morning will only add to 
congestion at various locations as generally campers will park well out of the way and if forced to move are likely to move 
and park in parking spots which other visitors to the area which to use to visit local attarctions, businesses etc. 

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce 
a set departure time rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Generally they are too restrictive.  Freedom campers want to enjoy freedom! All these rules just lock down things so 
tightly that there will be no freedom to visit a site for more than 1 day.  Travel and arrive, stay 1 night, 1 day at location, 
leave day 3 and travel to next location.  This is completely unreasonable and will in people just moving on, moving on, 
moving on, never getting the chance to enjoy a location visit friends and contribute to travel pollution. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Controls and approvals should also enable council to allow temporary variations to the rulres to enable more freedom 
camping at times.  E.g. Rugby world cup event, etc 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#1191 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? The city & suburbs will become a tip - a good look for Auckland city. (right ! ) 

 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Haven't you got better things to do . This whole concept is ridiculous 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#1201 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's "General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If you spent half as much time, effort and money on providing camping areas, 
recreational areas, rest areas, beach access areas and other areas around regional parks that you do in consulting on 
things like this, we wouldn't have a problem for certain demographics to complain about. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Fully self-contained campers are prohibitively 
expensive. We are cutting off our nose to spite our faces for what is a very minor (but loud) problem. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It's not a big problem and is a waste of everyone's time. Please prioritise providing toilets and wash facilities, beach 
showers etc for ALL Aucklanders rather than pandering to mythical populist narratives about hordes of publicly 
defecating freedom campers. You must do better than this. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please rethink before acting on this. NZ will have a reputation as an expensive, unwelcoming, punitive society to satisfy 
the loud hankerings of older demographics to exert control on others. It's not good for visitors or those growing up here. 
Provide facilities, provide options. Don't simply prohibit, it's an abrogation of responsibility. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will enforcement of the maximum stay rule be performed, specifically: if a vehicle that is configured for camping, is 
parked on the road for more than two nights (no persons sleeping in the vehicle), but this vehicle belongs to a resident 
living on that street, and the parking is within all AT road and parking rules - How will that be distinguished from freedom 
camping? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

If a person parks their SCC vehicle in an area that is marked as ''freedom camping prohibited'', but the person is not 
camping, simply using their vehicle as a vehicle, perhaps doing a sporting activity, going to the beach etc. - How will this 
behaviour be differentiated from freedom camping so as to ensure no incorrect enforcement fines? For a number of 
people, the vehicle they use for camping is their sole vehicle that they will use for general transport. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#1248 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I believe it is ridiculous to allow widespread freedom camping on Auckland streets regardless of the nature of the 
vehicles 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The idea of allowing and endorsing freedom camping throughout residential streets in Auckland makes no sense. There 
will undoubtedly be major implications for ratepayers who seem largely blindsided by this proposal. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The prohibition of freedom 
camping should include residential streets 

 

 

 

 

 



#1332 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):You forgot about tents. To get from Cape 
Reinga to Bluff, all people  walking or cycling will pass through Auckland.  Most will be using a tent. 

Certified self contained vehicles create pollution, contribute to Global warming, and cause other health issues.  You 
propose to reward them with exclusive rights to Freedom Camp in Auckland. 

Those who do not pollute, who do not contribute to Global warming are banned from freedom Camping. Event though 
overall, these people are far more environmentally aware and careful . 

With the recent Climate Change conference in Scotland just over, banning non climate warming freedom campers seems 
a slap in the face for the struggle against Global warming. 

There are many other councils who allow tents in the freedom Camping bylaw e.g. Whanganui, Whangarei. It is quite 
possible to allow freedom camping in tents at selected areas with toilets available. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am not sure that the blanket ban on Reserves is legal. You are required to consider all Council controlled land, and to 
just write off Reserves because it is an easy way to ban Freedom Camping is probably against the law. Marlborough 
District Council have recently completely reviewed all there possible camping areas because of a legal challenge. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Pt Chevalier Sailing Club 

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Some areas serve different needs. Some are 
recreation but many are parking areas that support a specific activity that occurs at particular times and needs as much 
parking as possible when that activity is happening. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

the arrival times should also be constrained  to reflect peak usage times of adjoining facilities. Activities continue or start 
in the evening too. The new rules of containment will mean bigger vehicles. They can take up multiple carparks and 
some park across spaces because they think no one is about and the park is not busy. When users turn up when the tide 
is in or after work for practice they find these huge vehicles obstructing their parking 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Raymond Rd reserve in Pt Chevalier is not listed as a prohibited area because its classification is not specifically a 
reserve. This parking area was created physically and legally by the efforts of the Pt Chev Sailing Club . An Act of 
Parliament ceded it to the council ?harbour board and the club negotiated relinquishment of riparian right with a club 
member who owned an adjoining property. A long term lease is in place recognising the clubs position.  

The lease grants the club discretion to manage the carpark use and priority use of Area B shown on the plan during race 
days. By the council legitimsing by default freedom campers coming into the area the council is hindering the clubs use 
of its reclamation.  

Experience before Covid was campers would come in on Friday and stay the weekend.  Sailors would arrive at 8am on 
Sunday and find several large camper vans in their rigging area. The campers would gravitate to area B because its 
larger and their vans will not fit in area A. 

To prevent campers being "managed" out of the area on race days and the attendant hostility likely the club will have to 
chain off Area B on Friday nights. This would prevent casual users such as windsurfers, paddleboarders and others 
using the area on Saturdays.  This would not be good and the club has co existed with all users for 30 years. The 
casuals respect the club's creation of the area and vacate during race days. 

The council as lessor is obliged to act to protect its lessee's use of the space and avoid creating likely hostility among 
public . There is also high danger of these big vehicles exiting the area around a nigh blind bend. The vans also park 
sideways taking up multiple spaces. That occurred a number of times in the past usage . 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1365 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): They should not be allowed to stay on residential roads 
at all! Parking is already difficult for residents and it brings down the overall feeling of a street, not to mention privacy 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers should not br allowed on residential streets 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

How do you plan to police this?!? Freedom campers should go to campsites - you are ensuring that otherwise nice 
suburbs are being brought down. This affects residents of streets especially close to beaches etc who already struggle 
with parking. I would find someone living at my letterbox really uncomfortable and affects my privacy.  
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Better here then on 
residential streets causing obstruction, privacy issues and parking issues 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Metro Mt Albert Sports Club 

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Metro Football Club 

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please give consideration for Phyllis Reserve, Mt Albert to be classified as  prohibited for freedom camping. The reason: 

Sports clubs 

Current parking issues 

Next to play centre 

 On shared path 

Locked at night due to anti-social behavior 

 

 

 

 

 



#1411 

Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Metro Softball Club 

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please give consideration for Phyllis Reserve, Mt Albert to be classified as  prohibited for freedom camping. The reason: 

Sports clubs 

Current parking issues 

Next to play centre 

 On shared path 

Locked at night due to anti-social behaviour 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 



#1447 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Albert-Eden has been 
presented as having many locations - whearas other suburbs (eg on the North Shore) will have fewer freedom 
camping areas - this is clearly discrimination against the residents of Albert-Eden. We should allow some 
freedom camping, but not the huge number proposed for our ward, because that is grossly unfair! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Warren Freer Carpark would pose a safety risk if Freedom campers were permitted to camp due to the proximity to both 
a shopping mall and a sports park. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Mt Albert Residents Association Inc 

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Support restriction at Heron 
Park, but do not understand why no other parks in the Albert-Eden area are protected? Why is Heron Park 
singled out? There are other parks in Albert-Eden that should be restricted:  

a.       Ōwairaka Park, Ōwairaka 

High use park, sportsfield, playground, community garden, on shared path, volleyball and skatepark 

b.       Phyllis Reserve, Mount Albert 

Sports clubs, current parking issues, next to playcentre, on shared path, locked at night due to anti-social 
behaviour 

c.       Kūkūwai Park, Ōwairaka 

No toilets, sportsfield, on Shared Path. Locked at night due to anti-social behaviour 

d.       Mount Albert War Memorial Reserve, Mount Albert. 

Consecrated site, used for Anzac services, community centre, bridge club building on site, leisure centre, venues 
for hire and playground on site, large and small events often held in park, playgroup on site, toilets only in Rocket 
Park, lower carpark locked at night due to anti-social behaviour. About to be part of the Central Interceptor work 
site. 

e.       Chamberlain Park, Mount Albert 

Active golf course, no toilets, heritage asset (gun emplacement) on site, locked at night to protect golf course 
asset 

f.        Mount Albert Library, Mount Albert 

Library and CAB on site. 

g.       Mt Albert Town Centre Carpark. 984 New North Rd, Mt Albert. 

Busy carpark servicing the Town Centre from early morning to late evening as well as the Mt Albert Tennis Club 

h.       Mt Albert Town Centre rear Carpark. 226 Carrington Rd (behind the shops) 

Busy carpark servicing the Town Centre from early morning to late evening 

i.         Warren Freer Park 

Sports Club on site. Opposite St Lukes Westfield 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Albert-Eden 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Camper and and camper homes should be only 
in certified camping grounds. Not free choice as to where they choose to park. This will cause choas and an unfair 
burden on local residents in areas that will be in higher demand 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Campers should not be allowed to stay in public streets. 
They should be confined to designated camping facilities with the proper amenities. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is crazy and i struggle to understand how this is justified to even get to this stage for a public vote. This places a 
significant burden on local residents in areas that would be of particular interest to freedom campers. This will not be 
policed effectively.  

Focus on providing more appropriate camping facilities rather than making this the problem of the general public 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will this be policed? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Waiheke specific - even for self contained vehicles, the island has no public waste disposal station for toilets, therefore a 
general ban on freedom camping should be considered. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#461 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I actually think there should be NO freedom camping anywhere in New Zealand.  There are good pay for sites already 
and where I stay overseas there are lots of farmers etc that earn money by renting space at at fair price.  The freedom 
camping system discourages the setting up of smaller cheaper options and also encourages a type of tourism which is 
invasive and destructive to the environment.  If we must have tourism we should have a form which encourages people 
who do spend money!    I spend money on accommodation when I travel why shouldn't they?  Final comment after a 
lifetime of paying taxes it find it "vexing" to not be able to visit my local national park in the summer as all car parks all full 
with "jucy" vans with washing strung up outside them!! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Allow Local Boards to decide what rules are required and to instigate 
strategies to police the rules. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#541 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Any rules are only as good as the ability to police them. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There are only 4 designated 'prohibited' areas on Aotea/Great Barrier Island.  I don't believe that freedom camping 
should be allowed anywhere on the island.  I have seen firsthand the results of people camping along roadside and in 
carparks.  The islanders work so hard to protect and enhance the environment it would be negligent to allow visitors to 
despoil the island which is guaranteed to happen. 
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Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 



#617 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Because people can go about becoming certified self contained to ‘tick a box’ and 
that doesn’t necessarily support the intention of this rule. These self-contained vehicles can often still be ‘invasive’ for 
lack of a better word or still use facilities. Allow people the benefit of the doubt to do the right thing. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Midday would provide a fairer option. As mentioned, 
in high traffic areas, they’d have to abide by those rules and potentially leave earlier, but to expect that in all areas the 
freedom camper should leave by 9am feels more like a ‘move on homeless person 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule, It would 

Another reason (please explain): Within 1 week would be deemed more appropriate. 2-weeks does not strike the right 
balance. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): A week would be long enough in my view 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I think the restricted areas for freedom camping should be far more extensive on Great Barrier. The island has plenty of 
campgrounds, both DOC and private, there is no need to allow freedom camping anywhere on the island. The freedom 
camping vehicles clog up the limited parking places at the beaches and other popular family spots on island. 
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Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 



#1356 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I think the whole of Aotea/great barrier island should be restricted for freedom camping. there are enough beautiful camp 
grounds for people to stay at. I do not want people just parking anywhere and camping. 

the summer of 20-21 there were lots of freedom campers just parking anywhere and not respecting our island. there was 
one group in tryphena who were using the flax bushes where they parked as a toilet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1356 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Aotea/Great Barrier 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It's not Freedom Camping with rules. However, self-containment is necessary for the 
protection on the environment. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-
contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#11 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Stop eroding people’s freedoms in NZ. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: No maximum stay gives campers the best opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom Camping should be 
prohibited at Narrow Neck Beach and the reserve across the road from the beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Racial and ageist profiling that chooses who 
will be allowed to stay under 'discrepancy' that a by law enforcing officer might make. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Because one rotten piece of fruit in a basket should not spoil it for the bunch - have 
rules around what is prohibited (such as defecting in a wooded area), and then let others choose how they abide by 
those rules. Many people are able to responsibly stay in their car without being certified self contained under different 
circumstances without ruining the area. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

What if it is safer to have someone off the road and sleeping in their car, than on the road and possibly killing someone? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If there are bathrooms available,  why is it essential to be self contained? 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think the gao between rich and poor is widening, and why are we making it harder for people who need to live in a 
vehicle. I agree with 2 night policy, as I get people cant set up camp forever, but people should not feel like they are 
criminals for sleeping in their vehicle. I also dont think people need to be self contained if there are bathrooms available. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

If any area's are restricted then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. General rules regarding Certified self 
contained should be applied to all freedom camping area's. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   
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Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 
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Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted 
then other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If any area's are restricted then 
other non restricted area's will be overcrowded. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#469 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I think having general rules will limit the 
freedom of people who aren't intentionally 'Freedom camping' but might be in a one off situation where they have to 
spend an overnight in the car, this could be a number of reasons such as car breakdown or refuge from a domestic 
violence situation. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): three days for the maximum stay rule, what is the point 
of being able to store three days of waste if you can only stay for two days in a space? 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week return period, the no return period would still 
allow other campers to access the spot 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There is little distinction given between freedom campers which cover people who are specifically going to a place with 
the intention of freedom camping and people who are sleeping in their cars due to a series of events that have changed 
their circumstance. I have seen fines given to people who are sleeping in their car when accommodation arrangements 
have been changed but are still utilising the services of a private property. In this case there was no undue effect on the 
environment, access or public. I think more definition for people who have been caught out either by drinking, loss of 
sleeping arrangements, unable to continue driving due to lack of sleep etc. needs to be addressed. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn't be 
a maximum 
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify): 1 week 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify): 1 week 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 week 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 
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Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 week 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if freedom camping is 
undertaking according to the rules then the impact should be negligable 

Restricted sites 
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Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 
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Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#474 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#474 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? We can stop it altogether. Why should the ratepayer pay for tourists holidays? 
Why should we be encouraging cheap holidays  that use private vehicles that add to carbon emissions. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There are private operators who try and make a living at the lower end of the market and for Council to operate in 
competition to them is just blatantly unfair. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Make them instant fines. It is pointless for tourists to collect fines that remain unpaid upon departure from NZ. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should not be any 
freedom camping in the city as there are myriads of cheap options available. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is not a camping ground so 
don't treat it as one. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 



#501 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None: All of the parking should be paid. Why should a generally wealthy sector of out 
population, boat owners, have public amenities provided at no costs. Many of these boats are huge carbon 
emitters and this privilege should come at a cost. 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to 
cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): No return ever 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers or freeloaders should go to camp grounds and/or motels like everyone else who pays their way 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National 
Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think departure by 9am is unnecessarily early. A departure by midday would serve the same purpose and allow far 
more enjoyment 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 



#593 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping will cause serious adverse impacts on the environment 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Should be Nil nights 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping destroys the rights of residents so should NOT be allowed 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is a good start. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping is not intended as a way for tourists to avoid payment for campgrounds. Commercial campground 
would generally be the appropriate place for camper vans and RVs. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#613 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This park should be recognized 
as a neighbourhood park. Parking can become congested on weekends. It is not appropriate for freedom 
campers. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Urban and suburban carparks 
are not appropriate for freedom camping. Designating such carparks for freedom camping indicates that the 
purpose of freedom camping is to avoid paying for accommodation. This idea should not be encouraged. 

There is a campground at Omana cliff top. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The same argument applies as 
for 27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. 

Urban and suburban carparks are not appropriate for freedom camping. Designating such carparks for freedom 
camping indicates that the purpose of freedom camping is to avoid paying for accommodation. This idea should 
not be encouraged. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This park should be recognized 
as a neighbourhood park. It is not appropriate for freedom campers who view it as a free place to stay. Our local 
parks should not be provided as a way for tourists to avoid paying for accommodation. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This park should be 
recognized as a neighbourhood carpark. Parking can become congested on weekends. It is not appropriate for 
freedom campers. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This park should be 
recognized as a neighbourhood park. It is not appropriate for freedom campers. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is not appropriate for 
freedom campers. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This carpark should be 
recognized as a neighbourhood amenity. It is not appropriate for freedom campers. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Parking here is at a premium 
for those wishing to enjoy the walkway. It is not appropriate for freedom camping. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a neighbourhood 
amenity. It is not appropriate for freedom camping. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping is not 
intended as a way for tourists to avoid payment for campgrounds. The Sandspit Holiday Park is nearby. That 
would be the appropriate place for RVs. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This carpark should be 
recognized as a neighbourhood amenity. It is not appropriate for freedom campers. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping is not 
intended as a way for tourists to avoid payment for campgrounds. There are a number of campgrounds nearby. 
They would be the appropriate places for RVs. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Urban and suburban carparks 
are not appropriate for freedom camping. Designating such carparks for freedom camping indicates that the 
purpose of freedom camping is to avoid paying for accommodation. This idea should not be encouraged. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Urban and suburban carparks 
are not appropriate for freedom camping. Designating such carparks for freedom camping indicates that the 
purpose of freedom camping is to avoid paying for accommodation. This idea should not be encouraged. 

The nearby Baldrock View Farm provides spaces for camper vans. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? No need for more rules 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? No need for more rules 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? No need for more rules 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No need for more rules 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping is ok in car parks however should be  banned from public streets 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Should also be banned from 
the streets surrounding Cheltenham beach as these areas get congested with parking in summer 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Will be hard to control backpacker’s on the roads 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Don’t know 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? We don’t want people sleeping in the cars on 
our streets 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):To small cars are certified as camping cars and 
people do not use their portable toilets and shower’s . They are there just to comply with rule’s 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people, 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If i sleep in a bustop I am ok however if I sleep in a car it is a problem I do not 
support my right to see any part of the country restricted by the lack of finances ie req plumbing etc or a self contained 
sticker.Support more toilets however there are places to use toilets doesn't mean I will litter either alot of rubbish in public 
car parks by maccas that have nothing to do with campers 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Some will miss out or be fined and hassled by 
officers if they had the money am sure they would be in a camper motel etc not a car 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that 
could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If people had money they would not NEC be in a car self contained  vehicles cost alot and alot as known do not use 
plumbing as such.It should be avail to all to not only the wealthy. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Do not allow it to occur at high use areas. Eg. Milford beach reserve. 
Takapuna beach reserve. These areas are exceptionally busy with people enjoying the public facilities and if they are 
covered in freedom campers and entire vibe and atmosphere of the spaces will change. Freedom campers should be 
allowed at reserves that are quiet and the impact will not be felt as significantly. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1010 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#1010 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am in support of freedom camping and think it's a great activity. 

My only concern is that tourists who use this option avoid the accommodation provider targeted rate and are only paying 
a small amount of GST and so no funding goes to our Regional Parks. They are using the Regional Parks and that does 
lead to wear and tear and those costs are not recovered. 

I think there should be a targeted rate applied at rental places for when non-Auckland residents hire campervans etc. so 
they can contribute towards a fund for looking after our parks and beaches. Residents would of course be exempt as 
they already pay rates. 

I would even suggest that there are lower rates for those opting to hire more sustainable vehicles e.g. electric vans. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support freedom campers at all and believe that they should be totally  
banned in New Zealand. NZ has sufficient privately owned camping sites and like staying in a hotel, campers should be 
in those privately owned camping sites only This eliminates any damage to the environment  and reduces the costs 
which local councils have to pay out every year to clean up freedom campers garbage dumped wherever they like. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping in residential areas! Also, have public parks set down for freedom camping is asking for trouble and 
lawlessness by a small group of NON-rate paying people. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The council will be completely unable to police ANY of these laws. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce the self-
containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By limiting numbers of vehicles and number of nights stay in unregulated areas. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#1113 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This would be a good 
location for a short stay, so long as local parking isn't impeded by day. therefore, one night only and departure at 
a reasonably early time, say 8am. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a good area for 
freedom camping and suits a reasonable number of vehicles without significant negative impact. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#1189 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I live in a quiet residential street near a popular beach. 
It's already difficult for residents and local people to find off-street parking especially in summer.  If residential streets in 
suburbs near beaches are permitted to return to nearby residential streets on a regular basis, residents will be subjected 
to a constant cycle of freedom campers and itinerant people parking outside homes, blocking driveways beach access 
and beach carparking for the ratepaying locals. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will these rules be policed? Until Aucklanders can be assured of efficient and consistent enforcement, there will be 
very low support for freedom camping and great potential for conflict between residents and people who prefer to live in 
vehicles who contribute very little to the community and local economy. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Given that there are only 2 designated prohibited areas for the Devonport-Takapuna local board area, do we assume 
that freedom camping is permitted everywhere else? 

We already have problems with too many people sleeping in vehicles near popular local beaches for extended periods of 
time. They leave rubbish, food waste that attracts vermin and take up the limited parking spaces that local residents pay 
for via their rates. 

Not every vehicle is a tourist freedom camper. Some are homeless with mental health problems and anti-social 
behaviours.  And others have set up tents on the beachside reserve for overnight stays. 
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Freedom campers are travelling on the cheap, they don't want to spend money - they don't support the local economy to 
the degree that mitigates the inconvenience of having them invading local streets. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be more 
prohibited  areas than this 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be more 
prohibited areas than this. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have a major concern that already in my area (near a beach) the roads are full of residents vehicles and campers will 
take away the parking spaces for residents who should have priority as rate payers and protectors of the area.  Also the 
size of campers restricts vision for those trying to enter and exist their properties.   How will delivery trucks and rubbish 
collection get through the narrower streets?   The weekends create excessive parking in my area for people wishing to 
enjoy the beach as it is.  (Milford)  Residential streets are not right for campers in principle.   Who and how is this going 
to be monitored?   Council will be reliant of residents to monitor and what happens with issues?   Already police and 
council staff are over utlilised.   How is it funded?   Ratepayers should'nt have to fit this cost.   How is the calibre of 
people monitored - pedifiles, potential burglers etc.   How will residents be protected?   I have concerns that people may 
consider living full time in their camper on several streets in the area - ie; moving a street each night if there is restricted 
stay.   

This questionnaire doesn't address the option of NO residential street parking! 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I support a 3 night maximum stay. A 2 night maximum 
stay means o ly o e day to enjoy the area. Self containment rules are based on 3day water and black water storage. 
Overnight stay limit should align with that 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Auckland, Aucklanders, and local businesses enjoy a number of benefits from freedom campers. Auckland needs to 
provide better amenities to pay back the freedom campers so to speak. 

Either flushing public toilets with potable water, or strategic dump stations around the region as a minimum would go a 
long way to minimizing problems associated with freedom camping. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The information states currently there are only 11 areas in all of Auckland region, and notes that many are over capacity 
many times, leading to problems. 

The proposal highlights many additional restrictions, but doesn't mention  how many spaces will be available under the 
proposed bylaw. 

It also doesn't mention  what additional facilities council will provide (dump stations, toilets) to help prevent the 
stereotypical problems. 

The overview of the proposed bylaw highlights the increasing restrictions, limited facilities, and veiled intent to eventually 
ban it altogether. 

The pandemic has shown we can't rely on high paying foreign tourists. We need to encourage local budget/value 
conscious locals to enjoy staycations, and not make it harder to enjoy our regions. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 



#1223 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom  campers have been shown to cause a negative impact on the environment 
and cause safety hazards to pedestrians and cyclists.  General rules are not sufficient to ensure the safety of others and 
protection of the natural environment.  Specific locations should be identified were harm to the environment can be 
mitigated and were the parking of large vehicles will not enraged the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.   There should be 
limits on the number of campers in every one of these prescribed locations for the same reasons. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom  campers have been shown to cause a negative impact on the 
environment and cause safety hazards to pedestrians and cyclists.  General rules are not sufficient to ensure the safety 
of others and protection of the natural environment.  Specific locations should be identified were harm to the environment 
can be mitigated and were the parking of large vehicles will not enraged the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.   There 
should be limits on the number of campers in every one of these prescribed locations for the same reasons. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? All areas should be regulated and properly patrolled and enforced.  infringements should be 
delta with by impounding the vehicle not just with fines. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This set of rules is not sufficient to protect the environment and ensure the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.  

It is also necessary to support and protect the interests of Auckland residents and rate payers to ensure perpetual 
occupation of favored camp sites does not interfere with their privacy, security and peaceful habitation of their homes. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Once permitted areas are identified and designated rather than permitting all areas 

Part 3 - a maximum duration must be set for the the term "temporary" 

Part 4 - enforcement must be by immediate removal and impoundment of the vehicle 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Residential neighbourhood streets are not 
suitable for freedom campers. They should have specific reserve sites or go into camping grounds. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We have experienced raw human sewerage behind rocks on Milford beach. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Residents in areas where freedom camping is 
allowed will have to look at vans and laundry every day, when one vehicle leaves another will take its place. 

Carparks paid for by ratepayers and for the use of ratepayers will be occupied by freedom campers.   

Beautiful views will be blighted by vans, laundry, camp cooking. 

Cities are not places to freedom camp.  There are camping grounds. 

No one ever polices the rules. 

Dogs run freely in no-dogs-allowed areas, and no-dogs-off-leash areas, no one polices this, even when there are multiple 
complaints. 

Tents are erected on the reserve at Narrow Neck Beach every weekend, this prevents others from enjoying the space 
and the playground, no one polices this. 

Tents and marquees are creeping along to Cheltenham Beach and King Edward Parade and on the playground at 
Vauxhall Reserve, no one polices this. 
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There is already a new problem with vehicles parking every night on Queens Parade with doors open and playing loud 
boom box music.  In spite of police being called, no one polices this. 

Allowing freedom camping in these areas will only encourage more of this behaviour, already people have been camping 
overnight on the reserve along King Edward Parade, no one polices this. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): True self-contained vehicles must be officially certified and the use of 'self-contained' 
stickers found on many hire vehicles with portable toilets - that are never used anyway, should be banned. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom campers should not be allowed in cities.  They 
should be required to find a camping ground. 

No one will police the maximum stay rule. 

It is all very well having these bylaws but in reality no one polices or upholds them. 
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Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom campers should not be allowed at all on 
public land in cities. 

No one will police this rule. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Again cities and city streets and parks are not the 
place for freedom campers. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I believe that cities should be off-limits for freedom campers.  They take car park spaces paid for by ratepayers and 
needed by commuters.   In cities they should be required to go to camping grounds. 

It is unfair for ratepaying residents to have to permanently have camper vans in their view every day. 

The reality is that none of the rules will be policed, there are already rules about dogs and not erecting tents on reserves 
but it happens daily and in spite of complaints none of the complaints are acted on and no one goes around policing the 
rules. 

The carpark at Narrow Neck Beach always had (prior to covid) around a dozen freedom campers daily over summer with 
their washing hanging in the trees. 

The waterfront along Kings Parade was lined with freedom campers which residents had to look at every day. 

Freedom campers take much needed and diminishing carparks that should be for residents and commuters. 

Why should ratepayers subsidise peoples' holidays? 

Why should residents' enjoyment of their surroundings be encroached on in order to allow non-paying visitors to use our 
spaces? 

Freedom campers are not big spenders, so why do we want to make such sacrifices for them? 

Freedom camping is more suited to areas outside cities. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This new law will lead to a lot of trouble and upset communities.  The bylaws will not be policed or enforced, we know 
this from past experience. 

There should be no freedom camping on public spaces within the main city urban area. 

Freedom campers always look for the places with the best views.  This means that not only will car parking spaces be 
almost permanently taken, residents opposite those areas will have their views permanently blighted by camper vans. 

These bylaws are strongly in favour of freedom campers and do not consider the rights of ratepayers and their enjoyment 
of their surroundings. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? To make this a prohibited 
area is really achieving nothing because it is a paid-parking and time-restricted area, so no freedom campers are 
going to use it anyway, so what is being prohibited - nothing? 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is not a camping ground.  
Nor is any place, road, reserve, park in the city.  Freedom campers should be required to use official camping 
grounds when in cities. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? Woodall Park carpark at Narrow Neck Beach, Devonport has no 
capacity for weekend campers. FULL UP FULL UP FULL UP! 

Narrow Neck is widely used by beachgoers, the local community, Devonport Schools Waterwise, recreational fishermen 
and their trailers, and very large groups of whanau and visitors over the weekends.  The sailing club hosts learn to sail 
programs and national regattas throughout the year.  Parking availability needs to be retained for the general public.  

 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): NO WEEKEND stays at Woodall Carpark, NARROW 
NECK 

Narrow Neck is widely used by beachgoers, the local community, Devonport Schools Waterwise, recreational fishermen, 
and very large groups of whanau and visitors over the weekends.  The sailing club hosts le 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): NARROW NECK: 

freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 10am on the day of departure.  PARKING IS NOT 
PERMITTED AT ANY TIME OVER THE WEEKENDS 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): NO CAMPERVAN PARKING PERMITTED AT 
WOODALL CARPARK, NARROW NECK AT ANY TIME ON A WEEKEND OR PUBLIC HOLIDAY. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

NO CAMPERVAN PARKING PERMITTED AT WOODALL CARPARK, NARROW NECK AT ANY TIME ON A 
WEEKEND OR PUBLIC HOLIDAY. Narrow Neck is widely used by beachgoers, the local community, Devonport Schools 
Waterwise, recreational fishermen, and very large groups of whanau and visitors over the weekends and public holidays.  
The sailing club hosts learn to sail programs and national regattas throughout the year.  Parking must be retained for the 
general public. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

will there be a dedicated enforcement team available over the weekends? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? 1. Restriction to be applied to 
Narrow Neck Beach. NO CAMPERVAN PARKING PERMITTED AT WOODALL CARPARK, NARROW NECK AT 
ANY TIME ON A WEEKEND OR PUBLIC HOLIDAY.  

2. the whole waterfront should be included (ie King Edward Parade)  aCampervans 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? one small area in Devonport 
is INSUFFICIENT as the area attracts a huge number of freedom campers when it was open a few years ago.  

Restrictions must be applied to King Edward Parade and Woodall carpark, Narrow Neck.   

Parking must be retained for the local community/homeowners /rate payers 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule 
without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): We feel that general rules should be applied rather than making it too complicated so 
that everybody knows where they stand. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The proposed $800 fine is totally unfair due to the complicated rules Auckland Council are attempting to introduce.  
There is no point in increasing rules if you do not enforce the ones we have now.  

Auckland Council needs to look at Tauranga which used to be a difficult place to freedom camp.  Now with an increased 
number of parking spaces available, well defined parking areas with clear signage, the freedom camping areas work 
well.  The key to their success in Tauranga is that the freedom camping areas are enforced. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Because the park is large 
enough for 2/3 spaces to create more areas to park in Auckland with restrictions on the length of stay, to be 
enforced by the Council. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The general problem with 
freedom camping in Auckland is that the rules are not enforced. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In the Bylaw, freedom camping should be prohibited in Narrow Neck Beach area (car park) over weekends and public 
holidays. The car park is already overcrowded on those days with boat trailers and general public - having freedom 
campers in addition would be untenable. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should 
also be prohibited in the Narrow Neck Beach area / car park over weekends (Fri / Sat night) and public holidays 
(nights before  and after each day). It is already too busy with boat trailers and general public on those days. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): These general rules allow for freedom camping in Auckland residential streets and I 
firmly believe that this does NOT protect the health and safety of people ordinarily using the area nor does it protect vital 
access. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not agree with freedom camping being allowed on any streets in residential areas of all of Auckland. It would not 
protect the health and safety of people ordinarily using the area not protect access especially in the event of an 
emergency.  

I note that your proposed restricted areas include some carparks and numbers allowed and spaces are specified. But 
what about all the other public carparks especially those near beaches? Two that I know from experience are at Narrow 
Neck beach and by the surf club at Omaha. The possibility under your proposed rules is that 20 freedom campervans 
could park for up to 2 days and restrict access to the general public. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think 10am would be a sensible departure time allowing some leisure time for motor caravanners before areas get busy. 
Would also suit my lifestyle! 

Additionally, I don't agree with the restriction of 2 nights on Waiheke, I have stayed there without issues before and 
would recommend that a public dump station be installed somewhere central on the island. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

$800 does seem a bit severe, I think the law should have teeth but not be unduly penal. Most offences committed are not 
severe against a scale of civic offences. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Just needing to be sure that 
Narrow Neck beach is a permitted area as it was at one point restricted, I don't see a problem with parking there. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Milford Residents Association Inc. 

Your local board: Devonport-Takapuna 



#1463 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): General rules need to be implemented to support local neighbourhoods. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

A agree to the General Rules, but with other conditions to be applied.  ie  Freedom Camping in proximity to Residential 
Houses, restricted number of Freedom Camping in Vehicles in prime parking areas ie beach front parking. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

If we only have two prohibited areas on the Devonport Takapuna area, then we should ensure that Freedom Camping is 
restricted - by signage - to only a certain number of parking spaces in beachfront areas ie Milford Beach Carpark, two 
carparks not on the seaward side of the carpark. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#59 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#62 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? This council is inept. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Auckland has a massive issue with homelessness which includes the lucky ones who are living in their cars. 

Sort out this freedom camping before you worry about the freedom camping of people who are visiting this City. 

You have full face tattoo (profanities and gang symbols not cultural) gang members in the middle of traffic holding their 
cups up to Windows and attempting to intimidate people on their way to and from work then going back to the tent on the 
side of the road to drink liquor. 

And people cannot avoid it because they are stuck in horrendous traffic. 

Set some bylaws up to control our issue with crime and gun violence or alternatively worry about sorting our 
infrastructure issues. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not support any rules that allow people to sleep in vehicles on roads, residential streets or similar overnight unless 
they are on private property. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets. 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 



#151 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping 
in vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Restricted sites 
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Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not support any sleeping in 
vehicles overnight on any road or streets. I own a motor home and don’t want homeless people sleeping outside 
my house on the street. There are enough parking issues on our streets as it is. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? by providing facilities; toilets and rubbish bins for a start 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that 
could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): the provision of facilities at a site will negate the requirement for self containment and 
allow freedom camping in the true sense of the word. We are a country famous for welcoming backpackers we need to 
ensure that we provide the facilities for this to continue. Auckland council continually put red tape around things rather 
than look for solutions; especially solutions where they have to provide a service 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): if you insist on a rule such as this then 48 hours to a 
week is sufficient for non-return. how do you propose to regulate this anyway?????? 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? it would be useful if your 
maps also showed where you can still freedom camp - rather feel you are trying to remove all freedom camping 
from rural locations 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? areas like this where tents 
are not really practical should have a vehicle only restriction. it would be useful if your maps also showed where 
you can still freedom camp - rather feel you are trying to remove all freedom camping from rural locations 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? self contained vehicles 
permitted as no facilities available. max no vehicles 4 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fines for non compliance should be moderate and education be made part of enforcement 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Area little used and could be 
available for one freedom camper subject to restrictions 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom Camping should be 
allowed in Car Park Eastern end of beach subject to specific Restrictions     Ideal site for 2or 3 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Ideal sit which little used by 
public after hours (including Holiday periods) 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? there should not be freedom 
camping at Kariotahi beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 



#275 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I support a limit on the number of nights however 2 
nights is too restrictive 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#275 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): McRent NZ / Pokeno 

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in 
the same road or parking area within a 5 day period 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers never camp where they are meant too they jusy camp where they want. 

The council / police / community policing rarely patrol the areas that are frequented by freedom campers or designated 
areas to ensure the rules are adhered to. 

We are reliant on the freedom campers good will which is sometimes lacking 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They all seem like great rules 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a very busy area where 
Mums and Dad's park to pick up and drop off kids for school.  Motorhomes and campers generally take up more 
than one car park. This car park is usually full with cars early morning and 3pm. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

General rules seem to cover everything 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#540 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#540 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, It would 
be too hard to enforce a no-return period rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules give some clarity to freedom campers as to what is and is not 
permitted at these site's as well as giving the general public the same 

That way councle may not receive as many waste of time calles to these people/places 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 



#797 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

so many people just do not understand that rules are there for a reason. so many leaving their rubbish around and 
toileting where they shouldn't. Hopefully we get few of those sort in Auckland. It is an amazing place if everyone does 
their part. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is good to have general rules around “Freedom camping in certified self contained vehicles” but the problem is 
“Freedom camping in tents” on council land. Here in Kawakawa Bay in South East Auckland, there is a growing problem 
with people arriving for the weekend and public holidays to camp along the foreshore reserves. There are often large 
groups of people, tents and vehicles camped on the beachside reserves. Health, hygiene and littering are some of the 
major concerns around this activity. Noise and bad behaviour often occurs also. There needs to be much better 
enforcement around this to ensure that this problem stops getting worse. The enforcement officers need to have strong 
and applicable powers to move these people on straight away OR fine and/or confiscate equipment. At the moment it 
seems that a warning is given for people to move on the next day OR enforcement officers arrive during the working 
week, when the issue has been reported at the weekend, to discover that the offenders have left… 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Regretefulley  odd people will spoil it for the bulk of campers, these people should be recorded, & fined, 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There should be a way to ensure access to places for general public, not just for 
campers 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think this bylaw can have seasonal adjustments. E.g. it can be less restrictive off-peak as less people spend time 
outdoors. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Must ensure fines are actually paid 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the council should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We live at Maraetai Beach , already we are having huge escalation in nighttime fights and violence-freedom camping 
here is dangerous 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Escalating violence at night 
on beach- we have been here 25 years and it is now dangerous and menacing at night. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Escalating violence at night on 
beach and roads around Maraetai- we have been here 25 years and it is now dangerous and menacing at night. 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Escalating violence at night on 
beach and roads around Maraetai- we have been here 25 years and it is now dangerous and menacing at night. 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#1075 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should not be 
allowed at any pohutuka beaches including Beachlands. These beaches are fully used by south Auckland 
communities and it is already hard to finf parking at peak times 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#1085 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

That the non return period should be for the area not just the location to prevent them going 100 meters down the road 
and starting the two day cycle over again. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Areas where people drive to a scenic area and need to 
come back on same route need to catered for most people's holidays will not exceed 2 weeks. Better to set this as a 
working week to discourage non tourists from staying for long periods in one area. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): would love to be able to park somewhere permanently have toilet and shower 
facilities which requires gold coin to use and also maybe a payment I.e $50 per week to stay there which would make the 
council money help local businesses and reduce the issues of freedom campers. 

I agree with what this Gentleman wrote. 

Whanganui spent money providing freedom camping spots along the river with toilets for freedom campers with no 
issues. Come on Auckland you can do the same 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I believe Council should extend the stay to a maximum 
of three nights considering the 1st night is usually 4-5pm at night so you then have two full days left to explore the 
surroundings. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rubbish containers can be a problem so either provide them or fine people who deposit rubbish, 

This would have to be done with cameras strategically placed close by. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The $800 fine is overly aggressive and punitive and does not match the current $200 fine for breaching freedom camping 
rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1131 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Why are you charging $800 thats over the top and it should be proof of neglect not just an instant charge . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

please reduce the to match the Freedom act of $200. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should be incidental, two weeks no return rule not long enough to deter gypsy behaviour of living two 
week cycle across various sites 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): if my vehicle is registered and warrant of fitness  i can park legally  on most roads in 
Auckland  .u can not stop that . 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? monitor vehicles with out toilets  , build more toilets  and cash in on the 
campers ,on line payment 8 dollars night per vehicle big industry work with us or be voted out . 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? wel who gives u that right, the next thing is u will close off parts of auckland , like iwi r doing 
up north 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

max fine 200 , as usual small minded idiots , revenue gathers , paid  over night spots , on line would bring in huge 
revenue for council ,  a sign pay on line,  8 dollars per vehicle per night , a popular spot could bring in 4000 a year , this 
is done every where in nz by the regional parks , wake up 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 



#1214 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I would propose 1 week no return. This would still limit 
abuse of the site by full time on the road campers but not require them to exhaust other nearby options forcing them to 
travel greater distances. Using more fuel and increasing their environmental impact. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would suggest being much more discerning when declaring public sites unavailable on “cultural grounds”. This is an 
area of policy that is being heavily abused by persons with more of an interest in utterly undeserved authority and 
exclusivity of access than on “cultural sensitivities”. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Any public property with flat sealed areas should be available for and have designated spots available to freedom camp 
within the strict provisions of the act. This need not impose undue pressure on the council to police such a large number 
of sites. NZMCA membership is predicated on adherence to fair use and good neighbour policies that would help to self 
monitor clear breaches. Fines for these breaches would be easily administered with time and date stamped photographic 
evidence 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 



#1295 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Speaking for the Pohutukawa Coast in Franklin enforcement of the rules has been left in the main to the local 
communities who are expected by Auckland Council to be unpaid policeman and rubbish collectors.   

For example,  Whitford Point in Kawakawa Bay. People camp opposite the playground most weekends . They leave 
rubbish behind and ignore  the no camping signs. The local community call Auckland Council and get the response that 
someone will come out in 2-3 days.  By this time the campers have left.  It is intimidating to have to confront the campers. 

At Orere Point the local community have been happy with the enforcement trial Auckalnd Council ran over  summer 
2020- 21. It  gave the community another buttress (albeit a thin one) against the beach being inundated by campers. It is 
hoped the continuation of the trial this year helps to get the message across that free camping is not sanctioned by 
Auckland Council or residents. 

The Freedom Camping debate has had less steam of late with Covid reducing the international visitors and camper vans.  
It is New Zealanders turning up and camping anywhere they want that remains the issue, and the local communities do 
not feel this is fully addressed in the Freedom Camping discussions Auckland Council has been conducting for several 
years now. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I think in general the bylaw should "promote" freedom camping within guidlines 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Bad question " do you support general rules " - seriously - !! 

Some of your general rules are good - i support those 

Some are bonkers - i dont support those. 

Please stop regulating vehicles. Its people who litter, cause problems. This is a people problem. Some vans are self 
contained. Some people are not. you get mess when you put an un self contained person in a self contained van. - 
Regardless how well you " fix " the toilet. 

Define the problem - Fix the problem. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Responsible Camping group has it nailed. Stop fretting over toilet fittings and 
work on the people. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? define problems? 

Campgrounds define it as all the freeloaders who arent paying campground accommodation ($70 per night for my family 
of 4 in our CSC motorhome) 

"How can we prevent problems... ? " better questions please 
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How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? some rules will... vague question. Yes - 
specific answer. Result - no value for analysis 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):The litter act (1977) fines folks for littering 

The RMA fines folks for dumping ($10K +) 

regulate the behaviour we wish to end/fix  

A year long debate on fixed toilets vs tents vs portable toilets is wasted space. 

RCAi has this problem solved. Go read up and endorse. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

CSC is promoted by NZMCA and Tourism industry to maintain privileged access to NZ's camping infrastructure. 
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I want my kids to be able to do the kiwi car trip. If they  need a $50K motorhome to do it in, then its for home owners only. 

Please Council reviewers - This survey is about Kiwi's accessing public land. There are thousands of "problems" we can 
pick up -  but really  losing access to our beaches, and special places seems huge in comparison.  

We have generations of Aucklanders growing up who have NEVER spent a night at a beach. Keep the opportunity open. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This bylaw appears to be in direct contravention to the Freedom Camping Act  

Excluding freedom camping has to be for a good reason -not sure what restricting Maraetai foreshore would be  

If its "rubbish and poo" then thats covered in other legislation - Revisit your list of EXCLUSIONS the are abhorrent. 

We have an amazing place. Share it ! 

Also - please get smart about sharing. Over winter - the carparks are empty. Make spaces available for visitors to 
Auckalnd in campers. As the locals ramp up - dial it back. We're in 2020+ we can do this !! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): two nights is too short, maybe 4 should be fine. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Making public spaces private to sanitise wealthy home owners views ,under the 
pretext that it is freedom campers who create harms such as litter and toilet waste.  This is not a harm caused by this 
group patently, but which has been demonised as a group and blamed for the countrywide unavailabilty of public spaces, 
bins  and toilets. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have many more freedom camping opportunities so one space is not over 
subscribed. Have litter and toilet management  facilities more widely available and policed\managed (ie emptying 
overflowing bins.)  Freedom camping causes none of the harms  but a lot of kiwis are dirty filthy beggars and leave 
rubbish and throw it from vehicles. Instant fines for offenders needs to be enforced. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Only a privileged selection of wealthier people 
with land,computer skills and social agency will even have the opportunity or skill to answer this survey or even know 
about it! Certainly the least wealthy who will probably be the most disadvantaged are the most  unable to change their 
circumstances or contribute to this discussion. The entitled few who can afford luxury homes with built in toilets have 
plenty of options when it comes to accommodation, those who are homeless or poor, (as more and more of our country 
is becoming) or who have average incomes and several children can never afford the cost of a camping ground which 
once was in the reach of most kiwis. Reducing access to the public estate is a scary prospect for those who value 
egalitarian principles and know the value of children having a relationship with the land. 
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Restricting access of the public estate to it's own citizenry is terrifying. If a city the size of Auckland can not provide toilet 
and rubbish bin facilities  or police them, that is not a problem of the citizenry; it is a problem of the priority and 
management from the council. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

To my surprise Franklin district board made sensible responses to the question which pleased me considering the 
conservative nature of the group. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think 3 days is fairer 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Franklin 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days maximum stay is appropriate 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

the point of making people have toilets in their vehicles to access the public estate put the wealthy at greater advantage 
than ever (who already have other choices) and families and poor people at even greater distance/disadvantage from 
nature and places of great beauty. Freedom campers don't pollute, dirty people do. It's the job of councils to provide 
enough places and facilities that as many as want to access the outdoors can, cleanly.  

One thing Councils need to ensure is areas for freedom campers with good lighting to aid security.  

We been more freedom camping areas not less. Remember we spend money in all areas across NZ, the more 
restrictions you apply, the less tourist dollars are spent in Auckland and beyond. Freedom Campers are not the enemy 
and should not be treated as such. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fines for breaking rules especially if unintentionally. $1,000 fines is ridiculous and in my opinion just snother revenue 
gathering exercise. No fine should be greater than $300 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, The cost of buying, hiring, or 
converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom 
camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Shorter 
stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): perhaps one week. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, The cost of buying, hiring, or 
converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom 
camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This is unnecessary sand will as significant cost to my rates to regulate. New Zealanders are not the problem. Legislate 
for non resident tourists that are the main culprit for rule breaking. Fine those kiwis that are running it for everyone else. 
Don't cray rules to ruin it for everyone and add more cost to rates 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  



#105 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? At least 30% 
of the area 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? All of Auckland should be 
accessible to all nz residents 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? All nz residents should be 
allowed free access without restriction. Fine if they actually do something like dump water or waste. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Non nz residents should be 
the target. Not kiwis. This is a awful proposal 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why on earth would this be 
suggested. How cruel. Sure for visitors to nz. But not for nz residents 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the council should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it 
much more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 12pm 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): This is New Zealand why should we ban people from “The Kiwi Experience” 

Spend more time and effort educating tourists not from NZ on cleaning up after themselves. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not support any of the rules. I think that anything kiwi is being taken away to satisfy certain types of people.  

Leave the freedom camping alone. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Rules always do. 

Freedom camping is a great kiwi escape and to start taking that away like they have in other areas isn't kiwi. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Don't do it. 

The close for maintenance would be one I'm mildly behind 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It can be intimidating when freedom campers take over large areas with extra tents 
and belongings and they should not be allowed to stay parked during the day. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Often freedom campers take up valuable parks of other users and take the place over. These rules are really good and 
should extend to everywhere used as Freedom camping Areas. Places like Hamilton's Gap should be removed as 
Freedom Camping spots as it is so remote that bylaws are never enforced and people stay here long term. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): If they’re expected to not return to a spot for 2 weeks but 
can only stay 2 nights per area  it seems like you’re trying to make it difficult for them. Either more nights should be 
available EG 3-4 or Less time between ‘no return period’. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): As explained above if they’re only staying in an area 
for 2 nights and needing to stay away 2 weeks that’s sad as. Either more days in 1 area or less stand down time. I think it 
works better to have more days allowed  keep stand down  time 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Stop making it seem like you’re trying to phase out freedom camping. If you need to make restrictions then you need to 
ease up elsewhere. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#314 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Suburban Auckland should not entertain ANY freedom camping 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Lose the word freedom I DONT LIKE THE BAD HABIT OF SOME OVERSEAS VISITORS COMING TO BEAUTIFUL NZ 
AND GIVING THEM THE GREEN LIGHT TO USE THE OUTDOORS AS A TOILET.  

WOULD THEY LIKE  ME GOING TO TOILET IN THEIR BACK GARDEN.  

OH AND PUT IN MORE TOILETS IN PUBLIC AREAS 

ZERO TOLERANCE  

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Not what I call a scenic 
holiday pit stop 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? . Residential ratepayers not a 
holiday hot spot asking for unsociable behaviour 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Unsociable behaviour 
magnet 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Unsociable behaviours 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By simply enforcing existing laws, i.e. public nuisance, littering etc. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Many people who will not be able to afford 
getting a vehicle certified self contained will be unable to camp as a result. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Hiw will you enforce this ? Who will police it. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The number of freedom 
camping places at Piha should be restricted to 15 per night and should be elocated to the areas with public  
toilets 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Is support self containtment in general, but I 
think the self containment rule should be reviews and there should be a separation for  

A) Able to live inside continuously - i.e. cook, sleep, eat, toilet etc., and able to stand upright. This would cause minimal 
disruption for the surrounding environment.  

B) As per the current self contained rules,  where wile all rules are satisfied like on-board toilet, waste water etc but you 
would reasonable expect to require to occupy outside vehicle space to cook and socialise. I.e. the toyota estima's and 
converted station cars. 

For A: Minimal infrastructure is required. The campervan is considered of a level that one would rather use the space 
inside than i.e. a public toilet, or have to prepare food etc on a public carpark which could cause disruption to locals. 

For B: More infrastructure required. It's more likely that people need a covered area to cook and rely on public toilet as 
their own are not easily accessable.   

Having this separation still allows for the traditional backpacker / budget style camping which makes NZ popular for "B" 
type campervans. They would not be allowed in spaces where local disruption is likely and providing them quality 
alternatives avoids rule-breaking and still the experience that they are looking for at a low cost. 

For A, you can reasonably set an expectation that no outdoor cooking, washing, "setting up camp" is allowed. Disruption 
is minimal so you an allow for freedom camping in more populated areas or where people are simply looking for a nice 
view for the night but do not require any else than a parking spot at a pleasant location. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We are a family of 4 (2 small kids) and it's often hard to find a nice place for the night and nothing else. We just want to 
tour around, spend a day at a beach or or sightseeing, and then find a nice place for the night and move the next day. 
This is hard with the current rules as the only options are often a remote - industrial like - carpark, or the need to arrive 
somewhere at 9am to "claim" your spot and don't move for the rest of the day - which is not an option for us. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I can't get this bylaw file to open in a timely manner but I believe there is a ridiculous fine proposed of $800 or something 
- that's out of all proportion unless someone sets up camp permanently and trashes the place (where they will be 
homeless and you won't get your $800 anyway). Spot fine of $100, no time and $ wasted on legal costs. Plenty big 
enough for a parking fine. 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are NOT 
SAFE anywhere where there are only 1-3 vehicles. We are safe in bigger numbers. Any sensible campers won't 
even bother with spaces that are very far apart and only have a couple of spaces, we just go elsewhere. Only the 
desperate and homeless bother with these restrictions. 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are NOT 
SAFE anywhere where there are only 1-3 vehicles. We are safe in bigger numbers. Any sensible campers won't 
even bother with spaces that are very far apart and only have a couple of spaces, we just go elsewhere. Only the 
desperate and homeless bother with these restrictions. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? good safe spot 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are NOT 
SAFE anywhere where there are only 1-3 vehicles. We are safe in bigger numbers. Any sensible campers won't 
even bother with spaces that are very far apart and only have a couple of spaces, we just go elsewhere. Only the 
desperate and homeless bother with these restrictions. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rules are only as good as they are enforced.  If not strictly enforced, these are just ink on paper. Hence, it is expected 
that these general rules will be strictly enforced on everyone, without exception, and all violators will be penalised 
accordingly.  High penalties and strict enforcement are very effective in ensuring compliance of the rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Minimum penalty should be $5000 not $200 to ensure maximum compliance.  Otherwise, people who can buy or rent 
RVs can very well afford a fine of $200 or even $1000. 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Proper signages must be put 
in place with full disclosure of the rules and the penalties of breaching the rules, if any. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Proper signages must be put 
in place with full disclosure of the rules and the penalties of breaching the rules, if any. 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Proper signages must be put 
in place with full disclosure of the rules and the penalties of breaching the rules, if any. 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Proper signages must be put in 
place with full disclosure of the rules and the penalties of breaching the rules, if any. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Self containment means self containment (blackwater is in a container that is sealed 
and needs a dump station). If people do not want to use dump stations even if they have a toilet cassette or fitted toilet 
(they both have blackwater tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and make a mess as they sometimes do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Self containment means self containment (blackwater is in a container that is 
sealed and needs a dump station). If people do not want to use dump stations even if they have a toilet cassette or fitted 
toilet (they both have blackwater tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and make a mess as they sometimes 
do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 
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How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Self containment means self containment (blackwater is in a container that is sealed and 
needs a dump station). If people do not want to use dump stations even if they have a toilet cassette or fitted toilet (they 
both have blackwater tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and make a mess as they sometimes do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Self containment means self containment 
(blackwater is in a container that is sealed and needs a dump station). If people do not want to use dump stations even if 
they have a toilet cassette or fitted toilet (they both have blackwater tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and 
make a mess as they sometimes do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Self containment means self containment 
(blackwater is in a container that is sealed and needs a dump station). If people do not want to use dump stations even if 
they have a toilet cassette or fitted toilet (they both have blackwater tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and 
make a mess as they sometimes do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 



#1268 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Self containment means self containment (blackwater is in a container that is sealed and needs a dump station). If 
people do not want to use dump stations even if they have a toilet cassette or fitted toilet (they both have blackwater 
tanks that need emptying) they won't use them and make a mess as they sometimes do.  

We have travelled extensively, and have found that tenting people are the problem. 

Kind regards, 

Thea & Alistair Lloyd 02102458325 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In Europe there is a complete ban on campervans in some innercities. Would have liked to have seen the same imposed 
here. Do not see the need for freedom camping in AKL at all. Isn't that what camping grounds are for? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: I agree  bylaws are necessary but don't support taking 
campers rights from freedom camping ( responsible campers) from staying in parks and reserves especially in SSC 
campervans. 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Yes totally agree that SSC vehicles allowed to stay. The only thing SSC vehicles 
leave behind is footprints. I have seen myself self contained vehicles people that own them and use for freedom camping 
area are very responsible people and know how lucky we are to have freedom camping areas and wish to be be able to 
continue to use them. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Yes agree, we see people taking advantrage and staying longer, it doesn't give 
everyone a fair go at using these freedom camping spots. Some people hoard them and stay a lot longer taking up 
limited parking spaces. The fine of $800 is to expensive! That is a very unfair amount $300 or $400 is realistic. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Hey we are on holiday and want a bit of sleep in, time we organise grandchildren in 
morning its more reasonable that 10am depature time like camping grounds, motorparks etc. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): No return isn't a fair rule in a quieter week times. If you want to stay in an area and 
spend time looking around, shopping or whatever, it's nice to have return spot you know and enjoy and don't have to 
travel miles wondering where to stay next. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Don't think this is a fair rule (see attachment) 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a very popular area and 
lovely to spend nights, there are a lot of "permanents" here parking up. Some have been here over 6 months or 
more and don't leave, find it hard to find a spot. A maximum of 10 vehicles is ridicolous as its huge area and can 
park many more vehicles. Just get rid of permanents. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? What about sunburst Ave 
freedom park? Snells beach plenty of area - has 5 spaces already but not mentioned as a choice of freedom 
camping. 2 spaces allowed for Whisper cove is pitiful, at least 4 spaces 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Henderson-Massey 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - THAT ALL FREEDOM CAMPING BE PROHIBITED IN ALL ROADSIDE AND PARKING 
AREAS OF PIHA, KAREKARE, ANAWHATA AND WHATIPU. 

My reasons are: 

• There are sufficient official camping grounds for campers and caravans available in the area. 

• Experiences of residents in the area show that few freedom campers observe the rules for caring for the special 
environment in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage area. 

  

• Auckland Council has a poor record of monitoring the sensitive environments of Piha and Karekare in particular, 
and rules already in place over a number of issues are seldom enforced because of lack of daily monitoring, especially in 
the busy seasons. 

• Beach and dune areas are constantly under attack from increased numbers visiting Auckland’s West Coast 
beaches and campers and caravans outside of designated camp grounds can cause a great deal of damage to dune and 
back dune vegetation. 

• Visitor numbers by daily trippers have increased exponentially in recent years and with insufficient roading and 
consequent roadside parking already under stress, freedom camping will further aggravate the situation. 

• Freedom campers are frequently observed to utilise the dune and back dune areas for toileting and waste 
disposal purposes in spite of having self-contained camping vehicles, bringing health and hygiene risks to locals and 
visitors alike. 

• West Coast beaches all have limited access roads and roadside parking, which can cause emergency and 
service vehicles to have difficulty in responding rapidly to problems. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think two nights is not long enough, especially with the 
9am vacate time. Should be three night and an 11 am vacate time. Then at least you would actually feel like you had a 
holiday and can explore the area better. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No - I support a more reasonable time of 11am so 
you can have breakfast and pack up. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom campers should also have to take their rubbish with them, not dispose of it 
in public rubbish bins or receptacles  - often see items piled up and left behind for others to clean up. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If people are rushed will they take away their waste correctly???? 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

You have to make sure the waste is stored correctly or it could spill in you caravan. Plus not all campers are sensible. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#27 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#50 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#50 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set 
departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set 
departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a no-return 
period ruleIf freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in 
that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should book into a 
motel 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Go to another site 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? None in the 
area 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No freedom camping. I pay rates 
they should go to motels and pay too 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Simple. Follow Australia’s lead , I spend the last 4 winters over in Australia 
traveling around in a caravan. They have a very simple system , almost all free campsites do have public toilets , rubbish 
bins ( sometimes showers too ) available, graywater goes strait onto the trees , bushes or grassed areas, there are no 
selfcontainment requirements, and council parking wardens don’t sneak around in the middle of the nigth issuing parking 
tickets either. ͧͪͩͨ 

Camping bylaws don’t exist!  Well I have yet to find any if they do! 

There is just one rule, if you stay at any of those places, usually there is a time 

Limit on how long you can stay , and that’s either 24/48, or 72 hours max, if ir this simple rule, and you cop a $1500 
instant fine , no buts. No if’s …. Simple isn’t it? 

Best of all , spending 6-7 month at a time traveling around Queensland every year, I have yet to find people shitting in 
the bushes, or dumping rubbish, maybe people in Australia are better potty trained or maybe they have better basic  
public facility’s in place? Called basic toilets and plenty of rubbish bins. Unlike you guys in Auckland, they also have 
figured out that those ( gray Normads) tend to be cashed up babybomers and spend money in local community’s , 
keeping  businesses open , and people in jobs. ‘Maybe that’s also the reason a lot of communities here in Australia 
provide *** free***  camps  ( with basic facilities in town, just to make sure those travelers spend time in town and $$ at 
the same time . 
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Reading a recent survey done in Australia, most travelers spend around $1250 a week! While on the road ( that is if they 
want to see and do things)  

As far as self containment goes , put some basic public toilets up, and provide some rubish bins , modern caravans are 
appartments on wheels anyway , they don’t need to be self contained ( it’s a bit of a joke to even certify this!   

I fully agree with rd h you that  converted high ace vans or cars should be self contained. But even that’s a joke , who in 
there right mind would have a shit in the back of there converted Honda Civic??ⷌⷍⷎⷐⷑ●◐◑◒◓◔◕  

Hence your problem, it’s a lack of public facility’s -  put enough public facility’s up ( and that can be $5000 basic long 
drops! And rubish bins, and you don’t have any  environmental  problems to worry about it’s that simple, and who in there 
right mind would read 14 pages of council bylaws that change every 50km   Because a  different mob is in charge ?  
Keep it simple like the do in Australia, and all your problems go away  

Cheers , a traveling kiwi 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Modern caravan or motor homes are self 
contained ( most of them cost in excess of $80-120k) anyway asking them to be certified is a bit of a joke, may be a but if 
a diffrent story when it comes to a converted Honda Civic ●◐◑◒◓◔◕ 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 
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A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Keep it simple  introduce a simple 24/48-or 72 hour rule , 
ignore it and dish out a $1500 fine ( unless there is a good reason for it. Like broken down car or illness )  as far as 
departure time goes  have you ever hooked a 22.6 foot caravan up to be read 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#101 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be basic fees as freedom campers often use public toilets and other amenities and currently ratepayers are 
covering the costs (including rubbish disposal) which isn’t fair 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is not clear to me whether parking beside a reserve is part of the reserve or just road e.g. car parks beside Campbells 
Bay (Huntly) Reserve in Huntly Road.   I support allowing freedom camping (under the proposed rules) in those carparks 
but it would be best if some specific parks (longer ones) were designated accordingly. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#109 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#182 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Education and waste management 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Clear signs with rationale as to why it is restricted. Education!!! Don’t restrict further (where 
does it end), educate us key 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The majority of people abide by what they are 
asked to do. Creating more restrictions will only affect those good citizens. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):More rules to follow and enforce 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Two days to short, a week sounds right. Long enough to 
relax and enjoy but not full time home 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#193 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): The no return period should be the same length as the 
maximum stay period. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I believe the certification should be part of the vehicle WOF. This will make non-compliance obvious. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Let people freedom camp there is no need for these over the top rules if they are self contained we should be trying to 
raise awareness of any issues rather then banning people when 99% of campers are respectful of wastes etc 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): why do you want the rules? you say its about the enviroment but littering is already 
illegal indecent exposure, illegal, maybe noise? the only thing thats happening here is paying to live in my country on the 
final frontier in any form of accommodation 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

self containment rule isnt needed the only place in this whole country thay isnt 15 minutes from "facilities" is the central 
eastern north island.  

Time limits of any sort is just a pathetic attempt to monetize the land like a cheap motel  

cant make money off the would be sitting ducks of the lower class and tourists its just dirty 

buy a load of car park rotisserie stackers from china for flat land carparks turn 4 spots into 10 for the business executives 
$12 an hour into $30 or whatever ridiculous price tag youve already hanging on that scheme. 

ill take my $150k councilor salary now, non sequential bills please. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#246 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to 
cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 4 days max 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

More freedom camping sites are required in Auckland 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 5 nights seems more realistic. If people are driving a fair 
distance to stay in one of our beautiful spots and possibly travelling 6/8 hours to get here thats the first day written off. 
After a quick sleep they would only have one day to enjoy the area be 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#269 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping on road outside a family or friends house should be allowed. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same placeNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require 
campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 nights+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of 
freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 weeks 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#293 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom campers should not be able to stay in 
suburban steets at all.As the population and tourism grows there is only one place for campers to stay and that is in 
private or council run  mobile camper parks. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Unless the rules are simple and camping is permitted YES/NO then they will be easily broken and impossible to enforce 
and rate payers will be unhappy. 

We are already at a point where true freedom camping should be a thing of the past due to population pressure.They 
should use dedicated managed mobile camper parks. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#307 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Hatfields Beach has been left off the list.  During summer there are very unsavory characters that take up residence for 
weeks on end.  They are not self-contained and park furthest away from the public toilets.  They act as if they own the 
beach and move picnic tables, put up unsightly tarpaulins to block wind and rain.  Over Christmas and New Year they 
are particularly annoying as there are so many people wanting to use the beach area.  They also hide in the trees behind 
the toilet block and camp in there for days on end too.  They also use set nets which is extremely worrying as this is a 
very popular and busy beach.  It has a boat ramp that is SO busy.  So there need to be ways anyone staying for more 
than 2 days can be made to move on and the netting issue also needs to be addressed 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Hatfields Beach has been left off as has Waiwera beach.  Hatfields in particular has 'freedom campers' in tents setting up 
at the far end for weeks on end and far away from the toilets.  These people are aggressive, and they hang washing, 
tarpauling on trees as shade and wind breaks.  They take over the end of the beach and prevent locals and day trippers 
from using the trees and grassy area.  They also use set nets which is so dangerous at this popular beach.  They also 
hide out in the trees and bushes on the reserve behind the toilet block.  They even go out during the day leaving 
everything set up so even though they aren't there physically they are still stopping others enjoyment of the area. 

These people don't follow the signage set up at Hatfields Beach. 

This is unacceptable especially during December and January when the beach is so busy with families and boaties. 

 

 



#308 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Because its so close to 
residences that if they set up and party and make noise it will inconvenience local houses. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within 
this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 9am 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Needs to be managed carefully 
over the christmas/new year period 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would prefer to have no freedom campers in the East Coast Bays Auckland area. We already have issues with people 
living in cars and abusing our lovely beaches and littering car parks with take away rubbish, cigarette butts, empty cans 
etc. Noise and threatening behaviour is also a concern from time to time. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#316 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I agree with having general rules but totally disagree on the proposed locations. By default and in my opinion, freedom 
camp in Auckland should not be allowed, except in designated areas. Why? Well, The risks of permitting wider freedom 
camping in these areas include: 

• Increased likelihood of traffic accidents along narrow roadways due to pedestrians around larger vehicles on roadside 
verges. 

• Damage to road shoulder areas due to vehicle traffic onto verges. 

• Additional litter in areas where there are no regular rubbish services. 

• Risk of people leaving toilet residue in areas outside public toilet facilities. 

• Increased noise disturbance. 

• Increased lighting in outside areas that currently enjoy darker skies. 

• Possibility of fires being set outside designated fireplace facilities. 

• Possible risk of vandalism. 

• Degradation of scenic areas as vehicles are unpacked and belongings spread around vehicles. 

• Extended occupation of scenic areas by larger groups degrading enjoyment by other members of the public. 

• Lack of supervision and control due to inadequate ranger staffing. 

• Risk of release or lack of control of animals potentially causing damage to local wildlife. 
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• Risk of increased predator (rat, mouse & stoat) activity near freedom camping areas as a result of increased availability 
of food residues and rubbish. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I agree with having general rules but totally disagree on the proposed locations. By default and in my opinion, freedom 
camp in Auckland should not be allowed, except in designated areas. Why? Well, The risks of permitting wider freedom 
camping in these areas include: 

• Increased likelihood of traffic accidents along narrow roadways due to pedestrians around larger vehicles on roadside 
verges. 

• Damage to road shoulder areas due to vehicle traffic onto verges. 

• Additional litter in areas where there are no regular rubbish services. 

• Risk of people leaving toilet residue in areas outside public toilet facilities. 

• Increased noise disturbance. 

• Increased lighting in outside areas that currently enjoy darker skies. 

• Possibility of fires being set outside designated fireplace facilities. 

• Possible risk of vandalism. 

• Degradation of scenic areas as vehicles are unpacked and belongings spread around vehicles. 

• Extended occupation of scenic areas by larger groups degrading enjoyment by other members of the public. 

• Lack of supervision and control due to inadequate ranger staffing. 

• Risk of release or lack of control of animals potentially causing damage to local wildlife. 

• Risk of increased predator (rat, mouse & stoat) activity near freedom camping areas as a result of increased availability 
of food residues and rubbish. 

Plus, how are you going to enforce your proposal? You don't have the resources to act in "remote" places such as Piha, 
Karekare etc.. I suggest you propose a bylaw like the one what we currently have. Thanks. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

no 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

What is the Council going to do about people who set nets and sleep in vehicles at Matakatia bay and other bays? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Overnight camping in cars and tents at Matakatia bay has become worse over the years. How  and when will Council 
monitor this and other beaches on the Hibiscus Coast? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#323 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are many beaches on 
Hibiscus Coast that freedom campers use and they are not in self contained vehicles. Will the Council put up 
signage saying no camping at these places and how will the Council monitor these places? 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that 
could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule, It wouldNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and 
make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; 
they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, 
this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too 
hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Auckland house prices are too high and therefore the fact we pay high taxes should allow us to stay wherever we please 
whenever we want as long as we do it responsibly. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

AUCKLAND needs more affordable accessible camping sites close to the city and businesses for our visitors  in cars and 
on bikes! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a wonderful site away 
from a Residential area and is incredibly convenient for campervans carrying E-Bikes to make use of the 
wonderful estuary track. 

As the area is so big, a designated area for up to 10 vehicles could be easily created. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#450 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

sleep over one night or 2 in my wagon and enjoy the out doors without nanny council to spoil my enjoyment or fellow rate 
payers incuring policing charges. Most of us will take away our rubbish and I have a porta potty if all else fails. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping in metropolitan Auckland on a busy, confined beach carpark 

on a very busy beach (Arundel Reserve - Orewa Beach) is totally inapproriate. 

The facilities are minimal and already overused by day visitors. 

The noise, safety and security of residents have already ben threatened here. 

(eg jumping fence to pool, theft from property fronting the Reserve.  

The evidence of past experience is already clearly against supporting this. 

There is a good public camping ground at this beach already. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Freedom camping rules should not be required 
to be self contained as there is no appropriate standard governed by NZ law for this. The council should instead look to 
provide facilities in the designated areas. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Yes 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t 
afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

More laws and rules to discriminate towards the poor 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom campers are an intrusion on the rest of society. 

They should pay to stay in formal camp grounds like the rest of us! 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The principle is unsustainable. 

These free loaders should abide by  and pay for the existing public available facilities like the rest of us. Why are we 
even contemplating supporting these parasites.  ?? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I can't believe how much time and money has been wasted on this issue. 

There should be no such thing as Freedom Camping in NZ 

Try getting on a decent beach in Europe or USA  as a freedom camper. 

We are paying for international bludgers without any return........ 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping is a blight 
on normal society . 

Have any of you guys tried to access  any decent beach in Europe or USA. 

You will not even be able to put your foot on the sand. 

Existing freedoms in New Zealand are way ahead of where they come from. 

We do not need to allow them to shit on our beach  along with unrestricted access. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why would you? 
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It is crazy to even suggest it! 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  



#499 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None: Other suggestion: until boat launching has spare capacity 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: on the day they arrive 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: facilities for boat launching and recovery need serious development 
as per Westhaven or Half Moon bay before we provide for the bludgers of society. 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? replace 
them completely with boat parking spaces 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? totally under resourced by our 
wonderful Auckland Council. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  



#499 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? send them all to onehunga 
for a great experience compared to the countries that they come from. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? fill your boots 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping should occur far away from suburbia and town centres. 
There's enough traffic, parking and congestion going on in neighbourhoods, and beachfronts in suburbs. Camping 
grounds are set up for campervans and their needs. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to 'police' these rules? It's just ridiculous. It's asking for trouble expecting property owners to inform people 
about the rules. It won't go down well. Why should people who live in the area and pay rates have this issue? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#539 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): As an experienced camper I think 3 nights is 
unreasonable 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? At the moment campers are 
staying far too long, way beyond 10 vehicles, encroaching on boat trailer parking area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping needs to be controlled and the people who own houses 
and pay rates shouldnt have to worry about strangers living outside their driveways 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t 
afford to freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): two days is too short, i think one week would be more 
appropriate 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

People buy campers and caravans to have the freedom to travel and enjoy New Zealand.  Restricting too severely is not 
only harsh but takes away our rights as New Zealanders.  I guess there are some campers that do not respect the 
environment and they spoil it for others so i think regular policing and fines would be in order. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? this area is highly residential 
and not appropriate for freedom camping 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: I am not familiar with the site but i think sufficient vehicles to allow for 
social distancing would be appropriate 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 nights+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? i am not familiar with the site 
but it looks more residential than a peaceful beach or forest area 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? this is a lovely place to camp 
for a few days and should be enjoyed 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? i am not familiar with this site 
but it looks more like a rest or stop over point 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Not such a destination point. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? once again a popular place to 
visit and should be able to be enjoyed by freedom campers who are fully self contained and keep to themselves 
and enjoy their camping experience for which NZ is known for. 
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? this is an ideal spot for stop 
overs 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? a lovely spot to take in the 
beauty of the forest, park like grounds and relax which is what we all need at this time of high anxiety and fear 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is already busy 
enough as it is, not to mention the traffic on Lake Road. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a place for children's 
sports etc. Not a place for freedom camping 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I don't support any freedom 
camping at all. People should be paying to stay in designated campsites 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I don't support any freedom 
camping at all. People should be paying to stay in designated campsites 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): in my experience they don't stick to them anyway 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We've been through all this before as we live in a complex adjacent to the Arundel reserve in Orewa. Last time it was 
decided that the reserve was unsuitable for freedom camping. Why are you now changing this decision? Before, when it 
was allowed, we had problems with people jumping over our fence and using (and vandalising) our spa pool and pool, 
breaking in to our units, stealing shoes, being drunk and disorderly, and sometimes being aggressive to us. Orewa is a 
family beach, the carpark is always full of people wanting to use the beach and there is no room for freedom campers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? To have only 2 restricted areas 
in the whole hibiscus coast and bays is ridiculous. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should be banned on small residential culdesacs near beaches. 
Especially where public toilets are as they use the toilets instead of the self containted facilites they supposedly have. 
The toilets at rothesy bay beach are constantly overflowing and carparks are all taken up by these users in summer 
meaning that there is no where for boaties, visitors or residents to park. Currently we have campers in the reserve every 
summer and council does not enforce despite this being illegal. If council is unable and unwilling to police existing 
breaches then how will any of these standards actually be enforced 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): prohibited areas should incluede areas with public toilets so that these areas are not 
overused compared to other areas that do not have toilet facilities 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rothesay Bay reserve is swamped with illegal campers in summer currently we have no enforcement and this ruins the 
space for casual and recreation users so a few can camp for free. The availability of public toilets prliferates this use, all 
camping should be banned in this area, I do not support any form of Free or Freedom camping as the users are not 
paying for the facilities and damage they are causing. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Rothesay Bay reserve, rothesay bay road and masterton road should all be restricted areas. Masterton road is narrow 
and emergency vehicles cannot get down the street at the moment, this will make it worse. Rothesay Bay reserve is 
always short of parking and is over run by illegal campers in the carpark and reserve at the moment . THere is constant 
rubbish, noise and human waste issues next to a category 1 stream that runs adjacent masterton road 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The maximum stay should be 1 night. 

 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This important that the rules be strictly enforced and that the penalties for non-compliance with the rules carry severe 
and meaningful penalties. 

For example I presume that any freedom camper will require a certificate that allows them to enjoy the privilege to legally 
freedom camp.   No compliance of the rules must result in immediate cancellation of their certificate of right and carry 
severe monetary and/or property fines or confiscations. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please refer to my comments in the earlier section of the submission relating to the need for a council approval 
(certificate) to gain the right to freedom camp and the need for rigorous enforcement and severe penalties for non 
compliance with the rules.  The first and immediate penalty being the cancellation of the rule breakers right to freedom 
camp. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#662 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Firstly the rules are too liberal in an area where the beach is as small as Rothesay 
Bay is,it would limit the number of people who come for a day picnic. Also parking is already a problem. Invariably cars 
park over drive entrances  because parking is so limited on Masterton Road’s very narrow Street. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): Further to above Rothesay Bay toilet block has continuing very smelly overflow 
sewage problems because of the low area surrounding it.   Also the outside shower has no drainage !!  we already have 
bus loads of day picnickers coming every weekend to enjoy the park.  Especially to play ball games there. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space.  Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): My preference would be no freedom camping in this area for the reasons I have 
mentioned in the comment sections. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): This area at Rothesay is not suitable for overnight 
camping. For other areas I would support 8am to leave space for family picnics. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It could deter people living in an area and going to work - as has happened. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Yes where there is a Popular swimming safe beach there is a need to leave these areas for day trippers not to clutter 
them up with freedom parking. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): In terms of freedom camping on residential roads, the density of residents parked 
cars has increased massively with increased building intensification and more residents without off street parking using 
the roadway to park during the day and night (Rodney area). 

This has lead to decreased safety in suburban residential streets with drivers needing to duck and dive to traverse 
streets and also needing to pull over to allow oncoming cars to pass.  

Freedom camping risks adding to this issue in some specific places and general rules are essential. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I imagine this has been 
designated restricted owing tothe sensitive nature of the adjacent estuary. However, it is a large open space and 
could perhaps accommodate some parking in a very small area, perhaps with a one night allowance or no return 
within 4 weeks? 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 weeks 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There appears to be high all 
year demand on this facility, so this will increase equity of access. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Provide vastly more freedom camping areas will spread effects of camping 
rather than concentrating onto a few areas. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? completely banning non self contained 
vehicles prohibits camping to many many people 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): two nights is too short 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): two days no return 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): These General Rules are too lenient and will result in wholesale" park and pollute" 
and could intrude in any neighbourhood , public land, beach , lake or river. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would like to know why only 
1 site on the Awhitu Peninsular is prohibited. 

There are many other sensitive and vulnerable areas>  For example - Wattle Bay foreshore.  It is at the end of 
the peninsular , accessed by winding narrow roads that will become choked with these enormous "houses on 
wheels". Also an area of beach erosion and home to a colony of endangered Terns.  Being isolated, it would be 
difficult to police and enforce these vehicles.  Currently many non- selfcontained vehicles park up, pitch tents and 
generally overrun the existing sparse facilities of 1 toilet/handbasin mens/womens and a tiny tank of rainwater. 
No public dumpstation either.  Vehicles drive all over the beach to fish for the day.  DO NOT encourage them! 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed on public roads. Areas of Sydney have just been taken over by freedom 
campers camping on the sides of roads. Many parking places in parks are already under pressure from people wishing to 
access beaches and people do park on roads to access parks when those areas are full. In addition, now many 
apartment dwellers park on the roads because developers are not required to allow for parking spaces in the 
development. Allowing parking on roads will be a disaster in beach communities. There will be roads full of campers and 
they could take over neighbourhoods as they have done in Sydney. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#669 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Streets would be even busier than they 
already are in desirable areas ie near beach 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in residential streets which are already too busy due to infill housing.  
Infrastructure is already stretched beyond its means 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):I support a self containment rule but to be 
certified, a more robust criteria should be required. Self containment at the moment is a farce. A small, tucked away, 
inaccessible toilet, that no one would ever use, is enough to obtain the certificate. If there are no public toilets nearby, the 
camper would simply do their business in the street or grass or bush; they would never get the very small, brand new, 
inaccessible “toilet” out to use and then have to transport, empty, and clean it. Self containment should require a more 
accessible and permanent set up in their camper, that would actually be used. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#705 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Only have them in certain areas agreed to by the rate payers of the area. 
They need a permit to do so and their campers must have internal toilets. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Require the campers to be permitted. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? You will have freedom campers parking up in 
someones street, taking up restricted parking space in that location and leaving a mess for the residents to pick up. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days-campers generally arrive later in the day, then 
have a day or two exploring 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Maximum penalty 200 dollars. Policing should be carried out responsibly and sensible unlike strictly authoritarian 
examples of the past 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  



#817 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 week 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Have internet details as to 
remaining sites available on an hourly basis 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping is not a right. It should only be allowed in designated areas where 
the public are not impacted. It also needs to be properly managed with checks etc. our local freedom park area just 
seems to be a free for all with campers staying week at a time and some clearly not self contained 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):It is too easy to obtain a sticker that simply 
states that a van is self contained. I know someone who has done this more than once 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): If parking is in areas that don't impact on homeowners 
and the public a 2 night stay seems reasonable. However from what we have seen many campers abuse this rule which 
seems to be unmonitored. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Parking is difficult in Auckland and spaces should be 
left for 

local residents and workers. It could be very intimidating to have strangers parked outside your house. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): From what we have noticed many freedom campers 
ignore the rules around maximum stay and return periods. This would be problematic in quiet suburban streeets. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It would be good to see that law breakers are fined for breaches of any of the restrictions 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I simply want to see that freedom campers are subject to some sensible controls. The rights of rate payers should be 
considered before those of freedom campers. It is nice to go freedom camping but it needs to be done in a controlled 
situation and respectfully to the general public 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Residents would not be 
happy to experience freedom campers taking up parking spaces and creating noise and rubbish 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Too close to a populated 
suburban area 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Already a ver busy stretch of 
road in the summer with limited parking 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? In a suburban area so 
unsuitable 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Huge growing suburban area 
so simply not suitable for freedom campers 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom camping parking 
spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 weeks 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? Where they 
are at present but limited to 10 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping is out of 
control at the Hammerhead and never appears to be monitored. Several vehicles appear to be living there 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#859 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#859 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#859 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers . Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and road 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#898 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): im opposed to freedom campers in general, especially at Omaha. They should be at 
a campgroud only. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom campers should only be allowed to park in council or public car parking 
areas not residential streets. There is no way of policing them leaving if they are in streets. I for one do not want to be 
paying extortionate rates to live in my property then have some stinky camper parked outside my house for days not 
paying anything. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): They should only be allowed to stay one or two nights in 
public car parks but must be self contained. Even if there are beach facilities. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): They should only be allowed in public car parks 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I've witnessed freedom campers using the showers at my local pool & the stench coming from them & their van was 
overwhelming.  Also they use the beach car park opposite the pool & I've seen them dumping rubbish & emptying a 
bucket of God knows what out the door but again the smell was awful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#959 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Better provision of public toilets and rubbish collection 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Young people may not have access to self 
contaiment vehicles limiting therefore freedom camping1 for more cashed up members of society 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):For under 25 a more relaxed approach to self 
containment 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 5 days maximun stay 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#959 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

no 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 11sm departure like the regional parks 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please have compliance officers available.  This has been the biggest issue since the amalgamation, no resources to 
ensure people are moving on.  Volunteers that have been sworn in to police and educate people especially over the 
summer would be very helpful and could include overstaying the freedom camping rules, dogs on the beach and general 
compliance. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is adjacent to 
greenfields and is not intensive residential 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It 
would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#984 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 12 noon if people are waiting 4pm if no people are 
waiting 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will the proposed rules be enforced ? Currently it's self regulating and only the socially considerate obey signage 
gets ripped down and we have no ranger service ? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Enforcement , it's easy to have rules regulations bylaws and even statutes but if there not enforced it's a toothless shark 
there needs to be a Ranger service that patrols the hot spots they could do the beach enforcement for vehicles setnetting 
and dog control all rolled into one otherwise the public become the enforcers and conflict is the result 

Many So called freedom campers are actually displaced persons with mental health problems  they are not occasional 
tourists but Set up temporary structures and can be intimidating if approached  

How will the rules be applied to this group as it's this group that are a major issue  

Perhaps facilitate the issue with designated medium term stays but in less obstructing positions NIMBY 
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Hatfield Beach is a major problem for the locals and an eyesore 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I note in the PDF that specific 
council asset car parks and domains are stated this has risks of ommition for example if a council asset is not 
stated it implies freedom campers can use that asset carpark  

Is it not better to state where freedom camping is permitted not where it isn't permitted  

Eg location A is permitted for 6  

All unstated it's not permitted 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: As many as are available spaces designated 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Summer vs winter is this or any 
other proposal seasonal ? Places like this are very seasonal and in winter why have any rule on numbers ?  

The boat ramp is in alignment with the dump station its sometimes impossible to access the dump station when 
the booties are moving trailers  

There needs to be a second dump station or rearrangement here 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a library it gets full 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's community  use and no 
space 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is a toilet block here I 
suspect  it's used to discharge black waste there are no Dump stations nearest is wellford centennial Park 
commonly long term tent campers live here under trees 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's unsafe the carpark slopes it 
gets too busy at times 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#1017 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#1034 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed at our beaches and on the berms outside peoples houses. They should be able 
to park in designated car park facilities - which most desirable areas have. They should not have rights to stay longer 
than one night in the area given they are not tax payers of the area they are camping in. Most freedom campers also 
prepare their own food in their cars/vans and therefore are unlikely to generate any income for businesses in the area. 
There also need to be clear fines for people who abuse the system and clear information of who the public are to contact 
in the event of overstayers. We also need to know that the matter will be taken seriously and followed up with police if 
necessary to move people along. Our beautiful public spaces should not be occupied by people freeloading in the area 
while the property owners and people living nearby have restricted access due to their decision to freedom camp in our 
area 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Not all spaces should be available to freedom camp. There should be a list of designated spaces and penalties for 
anyone staying outside of these designated spaces. Local councils should be able to propose a list of areas agreed upon 
by residents 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do not believe allowing camper vans to park roadside should be allowed, restricting the to designated spots only. 

Only allowing camper vans to park in carparks in designated spots only. 

Camper vans should be banned from parking anywhere outside the vicinity of a dedicated camp sites even if there is no 
space there in. 

There should be no leeway given by enforcement offices when it comes to enforcing the rules. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 



#1041 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I'd like more restricted areas in northern part of region 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? The map is 
incorrect showing the carpark as part of the coming area. The carpark should have been placed under the 
Restricted Area, colouring. 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Lack of signage and poor 
enforcement, has led to camper vans using the carpark as and when they want, especially at weekends, where 
they park at the end of the carpark by the marina entrance. They return each weekend and ignore the rules even 
as they stand today. Adding signage and a height control entrance to the carpark would stop the camper vans. 

Two weeks ago twelve vans were parked over the weekend in the carpark. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? a large area, away from 
housing, very few other areas in region 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Very popular indeed, restrictions 
should allow as many people as possible to take advantage of this great spot. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? a nice site, peaceful, away from 
housing 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1044 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? There will be, in general, no policing of freedom campers in Auckland streets.  After 2 
nights they will invariably move to a side street nearby and continue rotating.  The problems associated with freedom 
camping around nz would make Auckland streets a cesspool and damage the local environment.  Home owners and 
renters pay considerable amounts to allow for the quiet enjoyment of their residence. To allow  a bunch of itinerant 
‘neighbours’ to move in next door in their vans is an affront to what we pay council for our place in our neighbourhood.  
Many freedom campers are young or overseas holidaymakers who will just want to party at night.  Antisocial behaviour 
will ensue. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 



#1053 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Freedom campers don’t follow rules. The result 
will be litter, human waste and other antisocial aspects.   I don’t want my kids playing in our street where a bunch of 
unidentified people are temporarily parked.  ESP risk of abduction in panelled vehicles. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): They will just work around your rules by moving a street 
away every 2 days.  Policing? How?  Every Auckland street checked every 2 days. What a joke. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I don’t want them there in the first place.  Campers 
should use camp sites. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): As discussed. Un policable. 

Rules will be run roughshod over. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Just a terrible idea. 

Way to ruin our city and turn good neighbourhoods into no go areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? All residential streets should be 
prohibited 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#1112 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The connotation of the word FREEDOM CAMPING suggests that we would not be SELF CONTAINED. So a name 
change maybe be suggested. “Self contained only vehicles may park here” 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please support a move to change the "Freedom Camping Act" to the "Responsible Camping Act" and to update it to 
2022.  We need the same simple rules for all of NZ where possible. 
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I finally found the map in here and was immediately in anguish with all the red dots 
essentially saying no to freedom camping. I run an older small campervan and pick up odd rubbish bits off the ground 
from your parks most times when I park up for even a short time. The general public are so messy and freedom campers 
get the blame. I find most campervan users are quite aware of the privilege to be able to park on flat ground and create a 
nice meal all the while not fouling the park grounds.  

I wonder how many councillors actually have ever experienced the pleasures of being able to park up and have a night 
sleeping peacefully in a campervan?      

 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think you should trust people more than “your take” shows. I do an exercise walk every day and your public use of 
Auckland would be more useful to show how the general public abuse our city. I am despair so often. I was at a camping 
site well south of Nelson one time and it was mainly young tourists many from Germany and their use of the camp 
ground was perfect in my view. No rubbish anywhere. A privilege for me as an older New Zealander to see young people 
having fun in ways I was not able to have in my youth. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Trust Freedom campers more 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The current apps available I feel each area should be assessed on its own availability 
and merits, common sense (which is not very common) could be exercised by rangers and campers alike There does 
need to be a mandate for Certified Self Containment for the health and welbeing of this beautiful country, Pets allowed 
but excrements cleared immediately 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I feel all freedom campers need to have a certified self containment, I feel number of nights stay and time to have to 
leave a spot should be realative to how busy the time of year is, its a matter of being courteous to fellow campers and 
share, Crazy you have to move on if you are the only camper! or its the middle of winter etc. Unfortuneately some 
patrollers are unable to use common sense and access each situation on its merits cheers Michelle 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is not specific to this 
area but relates to the whole of Auckland. There are only 111 spaces you have made available across the whole 
city. In many areas though there are none (North Shore for example). In a city of this size is this really the best 
you could do? How about making Auckland more, not less, attractive to visit and encourage people to spend at 
local businesses. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Clause v prohibits the erection of any structure. Auckland Council currently uses this clause to prevent campervan with 
elevating roofs to camp at Council campsites. This needs to be reworded. Also I note that you use a picture of this type 
of campervan on the top right of this page: 

https://akhaveyoursay.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/freedom-camping-bylaw?tool=survey_tool&tool_id=freedom-camping-
feedback-form#tool_tab  

Auckland City Council Bylaws: Bylaw No. 20 - Public Places 2008, clauses  

20.3.1 (g) and (v), and 20.8  

20.3 Specific restrictions  

20.3.1 Except with permission of an authorised officer, or a licence from council, a person  

shall not, in, on, or over any public place:  

(g) camp or sleep overnight, except in areas set aside by the council for that  

purpose. In this context, camping shall include the use of any vehicle  

whether or not it is specially fitted for sleeping;  

(v) put up or erect any stall, booth, tent or structure of any kind. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Hatfields beach and the reverse needs to be added. There is so much rubbish left and people are permanently living 
there. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why is hatfields beach not listed. 
There is a huge problem with freedom camping and rubbish in this area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think the main area of concern is long term permanent rough sleepers that take over a carpark. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

What does “protect local areas areas” mean?  What are you protecting. 

What do you mean by protect health and safety of people of visit local areas. How are people’s health and safety being 
threatened by self contained vehicles parking in designated areas minding tgheir own business. .  Council is simply 
unwilling to allocate sufficient areas for overnight parking of self contained vehicles because it generally has an 
antagonist attitude toward freedom camping and doesn’t  want to spend the money emptying bins, cleaning toilets and so 
on.  

What does it mean by protecting access to local authority areas.  There are plenty of roads, car parking areas and parks 
that are not used at night.  Council is in fact discriminating against people in self contained  motorhomes who want to 
enjoy Auckland’s environment by staying in a wide range of parks, beaches, roads and car parks.  As mentioned above, 
most of these areas are deserted at night and there is no reason why they should not be used until 9am in the morning.  

Those areas where freedom camping is allowed are so limited that only one or two vehicles can park there.   That is so 
ridiculous and completely exclusionary. Auckland Council is making no attempt to support this recreational activity and 
one or two vehicles means that no one can plan to go away for a night because those two or three spaces will always be 
filled by the time they get there later in the day.  
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I and many of my friends and family who enjoy the recreational activity of motor home want to be able to park overnight 
and enjoy the attractive environments in Councils 400o parking and reserves.  The blanket restriction freedom camping 
on parks and reserve s under the Reserves Act is  totally unreasonable and  excessively onerous.   

It is particularly unreasonable to be imposing fines of $800 and once again demonstrates to me that all Auckland Council 
is ever interested in is raising revenue.  Ratepayers are treated badly, every little thing Council  does, has to be paid for 
by individuals  and we are simply paying rates to fund Council’s grandiose schemes instead of providing services to 
ratepayers, such as freedom camping.  

 I strongly objective to the excessively restrictive nature of this bylaw and submit that 

- overnight stays for certified self contained vehicles in Council’s parks and reserves should be opened up 

- The number of spaces available for freedom camping should be increased tenfold, and 

- fines should be reduced to a maximum of $200. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Please see attached 
submission which applies to this location and all the others listed below. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is just one of example of 
some of the lovely natural environments that people who like freedom camping seek out to enjoy.  They dont 
want to be stuck away in boring camping grounds with screaming kids and barking dogs. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

1) It is not always clear what constitutes a reserve. 

2) Reserves that have adequate parking should be made available - potentially with a limit on the number of vehicles at 
any one time. 

3) Council should open campgrounds in more of the regional parks. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

if changes are made temporarily for whatever reason no fines should apply just a warning 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 nights  this allows visits in the area including into the city by ferry 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? this area is not policed and has 
vehicles staying permantly. this will impact on all that wish to use this sight. its no use making rules unless you 
follow through. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): They clarify/give a guide for freedom campers to follow in Auckland. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If anything, 11:00 would make it more likely for campers to visit local businesses--
e.g., to get groceries for their next stop or check out the local shops for other kinds of shopping, maybe even have coffee 
or breakfast at a local cafe. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Could some areas allow three-night stays--e.g., areas where there are lots of sites or points of interest, low through traffic 
(to help local businesses), etc. We usually eat out or shop or both at our stops. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

1. What kind(s) of notice will Council provide for temporary prohibitions or changes to restrictions? 

2. I hope Council will consider adding other reserves within towns for freedom camping and also carpark areas that are 
SUITABLY SPACED and marked out and within easy walking distance of amenities: we've stayed at a carpark in 
Whangarei at the back the art gallery by the riverside that has special long bays for motorhomes and enough space for 
them to park next to each other without feeling as if we can't open the doors without hitting the motorhome parked beside 
us; we could walk to the supermarket, to restaurants, dairies, and all the shops, etc. within the area and felt we could visit 
these places properly. It also felt safe where we were. This was not our experience when we parked at the very cramped 
designated space in Snells Beach in an isolated parking area at the end of the esplanade reserve (where it was also off-
putting to be restricted to parking after 5 pm)--though the location was at least convenient for Snells Beach's amenities. 
The parking for motorhomes in Kawakawa was brilliant in terms of space and location: behind the library and in the town 
itself so that we could walk to points of interest, the cafe, and the supermarket. 

3. I hope Council would consider encouraging local community clubs and organisations which it supports (e.g., by 
charging peppercorn rents) to allow freedom camping on their carparks--perhaps to raise funds and encourage the use 
of their facilities? We've seen local clubs and fire stations in other places do this where they have the space, etc. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

10.00 would be a more reasonable time to have to vacate an area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1289 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I dont know enough to make an informed decision on all areas of 
Auckladn - I can only comment on what I see happening in my own catchment area which is appalling.  Hatfields Beach 
has been taken over by permanent "freedom campers" who have even tied their awnings to the council picnic tables and 
are abusive to locals. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Council needs to enforce the new bylaw at all times even on weekends and public holidays otherwise these rules are just 
for show 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? We had our share of 'freedom' campers in Browns Bay: they felt 
'free' to leave their garbage behind, to use the beach as a toilet, to poach clams and sea urchins and to leave  the shells 
in the sand for us to step on these and sustanin injuries (urchins!!!).  Browns Bay is a small family beach and cannot 
accomodate the onslaught of 'freedom' campers who infringe on the locals' freedom to enjoy the beach. Generl rules will 
have no effect when no one is at the beach to monitor the the process. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We had our share of 'freedom' campers in Browns Bay: they felt 'free' to leave their garbage behind, to use the beach as 
a toilet, to poach clams and sea urchins and to leave  the shells in the sand for us to step on these and sustanin injuries 
(urchins!!!).  Browns Bay is a small family beach and cannot accomodate the onslaught of 'freedom' campers who 
infringe on the locals' freedom to enjoy the beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Needs to be many more prohibited and restricted areas. Way too many car parks will be cluttered looking unsightly.   
Long bay regional park should definately be prohibited. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No, I dont believe Freedom campers should be able to 
camp on beachs / grass verges etc by beaches. They should have to pay for a campground. As I have found in the past, 
they often stay for many days, even setting up tents on their vans etc in prime beach 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Campers shouldnt be allowed to stay overnight on beachfronts (Arkles Bay specifically). And given they dont 
pay should be made to leave by 8am ... but there seems to be no penalty to make them adhere to rules anyway. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By setting up designated car parks for freedom campers. Who ever thinks this 
is a great idea needs their head read. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers should stay in designated areas...like a campground Camper vans parked up all over roads is not a 
good look. Set up designated areas...perhaps stay in a campground? Freedom campers spend hardly any money and 
should not be able to park where ever they like for two days then move just down the road for amother two.  Drive past 
hatfields beach in Auckland and see for your self. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I have a mobile coffee van and I pay a 
substantial amount of money each year for a mobile trading licence where freedom campers seems to have priority! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers are a curse to the general public.    There is nothing worse than arriving at a popular beach or public 
area and finding it cluttered up with freedom campers.   Freedom camping is not suitable for urban areas and should be 
restricted to areas where there is little public use.    There are enough camping grounds with full facilities which should 
be used.   They, of course, cost money, which is anathema to the scroungers who freedom camp. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Currently over summer, the northern North Shore beaches are overtaken with large numbers of people that set up tents 
on the grass areas and camp for days, often right beside the signs that say "No camping". The showers and toilets are 
used as personal bathrooms instead of the intended use and access to the beach and facilities, including parking, is 
blocked for daily beach-goers. Local face book pages are full of complaints that council or police ignore this situation 
despite complaints from the public. How about the council acknowledges this issue and proactively manages it along with 
the freedom camping issue? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Actually getting enforcement applied when non-compliance happens is an ongoing issue. Enforcement is understandably 
prioritised. Some campers know how to play the game.  Is there a way that those who repeatedly non-comply can be 
recorded so say when their vehicle rego number comes up enforcement is prioritised? 

Understand the positioning around the bylaw not being used in regard to people who are sleeping in vehicles becaause 
they are homeless. However, the way the bylaw is written the ability of these people to camp in the same place appears 
very open ended in regard to timeframe.  

Otherwise the bylaw appears to be well thought out and balanced. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I view Freedom Camping on residential streets as inappropriate, and I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in 
regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach.  

The Council’s "General Rules” will be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and 
roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate and not in the interest of the public and residents in general. I 
object to the Council's proposal in its entirety with regard to opening up the streets and roads of Auckland to Freedom 
Campers, particularly at Omaha Beach. 

The Council's "General Rules" will I believe be unenforceable at law, ineffective and will not protect streets and roads for 
ratepaying residents. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If parked near public facilities there should not be a requirement to be Self contained.  Small vans can have toilets and 
be self contained, even if not right up to current SC regulations. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Overnight parking could be 
allowed, subject to leaving each day. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? 1 or 2 places could be set 
aside here.  Very quiet place.  Reasonable departure time, as very popular with locals. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? We have stayed at Snells 
Beach, Pakiri area, and visited several sites, spending money on local attractions.  Need several areas to park. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By stopping any camping that is not at a designated camping area where 
toilet and cooking facilities and rubbish collection is managed ie pay to stay 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? You can't prevent the issues. We already have major issues with campers throughout the 
country which is why this is the craziest idea.  This will just increase the entitlement of those who have no feeling of 
responsibility to the community they stay in.  The abuse is there now.  This idea will just increase it! 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People who pay high rates for privacy or 
views or just want to live quietly without these additional elements 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think this questionaire is full of poor questions and makes it impossible to give a proper indication of the anger that so 
many of us feel about this isssue 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Because of the mess they 
leave behind adn the noise that so many make 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? get rid of the whole concept! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 



#1476 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I think many of the designated areas offer too few spaces. Total is only 110 spaces. More are required for responsible 
campers. I also think the $800 fine is too high. We need to concentrate on dealing with those who are irresponsible, 
rather than over-regulating responsible campers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1498 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We had our share of 'freedom' campers in Browns Bay: they felt 'free' to leave their garbage behind, to use the beach as 
a toilet, to poach clams and sea urchins and to leave the shells in the sand for us to step on these and sustanin injuries 
(urchins!!!). Browns Bay is a small family beach and cannot accomodate the onslaught of 'freedom' campers who infringe 
on the locals' freedom to enjoy the beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Hibiscus and Bays 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Please make freedom camping 
at the Hammerhead in Gulf Harbour prohibited. There is such a shortage of parking spaces for paying ferry 
passengers, people commuting to work in Auckland, that it is absolutely outrageous freedom campers are 
allowed to take up so much space for free. Also, during the entire summer it is almost impossible to find parking 
spaces for trailers forcing people to park on the green and along the road leading to absolute chaos.  

There are spaces in Shakespear Park and a commercial campground in Orewa. Hammerhead should be for us 
who pay rates, namely ferry passengers and local boaties. Have had some bad experiences with very entitled 
campers, for example one who poured his black water waste over our boat because he thought we were in his 
way. We stopped using our local boat ramp after that. But we walk in that area and know how much locals hate 
the fact that campers are granted so much space when there is ample camping space elsewhere. Ferry and 
ramp users can't move but campers can. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): No freedom camping should be allowed. These rules are not enforceable. We will 
simply have slums in Auckland 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): Prefer no freedom camping in Auckland. Really where is the vendor in this? It's just 
going to attract undesirables give tourists a free ride. And result in rubbish and waste everywhere. Have you looked at 
Rest areas? Disgusting 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 0 days 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Not enforceable 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping allowed in Auckland 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No freedom camping should be allowed 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This needs to be monitored as it is the public of Auckland that will have to pay for the clean up when it happens and it will 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I am worried for people who have been marginalised in society 
with covid adding to their situation. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: No maximum stay gives campers the best opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general ruleNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#52 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

there is poor enforcement of the current rules. I do not see Auckland council enforcing anything as they currently make 
excuses not to enforce rules, even for reserves. There has previously been regular summer holiday camping overnight in 
MacLeans park Eastern Beach. The hotline and even when councilors have been contacted (various excuses including 
they can't do anything until after 2 nights stay). There has been a camper with a single adult male parked on The 
Esplanade (northern end)for 2 months now. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It should have included powers for instant fines for people camping in tents in reserves overnight 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): ALL individuals are capable of camping regardless of self containment status, in a 
responsible and environmentally friendly way. Of course deviant actions should be punished, but it is a violation of NZ'rs 
rights to preemptively prohibit them from camping in a way that (apart from minor numbers of local troublemakers and 
idiots from overseas) has no negative impact whatsoever on the environment/area given people act RESPONSIBLY. 
Why dont we start treating adults like adults eh? 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): This is painting the entirety of locations with one broad 
brush. Some I'm sure would benefit from this rule, others where there is more space, this would simply clog up more 
sites, leave more people camping illegally and cause more confusion and dismay. 

 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): See my answer for maximum stay time. Far too 
broad a brush, will cause more harm than good. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): One has to keep in mind who this legislation would 
most drastically affect. Especially in current times in nz with a housing crisis, and it becoming harder and harder to stay 
afloat. More and more people are becoming homeless, however living in a van provides an opportunity for them to get 
their footing, find a job and just plain survive. The 2 week no return period would be fine if locales had enough freedom 
sites to allow individuals to stay within a region (for example the larger Auckland region) using sites so they could 
maintain work and actually have a chance to gain a foothold.  

Because the number of freedom sites is decreasing, and in some regions there arent any at all, with the two week rule 
the most disadvantaged people have no chance to stay put in an area long enough to get their stride.  

Either the 2 week rule with more sites, or no 2 week rule. Or we risk creating more poverty than we already have. Please 
have some compassion. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Let's think about the people who this will affect the most please. The financially disadvantaged, those just trying to make 
it by, those who cant afford to book a holiday at an inn and just want to raise their kids the kiwi way. 

I get everyone wants their way, but if I we can't find it in our hearts to sacrifice a bit of order for the ultimate public good, 
then what kind of people are we? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 



#135 

Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 
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McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: If you are decreasing freedom camping spaces across the  board, 
making a 2 week no return period across the board is going to be messy, 2 weeks is too long 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The solution to the issues 
associated with freedom camping is not to make it harder. this will only exacerbate issues, drive people to camp 
in even more undesirable locales and give us a situation worse than when we started. EDUCATION IS THE KEY. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Up to a week. Provides a reasonable time for freedom 
campors to enjoy the local businesses and environment without encroaching on any of the normal residents or other 
campers wanting to stay. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It would be too hard to 
enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be NATIONWIDE freedom camping rules rather than depending on council  bylaw. 

There should be NATIONAL STANDARD on self containment vehicle. 

Self contained vehicle should be certified and issued special number plate by WAKA KOTAHI. 

In that case rules and bylaw can be enforced. Otherwise, it is meaningless. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Nothing to do and nothing to see 
in this area. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? nothing to do nothing to see 
here. 

High demand for parking space in this area alredy. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? nothing to do nothing to see 
here. 

High demand for parking space in this area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Reckless drivers are often the ones damaging the reserves. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Its a matter of privacy and dignity. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As a guard I often report things that get ignored by authorities. I often see reckless drivers doing burnouts on gravel 
roads or in Reserves with easy access from the main road. 

Freedom campers just need a safe place to park their vehicles, sleep, eat, and enjoy the environment. 

We do not need to be Scapegoated just because the Authorities can't catch reckless drivers who destroy everything 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

What about pets? A lot of use living in our vehicles permanently have pets. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Max. of 3 nights. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): By 9:00 is too close to peak traffic and adding a string of motorhomes to traffic at 
peak morning time is not clever. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Freedom campers should be able to return to the 
same spot after 10 days. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#495 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule.  Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Having a longer no-return period better mitigates irresponsible campers skirting the 
maximum stay rule. If most responsible freedom campers plan trips of less than 2 weeks, then the difference between 2 
and 4 weeks on responsible campers would be negligible. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#506 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Campers can use camp grounds. Freedom camping in our largest city is ridiculous. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Imagine freedom campers sitting outside your house in a quiet suburb. What a stupid idea. You camp to be amongst 
nature. You know all this is going to do is cause massive headaches in complaints. There will be fights when people 
don't leave and council don't respond as invariably will happen. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not allowing freedom camping in residential streets and protecting the 
residents and ratepayers of Auckland 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The noise, pollution and being allowed to 
camp anywhere on the streets and carparks will impact owners/residents of their property.  The rights of an 
owner/resident/ratepayer are taken away and privilege is given to the freedom camper and not the resident/ratepayer. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Do not want any of the rules included in the general rules.  Freedom camping should not be allowed in residential streets. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This new by law does not take into consideration of the owners/residents/ratepayers and are giving all the privilege to 
freedom campers and are not taking into consideration the effect it will have on the owners/residents/ratepayers who 
have paid for their properties and freedom campers are able to live/stay for free on our streets.  This is not fair on the 
residents/ratepayers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is not specific to any 
sore, but you survey is very prescriptive and does not allow much h freedom to deviate from your choosen 
format. It's very leading. 

Anyway look at the site at Maraetai Beach for example. The slope of the parking spots is shocking and are also 
on a main road. Where as if you choose spots on the directly opposite these in the car park,  then the flat amd 
away from the main road. 

You are creating some major health and safety issues by not choosing wisely. 

Having people camp on a road side when there is a car park available is irresponsible.  Making people sleep on 
an horrible angle causes poor sleep,  they then have to drive the next day. Please re look at all sites from this 
aspect  thanks 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to police it.Ive had a freedom self contained camper in front of my house on eastern beach for more than 
90 days.Another non-self contained camper has lived in this lockdown 90 days plus in the rodgers park football clubs 
carpark because they both use the public toilets.When the council locked the public toilets the chap infront had to dump 
his cartridge in my toilet! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This much paperwork is going to make enforcement unworkable,The homeless will take advantage and populate the the 
streets as Ive been told by a lady who lives in her car on the beach in front of my house on eastern beach that 
emergency shared accomodation is dangerous noisey and frightening. 

 We already have drug use,teenage sex, fireworks,and boy racers and now you want the homeless as a final topping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#774 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

NZMCA member and keen that freedom camping as a right is maintained and this requires a level of responsibility to be 
held by the camper, transgressions should be penalised 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The regulations should be toughened. Vehicles should be completely self contained - not just certified. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be NO Freedom 
camping allowed at any of the local beach areas in the Howick Ward. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to Police these rules?  You can write to Council - Nobody bothers to reply. Try phoning out of Office hours, 
and nobody answers.  

So Freedom Camping will be like all other Council By-Laws, they are never upheld.  Not in favour of Freedom Camping 
at all, we do have have the facilities in place to cope with them, and as Ratepayers, why should we have to put up with 
more problems. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Should be Banned from all Suburban Areas, including Beaches. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Our Beaches are used by 
Locals and are extremely busy during all seasons of the year.  Freedom Campers rarely follow rules, and we run 
the risk of Polluting our Beaches even more.  We live on the Beach and have witnessed this.  Who do you report 
a Breach to, and can you every get hold of them?  The same as the Firework Ban in Public spaces.  Rules can 
be made, but nobody upholds them. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#913 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#929 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? If you are letting people park on streets then it 
impacts home owners and residents who have camper vans living outside their homes. We had a camper van living 
outside our house for months until a couple of neighbours had huge confrontation with the guy until he packed up and 
moved. Not fair to put homeowners in that situation. Happy for them to have a freedom camping park on council land 
somewhere but not on residential streets. They are not for freedom campers use! There is a camper van been parked 
outside 32 Oranga Ave, Onehunga for months. When will the council do something about that? 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Having lots of different rules for different areas makes it very difficult for people to 
find the relevant information that applies.  There is no advantage to local communities to have freedom campers all over 
the place.  If they are self contained they can make their own drinks and food and do not buy local.  With housing 
intensification parking is difficult for residents.  It will be even worse if unlimited freedom campers can park on residential 
streets. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

With housing intensification that Auckland is encouraging, parking is difficult for residents.  It will be even worse if 
unlimited freedom campers can park on residential streets.  There are some streets in my area where it is already difficult 
to drive between the parked vehicles. 

Freedom campers on residential street will block parking and street access that rate payers are paying for. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Firstly, I own a self contained motor home.  I will mostly stay at proper camp sites and my self containment means that I 
can stay at basic campsites.  Any freedom camping I do will not be anyplace that inconveniences locals.  This should be 
the rule for all.  There is no advantage to local communities to have freedom campers all over the place.  If they are self 
contained they can make their own drinks and food and do not buy local.  With housing intensification parking is difficult 
for residents to find parking for their own vehicles.  It will be even worse if unlimited freedom campers can park on 
residential streets.  The rubbish and recycling vehicles already have a very difficult job negotiating round parked cars.  
Try spending a day seeing how hard it is for them. 

FREEDOM CAMPING ON RESIDENTIAL STREETS SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED.  

Many freedom campers are not invested in the community.  I have seen some creating a nuisance in the past and the 
police resources are already overstretched.  Freedom Campers should be limited to overnight OFF of residential streets. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Its a community facility and 
parking should only be available for those using the facility not overnight. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The park is a recreation area 
for local people.  The parking should not be filled with freedom campers. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is very busy with 
parking for locals frequenting shops and the market.  It is often very difficult to get a parking spot there, especially 
on Saturdays.  This needs to be available for local residents. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? NO CAMPERVANS 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

WE DO NOT SUPPORT CAMPERVANS IN OUR STREETS, IT SHOULD ONLY BE ON COUNCIL PROVIDED PARKS 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in our residential streets and on our beaches.  It will open the area up to 
homeless people moving around living permanently on our streets.  Camping vans and campervans should stay in 
appropriately provided camp sites with full facilities to avoid rubbish, sewage etc. in our township. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? If this Freedom camping is 
allowed we will end up with homeless people moving around our township staying in various places.  It is 
extremely unwise to allow this.  Camping should be in properly equipped camping sites only. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 2 nights is too short maybe consider 4 nights 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1099 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Toilets and washing facilities must be readily available and accessible in compliant vehicles, not tucked away under a 
bed ... 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, It would be too hard to enforce a no-return 
period rule, Another reason (please explain)Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make 
it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they 
don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain): This would stop people from being able to go to local businesses and enjoy local 
activities 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Whilst general rules are ok. Areas covered by general rules need to be adequate. I live in Howick. Neither of the sites 
indicated there would handle long vehicles. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

In Howick I think the sites are inadequate and in some instances not that safe. 

There are better areas in Lloyd Elsmore Park, the right hand reserve end of Eastern Beach, Upper carpark at Mellons 
Bay, Lower carpark off Fencible Drive but to name a few. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a good site but would 
need limits on numbers so it doesn't inconvenience hall users 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would be reluctant to stay 
here due to safety concerns. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#1114 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Long vehicles enteri g and 
exiting this site may bottom out coming across the footpath 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#1184 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think a three night limit would be better as it gives the 
Freedom camper time to establish things on the site (Awnings if room, table chairs etc.)  as may arrive late afternoon on 
first day and first day is wasted; Next two days to have time to explore 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We have a 7.4 meter FULLY SELF contained motor home and enjoy Freedom camping and sometime park in private 
camping grounds (cost). Very rarely is the parking space wide enough to extend an awning to be outside under cover 
from sun, or adverse weather (normally put awning away before rain or heavy wind comes though). 

The carparks allocated for freedom camping cause campers to park too close together causing potential fire risk. 

A three night stay limit gives one more of a feeling of relaxation and settlement to enjoy the amenities and location. 

Happy that any allocated sites do not restrict locals view corridor etc. and are to one side of housing (more planning of 
this may be needed for future sites. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? With the price if rent it seems unfair to punish 
those who are trying to get by.. I am for being self contained but every one has to live let them be 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not allowing ANY sort of Freedom Camping in Residential Streets. Who in 
Council thought this was a good idea. It is repugnant that these folk can "camp" outside your home.  Freedom Campers 
should be limited to Camping Grounds only. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom Camping should NOT 
be allowed in ANY residential streets - full stop! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Shelly Beach Pde Cockle Bay and other similar beaches are not suitable for 
Freedom Camping. 1. Limited parking and heavily used by the local community  

2. It is a cul de sac  and  limited turning which would be dangerous  

3. Safety for children and beach users given it is a 50 kL road and narrow in parts and  heavily used by general vehicles. 

4. Due to its small road frontage would restrict access to others using the beach. 

5. Would block views of residents houses for long periods  

6. Would exceed supply  given its location and short road . 

7 Noise and problems with alcohol use being in an alcoholic free area.     

8. Cost of patrolling the 2 day stay and 2 week ban. 

If our beach and similar got on Trip Advisor you can imagine the problems. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):The area must provide dump site for waste 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Only in designated sites 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Leave by 9am in approved sites 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): One month in approved sites 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

For Shelly Beach Pde and other small beaches particularly cul de sac  freedom camping must be banned  as all the 
reasons above. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping must be prohibited from all beaches in Auckland that would. 

1 not suitable due to limited parking 
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2. Safety of all residents and beach users  ie limited turning area or cul de sac and speed 50 kL  

3. Block views of resident property ,houses  

4. Cost to patrol and enforce the bylaws  

5. Limit access to local beach users  on small beaches 

6 Must provide dump station for waste 

7 over use by Freedom Camping will cause a lot of public outcry and may cause other beach users to act unlawful to 
distract them. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I believe that maximum stay should be 3 nights not 2 as 
generally someone coming to explore Auckland - NZs biggest city, is going to arrive on day 1 explore day 2 and 3 then 
depart early on Day 4 to dump at the nearest public dump station and move to a ne 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think it would be preferable to have a maximum of 3 
nights in a 30 day period and that way travellers have the flexible  option of returning if they are just overnighting as they 
pass through and then return as they are travelling back in this direction again or they can stay for the 3 nights (in my 
proposal) and really explore the city. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I certainly think that general rules are necessary so that there is consistency and something to base compliance 
expectations on. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think there needs to be 
somewhere in the Howick, Pakuranga & Botany  area where people can stay overnight with rules.  Barry Curtis 
park would be one suggestion I would make as it is an area that has ample room for such provision to be made.  
Maybe an alternative might be to dedicate a small number of spaces in the vacinity of the Half Moon Bay Marina 
where there is a dump station open to the public and water supply made available.  Up on the Whangaparoa 
Peninsular you can stay a couple of nights at the Marina and it is an excellent place to stay.  Very important 
though that there be a strict tracking or monitoring system so that people don't park and go away for a week on a 
boat.  Monitoring should be able to be achieved at one of these sites. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I still think that 3 nights in a 30 
day period is more reasonable for the travelling public 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? In this case (Moore ST) I think 
that the 1 night rule is not unreasonable as this is a very residential and business area.  good to have some 
centrally placed overnight stops though. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): General Rules are acceptable on the basis that there are more areas of prohibited 
and restricted use where there is already a shortage of parking, particularly at small beaches. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Unless Council extends the prohibted and restricted areas then 2 days is too long for 
a Gneral Rule. Careful consideration needs to be given to small beach areas where numerous campervans will 
congregate together and use much needed parking spaces that are required by families visiting playgrounds, the beach 
itself, the boat ramp the scout dens etc. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Council should not be encouraging the use of on-street and off-street freedom 
camping to those who live in a camper full time in a Metroplitan area. The Bylaws  should  be designed to allow 
TRAVELLING campers a place to safely park and sleep at night. But ie Bylaws need to disincentivise the bouncing 
around between parking places long term in the Metropolitan area. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In pronciple the rules are acceptable except that Council has not considered that there arfe many more parking areas 
that should be restricted or have prohibited parking. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am very concerned about the lack of restricted and prohibited Freedom Camping areas at Auckland Metroplitan 
beaches. 
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I will email through a Proposal for Cockle Bay Beach which currently has no proposed restrictions or prohibited parking 
areas in the new  Freedom Camping By Law. WIthout restrictions there will be mayhem at this small beach which has a 
boat ramp, a large children's campground, a Scout Den a petangue pitch and Restaurant.  There is already inadequate 
parking available for families visiting in their vehicles.A designated area where freedom Camping is restricted to a 
maximum of 4 vehicles in allocated parking spaces and be prohibited to camp elsewhere in the street.  

Cockle Bay is a small popular beach with a large playground for families arriving by private vehicle who require parking 
space close by.  

Unrestricted freedom camping in vehicles for 48 hours at a time in Shelly Beach Parade will cause further congestion, 
safety issues and mayhem unless controlled.  

Groups of friends travelling in Camper vans would further dominate and inhibit access to this small beach.  

We trust that Council considers why there is genuine concern here.  

As a resident at this beach for the past 27 years I have witnessed the visitor growth and increased parking congestion, 
and sadly the homeless living in vehicles over this time.  

Being a past NZ Parking Association Member, Committee Member and Secretary for 24 years from 1993 until 2017 I 
have heard and participated in many discussions with NZ Council Parking Enforcement representatives about Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles.  

What was obvious is that in areas where Freedom Camping was popular (or likely to be popular when allowed) there 
needed to be restrictions and controls in place to protect the environment, maintain public safety, preserve access for 
local residents and minimise any adverse affects on commercial businesses in the area.  

It is my opinion that regulatory controls and restrictions for Freedom Camping at small beaches like Cockle Bay in the 
Auckland Metro area need to be set.  

When you have residential homes, commercial business (restaurant) public faciltiies (playground, boat ramp) and Clubs, 
Associations (Scout Hall, Petangue Pitch) all in the same small area you cannot successfully implement a Bylaw allowing 
unrestricted camping at 48 hours at a time. There will be mayhem. (see attachment for more info) 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an ideal spot to stay 
overnight. Why has Council designated it has being prohibited for Freedom Campers? 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an ideal spot to stay 
overnight. Why has Council designated it has being prohibited for Freedon Campers? 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an ideal spot to stay 
overnight. Why has Council designated it has being prohibited for Freedon Campers? 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)? Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 weeks 



#1314 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark? 
No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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In support of my submission made on-line on Friday morning 3rd December.  

SUBMISSION FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION – FREEDOM CAMPING IN VEHICLES 

Why Cockle Bay Beach requires designation as an area where freedom Camping is RESTRICTED and 

PROHIBITED. 

PHOTOS 1 & 2:  Taken Friday 3rd December at 7.01 pm 
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PHOTO 3:  Taken Sunday Morning 5th December 7.58 am

PHOTOS 4 & 5:  Taken Sunday Morning 5th December 7.58am at the Boat Ramp on the Reserve
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Page 3 of 6 

 

PHOTO 5:  Taken Sunday Morning 5th December 7.58 am at the Boat Ramp on the Reserve 
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PHOTOS 

Photos 1 & 2 show Cockle Bay Beach early evening on a week day. 

This is at the start of summer looking towards the end of the cul de sac. This is not what we would 

classify as a busy time at Cockle Bay. A busy day at Cockle Bay is when vehicles are parked 2 deep in the 

‘nose in’ shingled area, and on grassed residential berms in front of homes.  

Photo 3 shows Cockle Bay Beach early morning on a Sunday (today)  

Every day at some stage parking spaces are full. As you will see from Photos 4 and 5 because the parking 

spaces were full when the Freedom camper arrived yesterday evening, they decided it was OK to park 

alongside the Cockle Bay Boat Ramp. 

Photos 4 & 5  show Cockle Bay Beach Boat Ramp area on a Sunday Morning (today)  being used by a 

Freedom Camper to park their vehicle overnight.    

 

CURRENT PARKING CONGESTION  

Parking congestion at this small beach is a regular occurrence year round. It is by far the most popular 

small beach in the Howick area for young families due to the shade provided by established trees, the 

large playground and safe swimming and half and full tides.  

Please consider the following: 

 Public Transport to visit Cockle Bay beach by locals is not a viable option for many. 

 Families wanting to picnic at the beach need to park their own vehicle close by. 

 Parking spaces are currently at a premium due to the following: 

o Large Children’s Playground 

o Only  beach in the area with available shade from the established Pohutukawa trees 

o Windross Restaurant 

o Petangue Pitch 

o Scout Den 

o Local Boat Ramp 

o Large grassed Reserve Areas for picnics, and music festivals (operated by Council) 

o Chicanes and speed humps. 

o Beach erosion remediation which recently reduced the number of carpark spaces. 
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The Beach has four (4) main parking areas/categories: 

1. Sealed parking area with road marked parking spaces at the end of the cul de sac.  This larger 

parking area is from the large toilet block being adjacent to the Toilet Block, Scout Den, Windross 

Restaurant, Petangue Pitch and Boat Ramp. This is the largest car parking area. 

 

2. Unsealed ‘nose in’ unmarked parking (in loose metal) along the foreshore across the road from 

residential homes. This parking area is in shingle therefore the spaces are unmarked other than a 

few low lying half round posts laid into the ground to ‘demarcate’ that this parking area is designed 

for vehicles to park nose in. (not for horizontal parking) 

 

3. Unsealed ‘horizontal’ Parking (in loose metal) along the foreshore across the road from residential 

homes. This area used to be ‘nose in’ parking but due to the beach erosion remediation Council 

needed to make this area narrower and designate as only being suitable for horizontal parking. 

 

4. Sealed on-street roadside area directly outside residential homes unmarked but used as parking 

usually by residents and residents’ visitors. 

 

PROPOSED 

4 new parking spaces allocated for FREEDOM CAMPERS. Restrict Freedom Camping to this area only. 

Prohibit Freedom Camping in Vehicles anywhere else in Shelly Beach Parade.. 

The most logical solution is to make a purpose built carpark area out the front of the Scout Den and 

Petangue pitch for Freedom Campers to park overnight. This is a grassed area not normally used as 

people go over to the beach area. (See Photo 6 next page)  

If not then allocate four (4) car park spaces for Freedom Camping only in the large carpark. (1 above) 

Car parking areas (2 & 3 above) are too short to safely accommodate large RVs and are highly sought 

after by families with young children visiting the beach and playground areas. It is of concern that the 

foreshore ‘nose in’ parking shingled area is unmarked and if RVs begin to park horizontally (and they do 

already) then much needed parking spaces will be lost and families will be unable to visit the beach in 

their cars as there will be nowhere to park. 

Council’s proposal of 48 hours parking for Freedom Parking will cause mayhem at this beach. 

Car Parks on street ( 4 above)  are directly in front of beachfront homes which are lived in full time. 

Residents will not be wanting large buses and vans parking horizontally directly in front of their fences 

the front of their homes 48 hours at a time. Should this not be considered by Council as being a 

prohibited area then residents will park their own vehicles out on the road to stop their view shafts from 

being taken away particularly over the busiest summer period. This is the general consensus of most 

residents and is counterproductive resulting in more car parking space being lost. 
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PHOTO 5:  Taken Sunday Morning 5th December 7.58 am Area in front of Scout Den and Petangue Pitch. 

This area is the most logical to be made into a Freedom Parking only for 4 spaces. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#1338 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Shelly Beach Parade is simply not suitable for the accommodation of Freedom campers.   it does not have the space, 
facilities or infrastructure support for large vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1338 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would like Shelly Beach Parade 
to be added to Schedule 1 - Prohibited area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Cockle Bay Residents and Ratepayers Association (CBRRA) 

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Feedback from Cockle Bay Residents and Ratepayers Association (CBRRA) to follow via email,  

Following from the statement in the Have Your Say on freedom camping bylaw published 26 Oct 2021  "The council is 
consulting on the designated prohibited areas and restricted areas". 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It can conflict with and 
overload  the parking areas of this community centre 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Other areas close by to cater 
for Freedom Campers 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Other areas nearby cater for 
Freedom Campers 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): See attached submission 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We do not consider that Shelly Beach Parade in Cockle Bay is a suitable freedom camping site. We would like to 

see the area added to the list under Schedule 1, Prohibited Sites in the Howick Local Board area. 

Reasons: 

1) We believe it is important to maintain ready access and parking at the site for the large number of day 

visitors and locals. 

2) There are cars with trailers accessing the boat ramp and it is already a tight area to maneuver. Extra 

parking of oversize vehicles would cause more pressure on shared spaces. 

3) A common size of motorhome or campervan would exceed the length of a standard carpark, affecting 

others in vehicles and/or on foot in what is already limited area. 

4) The area of Cockle Bay Beach has a well-documented Maori history that needs to be respected and 

protected. 

5) Impact on iconic Restaurant, visitors and residents on Shelly Beach Parade. 
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6) Shelly Beach Parade has a number of popular facilities along its short length, e.g. children’s playground, 

public toilets, bus stop, petanque pitch, scout hall, Cockle Bay Reserve, the beach itself, and side street 

access ways, all of which are used by a large number of pedestrians. 

7) Overall, the CBRRA sees the popularity of Shelly Beach Parade in the numbers of day visitors and locals. 

The pressure on parking is huge. Often cars overflow onto the grass area by the petanque area and the 

scout hall, and even onto the beach and boat ramp at the far end by the Reserve. 

8) The location is close to the Airport, has clean toilets, a playground, some beautiful old trees for shade, and 

it is in a neighborhood where people feel safe. The desirability of Cockle Bay Beach is undisputed. 

In our view to look at past use is not a fair or valid assessment of Shelly Beach Parade, as freedom camping was 

generally not allowed there. We ask to have Shelly Beach Parade, Cockle Bay included in the Prohibited Sites, 

Schedule 1 of the HLB area. 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I wish to make some comments about Cockle Bay Beach and Shelly Beach Parade: 

Cockle Bay Beach and its access road are both short in length and exist in a suburban environment. Cockle Bay is a 
very popular destination with both local residents and day visitors (including community and church groups)  who come 
from all over Auckland.  Shelly Beach Parade has a large number of popular community facilites along its short length 
including a children's playground, petanque pitch, Cockle Bay Reserve, boat ramp (accessed off the cul-de-sac end of 
the Parade), scout hall, bus stop, public toilets, a restaurant and number of walkways to local side streets. Shelly Beach 
Parade also provides direct access to and parking for the beach itself.  

Because of its popularity parking on Shelly Beach Parade is at a premium for visitors to the beach and large numbers of 
pedestrians use it to access the beach and the various facilities available.  Therefore the presence of Camper Vans on 
Shelly Beach Parade has the potential to reduce safe access to Shelly Beach Parade, its parking spaces and Cockle Bay 
Beach for other users.   

To support safe access to the beach and Shelly Beach Parade for all users Shelly Beach Parade and Cockle Bay Beach 
should be made a Prohibited Area under this new Bylaw.  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There must be areas such as Cockle Bay a d other small beaches to prevent being swamped by freedom Camping. Cu 
de sac , short street , limited parking , safety very busy with play ground, Scout Den , restaurant, boat ramp etc. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Small beaches must be protected from over use or being swamped by freedom camping. 

 May be a max of 2 dedicated spots in a position the is suitable and not block views or restrict  parking  and in a safe 
location . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is common sense to have rules for freedom camping due to a number of factors and the following must be taken into 
account when opening up freedom Camping. 

Safety , as in places with restricted parking, play grounds, residents views, other beach users in places with limited 
space. Also the cost of enforcing the bylaw . People will push the rules and this will cause a lot of problems. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 



#1465 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain): Thee Government has recently announced a bill to tighten definition of self-
containment .  I submit this definition should be incorporated into the bylaw 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Most self contained campervans are considerably larger than a standard car, both in length and particularly width. 

Many of roads are too narrow to allow for the movement of traffic when a campervan(s) is parked.  There is a public 
safety issue; emergency services vehicles may not be able to get through. 

I submit freedom camping should be prohibited on roads less than a specified width.  The specified width should be 
sufficient to permit two standard passenger cars to pass the parked campervan, on in each direction. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Enforcement. 

As part of the bylaw Council needs to provide budget for enforcement.  

Violations have a immediate impact on adjacent residents.  Reported violations need to be investigated immediately not 
days later when the aledged offender has moved on.  Local wardens could be empowered to enforce the proposed 
bylaw. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Howick 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Residents who have contained vehicles should be exempt, from using these in 
auckland, but still be subjected to the rules for no dumping, ie like going to the beach at 3 am down the road fishing 
during the night, like may locals who actually care the last thing we need is locals being band from there own beach or 
reserves. Residents with CAMPERS are not the problem. So can i go to the beach in my car but not the camper? seems 
backwards. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would prefer more details and enforcement on the people deliberately damaging parks, reserves and beaches that just 
walk ion and cut tree down and dump huge amounts of rubbish in waterways, this causes much more damage that 
picking on good behaviour, maybe consider having an scheme for locals that have campers being exempt. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

penalties will have a negative impact on locals goign to the beach at night, how is council going to differentiate these 
people? Please see my last submission from the last draft. See attachment for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All personal information that you provide in this submission will be held and protected by Auckland Council in 
accordance with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service 
centres) and with the Privacy Act 1993. Our privacy policy explains how we may use and share your personal 
information in relation to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that 
information. We recommend you familiarise yourself with this policy.  

2 

Have your say on the proposed Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 

Feedback opens 3 December 2018 and closes 18 February 2019  

Your contact details 

Your name and feedback will be publicly available in Auckland Council reports and online. All other personal 
details will remain private.   

Postcode:  

Your local board: Howick 

Have your say on the proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 

Proposal 1 

Replace legacy bylaw provisions about camping in public places with a new bylaw under the Freedom Camping 
Act 2011 

Reason 
Current bylaw provisions generally ban freedom camping except in designated areas but do not give us the power 
to issue fines if someone breaks the rules. Developing a new bylaw under the Freedom Camping Act 2011 will 
allow us to manage freedom camping in Auckland more proactively and give our enforcement officer the power 
to issue $200 fines. 

What is your opinion on this proposal? No response 

Please tell us why: 

Proposal 2   
Increase the number of areas where people can freedom camp in Auckland (with restrictions) to help manage 
demand and minimise the negative impacts of freedom camping.  

Reason 
The Freedom Camping Act generally allows freedom camping and limits our ability to prohibit it. Our research 
found a shortage of places where freedom campers can go in Auckland, causing over‐crowding in places where it 
is allowed, or illegal camping at popular places. 

The draft bylaw aims to minimise the negative impacts from campers on the community and environment by 
providing more places for freedom campers to go, with restrictions on the: 
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All personal information that you provide in this submission will be held and protected by Auckland Council in 
accordance with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service 
centres) and with the Privacy Act 1993. Our privacy policy explains how we may use and share your personal 
information in relation to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that 
information. We recommend you familiarise yourself with this policy.  

 number of camping vehicles that can stay at a designated site

 type of vehicle and how long they can stay

What is your opinion on this proposal? No response 

 Please tell us why: 

Proposal 3 

Restrict freedom camping to certified self‐contained vehicles only in areas that are not near 24‐hour public 
toilets. 

Reason 
We want to ensure that all freedom campers have access to a toilet, either onboard their vehicles or at a public 
toilet that is open 24‐hours.  This will minimise the negative impacts from campers on the community and 
environment. 

Note: For a vehicle to camp in a restricted certified self‐contained only area it must meet the NZ Self 
Containment Standard and display the correct certification.  

The standard sets minimum requirements for vehicles including a toilet, fresh water storage, wastewater storage 
and a rubbish bin. 

What is your opinion on this proposal? No response 

Please tell us why:   

Proposal 4 

Campers cannot stay in restricted freedom camping areas for more than two nights. 

Reason 
A maximum night stay will: 

 ensure turnover at restricted freedom camping areas
 minimise conflict with other users
 encourage responsible camping.

Our research also found campers typically do not stay at one location for more than two nights. 

What is your opinion on this proposal? No response 

Please tell us why:   

Proposal 5 

Freedom camping vehicles staying in areas that have high daytime use must leave by 9am. 
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All personal information that you provide in this submission will be held and protected by Auckland Council in 
accordance with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service 
centres) and with the Privacy Act 1993. Our privacy policy explains how we may use and share your personal 
information in relation to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that 
information. We recommend you familiarise yourself with this policy.  

Reason 
Some parking areas have overnight parking capacity but have high use during the day. Allowing freedom camping 
vehicles to remain throughout the day will create conflict with other regular users. 

The proposal suggests leaving by 9am to give campers the opportunity to visit local cafes or shops and prepare to 
leave. 

What is your opinion on this proposal? No response 

Please tell us why:    

Do you have any other feedback on the draft Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw? 
For example: 

 general feedback on the proposal

 any council managed areas that are not included in the maps provided, which you think should be
included in the bylaw (provide the name and address of the area and why you think it should be
included).

Other Feedback: Cockle bay beach, Howick beach, cockle bay domain on John Gill road. Allow 24/7 freedom 
camping for resident New Zealanders, this is a must, one of the reasons I have stayed here, born here and love it, 
younare taking the kiwi out of the kiwi. Please consider the implications for locals and the issues this bylaw will 
cause. The whole reason for the act in the first place is not what Auckland council are actually using it for. Totally 
off topic. I for one will park my camper anywhere I like regardless of the new bylaw as I am a decedent of the first 
settlers and do so much clean up work around east Auckland. Under the takutai Moana act appendix  B1.4, we all 
have free access, passing this bylaw may reduce or breach this act or others. Some how exempt residents, please 
and special needs vehicles. 

Attached documents: See end of submission 

Are you submitting on behalf of an organisation: No 

Tell us about your experience 

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you with your overall experience of submitting feedback? 

Response: 2 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

I found the process easy to have my say 

1 – Strongly disagree  2  3  4  5 – Strongly agree  Don’t know 

Response: 2 

1 – Very dissatisfied  2  3  4  5 – Very satisfied  Don’t know 
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All personal information that you provide in this submission will be held and protected by Auckland Council in 
accordance with our privacy policy (available at aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/privacy and at our libraries and service 
centres) and with the Privacy Act 1993. Our privacy policy explains how we may use and share your personal 
information in relation to any interaction you have with the council, and how you can access and correct that 
information. We recommend you familiarise yourself with this policy.  

Auckland Council provided me with enough information to enable me to have my say 

1 – Strongly disagree  2  3  4  5 – Strongly agree  Don’t know 

Response: 4 

How can we improve the process of submitting feedback to Auckland Council?  

Saying and submitting is easy, but to never hear back is really bad and frustrating. Makes me think was it even 
read, why can someone not read it and email a reply back? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would favor having the general rules as restrictive as possible. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of 
freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify): No return ever. 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 



#41 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#41 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Currently Freedom Campers have a list of areas in which they are permitted 
to freedom camp. Please keep it this way. Do not open up all areas of Auckland and only restrict certain areas. This is 
will make the management of these areas impossible and will negatively impact the environment. Keep Freedom 
Campers to certain limited areas in the city like it currently is. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

First of all, in the previous question you did NOT allow us to comment on the LACK OF PROHIBITED LOCATIONS in the 
Kaipatiki Local Board area.  This is incredibly wrong as there are important areas in the board area which need to be 
addressed. in particular All marked carparks at the western end of Beach Haven Road in the vicinity of Beach Haven 
Wharf, and the access road to the wharf. There is a struggle enough for resident parking in this area and past illegal 
Freedom Campers in the park always leave a mess that is left for residents to clear up themselves. It is an important 
route for the ferry service and allowing campers there does not encourage the use of the ferry. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? As we have seen from other communities in New Zealand, despite being self 
contained the hygiene practices and waste left by freedom campers continues to be a problem for rate payers and the 
communities. Why should rate payers foot the bill for this and the have to clean up the mess left behind. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Rate payers and home occupiers can be 
negatively impacted due to the loss of on road parking, which is now being lost to housing intensification. Also the 
reduced access of parking for commuters needing to access buses and ferry services due to freedom campers only 
having to vacate by 9am. Most people needing to travel would access these parks between 6am and 10am.  Due to 
significant cost increases of rates, cost of living etc access to these amenities should be prioritised to rate payers and 
renters in Auckland. There are also many heritage sites on the North Shore that have been left off the list eg. Birkenhead 
wharf, Northcote point, under the harbour bridge at Northcote where unsavoury behaviour often happens. The noise and 
behaviour that could occur that would negatively impact home owners and renters especially when the freedom campers 
refuse to move on. Many things have not been considered in this minimalist attempt to let freedom campers loose in a 
big city. Freedom campers do not need the whole city to camp where they please and disrupt communities. There are 
many parks with large lots and access to toilets and rubbish bins that can be considered to reduce the impact freedom 
campers have on the Auckland residents. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The council will no doubt struggle to implement this rules, they are not sound and will leave home owners and occupiers 
worse off 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#102 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should only be allowed in designated areas. We have enough 
problems with security, thefts, rubbish being left behind, drugs, alcohol and needles being left behind as is! 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Designated areas that are monitored everyday. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By not opening the can of worm you're proposing to open. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#139 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You guys must be absolutely crazy if you think it is ok to allow freedom campers to have free range and access to 
reserves next to residential areas on the Northshore / Kapiti area. Heath Reserve has enough problems as it is - freedom 
camping will impact our health and safety. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): One week gap would seem sufficient 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 



#149 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Re the "harm" impacts - there's no difference between a self-contained freedom camper and a day tripper when it comes 
to view blocking, littering, smells from cooking, noise, over-use of public facilities etc. As there are usually many more 
day trippers than freedom campers at a site, I suggest that similar restrictions and limits on numbers at a site be applied 
to picknickers and day trippers so as to avoid blocking the views of, or offending the olfactory senses of, the entitled 
residents during daylight hours. After all, at night, when the freedom campers are present, it's dark and they can't see 
anything anyway. And while you're at it, how about bylaws that manage the impacts of noise, smells, and other unsavory 
actions of the residents and their BBQs, cooking preferences etc. on public users of council land. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It's already been identified that reducing the number of spaces for freedom campers only puts more pressure on 
surrounding areas and increases the risk of non-compliance. Therefore it seems nonsensical to halve the number of 
spaces in locations such as Gulf Harbour, as there's nowhere else to go. Similar tight restrictions on the number of 
vehicles allowed will only exacerbate the issue. I suggest higher numbers be allowed in most places. And more places 
that are listed as "restricted" would spread campers more broadly across the city and reduce the impacts locally - which 
after all seems to be what the residents want. If you squash them all into a small number of locations and pack them in 
like sardines, of course the residents will complain. So make more places available, make the limits one-night-only, and 
enforce bylaws that control litter and other behaviour for EVERYONE. Again, your own research showed that the majority 
of freedom campers behave responsibly. Can your researcher say the same about day-trippers and picnickers? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an important overnight 
spot for people moving through Auckland, and for people who have just arrived in NZ - so once the borders are 
open again, expect it to come under pressure from tourists as well as locals. It needs to be big enough for them. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The proposals put forward on the face of it seem fair and in keeping with the freedom camping act. But one of the 
proposed restrictions seems harsh, especially given the size and limited use by locals of some of these areas. They 
could easily accomodate more vehicles with little to no inconvenience to locals.  By using the  proposed departure time 
but with a restricted arrival time would ensure most campers would be gone and parks available for public use 
throughout the day, especially in highly desirable areas. As the day ends and the public vacate the area campers could 
take additional slots and be gone by the proposed departure time the following day. Thereby removing the likelihood that 
vehicles  would be randomly camping around the streets. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It’s a very large area and could 
easily accomodate more vehicles safely and with very little inconvenience to locals. It’s a long journey out there 
from the main road with no other options available once out there, forcing campers to park randomly around the 
streets if the ten slots are taken. Given the entire area is nothing more than a parking lot for ferry commuters and 
fishers, it doesn’t seem too much of a stretch to allow more vehicles and for them to stay three nights if desired. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It’s a remote and lengthy drive 
from the main road. It’s also a large space so could easily accomodate more vehicles. Therefore it’s highly likely 
campers will make the journey given the likelihood there will be a spot available. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Midday 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): One week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Kelpstrewn.com 

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The rules proposed are too permissive, and are constructed in an ingenious way that 
masks here the permitted areas are. They might be more supportable if the permitted areas were added to the schedule. 
As stated, the proposal looks manipulative and designed to minimise public opposition. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom campers should depart when asked by rate 
paying users of public space, when they are preventing the normal use of that space. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As stated, the consultation process is restricting available responses and is not a good faith effort. For example, several 
spots in my local area are carte blanche for campers, eg coxes bay, the reserves off pt chevalier road, and campers 
have previously created nuisance in all these areas. Suggest inclusion of a list of all public places that can be used for 
camping, and invitation of responses on these. I also note that provisions such as departure times will be difficult to 
monitor, and will not be enforced unless a complaint is made. Definition of what departure means is also not clear, does 
moving to the next carpark over within the same site for the day qualify as departure? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There might be some places where this is necessary. I.e. Takapuna beach, but a 
place like little shoal bay, give people the time to pack up and move on with their day. Campervans etc are all about 
finding that slower pace of life. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There might be some places where this is necessary. I.e. Takapuna beach, but a 
place like little shoal bay, give people the time to pack up and move on with their day. Campervans etc are all about 
finding that slower pace of life. 

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place. Another reason (please explain)Not setting 
a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, 
It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or 
amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There are some people who own vans that utilise on street parking in their own 
streets. Would be sad to limit them. By having a maximum days and but no no-return they have an out. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule 
without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There should be an allowance for a person to park their self contained vehicle on the road near their property without 
restrictions above those already in place for other vehicles. 

Otherwise these bylaws will be open to abuse. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is time controlled 
and paid parking anyway. There is no reason to further restrict against a problem that doesn't exist. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Overnight only. It should be 
legal to camp overnight when the carpark is not in use. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#274 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Campers should be in a designated area that can cope 
with it. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 7am , im not sure if aucklands rush hour has been 
considered here 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Freedom campers are exploring nz , we must be 
talking about homless people if we think they are likely to keep coming back 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same placeNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require 
campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Let’s share these beautiful sights. Not sure why we have to limit, restrict and show such greediness. Freedom camping is 
a given right and shouldn’t be altered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#296 

Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? None 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? None 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By joining with other Councils to campaign for the freedom  camping  law to 
be abolished. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Several times before Covid-19 I have observed up to 20 vans parked overnight in the 
reserve carpark at Narrow Neck Beach. 

They were not allowed to be there, yet Council couldn't stop them. 

So, clearly Council would fail to police freedom campers anywhere. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I strongly object to having any freedom camping at all due to all the well known inherent problems. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do not support any freedom camping anywhere in NZ due to the long history of problems it creates. 

All campers should be forced to use a proper camping ground. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Some of the marked carparks at the southern end of Queen Street in the vicinity of Te Onewa (Northcote) Wharf are 
diagonal parking.  For Large RV's these means that they stick out a long way into the road.  I cycle around here and 
large vehicle parked here cause a H&S issue.  I don't think diagonal parked freedom camping should be allowed in this 
area.  At a minimum I request a roading engineer assesses the situation here. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Although I don’t believe freedom camping in properly certified self contained vehicles does cause a problem . It’s the 
vehicles that are not csc or got a csc cert but don’t meet the requirements that are the problem . Better policing of the csc 
system would help .zAt present you can buy a blue sticker of FB marketplace. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Ti Point is an isolated spot 
which is well known for rock climbing, fishing and diving. Including this seems inconsistent with the purpose of 
both the act and the proposed bylaw. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#532 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): A maximum stay rule could have a seasonal peak/off-
peak period.  That is, keep a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area over the more popular 
summer months, but relax it to four nights over winter months. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): A no-return period rule could have a seasonal 
peak/off-peak period.  That is, keep a two-week period over the more popular summer months, but relax it to one-week 
over winter months 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#543 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? The number of prohibited areas in the schedule should be drastically 
increased rather than saying freedom campers can go anywhere except to a very, very small number of prohibited or 
restricted areas. In the proposed form of bylaw virtually the whole of Auckland’s streets and car parks etc are open to 
freedom campers which is far too wide. It is far more logical for campers to know what areas are allowed and it makes 
enforcement so much easier too. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Stringent policing with strong deterrents 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): It should not be limited to the same road but rather the 
same suburb or area. The maximum stay time and leaving time are acceptable but only in the designated allowable 
areas not over the entire city otherwise campers will “street hop” in the same area just moving from street to street close 
by or just around the corner. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Yes as above proposed bylaw is flawed. Rather than permitting everywhere except a very small number of permitted and 
restricted areas it should be turned around and provide it is not permitted except in a very small number of permitted or 
restricted areas 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Proposed bylaw is worse than the last proposed bylaw as it’s far too wide now. It will lead to freedom campers being able 
to camp basically anywhere all over Auckland for as long as they like in any suburb or area by street hopping and be 
almost impossible to enforce because it is such a big area to enforce. By restricting it to a much smaller number of 
permitted or restricted areas there won’t be as many wide scale problems such as noise and anti social behaviour as the 
areas will be more contained making enforcement easier. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will this be enforced? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Unfortunately a few have spoiled this for the majority of abiders, by despoiling the allocated areas. So stricter application 
is required. We have freedom campers parking in our tennis club carpark and using the bush as a toilet- we are fed up 
tidying up and being compromised by asking them to move on- council do not respond to our concerns! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don't like the self contained rule because I ride a motorcycle and freedom camp with a hammock. I use public restroom 
facilities. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Not everyone uses a car to go freedom camping, this, therefore, restricts excludes and discriminates against bicycles, 
motorcycles and te araroa trail walkers from being able to freedom camp by not being self-contained. The other changes 
are acceptable. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? The answer is that you will not - because it will be impossible to police/monitor. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Supporting this rule means supporting the whole 
proposal; which is so deeply flawed it is unbelievable the Council ever considered it. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 7am 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Again, support these questions and support the whole. 
A badly designed question. Also again, who monitors this? 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

So AT wants to stop residents parking on streets, but wants to allow freedom campers to do this. 

Is anyone there looking at consistency? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

How come the Birkenhead area isn't in your list? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Self containment should only be mandatory at 
places where public facilities are not available 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom campers should be able to stay up to 3 nights 
so that a weekend stay (Fri, Sat & Sun nights) is possible. This also means for late afternoon arrivals, the freedom 
camper would have 2 full days to explore the area before having to move on the next 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week elsewhere before returning 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Messages need to be clear and adequately signposted 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Presuming the prohibited and restricted areas identified in this bylaw will be indicated by signposts, I think all other areas 
for which freedom camping is prohibited (and restricted?) already protected under another enactment also needs 
signposts. Alternately only signpost areas where freedom camping is permitted. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How will council enforce / properly check self-containment? How many officers will be employed/are there to regularly 
monitor sites where people stay to ensure they are USING the onboard toilet and not the bushes? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It's not good to let freedom campers park on a suburban street or a school parking lot.  

I live beside Little Shoal Bay and there are regularly people who live there in their vans/cars. This is a safety and 
sanitation issue, so it is good there is now a law regarding two nights. Currently I see no enforcement persuading the 
people there to leave. It is thus unsafe for my daughter to walk past them on her own to school. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): To protect the environment from irresponsible freedom campers. There are certainly 
more responsible freedom campers than irresponsible and it is upsetting when the few spoil it for the majority. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Totally agree with part 4 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: The area should be split half and half between boaties and 
campervanners. 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a beautiful spot and we 
have loved staying here over the years. It is currently spoiled by permanents who have taken over. We won't go 
any more - they make us feel threatened plus they hog all the best spots. Bring in the Rules, please! And 
enforced them!!! For the sake of responsible freedom campers 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):The self containment rules require old fashioned 
vehicle design and stifle innovation - they are based on old fashioned narrow minded stereotypes of what a self 
contained vehicle should be. I support the need for a limit, but the people creating these limits are too narrow minded and 
ignore may responsilbe but different vehicle formats. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I understand the problem and self containment rules are a good idea, but please not those old fashioned rules theyre 
trying to implement - these (NZMCA derived) rules were never designed with the rigour required for this kind of limitation. 
They suit the NZMCA and their typical formats, but not everyone. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Of course freedom campers need access to toilet facilities, however there is a large 
community of four wheel drive enthusiasts who love camping, and typically a toilet is the only element missing from a 
well-equipped camping setup. This prevents the vehicles being certified as self-contained. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Only supporting people to enjoy the outdoors, where it seems opportunities in Auckland are getting fewer, and 
restrictions are getting tighter. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#872 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#872 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#873 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed on residential streets. If the city wishes to support such camping, it should 
designate camping grounds for this purpose. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Safety for staff at Sports sites used from 5.30 to 22.00 when arriving and departing 
and also using the centres facilities when they are open 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Most overseas countries forbid freedom camping, especially Europe, why is it allowed in NZ. These people are not 
supporting local cafes and business other than supermarkets to buy provisions 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): While I accept there should be rules making them too draconian or complicated is 
against the spirit of it being council ownied ie public land tht we pay rates to use etc.  I see no issues with any public 
council owned carparks or reserves being availble for single night overnight stays from say 4pm to 9 am for self 
contained vechicles. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 



#1185 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to submit my feedback for Beach Haven Road, Beach Haven.  The road narrows at the end of Beach Haven 
Road leading down to the wharf and there is no carpark or turning area.  Many cars already park on the LHS and cause 
congestion.  Pedestrians and cyclists frequently use this road to access the beach and catch the ferry.  There is also a 
public toilet building and bus stop.  Freedom camping vehicles will cause further congestion to this area and having to 
reverse and turn around in a limited space poses a threat to public safety.  This is a recreational area, many people 
gather down here, some with small children and dogs.  I have already witnessed many "almost" accidents.  I don't 
believe there is enough space for freedom camping in this area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Allow NO freedom camping as freedom campers do not respect the 
environment and leave the place with rubbish and worse behind.  Not a safe environment for our children to have 
campers outside on the street. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Where is the prohibited area for BEACH HAVEN and BEACH HAVEN WHARF?  Why has this not been protected?  I am 
disgusted that this has been left of these submissions and propose that BEACH HAVEN and BEACH HAVEN WHARF 
become prohibited areas for freedom camping.  This is degrade our neighbourhood, make our environment dirty and our 
community for our children unsafe! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Generosity Coffee 

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? No freedom camping in NZ - our campgrounds are ample and amazing and 
able to manage the needs of the campers 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 7am  when everyone is up and on the roads looking 
for parks and buying coffee 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 2 month period 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

again - i do not support freedom camping it is a nuisance and increases crime in urban areas also leaves it open to 
abuse of those just sleeping rough not genuinely freedom camping, and in rural areas in unhygienic and puts the 
environment at risk 

our campgrounds are plentiful and well resourced. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I believe it is incredibly blinkered of the 
council to generalise where freedom campers may stop. This proposed rule will be open to constant abuse and cause 
many issues, particularly on residential streets, industrial estates and parks. Freedom camping areas MUST be properly 
identified and policed, no other options. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Don't have them at all. Definitely do not allow them to park on just any public 
street. I do not want to wake up and find somebody hanging out their laundry or shaving their face in front of my house. 
They should be restricted to specific areas, and that does not include residential areas, nor should it include areas like 
the bottom of Colonial Rd, Birkenhead, which is already a problem for litter and dubious characters hanging out there, 
making it feel unsafe to go for a bush walk. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Good question - how are these rules to be policed?  Is it up to residents to move them on or 
notify authorities? Just shrink the number of available places so much that they're forced to stay in campgrounds, where 
they should be anyway. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I cannot believe that there are no prohibited or restricted areas in Kaipatiki or Otahuhu. This smacks strongly of a bias 
toward keeping freedom campers out of higher income areas and is frankly a disgusting attempt to dump freedom 
campers on our doorsteps.  We. Do.Not.Want.Them. Please go back and have a good look at restricting campers to a 
very few carparks, such as those at Little Shoal Bay if we have to have them, with some amenities. Despite the self-
contained rule, people would still rather toilet someplace other than where they sleep. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping will encourage more people to sleep in vehicles without toilet 
amenities.  Already we see in Northcote Point evidence of freedom campers with vans that are not equipped with proper 
toilet facilities defecating in public areas around Northcote Wharf, camping on reserve land and dumping rubbish. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Vehicles should have full toilet and shower 
facilities.  Currently, a vehicle may be registered as self-contained by having a porta-potty, which invariably is never 
used. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The vandalism, defecation and dumping of rubbish from freedom campers is already 
apparent in Northcote Point.  It is irresponsible that Aucckland Council encourages freedom camping that means 
commuters need to sidestep camping debris and toilet waste walking on the streets and getting access to the Wharf.  
Freedom campers are not paying rates, and this policy encourages anti-social behaviour when groups of individuals 
gather to spend time freedom camping by taking over a road area or reserve for partying. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom campers should move at 7am.  Invariably 
they have camping debris including bbq's and washing lines strung out on reserves that inhibit local residents from going 
about their day to day business. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): In summary, I don't support freedom camping because 
there is no safety or protection for local residents.  Most freedom campers that I see are in small vans without proper 
facilities. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Very disappointed that Auckland Council has not considered the impact of this proposal on rate payers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Why are there no restricted areas in Northcote Point?  How will Auckland Council police the area for anti-social 
behaviour, rubbish dumping, defecation and vandalism? See attachment for more info 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Restrict freedom campers to camp sites 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? How would this ever be be policed? The proposed law says all vehicles must be self 
contained but note that every proposed area has public toilets so the expectation is that non-complying vehicles would 
park there. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Parking near the Beach Haven wharf will 
impact ferry commuters - these car parks are needed well before 9am. Again, how would compliance be policed? We will 
see homeless people sleeping in their cars and the potential problems that could bring to neighbourhoods. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They are not well thought through and should never be passed. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 



#1313 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 1. 9am is too late in the morning if the parking area 
is one regularly used by commuters.  Alternatives: move the vacation time to 7.30pm in these areas OR ban Freedom 
Camping from areas used by commuters.  In our local area examples would be adjacent to 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rules are irrelevant if there is no enforcement.  The Proposal is silent about what resources will be applied to 
enforcement. In the Freedom Camping proposal of 2019, Council deflected questions on this with statements that 
enforcement is not the responsibility of a Freedom Camping Bylaw and that they have a Bylaw Enforcement team to 
manage this.  Unfortunalty Council complaint response times are inadequate as they are mismatched to the General 
Rules proposed for what is a very transient group of travellers. It is disingenuous for Council not to be upfront within a 
Proposal on the addition resource requirement and budget any new Bylaw would require.  I would like to understand how 
Council proposes to enforce any new Bylaw before it is introduced.  This matter is not answered by the “graduated” 
approach outlined in the Proposal.  Without adequate funding for enforcement the new Bylaw is at risk of failure and 
causing widespread resentment from the community. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

'1.  I fully support the proposed ban on freedom camping in Reserves. 

2.  I do not think the roadside is an appropriate place to allow freedom camping from either a safety perspective or for the 
loss of amenity value it will cause ratepayers.  Roadside camping in any urban environment does not seem a sensible 
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practice for Council to endorse with possible legal/moral ramifications from a safety perspective.  Campers parked 
outside a house that has a "lovely view" which the camper wants to take advantage of will put them into direct conflict 
with local residents and ratepayers.  Council should prioritise ratepayer amenity value rather than that of a freedom 
camper.   

3. Therre is little consistancy in the prohibited/restricted ares eg certain areas near wharfs have been designated but 
others have not (eg Nothcote/Birkenhead wharfs) and some town centres have protection and others do not. 

4.  There should be a "one strike and you are out" rule for those found infringing any Rule. 

5.  By allowing freedom campers free access throughout the City (other than identified areas) does not minimise the 
"impact".  The same level of "impact" will be felt it will just be in smaller individual amounts but felt by many residents.  
This type of "impact" will be much easier for Council to sweep under the carpet.  

I do not believe that the Proposal is fit for purpose as certain provisions in it are counter to: 

- The Freedom Camping Act that recognises that some areas may not be suitable for any Freedom Camping and 

- One of Councils objectives is to provide "more suitable areas where the impacts will be low and can be managed"  

Quiet suburban roadsides and busy roads are not “suitable” from both a safety and ratepayer amenity value perspective.  
In addition the Rules proposed need a detailed and funded enforcement plan which is sorely lacking in the Proposal. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): A blanket ban is enforceable as demonstrated in Nelson. Therefore freedom campers 
should go to camping grounds or designated sports-hub facilities where they can pay a minimal charge for access to 
toilets and rubbish facilities. Ratepayers should not be required to subsidise these lifestyle choice of these so called 
"freedom campers". 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Please provide your enforcement plans before 
passing any by-laws as this si a nonsense otherwise. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Please provide your enforcement plans before passing 
any by-laws as this si a nonsense otherwise. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Please provide your enforcement plans before 
passing any by-laws as this si a nonsense otherwise. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Please provide your enforcement plans before passing 
any by-laws as this si a nonsense otherwise. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please explain  your enforcement plans before passing any by-laws as this is a nonsense otherwise. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers.  
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules will be ineffectual and also 
unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Birkenhead Residents Association 

Your local board: Kaipātiki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):The rule relating to self-contained vehicles is 
appropriate. However “self-contained” brings to mind nice “Maui” type vans. Unfortunalty the “Juicy” van can also get 
“selfcontained certification” as they have a loo under the seat/bed. It should be noted that rental rebates were given if the 
seal on the loo was unbroken when returned. This is not in the spirit of what Council is defining as self-contained and 
encourages toilet habits that are not conducive to Councils aims. Note: Juicy is no longer operating however a similar 
business will undoubtedly open up as tourism returns to NZ. Council needs to force an improvement to the self-contained 
certification process if their objectives are to be met.At the time of writing, the Government has indicated that some rules 
surrounding Freedom Camping are under revision including definitions around self-contained toilet requirements and 
penalties. We urge Council to ensure that these revisions are understood and reflected in the new Bylaw. We are 
concerned with the following statement within the proposal “sites suitable for non-self-contained freedom camping may 
be developed in future however, and if so, the bylaw schedules can be amended to reflect this”. The Proposal is silent on 
how this process would be implemented. We request information on this process and strongly recommend that any area 
considered be subject to public consultation prior to it being opened to non-self-contained vehicles. Rules are irrelevant if 
there is no enforcement. The Proposal is silent about what resources will be applied to enforcement. In the Freedom 
Camping proposal of 2019, Council deflected questions on this with statements that enforcement is not the responsibility 
of a Freedom Camping Bylaw and that they have a Bylaw Enforcement team to manage this. Unfortunalty Council 
complaint response times are inadequate for what is a very transient group of travellers. It is disingenuous for Council not 
to be upfront within a Proposal on the addition resource requirement and budget any new Bylaw would require. We 
would like to understand how Council proposes to enforce any new Bylaw before it is introduced. This matter is not 
answered by the “graduated” approach outlined in the Proposal. Without adequate funding for enforcement the new 
Bylaw is at risk of failure and causing widespread resentment from the community. Regarding penalties we recommend 
that if a Freedom Camper has been found to break any of the rules then they 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 9am is too late in the morning if the parking area is 
one regularly used by commuters.Alternatives: move the vacation time to 8am OR ban Freedom Camping from areas 
used 

by commuters. In our local area examples would be adjacent to Birkenhead and Northcote 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

“enabling freedom camping to happen in more suitable areas where the impacts will be low and can be managed”: Not 
met - A roadside is not a “suitable area” in relation to traffic accident risk or loss of 
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amenity to ratepayers. Not met – “The impacts will below”, in reality the same amount of negative “impact”will be felt from 
this Proposal. The difference is it will be spread through the City in smaller individual amounts and be far less easily 
managed eg rubbish bags left in many different places, a toilet “deposit” behind a tree or a ratepayers wall. Cynically one 
could say that one ratepayer complaining about a camper outside his house is easier for Council to ignore rather than 
manage. Not met – “can be managed” requires resources to manage and enforce. No resources have been allocated. 
The Proposal states that “most breaches of the bylaw will be low risk”. Individual cases may be deemed as “low risk” 
however to individual ratepayers trying to get a timely response to a breach, it will be immensely frustrating. “setting 
stricter rules in specific areas where they are required (because the areas are known or likely to be desirable to freedom 
campers, and their protection is justified under the Freedom Camping Act 2011 to protect the area, public health and 
safety, or access to the area)”. Not met - “stricter rules” and “protection” only work if they can be policed effectively. 
There is no discussion in the Proposal on how this will be done or the additional Budget allocated. “having general rules 
for all other areas that: a. “are simple and regionally consistent” Not met - the area noted at Queens Parade Devonport 
has parking restriction but is a 

Prohibited Area yet the area approaching Northcote Point Warf is not noted as either Prohibited or Restricted and yet has 
no parking restrictions.“protect Auckland’s environment and public health, by ensuring that all campers have access to a 
toilet, drinking water and suitable places to cook and wash” Not met - the self-contained certification that the Bylaw relies 
on is flawed. It is illogical that Council would draft a Bylaw that relies on flawed regulations. Not met – to “protect” 
requires appropriate response times and resources. Council has neither the systems nor resources to support this 
objective. Flawed objective – we do not believe that providing such facilities in an urban environment is either appropriate 
or that the community be expected to support such an objective. “protect access for everyone to shared amenities and 
parking.” Not met – A Freedom Camper parked outside a ratepayers house blocking their view/taking up the car parking 
will not feel that the Freedom Camper (non-ratepayer) should have access to this particular “shared amenities and 
parking”. Not met - Commuters looking for a park near a ferry terminal finding some taken by Freedom Campers will not 
feel that the Freedom Camper (non-ratepayer) should have access to this particular “shared amenities and parking”. Met 
- Reserves not open for Freedom Camping. In summary – the proposed by-law does not meet Auckland Council’s stated 
objectives. And neither does it add value for the ratepayers and community that Auckland Council is paid to represent. 
Alternatives Council is required by the Freedom Camping Act to “considered other ways to manage the problem, other 
than through a bylaw”. The following are alternatives to the Proposal which Council could consider:The existing campsite 
industry is set up to service and manage campers of all varieties. Weurge Council to consider partnering with the industry 
for them to provide service to the Freedom Camping community. In this way Freedom Campers get a properly managed 
camping experience with no local resident backlash and the Campsite industry gets a much needed shot in the arm. The 
current 11 sites open to Freedom Camping could be expanded upon. These areas would contain the harm that Freedom 
Camping can cause rather than spreading it throughout the city. Investigate the use of “micro-sites”. These would be for 
a handful of parks at various locations across the city. Examples could be in town/village centre car parks and by 
encouraging organisations such as clubs/RSA’s to allocate a few parks and direct a small revenue stream into their 
facilities. See attachment for more info 
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Submission of the Birkenhead Residents Association on 
Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 

3 December 2021 

The Birkenhead Residents Association (BRA) is proud to represent the community of Birkenhead in 
the Kaipatiki Local Board area.  

This submission relates to the proposed Freedom Camping areas within Birkenhead and also 
provides general feedback on the Bylaw. 

We do not support the proposed Bylaw in its current form. 

We request the opportunity to give verbal feedback to the Panel. 

The proposal reflects a significant change in community outcomes and environmental risk. Further, 
the lack of clarity on local compliance and enforcement of both certified and non-certified vehicles 
will lead to widespread failure and resentment from the community.  The rules are insufficient and 
not appropriate in an urban environment where community access to local leisure resources is 
already under pressure.    

The following feedback covers: 

In regard to General Rules proposed: ..................................................................................................... 1 

In regard to Prohibited, Restricted and Reserves rules: ......................................................................... 2 

Does the Proposal meet Councils intended purpose/objectives? .......................................................... 3 

Alternatives ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

In regard to General Rules proposed: 

In principle we support having General Rules as noted in the Proposal BUT with the following 
comments and amendments: 

1. 9am is too late in the morning if the parking area is one regularly used by commuters.
Alternatives: move the vacation time to 8am OR ban Freedom Camping from areas used
by commuters.  In our local area examples would be adjacent to Birkenhead and
Northcote wharfs.

2. The rule relating to self-contained vehicles is appropriate.  However “self-contained”
brings to mind nice “Maui” type vans.  Unfortunalty the “Juicy” van can also get “self-
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contained certification” as they have a loo under the seat/bed.  It should be noted that 
rental rebates were given if the seal on the loo was unbroken when returned.  This is not 
in the spirit of what Council is defining as self-contained and encourages toilet habits 
that are not conducive to Councils aims.  Note: Juicy is no longer operating however a 
similar business will undoubtedly open up as tourism returns to NZ.  Council needs to 
force an improvement to the self-contained certification process if their objectives are 
to be met.   

3. At the time of writing, the Government has indicated that some rules surrounding 
Freedom Camping are under revision including definitions around self-contained toilet 
requirements and penalties.  We urge Council to ensure that these revisions are 
understood and reflected in the new Bylaw. 

4. We are concerned with the following statement within the proposal “sites suitable for 
non-self-contained freedom camping may be developed in future however, and if so, the 
bylaw schedules can be amended to reflect this”.  The Proposal is silent on how this 
process would be implemented.  We request information on this process and strongly 
recommend that any area considered be subject to public consultation prior to it being 
opened to non-self-contained vehicles.   

5. Rules are irrelevant if there is no enforcement.  The Proposal is silent about what 
resources will be applied to enforcement. In the Freedom Camping proposal of 2019, 
Council deflected questions on this with statements that enforcement is not the 
responsibility of a Freedom Camping Bylaw and that they have a Bylaw Enforcement 
team to manage this.  Unfortunalty Council complaint response times are inadequate for 
what is a very transient group of travellers. It is disingenuous for Council not to be 
upfront within a Proposal on the addition resource requirement and budget any new 
Bylaw would require.  We would like to understand how Council proposes to enforce 
any new Bylaw before it is introduced.  This matter is not answered by the “graduated” 
approach outlined in the Proposal.  Without adequate funding for enforcement the new 
Bylaw is at risk of failure and causing widespread resentment from the community. 

6. Regarding penalties we recommend that if a Freedom Camper has been found to break 
any of the rules then they should be prohibited from Freedom Camping within the City 
for 4 (?) weeks. 

 

In regard to Prohibited, Restricted and Reserves rules: 
 

In principle we support having restricted areas BUT with the following comments and 
amendments: 
 

1. We strongly support prohibiting Freedom Camping from all Reserves but are very 
concerned with the statement “except where it has been specifically considered and 
approved”.   The Proposal is silent on how this process would be implemented.  We 
request information on this process and strongly recommend that any Reserve under 
consideration to be opened up for Freedom Camping be subject to prior public 
consultation.   

2. We do not see any consistency in the 45 Prohibited or 22 Restricted areas.  For example 
only certain Civic Centres, Wharf and Town Centre areas are designated.  Why are all 
areas like this not so protected?  For example; the areas near Birkenhead and Northcote 
wharfs are not noted nor is Birkenhead or Northcote shopping centres. 

3. We note there are NO protected areas in Kaipatiki.  We strongly support protecting the 
areas listed by the Kaipatiki Local Board and the submission they have made.  
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4. One of the consequences of the Proposal is to allow Freedom Camping on the roadside. 
We strongly request that Freedom Camping be prohibited from all roadside areas: 

a. We DO NOT consider the roadside is an appropriate place to allow Freedom 
Camping.  Safety of campers and road users must be a priority. The Proposal 
needs to address this.  If Freedom Camping is allowed on the roadside then 
enforcement is paramount but without additional resources this cannot be 
effectively managed. 

b. Whilst there are some lovely roadsides for Freedom Camping (Paratai Drive, 
Waimana Ave etc) we doubt the home owner who has one or two Freedom 
Campers outside their home would agree.  The Proposal does not protect 
ratepayers from the loss of amenity value from this consequence of the 
Proposal; the loss of a view, their rubbish bin used and perhaps a hedgerow 
used as a toilet. Good sites will get to be known (social media/apps targeting 
Freedom Camping for instance) and will be an ongoing problem.  There is a 
degree of “pack” mentality within some Freedom Camping circles.  

c. The Freedom Camping Act recognises that some areas may not be suitable for 
any Freedom Camping (Proposal page 6).  Quiet suburban roadsides and busy 
roads are not “suitable” and could be seen as counter to the Act.   

 

Does the Proposal meet Councils intended purpose/objectives? 
Assessment of whether the proposal meets Council Objectives (Proposal page 9): 
 
1. “enabling freedom camping to happen in more suitable areas where the impacts will be low and 

can be managed”: 
a. Not met - A roadside is not a “suitable area” in relation to traffic accident risk or loss of 

amenity to ratepayers.   
b. Not met – “The impacts will below”, in reality the same amount of negative “impact” 

will be felt from this Proposal.  The difference is it will be spread through the City in 
smaller individual amounts and be far less easily managed eg rubbish bags left in many 
different places, a toilet “deposit” behind a tree or a ratepayers wall.  Cynically one 
could say that one ratepayer complaining about a camper outside his house is easier for 
Council to ignore rather than manage. 

c. Not met – “can be managed” requires resources to manage and enforce.  No resources 
have been allocated. 

d. The Proposal states that “most breaches of the bylaw will be low risk”.  Individual cases 
may be deemed as “low risk” however to individual ratepayers trying to get a timely 
response to a breach, it will be immensely frustrating. 

2. “setting stricter rules in specific areas where they are required (because the areas are known or 
likely to be desirable to freedom campers, and their protection is justified under the Freedom 
Camping Act 2011 to protect the area, public health and safety, or access to the area)” 

a. Not met - “stricter rules” and “protection” only work if they can be policed effectively.  
There is no discussion in the Proposal on how this will be done or the additional Budget 
allocated.  

3. “having general rules for all other areas that: 
a. “are simple and regionally consistent”  

Not met - the area noted at Queens Parade Devonport has parking restriction but is a 
Prohibited Area yet the area approaching Northcote Point Warf is not noted as either 
Prohibited or Restricted and yet has no parking restrictions.  Why do certain civic/town 
centre areas get Prohibited zoning and others do not? 

#1503



Birkenhead Residents Association submission on proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw Page 4 of 4 
 

b. “protect Auckland’s environment and public health, by ensuring that all campers have 
access to a toilet, drinking water and suitable places to cook and wash” 
Not met - the self-contained certification that the Bylaw relies on is flawed.  It is 
illogical that Council would draft a Bylaw that relies on flawed regulations. 
Not met – to “protect” requires appropriate response times and resources.  Council has 
neither the systems nor resources to support this objective. 
Flawed objective – we do not believe that providing such facilities in an urban 
environment is either appropriate or that the community be expected to support such 
an objective.  

c. “protect access for everyone to shared amenities and parking.” 
Not met – A Freedom Camper parked outside a ratepayers house blocking their 
view/taking up the car parking will not feel that the Freedom Camper (non-ratepayer) 
should have access to this particular “shared amenities and parking”. 
Not met - Commuters looking for a park near a ferry terminal finding some taken by 
Freedom Campers will not feel that the Freedom Camper (non-ratepayer) should have 
access to this particular “shared amenities and parking”. 
Met - Reserves not open for Freedom Camping. 

 
In summary – the proposed by-law does not meet Auckland Council’s stated objectives. 
And neither does it add value for the ratepayers and community that Auckland Council is 
paid to represent. 

 
Alternatives 
Council is required by the Freedom Camping Act to “considered other ways to manage the problem, 
other than through a bylaw”.  The following are alternatives to the Proposal which Council could 
consider:  

a. The existing campsite industry is set up to service and manage campers of all varieties.    We 
urge Council to consider partnering with the industry for them to provide service to the 
Freedom Camping community.  In this way Freedom Campers get a properly managed 
camping experience with no local resident backlash and the Campsite industry gets a much 
needed shot in the arm. 

b. The current 11 sites open to Freedom Camping could be expanded upon.  These areas 
would contain the harm that Freedom Camping can cause rather than spreading it 
throughout the city. 

c. Investigate the use of “micro-sites”.  These would be for a handful of parks at various 
locations across the city.  Examples could be in town/village centre car parks and by 
encouraging organisations such as clubs/RSA’s to allocate a few parks and direct a small 
revenue stream into their facilities. 

 
 
Thank you. 
 
Contacts 
Birkenhead Residents Association 
Chair: Gillian Taylor, 0274 992 667 
Charles Willmer, 0279008686 
 
P.O. Box 340 374 Birkenhead Auckland 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): THE BASIC SOLUTION TO FREEDOM CAMPING ISSUES IS FLAWED,  

THE SOLUTION SHOULD BE PROVIDE BASIC TOILETS  & LARGE GENERAL WASTE CONTAINERS  AT PARKING 
LOCATIONS,,  & NOT TO INHIBIT PEOPLES FREEDOMS. NZ IS OBSESSED WITH RULES, !! 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? PROVIDE BASIC TOILET FACILITIES, & LARGE GENERAL WASTE BINS, 
AT PLACES OF INTEREST, ALLOW ONE OVERNIGHT PARK UP FOR REST & RECUPERATION  OF DRIVER,,, NZ 
seems to prefer restriction favoring one party to pragmatic solutions to what is called for by ALL partys 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): BASIC TOILET FACILITY'S  SHOULD BE PROVIDED & LARGE GENERAL WASTE 
BINS, AT SITES OF INTEREST!    SOLUTIONS SHOULD BE ON A WIN FOR ALL BASIS NOT FAVORING ONLY ONE 
PARTY!! 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): FIVE DAY NON RETURN RULE FACILITATE 
BETTER AS PEOPLE MAY BE PASSING THROUGH & ONLY REQUIRE A RECUPERATION STOP ON THEIR 
JOURNEY OF A WEEK OR LONG WEEKEND AWAY 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

NZ SEEMS TO HAVE A VERY NARROW CONSTRICTIVE  MINDSET TO PROBLEM SOLVING, 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#127 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle.Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): They shouldn’t be dominating or putting undue pressure on  facilities available for all 
public - bbqs, showers, toilets, tables etc  

 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Goes against the idea of freedom camping. Freedom 
camping should be permitted and dated within specific regions and capped to manage the overall number of freedom 
campers in an area at one time. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Camping shouldn’t be available in metro areas April - October. There is already too much congestion. Outside 
these times it makes sense. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Too congested 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No camping oct-March 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Only in specifically designated freedom camping areas 
not general road/street 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Why is it carte Blanche to freedom camp on our doorsteps apart from a small number of restricted sites.  It should be the 
other way around where Freedom camping should be restricted to designated non-residential  areas, as is in other parts 
of the country. Freedom camping brings mess noise and minimal economic contribution to Auckland. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Wilderness Motorhomes 

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am disappointed that there are no proposed prohibited and restricted areas in Māngere.   Especially as that is where 
many of the vehicles used for freedom camping are stored. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade should be a prohibited area (Mangere-Otahuhu Local Board) 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We live at Kiwi Esplanade, Mangere Bridge. We already have a problem with people staying overnight, for many days on 
end at times. Invariably they are not self contained vehicles. in the morning there is often a pile of used baby wipes, 
tissues, bottles, cans, takeaway wrappers, and all manner of other rubbish etc dumped on the side of the road- very 
gross. Even worse- as there is no toilet, " well I will leave that one to your imagination ! " There have been many 
instances of unruly drunken behaviour, despite an alcohol ban. NB: There is a legitimate place to park overnight at 
Ambury Park, just up the road.  

Our area is renowned for its peacefulness, quietness, bird sanctuary. It is used by many many families for walking, bike 
riding, picnics, skating, kicking a ball around, flying a kite, bird watching . We need to retain this character and ambience 
for the many families who enjoy it and who don't abuse it. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping on Kiwi Esplanade, Mangere Bridge should not be permitted. It poses a great risk to the endangered 
birdlife. There is a risk that toilets and grey water will get emptied into the Manukau Harbour. Overflowing rubbish bins 
will be a health hazard and there is a council camping ground at Ambury Farm, so there is no need to park on the side of 
the road. Please protect our area for the enjoyment of all the families who currently enjoy it, as well as all future families. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I expect that the departure rule is to allow non-
campers to have access to parking.  For that reason I would recommend that the departure time be different on 
weekends than on working days.  I suggest 11am on weekends and statutory holidays. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They seem valid and reasonable to me. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I suggest that an additional restricted area be added along Kiwi Esplanade in Mangere Bridge.  My suggestion is that 
freedom campers be required to leave at least one hundred metres between each vehicle parked along Kiwi Esplanade  
Otherwise I expect it will quickly become a heavily utilised freedom camping area, to the detriment of the migrating bird 
species and the local residents. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 



#1259 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules will only be effective if council allocates funding to monitor and enforce compliance.  Additional general 
rule should be no parking in front of houses of businesses 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade, Mangere Bridge - I submit that the length of Kiwi Esplanade, Mangere Bridge should be a designated 
prohibited area for freedom camping due to combination of  

1) High desirability 

2) High sensitivity 

High desirability is because it is a highly attractive harbourside location within 10 minutes of the campervan rental hubs 
near Auckland airport.  This means it has potential to be inundated with freedom camper vans. 

High sensitivity is because 

a) It borders an environmentally sensitive reserve  area with precious and unique native birdlife.  The Manukau 
Harbour  is home to mud flats with unique wading birds. The rubbish bins along Kiwi Esplanade are already overflowing 
during summer and high numbers of freedom campers would compound this, negatively impacting the environment. 

b) The likely high numbers of freedom campers choosing  to use this street would compromise the health and 
safety of other users of this public space, with litter, disposal of toilet and other waste into the harbour rather than using 
dump stations. The public toilets are for all users of Kiwi Esplanade reserve but could become a hygiene hazard with 
high numbers of camper vans.  (Even though technically self contained, most campervaners use public toilets as don’t 
want to empty on-board toilets) 
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c) High numbers of freedom campers would displace other users of the reserve as would limit parking and access 
along the road 

There is the Council owned campsite at Ambury Farm at the end of Kiwi Esplanade where campervans can stay at very 
low cost.   

Kiwi Esplanade reserve is a jewel of South Auckland and need to be protected for all public to enjoy and for unique 
birdlife to thrive. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed 
by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed 
by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripIt is not 
necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I  concerned that there are no restrictions on freedoms camping in my local board area 
Mangere. With our proximity to the airport hub I am concerned that freedom camping could fill up areas such as dairy pl 
Oteorangi road Ihumatao including Stonefields the esplanade Mangere Bridge Memorial Hall/Playcentre car park 
Mangere Bridge Bridge Boating and Yachting club car parks Mangere Bridge and there are probably more. These 
facilities are well used by residents clogging up the parking and streets with camper vans limits residents access too and 
enjoyment of these areas. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): As stated I do not support this by law as it does not 
address concerns in my local board area 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 7am prior to rush hour 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I do not support permitting free camping on suburban 
streets and sensitive areas 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think this is a very poor by law as it puts the rights of the freedom camper over local residents 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  



#1266 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I 
don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  



#1266 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I 
don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There is no budget or additional funding for compliance monitoring so a longer period 
of non return is reasonable and will make non compliance more apparent. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am concerned that there are no areas in Mangere-Otahuhu that have been prohibited or controlled. 

I am specifically concerned that allowing Freedom camping along Kiwi Esplanade Manukau Harbour foreshore will 
negatively impact the bird sanctuary / nesting grounds and impede resident views of the habour.    

We already have large groups of day visitors to the foreshore reserve. I am concerned that unrestricted and unpoliced 
freedom camping in the road reserve will severely impact the amenity of the area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 



#1390 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don't believe the self containment rule is enough. Many vehicles have managed to get self containment certification with 
non plumbed toilets and they are very unlikely to actually use them. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It 
would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I believe all of Kiwi Esplanade in Mangere Bridge should be a prohibited area mainly  due to the proximity of the bird 
refuges but also because it is a narrow , heavily used road and freedom campers would cause congestion.  Existing 
problems with rubbish being left on Kiwi Esplanade would be exacerbated. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Where do self contained vehicles empty their holdings?  suburbs are not set up for this. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? We should prohibit freedom camping from the whole of Auckland. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Freedom camping should be totally prohibited 
even if vehicles are self contained, because a) camper don't use their own toilet facilities as they don't want to or don't 
know where to dispose of their sewerage, and b) there are no places for freedom campers to dispose of their sewerage, 
so it risks being dumped in the sea/estuary/rivers. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom camping should be prohibited completely, 
because even if there is 1 night rule, campers will just move their vehicle down the road 50m or so and then they can 
stay a 2nd night, and move another 50m and stay a 3rd night.  Freedom campers will not u 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom camping should be prohibited completely, 
because even if there is a 9am set departure rule,  campers will just move their vehicle down the road 50m or so and 
then they can stay a 2nd night, and move another 50m and stay a 3rd night.  Freedom campe 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Freedom camping should be prohibited completely, 
because even if their is  a 'no return' rule of 2 weeks or 4 weeks, who is going to police this, and anyway campers will 
just move their vehicle down the road 50m or so and then they can stay a 2nd night, and another 50m and stay a 3rd 
night.  Freedom campers should be banned because campers will not use their own self contained toilets and will 
dispose of their sewerage into the sea, rivers or estuaries.  They will dispose of their trash into public rubbish bins.  They 
will cause noise and pressure on the natural environment such as nesting birds.  All of us NZ citizen must pay council 
rates in order to live here, in order to fund public facilities and infrastructure.  Similarly, freedom campers should also  
have to pay for their own and public facilities. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to police the general rules?  Taxpayers and council rate payers will end up paying to police the general 
rules through rates/tax increases, whilst free-loading freedom campers get everything for free.   Freedom camping must 
be banned totally in New Zealand.    There is no logic that supports freedom camping.    Freedom camping does not 
attract high value domestic or international visitors.   Freedom camping only attracts backpackers and those that can't 
afford a house or to pay rent. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to request that several areas around MANGERE BRIDGE are added to the prohibited list for Freedom 
Camping, including: 

• Kiwi Esplanade (east to west) 

• the roads surrounding Ambury Farm 

• The roads surrounding Maunuga Mangere (Mangere Mountain and Domain) 
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• The northern end of Coronation Road and Waterfront Road 

1. Disruption to bird roosting areas: The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory 
birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits.   They use the pahoehoe lava along 
the Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas.  It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover 
from or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

2. Risk to delicate mangroves right along the foreshore of Manukau Harbour:  The trash and sewerage from self 
contained toilets, or freedom campers just pooing in the bushes, would risk the delicate mangrove ecosystem.   Even 
already today, there have also been many observed instances of people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their 
toileting cassettes straight into the Manukau Harbour.  

3. Increased litter: Rubbish dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve.  After a sunny weekend, 
bins are overflowing already.  We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped 
by people using these areas.  People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans 
that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped.  Litter would increase dramatically 
if these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and there is also a health and safety risk to the public 
that enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

4. Noise problems: In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board 
has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour.  Freedom camping would add probability of re-igniting this. 

5. Risks shutting out local families from the area:  The local reserves, pedestrian bridge, fishing areas and Ambury 
farm should be places for local families and people to enjoy, without the congestion and lack of parking driven by 
volumes of campervans and freedom campers.   

6. There is no supporting infrastructure from campers to dump their trash, empty their toilets or dispose of grey 
water.  Risk that it gets dumped into the delicate natural environment of Manukau Harbour.   

7. Loss of views/view shafts:  Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping 
vehicles for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

8. Increased Pressure on all resources that public use.  Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of 
the public of South Auckland for recreation.  It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Mangere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.   
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Friends of the Farm 

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - We are writing in our capacity as Co-Chairs of Friends of the Farm, 
Ambury Regional Farm Park, Māngere Bridge. We are also both long-time residents of Māngere Bridge. lives on 
Kiwi Esplanade and lives on Ambury Road in a Council property as she is also a Farm Ranger at Ambury Farm. 

Friends of the Farm is a group of passionate and hardworking community volunteers that has been operating for ten 
years in support of a vision of a Caring, Connected, Wastewise Community. Most of our work is environmentally 
focussed and we encourage local residents and other groups to join us in our efforts to look after our beautiful natural 
environment in Māngere Bridge. Our wastewise work has been funded through an ongoing contract with Auckland 
Council’s Waste Solutions Team for many years. We have received recognition for our voluntary efforts from the 
Māngere- Ōtahuhu Local Board, who have also more recently funded the development of a community newsletter that 
we now produce four times per year. We host countless working bees, have created a community orchard, run family fun 
events (such as school holiday programmes or community picnics), act as a community voice on issues affecting our 
community, run Living Locally information evenings for new and existing residents, will soon launch a community 
calendar of events, and lead many more activities. See our website: https://aboutmangerebridge.nz/ and Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsoftheFarmMangereBridge/ 

We are writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MĀNGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping, which raises the following concerns: 
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• Disruption to bird roosting areas (Kiwi Esplanade): We are most concerned about the impact of freedom 
camping on migratory bird roosting areas along Kiwi Esplanade. Our area is known internationally as a destination for 
migratory birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Our migratory birds 
rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end 
of the Esplanade where it joins the Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade 
to roost. During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their 
long journeys. Many residents are already aware of these roosting areas and are very respectful towards our birdlife. But 
some visitors are not and run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and making 
them take flight. We are already planning to take further action to work with Council to create better signage along Kiwi 
Esplanade to educate the public using this area for recreation. But long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the 
health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers. 

• Improper use of Ambury Farm facilities (Ambury Road/Kiwi Esplanade): Freedom Campers already use these 
areas – at times for extended periods - and do so using vehicles (cars and vans and tents) that are not self-contained. 
They use the ablutions block at the Farm without permission or payment. The Farm has locked gates overnight but can 
be accessed by foot. The ablutions blocks are open at night for users of the Ambury Farm campground.  

• High traffic areas around the Maunga, halls and clubs: These locations/facilities carry a lot of traffic and host 
numerous recreational and sporting activities mainly for local residents but also visitors. It is an area known for a history 
of undesirable behaviour and those problems continue to flare up. There are no public toilet facilities in that area.  

• Increased litter (all named areas): We already routinely host pop-up rubbish collection working bees to deal with 
rubbish dropped by people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight 
in cars or vans that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. We are concerned 
litter could increase. Rubbish bins are scare (in an attempt to encourage people to take their litter home with them). 

• Noise problems (all named areas): In the past there have been significant noise problems in these areas . Along 
the Esplanade especially our Local Board has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge 
Residents and Ratepayers, and Council Officers to deal with disruptive behaviour that caused major stress to and sleep 
deprivation of residents. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time. 

• Retaining views/view shafts (all named areas): Some residents are concerned their views of the harbour, 
mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. There are many surprising view shafts in Māngere 
Bridge given the contour of the land. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable 
consideration. 

• Increased use and pressure (all named areas) – More local residents and whānau from neighbouring 
communities are using Kiwi Esplanade, Ambury Farm and the Maunga for recreation (due to prolonged pandemic 
lockdowns and increasing housing density, here and in neighbouring communities). It is a pleasure to see families enjoy 
our beautiful place. There is work to be done however to prevent littering and keep noise levels at reasonable levels, and 
ensure appropriate behaviour around birdlife and other users. We think there is enough pressure on these named high 
traffic areas for parking without adding more pressure from overnight freedom camping vehicles.  

• Compliance and Policing (all named areas): We understand there is no additional funding planned for 
compliance and policing of the new bylaws, which will put the burden on locals and inevitably the Local Board to address. 

A wholesale right to freedom camping in Māngere Bridge (even within limits) makes no sense when Ambury Regional 
Farm Park has an affordable, accessible, well-run camping site that can accommodate self-contained camping vans and 
provides facilities for others. This camp ground is well away from local residents and does not cause disruption to 
anyone. Farm Rangers ensure compliance and campground rules keep everyone safe. We ought to be encouraging 
proper use of this locally approved campground and its facilities, but also ensure these facilities are not exploited, which 
inevitably creates more work for Ambury Farm Rangers. 

Finally we wish to raise a concern about the consultation process. This process is happening at a time when everyone is 
exhausted from an extended period of lockdown due to COVID and many people are unaware of a pending bylaw 
change. Ordinarily on an issue of this importance – which has significant environmental and social impacts – we would 
actively engage with our Residents and Ratepayers Group, alert the community through our networks and community 
newsletter, have a public meeting and seek signatures to a submission. But we are presenting this submission on the 
day the consultation process ends without having had the opportunity to lead such engagement work. For that reason we 
ask especially that the matters raised above are taken into serious consideration because as long-time residents and 
active community volunteers we strongly believe the matters raised here would gain broad support in our community if 
people were aware of the consultation and the issue. 

We understand that feedback will now be analysed and a summary made available to the public on the ‘Have your Say’ 
webpage following the consultation period. All feedback will be considered by a Bylaw Panel at a public meeting in April 
2022. The Bylaw Panel will use the feedback to make recommendations on the proposal to the Governing Body in May 
2022. We hope you will keep us informed of other opportunities to address this issues. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am writing to provide feedback regarding the proposed Freedom 
Camping Bylaw and specifically to prohibition on Freedom Camping along the full length of Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury 
Road. 

Due to their proximity to Auckland airport and the camping van pick up and drop off hubs, combined with the 
attractiveness of harbourside and Regional Farm, these roads require protection from inundation of freedom camper 
vans. They would be very likely to become a renowned destination freedom camping site. Should they be permitted there 
will be detrimental impacts on the sensitive environment and the enjoyment and health of the public who use the reserve 
and the farm. 

My concerns are: 

• Disruption to bird roosting areas : The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory 
birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits. They use the pahoehoe lava along the 
Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas. It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover from 
or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

• Increased litter: Rubbish dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve. After a sunny weekend, 
bins are overflowing already. We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped 
by people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans 
that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. There have also been many 
observed instances of these people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their toileting cassettes straight into the 
Manukau Harbour. Litter would increase dramatically if these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and 
there is also a health and safety risk to the public that enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

• Noise problems : In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board 
has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour. Freedom camping would add probabilty of re-igniting this. 

• Loss of views/view shafts: Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping 
vehicles for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 
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• Increased Pressure on all resources that public use. Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of 
the public of South Auckland for recreation. It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Mangere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.  

It is ridiculous to allow Freedom Camping along Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Road when there is a Council run campsite 
at Ambury Farm Park. This camping ground is affordable, accessible and has appropriate facilities and rules to ensure 
there is no environmental impact and no disruption to the public enjoyment of the area.  

While I appreciate there would be general rules in place to minimise long stays and semi permanent residency by 
freedom campers, if there is no additional money for ensuring policing and compliance by Auckland Council, it will fall to 
the local residents and the Local Board to address those who do not stay by the rules.  

I am most concerned that one of the most environmentally sensitive, beautiful and much enjoyed areas of South 
Auckland will be detrimentally impacted unless it is prohibited to freedom campers and they are encouraged to use the 
Council owned campsite and Ambury Farm instead. So much has been done by both the Council and the Local Board 
over the 2 decades to enhance the Manukau Harbour, Kiwi Esplanade Reserve and Ambury Farm, it would be 
devastating to see it undone due to lack of foresight regarding the full impact of permitting freedom campers to save a 
few dollars rather than using the campsite so close by. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am writing to express my disquiet about the impact of freedom 
camping on Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge and our local area.  

The intent to allow freedom camping almost everywhere in the city, with no restriction in my local board is disappointing. 
allowing freedom camping will reduce the income of accommodations providers and the council itself. the council has 
complained that it lost revenue during Covif - yet they are denying the many camping grounds run by the council the 
opportunity to make up this lost revenue, as people can stay free. Accommodation providers and camping ground 
operators who pay council rates are having the opportunity gain revenue reduced by this thoughtless action on behalf of 
council.  

in addition, you are asking for feedback during a period when the population of the city is exhausted by the current Coivd 
lockdown - and givng people a very short time to respond. Anybody would think this process is designed to allow you to 
push through this measure without attracting attention, it is not a democratic way to do this.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns:  

• Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird 
roosting areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including 
South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of 
the Kiwi Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it 
joins the Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost. During roosting 
season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long journeys. Some 
visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and making them take 
flight. Long-term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it is vital that this 
area be excluded from Freedom Campers. 

• Increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans 
that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. 
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• Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems 
in these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time. 

• Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The 
consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

• Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation 
(especially due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking 
without adding more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  

• Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the 
new bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t 
mean freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure. 

Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection.  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1556 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1556 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi 
Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively 
used by our walking group.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns:  

- Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird roosting 
areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including South Island 
pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi 
Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it joins the 
Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost.  

- During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long 
journeys. Some visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and 
making them take flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it 
is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers.  

I- increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans that are 
not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped.  

- Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems in 
these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time.  

- Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The consultation 
document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration.  

- Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation (especially 
due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking without adding 
more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  
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- Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the new 
bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t mean 
freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure.  

- Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Māngere-Ōtāhuhu 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1557 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - My concerns regarding this issue surround the Mangere Bridge area. I 
am writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MĀNGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

Impacts in the areas include: 

• Disruption to the bird roosting on the waterfront – we value this roosting area and we often see visitors running 
thorough the roosting birds. 

• Littering  

• Increased traffic 

• Noise 

• Interruption of the view shafts to Mangere Maunga 

We have a fantastic camping ground at Ambury Farm which is reasonably priced and accessible. The campground is 
well-run and can accommodate self-contained camping vans and provides facilities for others. It in fact provides are 
much better experience for campers. Farm Rangers ensure compliance and campground rules keep everyone safe. We 
ought to be encouraging proper use of this locally approved campground and its facilities, but also ensure these facilities 
are not exploited, which inevitably creates more work for Ambury Farm Rangers. 
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This consultation period is closing today and we are disappointed that our submission is only just squeaking in due to 
community communication, not council communication as far as I can see. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could 
mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it 
much more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 



#184 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#365 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#429 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There also needs to be info on where the campervan can be parked during the day, so they can continue to see the local 
area and spend money on local activities etc 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Some of us, like myself, have invested a 
significant sum of money in a vehicle with proper on-board ablution facilities, while some have cobbled together a basic 
car-type vehicle with a portaloo stuck under a piece of fabric. Unfortunately we are all subject to the same rules around 
self-containment when there should really be a 2-tiered system. My vehicle, for example, is certified to store grey/black 
waste on board from 6 persons for 5 days at a time. I have personally been parked up next to certified self-contained 
cars and have witnessed the occupants using the bushes to relieve themselves. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I support the maximum stay rule in principle, but would 
make a few changes. I propose a 2 (or even 3) night stay for all self-contained vehicles with a proper fitted chemical toilet 
housed in a separate enclosure with a door. Vehicles with portaloos or to 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Fully self-contained vehicles with a proper fitted 
chemical toilet housed in a separate enclosure with a door should be able to return to the same place after a week. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I strongly feel that a 2-tiered self-containment certification program will sort out most of the problems and make the 
general rules more equitable as there are 2 clear tiers of self-contained vehicles. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Penalties are excessive and, like the bed tax, it may come back to haunt Council if ever a class action case is taken. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Manurewa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 12.00 noon is a reasonable time for changeover 
allowing campers to experience the area until what is a reasonable time. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Council continually say they do not have the resources to manage the Auckland park system to the standard desired by 
ratepayers yet want to add more required man hours with this law. Once the Council can successfully manage what they 
currently have control over then perhaps it would be time for further workloads 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#1121 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 12pm 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 



#1121 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#97 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have a modern self contained motor-home myself, but I don't see freedom camping around Auckland as a good 
proposition due to the lack of suitable areas. The population is now too dense and sadly it's often the local rate payers 
who are disadvantaged by uncaring freedom campers who often can't be controlled. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#119 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same placeNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require 
campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#145 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 



#285 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain): Why cannot they go into proper caravan parks that someone is trying to make a living 
from. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#301 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Two nights assume a motorhome is at maximum 
capacity of people and has no reserve water / wastewater.  

While in the 22 designated allowed places, if a camper arrives in the afternoon they only see the place for 1 full day. 
Assuming they have waste capaci 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Generally few customers/clients arrive before 10am. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): For the 22 designated areas I would support a the no 
return rule. 

In non designated spaces, for instance on the road outside a relatives house, not being able to return for 2 weeks is very 
restrictive. As an NZMCA member, many motorhomes I know have fewer people than the maximum and some also have 
additional tanks. My motorhome has solar panels and I can live very easily for 4 days without having to find a dump 
station. Forcing them to move every second day then causes unnecessary use of diesel. I anticipate helping children 
after additions to their families. I would say a maximum of 4 nights for general on street parking would reduce 
unnecessary travel, as there is no particular desirability in the area other than proximity to relatives what is the point/need 
for the no return rule? NZMCA paks have a maximum of 10 nights per month - perhaps that could be applied at roadside 
parks. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In other centres, NZMCA members can park in club car parks for a small fee ($5 eg). Not many Auckland clubs seem to 
do this. 

YMCA car park in Ellerslie would make a great place to overnight but is this possible? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please allow overnighting in more clubs and parks such as YMCA car parks -  for a small fee. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 0 nights. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? danger to our club  if people would be in 
staying overnight in our carpark.  around club members and childreb 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

we would prefer designated allowed areas are nominated and all others banned 

thjis will allow better management and control 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):'Certified self contained' is an NZMCA club rule 
develpoed by the club itself, for the clubs private caravan parks - it is not applicable to freedom camping, and has no 
legal status. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#465 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 



#465 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Even though vehicular are certified self 
contained, they never get used because they stink out the van. They go to the toilet in the Bush. There should be a total 
ban on freedom camping for this reason 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be a total ban on freedom camping 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Just ban freedom camping. It costs the ratepayer money for no benefit 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Agree with all these rules :) 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke has limited 
infrastructure & already gets very busy in peak season & the environment needs to be protected. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke has limited 
infrastructure & already gets very busy in peak season & the environment needs to be protected.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke has limited 
infrastructure & already gets very busy in peak season & the environment needs to be protected. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke has limited 
infrastructure & already gets very busy in peak season & the environment needs to be protected. 

 

 

 

 

 



#491 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If the camping area has toilet and bath facilities then the self containment rule should 
not be there. I am ok with other conditions. Hence it may end up being unfair to some campers. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If the facility has a toilet and bath and rubbish disposal - why need the self contained 
certification. No change of it being a public space. People can be fined if they dont treat the place with respect 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#509 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): In our experience the people who leave rubbish etc at sites we visit are usually day 
tripping touriosts or locals. People legitimately camping are mostly very clean and tidy. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Check self contained - and then leave them alone. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Look at the group that causes the issues. 
Usually not legitimate freedom campers. Easy to victimise but wont make any difference to the litter and waste issues 
caused by others. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Usually not the problem 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days would be wiser - as some enforcement agents 
consider 2 days is one night - i.e. arrive in the afternoon and must be gone by the next day. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Allowing a more relaxed leaving time would allow for more site cleaning before 
moving on, especially in winter when the sun rises later. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Allowing a more relaxed leaving time would allow for more site cleaning before 
moving on, especially in winter when the sun rises later. 

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Sometimes it makes more sense to return to a place you feel safer etc on the return journey. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Where are the statistics for any of these sites causing issues and have they been investigated as to whether its day 
trippers or freedom campers? Our experience (being fully self contained) is that most of the mess is caused either by 
locals, or lazy day trippers. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 
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Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights, 5 nights+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? Anywhere 
they do not interfere with the commercial operation of the Marina and wharf 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 
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Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites.  
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Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 
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Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thin end of the wedge - start 
restricting and before long there will zero freedom camping sites. The 0900 leave time is too early to ensure a 
proper cleanup and check. 

 

 

 

 



#525 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): freedom campers should be able to stay for a longer 
period in the same road or off-road parking area to be able to enjoy the area, especially for children. 5 nights would be a 
fairer number 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I support another no-return period rule of 1 week. 2 is 
too long 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Waikaraka Park/Captain Springs Road is not listed as a prohibited space. 

Thare area is not safe. 

Already has persons dumping rubbish. 

No amenities available. 

Secluded with hidden access from the seafront walkway. 

Area subject to vandalism. 

ALready has vagrants frequenting /sleeping at the park. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? No Freedom camping in general areas. 

Restrict to open spaces on main thoroughfairs. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? We lock the gates. 

Who else will be supervising/checking/on who is there? 
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How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Damage to our facility,   

breakins,  

Insuraance cost increases. 

rubbish cleanup 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): REgardless of self containment, it will only be undertaken by the honest ones. 

If the need to empty selfcontained units, it will be done in the carpark as they leave. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Who is going to police only one nights stay. and what time. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There may be other activities planned that require the parking spaces. 

 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Not in favour in Auckland. 

Waikaraka Park and Captian Springs road is not considered a safe place.. 

Clash with members vehicles during eveniong training sessions, weekend games etc that start approx 8 am with persons 
arriving from 7.am 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No Freedom camping at the carparks at Waikaraka Park 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Like Waikaraka Park the area 
is secluded and is not open. 

Waikaraka Park to also be prohibited. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a 
stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 12pm 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 12pm 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Waikaraka Park already has problems with 
homeless, facilities breakin's, dumping of stolen vehicles and rubbish. Allowing freedom camping in a public reserve area 
will only escalate problems at the reserve. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 



#606 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As a frequent user of Waikaraka Park this area should be included as having Freedom camping banned due to an 
already presents of homeless and having facilities breakins at the sports clubs there. It worries me as freedom campers 
could also be targeted. 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Main Public access area so 
shouldn't have freedom campers 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Defund AT 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 



#670 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Not allowing freedom camping in residential streets, it is not appropriate 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There is no need for freedom campers to be 'staying put' on Auckland streets. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): There should be more rules and regulations. Most of yours are insufficient to protect 
our neighbourhoods from people using ‘freedom camping’ as a way to live in their cars. Who will be policing this? With an 
already stretched police force people will park up and stay two weeks, move next door and then return two weeks later. 
This is NOT an answer to your housing crisis. Freedom campers do not contribute to our economy, how can you even be 
considering this following our months of lockdown. It’s disgraceful. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As above, all of the rules are too simple and ‘soft’ 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Scrap this whole idea. Aucklanders are going to be so angry about this. Crime will increase, pollution. People living 
outside our houses. Big stray dogs. It’s a ridiculous notion- support the economy, don’t allow people to camp out for free 
everywhere! Why don’t you set up proper camping grounds in several areas with a small charge and appropriate 
resources for toileting etc. 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why are there not more 
prohibited sites? Cornwall park, the streets surrounding the public parks etc. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Public facilities in NZ are below acceptable standard. If all major towns and cities had 
well documented toilet facilities, issues which annoy residents would not continue. The irony is that in many places where 
facilities do exist, they are locked overnight.  

 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rather than penalising all freedom campers with blanket bans, ablutions facilities should be upgraded nationwide, with 
outdoor surveillance cameras to prevent  vandalism etc and heavy fines for breaking the rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As NZMCA points out, $800 fines are excessive for those who inadvertently stay overnight near reserves. Many freedom 
campers have low incomes and $200 serves as a more than adequate deterrent. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

$800 fine seems excessive, except perhaps for repeat offenders 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom  Camping rules  will require some type of oversight/enforcement, with the woeful oversight/enforcement of 
normal vehicle parking,how do you propose to ensure compliance.  If special/extra staff are required,to ensure 
compliance,why aren't there people  enforcing our current parking laws 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I do not believe in camping for free. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not believe in camping for free. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): There should be no right of return 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Onehunga Cricket Association 

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 



#1431 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): This approach is even more idiotic that the first attempt. It does not properly assess 
the realities of parts of the city and will create a situation where people unfamiliar with Auckland will camp in dangerous 
areas unaware of the risks they are taking. 

The bylam needs to be done properly and identify all areas where freedom camping is unsafe or ill advised. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Prolonged stays in unsafe areas will only place the occupants in increased risk of 
being subject to crime 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Many of the locations likely to be used will be car parks that usually serve sports clubs. 
There is already inadequate parking at most clubs and the presence of extra vehicles further restricting access to sports 
facilities will only cause conflicts 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There is no realistic probability that effective enforcement can be done given the wide scope of the Bylaw allowing free 
for all parking across the region. 

There must be the inclusion of the ability in future to gazette permanent exclusion of areas where freedom camping 
becomes a problem or is identified as being unsafe. 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are multiple other sites in 
the Maungakiekie area where Freedom camping must be prevented on the grounds of being unsafe and 
environmentally compromised. 

The Captain Springs Road car park at Waikaraka Park is a perfect example. 

It is an isolated area hidden from all traffic or passers by. Making it very dangerous for anyone staying overnight.  

There are multiple access points and escape routes for anyone engaged ion criminal purposes. 

Cell phone coverage is poor and can 'drop out' increasing the vulnerability of anyone in the park over night. 

The Onehunga Combined Sports Trust building has been victim of vandalism , the most recent incident occurring 
within recent months. 

The Waikaraka Speedway has been a constant victim of theft and vandalism, in most cases the perpetrators 
gaining access to the Speedway from the direction of the Captain Springs Road car park. 
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There are no public ablutions facilities. The belief that you can prevent non-self-contained vehicles is ridiculous, 
as no one is going to be policing somewhere as isolated as the Captain Springs Road car park. There will be 
human waste in a carpark used by large numbers of families during weekends. 

Three is no refuse collection in the Captain Springs Road car park. The car park, which is already poorly 
maintained will be used as a dumping zone. 

There is already a serious problem with 'fly-tipping' on the waste land south of the Captain Springs Road car 
park. Including incidents of toxic waste being dumped. The primary access to this land is via the car park and 
leaving the car park open at night will not only endanger freedom campers, but create a 'free for all' on the waste 
land and turn it into a toxic mess preventing it from ever being developed into sports grounds. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I support the proposed rules the Council is proposing - well done! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Nuts. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): The Onehunga Combined Sports Trust 

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 



#1492 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The Onehunga Combined Sports Trust is deeply concerned by this bylaw. It has not 
been properly considered. Just as the first attempt for a bylaw was rushed and ill considered, this version is equally 
poorly thought out. 

Before preparing this bylaw there should have been a proper audit of possible freedom camping areas where camping 
will be allowed. With particular reference to the risks that potential sites may pose. As this bylaw stands there will be 
areas where freedom camping will be officially allowed, but which will be potentially dangerous for the campers. 

Most of the people likely to be freedom camping will be from outside Auckland and New Zealand, they will not have local 
knowledge of potential risks in some areas. Allowing them to camp in these areas will create a false sense of security, 
based on the assumption if the Council allows a location for freedom camping it must therefore be safe. Failing to assess 
potential risks to campers across the region is short-sighted. 

Additionally the wide scope of areas allowed make it virtually impossible to police breaches of the rules by freedom 
campers. 

 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Targeted zones, with proper safety management 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Targeted zones, with proper safety management 
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How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The environmental impact of waste from 
freedom campers in areas where there are no public ablutions or proper refuse facilities and collection will negatively 
impact local residents. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
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longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Sports parks a likely to be popular sites. There is already a woeful shortage of parking for 
sports grounds. Adding to that shortage by allopwing freedom campers to take parking spaces from park users will only 
cause conflict. 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Only allowing for temporary variations is short-sighted. The bylaw must include the power to permanently add locations 
that are identified as risky or problematic for local residents to the prohibited sites. 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The Onehunga Combined 
Sports Trust protests the absence of the Trust’s carpark off Captain Springs Road from the prohibited list.  

This car park is not safe or suitable for freedom camping. Its location far from any major thoroughfare and being 
so far out of sight means anyone staying there overnight will be particularly vulnerable. A vulnerability that can 
only be exacerbated by the poor cell phone coverage in the area and the fact that there is no video coverage of 
the area. 

During the recent lockdown the Trust building was targeted and subjected to substantial vandalism. The 
Waikaraka Speedway is also frequently targeted for theft and vandalism. There is already a significant level of 
crime in the area. Plus the car park’s isolation means it is rarely patrolled. Allowing freedom camping will place 
campers at unnecessary risk. 

Allowing freedom camping in this car park clearly breaches all the principles of CPTED (Crime Prevention 
through Environmental Design) and will put visitors to Auckland at an unacceptable level of risk. There is the real 
risk that freedom campers will make the mistake of assuming because it is legal to camp in the car park, then it is 
also safe. It is not.  
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Allowing freedom camping in this area will also be environmentally damaging. 

We also doubt the requirement for self-contained vehicles only can be enforced which will raise the prospect of a 
car park that is primarily used by families becoming unsanitary and unhealthy .  

The only possible ablutions facilities are in the Trust building. These are locked at night. This raises the real 
prospect that families using the park on Saturdays and Sundays will be presented with the sight of human waste. 

If we are forced to keep our ablutions facilities open overnight for possible freedom camping the Trust building 
will be made significantly more vulnerable. We would be forced to disconnect our alarm system, making the risk 
of vandalism of the building greater.  

The Trust would have no other choice but to bill the Auckland Council for the costs of cleaning these facilities and 
hiring security to protect the building. 

The refuse collection facilities in the park are also woefully inadequate and were freedom camping to be allowed 
the car park will become a festering dump which the Trust will be forced to clean simply for the safety of park 
users. The Trust does not have the resources for this and again will have no option but to charge the Council for 
cleaning the area. 

Finally illegal waste dumping, including toxic waste, on the land south of the car park is already a problem and 
only kept in check by locking the car park at night. The only access to this waste ground is via the car park. If it 
became known the car park was accessible at night it would only embolden those who already target the area for 
illegal dumping. Plus adding a further risk to freedom campers as potential witnesses to this dumping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Maungakiekie-Tāmaki 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I would like to voice my concern that freedom camping should not be 
allowed close to residential areas in Maungakiekie and Mangere Bridge. 

Places like Cornwall Park, One Tree Hill Domain, and Jellicoe Park near the swimming pools are well used by local 
people who want quiet walks and enjoyment of the facilities and their own properties, without the noise, traffic hassles 
and rubbish that is often left by freedom campers. We do not want them to empty their on-board toilets in the area either. 
( It would be more suitable to allow them to use the Ellerslie racecourse parking area.)  

I am especially concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere 
Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively used by our walking group.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns:  

- Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird roosting 
areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including South Island 
pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi 
Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it joins the 
Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost.  

- During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long 
journeys. Some visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and 
making them take flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it 
is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers.  

I- increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans that are 
not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped.  

- Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems in 
these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time.  
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- Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The consultation 
document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration.  

- Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation (especially 
due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking without adding 
more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  

- Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the new 
bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t mean 
freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure.  

- Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? You should not allow any camping close to schools eg Margret griffen park. 
There are young primary kids walking to school who walk through the park. All you need is some kid to be dragged into a 
van. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 7am departure 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Do not allow any camping close by schools 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#125 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):I support that if you are staying in an area that 
does not have public facilities then you must be self contained (but not necessarily certified). If a public facility is 
available within 100m of where you are parked then no need to be self contained. There are people that are homeless 
and living in their cars/vans and should be entitled to use public facilities 24/7 without prejudice. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Maximum stay would have to be related to the specific 
area. If it was a high usage area then 2 nights would be fine. However, if the area was not likely to interfere with local 
traffic or daytime use, then it could be comfortably be extended to 3-4 days. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): All of the above 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Residential areas should be a 2 week no return, but 
commercial areas one week. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

My major concern is with the potential to discriminate against people who have not the means to afford a vehicle that can 
be suitably made self contained. I support public facilities/toilets being open 24/7 for the use of all the public at all times 
regardless of whether they are camping or driving through town. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#180 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping close to public facilities (with non self contained vehicles) should 
be acceptable. Bring in harsh fines/penalties for people who leave rubbish, waste, disturbance,  etc 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t 
afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Don't restrict a kiwi way of life for everyone, because a few can't follow the rules. Bring in harse penalties for those 
breaking current rules. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Browns Bay beach area has been occupied for weeks at a time by a group of approximately 20 people with multiple 
tents.  People who regularly walk their dogs have to stop them eating the bones that they throw onto the beach.  I also 
dought that they are walking the 500 metres to the toilets during the night, especially the children.  It's not safe and last 
summer the beaches had restricted swimming due to human excrement.   I think Browns Bay beach should have 
restricted camping and should exclude people camping in tents. 
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#386 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The roads are already 
crowded and tight for passers by, cyclists and with parking. The area already has parking issues, just no need to 
make it worse. This area needs less traffic - not more. Parking bays have recently been removed. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I do not support freedom camping in any form. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Ban any form of freedom camping 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Parking and restricting access along side 
roads for one. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I do not support freedom camping at all 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping at all 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): No freedom camping at all 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed at all in residential suburbs. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Full time leaving in self contained vehicle is reality of many people. To make their 
leaving easier, I suggest max of 5 days of stay, leaving until lunchtime 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Better education, more rubbish bins 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 5 days 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Until lunchtime 
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):all vehicles should be self contained and added 
to this ,all aspects of the stay should be contained within the vehicle and no washing and hanging of clothes outside of 
van.Exception being a BBQ ,if allowed under fire season. Cooking should not be with boot up and standing on ground. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I support 09.00 departure time but question the right 
to be in the area for the rest of the day..Are you going to stop a vehicle for legally being in the area ,just as a car .moor 
bike for day time activities.? 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): we have been able to stay in other parts of NZ , when 
my sister was dying and similarly when we visited my other sister. So some flexibility is needed and some delegated 
authority to authorize. In case of Auckland City ,it is too big to have one person ,so perhaps board chair person. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am disabled and also belong to number of motor home groups and speak for my self and not those clubs/organizations. 

If you are proposing marking out spaces for parking ,make sure they are large enough to park Motor homes and not 
regular car spaces. Vehicles can be 2500 mm wide plus mirrors can go to nearly 3000mm . they can be around 12000 
mm in length , some times height may need to be considered ,if trees are around so height is around 4300mm...please 
note this is not how it is described in traffic regulations.  Being disable ,need spaces for us guys, not only for overnight 
parking but daily living.My disability includes resting every 60 minutes and sleeping each afternoon. 

Some other consideration around prohibited parking in reserves. Is it normal for all of us to know ,which area is a reserve 
or not ....so consideration would need to sign post all reserves that they in fact a reserve and overnight camping is 
prohibited. 

Another consideration for action would be to prohibit washing of dishes and clothing in any council controlled toilet 
block... I don't like these little vans washing dishes in a tub on ground beside their van and then tipping water onto 
ground,nor to see them washing dishes inside in hand basin of toilet blocks. 

I am aware of some face book pages having been set up to oppose any freedom camping in Auckland telling the 
members how to vote ,so you should be wary of bulk respnse. Waiheke Island:  

I don't necessarily agree with 2 days on Island and then have to ferry off, as only way to dump. 
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We as motor home are fully certified for 10 people ,so gives us great capacity, especially as most times is just the 2 of 
us.  

• Fresh water tanks: 4 L per person per day (12 L per person minimum); eg. 24 litres is required for 2 people for 3 
days & 48 litres is required for 4 people for 3 days; 

• A sink: (via a smell trap/water trap connected to a water tight sealed waste water tank; 

• Grey/black waste water tank: 4 L per person per day (12 L per person minimum, vented and monitored if 
capacity is less than the fresh water tank); 

• Evacuation hose: (3 m for fitted tanks) or long enough to connect to a sealed portable tank; 

• Sealable refuse container (rubbish bin with a lid). 

• Toilet (portable or fixed): Minimum capacity 1 L per person per day (3 L net holding tank capacity per person 
minimum); 

We have 34 litre toilet tanks so could gives us 17 days on Island for 2 people , along with 205 litres grey water and 350 Lt 
of fresh water. 

We also have fitted (many motor homes do as well) a SOG system that allows the toilet to operate with out need for 
chemicals, thus allowing us to use septic tanks for disposal. 

So would suggest a longer limit on self contained motor homes that have SOG system( there maybe other companies 
with same results) fitted and they can demonstrate capacity for 7 days minimum. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? It is inappropriate to allow freedom camping 
in areas not designed for camping, especially in residential streets and near children's playgrounds. Freedom camping 
can cause environmental damage (litter and effluent discharge), social issues ( drunkenness, etc) and safety concerns. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#865 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Spaceships Rentals 

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 nights 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to 
enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? To be fair freedom camping in Piha would be to much at the 
momment as piha has been over crowed on the weekends. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1125 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? See comments on general rules below 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Where 24/7 public toilets are available (which is 
often possible) self Containment is unnecessarily restrictive 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Align with SCC capacity - 3 days. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 9am is unnecessarily restrictive when relocation to 
one's next campsite is perhaps only a couple of hours drive. A separate general rule for overnight parking in business 
areas would be more appropriate. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? GENERAL COMMENT 
APPLYING TO MANY OF THE LISTED AREAS: Too restrictive, fails to help utilise public facilities and 
infrastructure provided at many of these sites, requires campers to move on too fast, and unnecessarily early in 
the day. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the 
norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Federated Farmers 

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please refer to our Submission for full detail 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please Refer to our submission , see attachment for more info 
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Submission to Auckland Council on the Proposed new freedom camping in vehicles bylaw.  

 

OUR SUBMISSION  

1. Federated Farmers welcomes the opportunity to submit to Auckland Council on the Proposed 

Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw. 

2. Freedom Camping is one of the hot topics that directly impact rural communities in Auckland. 

Our  rural  communities  see  thousands  of  campers  parking  up  on  roadsides  and  reserves 

around their properties. This has naturally let up during covid for the mean time. 

3. Federated Farmers of New Zealand is a primary sector organisation that represents farmers, 

and other rural businesses. Federated Farmers has a long and proud history of representing 

the needs and interests of New Zealand farmers. 

4. The Federation aims to add value to  its members’ businesses. Our key strategic outcomes 

include  the need  for New Zealand  to provide an economic and social environment within 

which:  

(1) Our  members  may  operate  their  businesses  in  a  fair  and  flexible  commercial 

environment; 

(2) Our members’ families and their staff have access to services essential to the needs 

of the rural community; and  

(3) Our members adopt responsible management and environmental practices. 

5. Some of our members  share boundaries with, or  live near,  freedom camping  sites, while 

many others have issues with freedom campers directly impacting or entering their private 

land. They report experiencing, among other things:  

 Human‐waste, soiled toilet paper, and rubbish near their yards, houses, driveways, or in 

roadside paddocks. 

 Fires being lit despite fire bans. 

 Unregistered dogs, dogs straying and worrying stock/wildlife and possibly carrying sheep 

measles. 

 People cutting access paths through sand dunes or across private farmland, including at 

sensitive times of the year such as lambing or fawning.  

 Vehicles blocking gates or interfering with stock movement. 

 Noise and anti‐social behaviour. 

 Trespass issues. 

 Semi‐permanent structures in use indicating long‐term camping. 

 

6. There  are  discussions  going  on  at  both  national  and  regional  levels  about  the  future  of 

tourism in New Zealand and what sustainable tourism means. We have arguably reached a 

time when user pays principles must apply to freedom camping so that we can better protect 

our environment, especially the treasured coastal areas managed by council.  
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7. We wish  to express our  support  for  the  governments proposed  increase  in  infringement 

capability to $1000 as of 30th November 2021. This will need to be included in the bylaw. 

8. The main concern that comes from our rural members  is with regards to the  lack of rural 

monitoring and enforcement  in our  rural  communities. Our members were disheartened 

reading councils’ approach to enforcement and believe this should not be left to discretion 

of staff.  

9. Freedom campers need to be held to account, like driving a car on New Zealand roads, you 

have an obligation to comply with speed limits. As soon as discretion is added we believe that 

behaviour change is minimised. This is particularly important when tourism reopens as rental 

agencies can then inform people there will be fines if they breach the bylaw. 

10. We  also  feel  like  the matrix  for  compliance  needs  changing.  By  renting  or  purchasing  a 

camper you have every opportunity to research and know your obligations. Council is doing 

a  good  job  in  creating  reasonable  and workable  rules which  every  freedom  camper  can 

interpret. In relation to rental agencies, it  is our understanding that the Freedom Camping 

Act 2011 allows for rental services to pay/accept the fine on behalf of the renter. 

11. Freedom camping  tourists are usually budget constrained and  therefore spend  less when 

visiting Auckland. It can be viewed that the community  is paying via rates for the freedom 

campers stay.  

Relief Sought  

 Increase monitoring of  freedom  camping hotspots  in  rural  areas particularly during peak 

times of the year.  

 Establish a more stringent enforcement program.  

Questions 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited 

or restricted? 

12. Federated Farmers does support the use of general rules for freedom camping in areas not 

prohibited and restricted under the bylaw. We support this as Council’s proposal is simple, 

and workable and clear to educate freedom campers. 

13. Education will be an important factor in the success of the general rules which is why simple 

and workable  rules will  benefit  council when  educating  local  and  international  freedom 

campers. 

Do you want to provide feedback on any of the proposed general rules? 

14. Federated  Farmers  supports  the  proposed  general  rule  1  to  be  certified  self‐contained 

Option C. We are particularly pleased to hear the recent changes to the certification process 

requiring toilets to be non‐portable.  

15. Federated Farmers supports general rule two Option C setting a two‐night stay rule. 

16. Proposed general rule three  is reasonable for Option C for a 9am departure time on their 

final day permitted at the site. 

17. Proposed rule four Option B to have a two week stand down is appropriate for this bylaw. 

Council does however need  to  consider  the wording of  the  rule  to ensure  that  freedom 
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campers cannot drive to the next road along and camp which is what has been occurring in 

areas such as Gisborne and Taranaki. Technically a camper can camp for several weeks in one 

community so long as they move roads. 

18. There are concerns around all rural New Zealand that setting limits and vehicle restrictions 

will just push campers further away from town where rules are monitored to rural areas. The 

two‐night stay rule needs to be appropriately monitored and enforced. Council may need to 

investigate ways  in which monitoring  can  be  improved with  better  reporting  tools  and 

potentially self‐reporting freedom camping intensions sent in by campers. 

Do you want to provide feedback on any of the designated Prohibited or Restricted areas we’ve 

proposed?  

19. Council  should be  consulting with neighbouring  landowners who will potentially have an 

influx of additional freedom campers as certain hotspots for visitors become prohibited.  

20. As a member driven organisation representing all of rural Auckland we have recommended 

our members should address localised issues with council themselves.  

Ends 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

<p>My partner and I have freedom camped in many places in NZ, including Auckland, for many years. We have loved 
the unique locations where we have been fortunate to stay, particularly those on the coast with water views. For 
example, Gulf Harbour.</p><p>Years ago, before Self Contained certificates were born we had some pretty old vans 
that did not have a toilet. </p><p>These days we have finally moved up to a modern van with all mod cons - hot shower 
as well as a toilet! </p><p>Yet, regardless of the age and facilities of our vans, neither of us have ever poo'd anywhere 
but in a toilet. We have never washed our dishes in a public toilets or any other unsuitable place. And we have never left 
our rubbish behind or on the side of the road. There are lots of campervanners just like us. Some living full time in their 
vans, some only weekenders, but mostly all responsible. Don't assume we are all irresponsible and that we don't care 
about our environment. Bring in some rules, the majority of us are OK about that. Just make sure the rules are enforced 
so we can all enjoy our country.</p><p><br></p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1494 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping has been an only option during lockdown. The council refused access to their camp sites stating that 
they have high safety standards so we need to find a private site that does not have the same standards. The council 
have completely neglected it's duty of care for a substantial number of well meaning peopling who have been locked in 
fields whilst the council cut all water supplies and refused access to facilities. We just paid a massive rates bill and then 
was made homeless in our campervan. Disgrace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1495 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

<p>I am tired of hearing stories about people finding poo etc in parks and blaming freedom campers.</p><p>Everybody 
has to do their business somewhere, and freedom campers become a convenient scape goat for what is a human 
need.</p><p>Freedom campers, such as ourselves are Auckland (also Waikato and BoP) rate payers - we are your 
people, we are not 'others', we deserve to use your facilities and not be shunned and locked out of using them. The way 
some freedom campers have been treated in Auckland (by the council) over lockdown has been aweful.</p><p>Shame 
on you Auckland City Council, every reserve and park in Auckland City with a carpark, should allow 2 or more properly 
self-contained vans. If you dont like the configuration of some vehicles, pass a bylaw on what you consider a properly 
configured self-contained vehicle.</p><p><br></p><p><br></p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As a resident of Matheson Bay, we participated in the trial for Auckland Council, which moved the camping to the 
grassed area accessed by Matheson Bay. The community saw this as a positive event. However, post the trial, freedom 
camping has become unfettered. On Anniversary Weekend, we have had up to 27 vans [and some tents] on the reserve 
[which by Rodney bylaws should hold 6 only].<p><br></p><p>Over all the time of freedom camping, the missing 
ingredient has been management by Council; now it has reached the stage that unfettered camping has lost the 
community support - unsustainable numbers; poor hygiene and personal waste disposal; abuse of the council facilities 
[eg washing up oily cooking items in the toilet/washroom area] and failure to abide by reserve regulations. Now the 
community has lost any wish to support freedom camping and are thrilled that the Reserves Act will allow Matheson Bay 
reserve to return to use for daytrippers, along with a promise by Rodney Local Board to have Compliance Officers to 
manage parking, water usage, jet skis, litter, behaviour etc. A great outcome.</p><p>Now our concern is that Rodney 
Local Board might still be able to override Auckland Council's Freedom Camping Act and legislate for specific local area 
freedom camping. </p><p>Also frustrating was that the Council Rangers worked 9-5, Monday to Friday - the worst times 
for Freedom camping Management are Friday evening to Sunday afternoon - and never a ranger available. Our local 
observations were that at no time did Council staff see the Matheson Bay van influx and the abuse of the reserve area - 
where locals have planted almost 4,000 native trees over three annual days, assisted with great support by the Council's 
Volunteer conservation officers.</p><p><br></p><p><br></p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

My wife and I have been motor homing in our nz made shelf contained camper van and members NZMCA for the last 15 
years , we are retired and love our trips away staying and meeting like wise people all over the country. It is sad to see 
council’s taking a hard line approach to this recreational activity, a big percentage are retired and responsible people out 
to enjoy the years left , you build recreation facilities <p>rugby ,football, league , netball ,swimming leisure Center’s for 
the younger age group’s at huge costs so why not provide adequate areas for this purpose and encourage responsibile 
use , a prime example of this is Hatfields beach where a large area near the toilet block which hardly gets used could be 
provided for camper vans and leave the beach frontage for day trippers , this is just a small example, let’s all enjoy our 
country together ..ⶡⶢⶣⶤⶥ</p><p><br></p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We are the licensors who operate the Muriwai Beach Campground which is located within the Muriwai Regional Park. 
We lease the buildings from Auckland Council and run the business as a commercial operation.<p><br></p> The 
campground can cater for up approximately 400 guests and is fully equipped with modern facilities. Freedom camping is 
not permitted within Muriwai Regional Park but based on our experience every week there are people freedom camping 
in the car park directly opposite the campground entrance.<p>The Rangers are not able to issue fines they can merely 
ask people to move on but their requests are often ignored. The rangers finish work at 4pm so are unaware when 
Freedom Campers arrive after this time </p><p>In summary we don't believe there is a need for designated Freedom 
camping areas within the Auckland Region as their is a high number of affordable options provided by Parks, Doc and 
commercial campgrounds.</p><p>As stated freedom camping is not permitted within Muriwai but as there is no 
enforcement of the rules it continues to occur and renders the Freedom camping bylaws 
ineffectual.</p><p>Regards</p><p>Cheryll Beatty & Denise Mackle</p><p>Licensors - Muriwai Beach 
Campground</p><p><br></p><p><br></p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

<p>Good afternoon</p><p>We live opposite the St Heliers Bowls Club and Vellenoweth Green. Freedom campers 
regularly use the car parks at night. Almost without exception, when they leave, there are wet wipes or toilet paper on the 
ground. This then get either blown onto our property or gets caught in the hedge surrounding the sporting facilities. I 
have phoned council to lodge a complaint, but never hear anything back. The situation has improved since the border 
was closed, but still occurs. The freedom campers often keep us awake with music playing, or keeping the engine 
running to heat the vehicle .Can you please prohibit freedom camping from this area? I'm sure that other parks will be 
experiencing similar problems. I realise that camper in the future will be required to have a permanent toilet. 
Unfortunately it doesn't mean that they get used as the occupants have to empty them. They find it much easier to do. 
their business in the car parks or in the park.</p><p>Thank  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We are permanent residents with young children. Last summer many spots we go to with our children early in the am 
(dogs have to be off beach by 10) were occupied by people sleeping in cars. It is a very jarring use of public recreational 
facilities and severely curtails enjoyment when beaches are clogged up with vehicles screened up windows and bodies. 
Kids ask questions about why people are in their cars at what is far into the morning for us and the whole scene with dirty 
dishes towels etc is deeply unpleasant. We have a campsite that’s fit for purpose and a wonderful spot. sleeping on 
beachfronts impedes access and enjoyment there is extremely limited parking on these beaches and this kind of 
camping in what is an urban area is not at all inline with the ideology of driving and parking up for a night It requires a 
ferry and is a destination not a stopover Cojncol does not police it and it creates all sorts of unpleasant tension 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Just been reading about this Freedom Camping bylaw - the survey gives no option to not allow it - WHY?  I don’t want 
freedom campers parked outside my home that I pay RATES for !! This is not fair 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We live in a beautiful Country with lots of things to see and do. For everyone excluding freedom Campers , places we 
stay overnight so we can visit these beautiful spots in NZ  need to be paid for. I don’t see why it should be any different 
for Campervans, Motorhomes etc. These spots have toilet blocks etc available for use for any members of the Public 
visiting these spots and these facilities need to be maintained and upgraded from time to time.  This costs money and is 
paid for by ratepayers. Therefore anyone using these facilities for some time and not just for a ‘one off’ time need to pay.  
We have travelled to various other Countries and there is always a charge  for entry into parks and to use toilet facilities.  
This money can go towards keeping these facilities in A1 condition which is necessary. People have spent a lot of money 
to either hire or buy theses modes of transport and need to then also pay to stay somewhere in them overnight .  
Overseas travellers need to pay a fee to stay somewhere in our Country while looking at our beautiful sights.  Most of 
these sights and walks in the parks, lakes etc are free for a start. We have many motor Camps around the Country that 
these vehicles can stay at and support.People come to NZ to see the sights and visit our Clean green Country which has 
a lot to offer.  They would be prepared and indeed expect to pay for this privilege so therefore this is the answer, ‘Pay 
your way’ like all other holiday makers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1509 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We are totally self contained and what we want to know is where we can park / stay overnight in Auckland?  We re law-
abiding citizens and want a stress free place to stay as we travel through Auckland.  

Please make finding the options easy. From what I have read above it appears very complicated. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1510 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am very disappointed by your survey - the questions we want answered is how can we as rate payers prohibit and 
restrict more areas from freedom campers.  It is astonishing that you would allow freedom campers to stay on mass in 
any residential street in Auckland.  Rather than highlighting  what areas are prohibited or restricted from freedom 
campers you should be specifying a limited number of areas freedom campers can safely stay in Auckland. We have 
seen the damage done by freedom campers in some of our most pristine environments - they bring very little financial 
gains to the Auckland region but leave a huge amount of rubbish and use of our amenities that rate payers pay for. I 
would only support this bylaw change if the rate payers were able to choose what areas in their region where freedom 
campers were allowed to stay not the other way round - just remember who you are serving - the residents of Auckland. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Our rights as property owners are under siege with this ridiculous proposal. Basically anyone will be able to park up 
where they like other than these very few restricted areas.  I already have idiots outside my house having sex, smoking 
bongs and dumping rubbish. Thanks for proposing  that this sort of behavior will encouraged. There is NO Way this 
should happen. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#1512 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Dear all, I do not support freedom camping at all, and think that all campers should camp in designated camp sites with 
ablution blocks 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I personally don't have a problem with freedom camping, most of the problem is day time picnicers , not all but some 
don't clean up after themselves. All the places we have stayed at have been clean and tidy 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Rules are required in built up areas to balance the 
needs of residents and campers 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): As a general rule althought I think there should be more regulated areas which 
overide that general rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Two weeks is to soon and doesn't give other campers a chance or residents to occupy a 
bearth 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 9am 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 weeks 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? at the 
northern or the middle of the beach only. Otherwise it will interfere with boaties using the boatramp and locals. It 
needs to be restricted as the beach is small and over crowded with vehicles, campers and boaties. 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be more restricted 
areas which limit the number of campers and designated areas including most beaches on the hibiscus coast, not 
just left as a free for all for campers to take over beaches and beach fronts. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

On page 8 of the draft Hibiscus and Bays Local Parks Management Plan the Council says: 

‘The local board will have an advocacy role in unformed legal roads, where they have a park function; drainage reserves, 
where they have both a stormwater and park function; and road to road accessways, where they provide an informal 
recreation and access function’ 

In a good number of the plans there are statements like: 

Much of the dune system along the coastal frontage of the park is located on unformed legal road and is out of scope of 
this plan. 

While Auckland Council maintains this land, it is under the jurisdiction of Auckland Transport. The general policies and 
provisions of this plan will guide the local board’s position and any future input into management or development of this 
area where it is sought. 

In the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ about the proposed bylaw the Council says: 

‘The Freedom Camping Act 2011 recognises that some areas may not be suitable for any freedom camping. It also 
enables council to set restrictions that will help to prevent harm and balance competing uses in other areas.  

This means our Bylaw can identify areas where all freedom camping is prohibited, and areas where restrictions are 
needed to manage how and where freedom camping can occur, as long as these meet the Act’s criteria.  

Most (but not all) of the beachfront at (Big) Manly is not a public reserve under the Reserves Act 1977 so the Council 
does not have, and has stated that it does not intend to have, a Reserve Management Plan for it. Although most of it is 
mown grass and sand dune with trees it is a public road (presumably held under the Local Government Act) under the 
jurisdiction of Auckland Transport. 

If it was a public reserve freedom camping would not be permitted unless a Reserve Management Plan (or some other 
Council decision) for it says otherwise. 
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As a public road under the Local Government Act, and not mentioned in the Bylaw as a prohibited or restricted area, 
when the Bylaw is adopted freedom camping will be permitted there ‘as of right’. 

Allowing freedom camping on (Big) Manly Beach – one of the Hibiscus Coast’s most important recreation assets - would 
be most inappropriate. The beachfront there should be subject to the same freedom camping provisions as apply to 
reserves held under the Reserves Act 1977 and freedom camping should not be permitted on it (just as it won’t be 
permitted on the public reserves at the other local beaches like Tindalls, Matakatia, Little Manly, Stanmore Bay, Arkles 
Bay, Red Beach, Orewa and Waiwera). 

Submission: 

5.1 That that part of Big Manly Beach which is legal road be included in Schedule 1 of the bylaw as a place where 
freedom camping is prohibited. 

5.2 Freedom camping will, by default, not be allowed on those other parts of the beach frontage that are public 
reserves (unless the Reserves Management Plans for them say otherwise).  

7.0 CAMPERVAN PARKING AT BEACHES IN THE HIBISCUS COAST  

Unless expressly permitted by the relevant Reserves Management Plan, campervans will not be able to park on reserves 
that are held pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977. 

However, unless the bylaw specifically prohibits it campervans will in future be permitted ‘as of right’ to park on roads and 
off-road parking areas – and stay in each road or off-road parking area for a maximum of two nights every two weeks.  

At several beaches in the Hibiscus Coast public roads adjoin the public reserves and there is the potential for campervan 
owners to seek to avoid the reserve parking prohibition by parking on the road – and the Council not being able to do 
anything about it.   The rules need to be consistent. At a number of places freedom camping on these roads is 
undesirable and they should be subject to the same controls as the adjoining reserves. 

Three apparently homeless persons are ‘living’ in two cars and a van on one of these roads – the parking area at the end 
of Stanmore Bay Road – now, and accosting people in an intimidatory fashion when they visit the beach . 

Submission: 

7.1 That the following roads be added to ‘Schedule 1 – Designated Areas Where Freedom Camping Is Prohibited’ 

- Ngapara Street where it adjoins the Red Beach Waterfront Reserve. (See page 195 Draft Local Parks 
Management Plan – DLPMP);  

- Arkles Strand where it adjoins the Arkles Bay Beachfront Reserve. (See page 20 DLPMP); 

- Matakatia Parade where it adjoins the Matakatia Parade Beachfront Reserve. (See page 133 DLPMP); 

- The end of De Luen Avenue where it adjoins the De Luen Avenue (Tindalls Bay) Beachfront Reserve. (See 
page 67 DLPMP); 

- The parking area at the end of Stanmore Bay Road where it adjoins the Stanmore Bay Park Reserve. (See 
page 222 DLPMP); 

- Langton Road from Claude Road/Arun Street to the Stanmore Bay Beach East Reserve. (See Page 220 
DLPMP); 

-  The road leading to the beachfront from Moreton Drive/Glamis Avenue at (Big) Manly; 

- Beach Road from Laurence Street to the (Big) Manly Beachfront 

- Brown Street from the Beach Road to the (Big) Manly Beachfront 

- Whangaparaoa Road where it adjoins the Little Manly Beach Reserve. (See page 125 DLPMP);  

- The Hibiscus Coast Highway (including the metal dumping area adjacent to the bridge) where it adjoins the 
Hatfields Beach Reserve. (See page 103 DLPMP); (and) 
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- The turnaround area in The Strand at Waiwera 

8.0 LAND STATUS CRITICAL 

Whether or not freedom camping is permitted in future will (in the first instance) depend on the land’s status:  

- If the land isn’t a reserve freedom camping will be permitted ‘as of right’ (unless specifically prohibited or 
restricted). 

  

- If the land is a reserve held pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977 freedom camping will be prohibited (unless 
specifically authorised by a Reserves Management Plan that has been prepared in the manner required by the Reserves 
Act 1977). 

It will be essential therefore that the land status of all ‘Council owned’ properties be clear. There is currently a lot of 
inconsistency and confusion.  

For instance: 

The Land Known As Metro Park East (39.9 ha) 

- The Council says in its Draft Local Parks Management Plan for the Hibiscus Coast that this is a reserve held 
under the Reserves Act 1977 – classified as ‘Recreation Reserve’ and ‘Local Purpose Reserve – Esplanade’. 

- In the proposed by law the land is listed as ‘non reserve land’ where freedom camping is prohibited. 

- On the maps when one googles the address (the google maps) the land is not shaded green (as is normal for 
reserves) but is (inconsistently) marked: 

• Metro Park (not Metro Park East); 

• Millwater  Park Run; 

• Metro Park Parking; (and) 

• Millwater Sportsground Stormwater Pond. 

  

The Land Known As Metro Park West (14.7 ha) 

- The Council says in its Draft Local Parks Management Plan for the Hibiscus Coast this is a   reserve held under 
the Reserves Act 1977 – classified as ‘Recreation Reserve’. 

- On the google maps the land is not shaded green nor is it identified in any way as a reserve. 

The Land On The Corner of Arran Drive and Millwater Parkway 

- The Council identifies this land as a reserve in the list of reserves in its Draft Local Parks Management Plan – 
as a part of the Metro Park East Recreation Reserve. 

- The land is extensively used as a reserve. (A part of the Orewa Estuary walkway/cycleway) 

- On the google maps the land is identified as ‘Emily’s Reserve’ but is not shaded green, in the normal way, as a 
reserve.  

The Large Area Of land Bounded By Bonair Crescent At Millwater 

- The Council does not identify this land as a reserve in the list of reserves in its Draft Local Parks Management 
Plan. 
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- The land is extensively used as a reserve – A flat mown area adjoining several very attractively planted 
stormwater ponds, with numerous concrete paths, seats, a children’s playground and a public toilet block on it. 

- On the google maps the land is not shaded green in the normal way but is identified as: 

• Bonair Reserve 

• Bonair Park 

• Millens Park 

• Bonair Playground.   

The Land Known As Gulf Harbour Reserve (5,780 sq m) 

- The Council says in its ‘Draft Local Parks Management Plan for the Hibiscus Coast’ that this is a reserve held 
under the Reserves Act 1977 – classified as a ‘Recreation Reserve’. 

- On the google maps the land is not shaded green in the normal way nor is it identified as a reserve. 

The Land Known as Cedar Reserve on the Whangaparaoa Peninsula 

- The google maps show, coloured green, a reserve in Cedar Terrace titled ‘Cedar Reserve’. 

- The Draft Local Parks Management Plan for the Hibiscus Coast does not include this reserve. 

The Land Known As Victor Eves Park, Orewa (19.1041 ha) 

- The Council says in its Draft Local Parks Management Plan that this is a reserve on both sides of Westhoe 
Road – including land on the western side of the road occupied by the Orewa Bridge Club – classified as ‘Recreation 
Reserve’. It also identifies as a “Management Issue’ 

‘Unauthorised camping and long term campervan/5th wheel parking within the park’. 

- The google maps (shaded green) identify, as a reserve, only the land on the western side of Westhoe Road – 
i.e. exclude all the land occupied by the Bridge Club.  

Submission 

8.1 Whether freedom camping is permitted or not on any land is determined according to whether the particular 
piece of land is held under the Reserves Act 1977 or the Local Government Act 2002. It is therefore critical that the legal 
status of all land owned or managed by the Council be clear. As the above examples show, the current situation is very 
confusing. 

8.2 That the Council ensure it has a complete and accurate record of all properties in the Hibiscus Coast held as 
reserves under the Reserves Act 1977’.  

8.3 That the Draft Bays and Hibiscus Coast Local Parks Management Plan, the google maps, and the draft Bylaw 
be updated to ensure completeness, correctness and consistency.  

8.4 All land used for recreation that is not held as a reserve under the Reserves Act 1977 and which is 
consequently not included in the Hibiscus Coast Local Parks Management Plan, where the Council believes freedom 
camping should be prohibited, will need to be added to Schedule 1 in the bylaw.   

8.5 We suspect the work that is being done to prepare Local Parks Management Plans and to identify places where 
freedom camping should be prohibited or restricted will identify many situations where land that has been purchased or 
vested by developers for recreational purposes is not held as a reserve pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977 (and 
therefore not subject to the intergenerational protection that that Act provides). The Council needs to address this matter.      

 9.0 ENFORCEMENT 

The draft bylaw proposes that anyone be allowed to ‘freedom camp’ on any local public road or off-road carpark. In the 
list of commonly asked questions it says: 
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‘For the purposes of this Bylaw, we consider freedom camping to mean people staying in vehicles overnight as part of 
leisure travel or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons. 

The central government did not intend the Freedom Camping Act 2011 to manage homelessness, and the council 
doesn’t intend to use it for that purpose.  

The adoption of new freedom camping rules may create additional stress for Aucklanders experiencing homelessness, 
who may feel stigmatised or fear enforcement action if the proposed bylaw is adopted. 

However, the council has committed to taking a humane enforcement approach to protect vulnerable members of the 
Auckland community. This will include connecting people to social services support where appropriate. 

When someone is living in a vehicle due to homelessness, our compliance staff will only intervene if they are causing an 
obstruction or a nuisance. These impacts on public health and safety are managed under other bylaws, not freedom 
camping regulation’.  

In the bylaw itself, it says on page 2: 

‘Council does not intend to use this Bylaw to manage homelessness (people staying in a vehicle involuntarily). Council 
instead takes a compassionate approach to protect vulnerable Aucklanders’. 

The practical effect of this seems to be: 

That so long as they: 

- vacate the space by 9am on the day of departure;  

- not return to the same road for two weeks; (and) 

- comply with the existing road rules that control parking – like lane marking and parking time limitations)  

anyone can: 

-  park for up to two nights; 

-  in a certified self-contained vehicle; 

-  on any public road or off road carpark throughout the City (unless parking at that particular place is prohibited 
by Schedule 1 of the bylaw) 

but that, in the case of persons experiencing homelessness, the Council intends to take a light handed enforcement 
approach and will only intervene if the campervan etc or its inhabitant(s) are causing an obstruction or a nuisance.   

Submission: 

9.1 I do not agree with the Council’s proposed enforcement approach.   

9.2 Expressed another way, what the Council appears to be saying is: 

‘We are introducing a new bylaw that will permit you to park and stay in your vehicle for a maximum of two nights on 
most roads and in off-road carparks in the City, so long as the vehicle is certified as self-contained and you adhere to all 
of the relevant transport regulations - but don’t worry - if your car, house-truck, campervan or caravan is the only place 
you have to live in we won’t require that it be certified as self-contained and there won’t be a time limit. You may stay for 
as long as you like unless you are causing a nuisance or an obstruction.  

9.3 This is akin to Kainga Ora’s policy of not evicting difficult tenants from state owned houses and to the Council 
not effectively enforcing its Noise Control Bylaw. (See New Zealand Herald 14 November – ‘Man Fed Up With Anti-social 
Kainga Ora Neighbour, Sells House  And Moves To South Island’)  

9.4 A bylaw is a regulation made by the Council and once adopted all persons affected (especially in this case the 
residents living in or near the street or carpark concerned) have the right to expect that it will be enforced without fear or 
favour and that the Council will, at all times, require compliance with all of its requirements – whatever the financial or 
other status of the offending party. 
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9.5 The whole purpose of the by law is to make what is and is not permitted clear and to establish rules with which 
everyone is required to comply. Selective enforcement in the manner stated by the Council has the potential to cause 
serious problems – especially in areas like the end of Stanmore Bay Road and Hatfields Beach (accepting of course the 
requirement there will be compliance with the Reserve Management Plan not with the Bylaw). 

9.6        If the Council really intends to enforce the bylaw in the way it says the detailed requirements that are in it now 
are unnecessary. It would be more correct for it to say: 

 ‘Subject to compliance with the normal road transport requirements anyone can: 

-        stay overnight (without any restriction about the quality of the vehicle or about ‘for how long’); 

-        in a car, caravan, house truck or caravan; 

-        on any road or ‘council owned’ off-road carpark in the City (other than on those roads   and off-road parking areas 
where such parking is expressly prohibited or restricted)  

so long as they are not causing a nuisance or an obstruction’.   

10.0 PARKING UNOCCUPIED CAMPERVANS 

Submission 

10.1 In some places owners appear to park their unoccupied campervans ‘permanently’ on local roads. 

10.2 Should the bylaw address that? 

11.0 RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLANS 

The proposed bylaw says, all camping is prohibited on reserves unless specifically approved for any particular reserve or 
reserves in the relevant Reserves Management Plan. 

The Council commenced the preparation of Draft Reserve Management Plans for all Hibiscus Coast Reserves in 2017. 
The first round of public consultation was completed in April 2018 and a draft document issued for public consultation two 
years later - in July 2020. Submissions closed in September 2020. The Council’s website says the programme envisaged 
a recommended final plan going to the Local Board for adoption in December 2020. However that hasn’t happened. The 
submissions hearing didn’t occur until 11 February 2021 and the final plan is still being prepared. It isn’t known when it is 
likely to be publicly issued. Enquiries to the email address given on the Council’s website (Hibiscus and Bays Local 
Parks Management Plan – hibiscusandbayslpmp@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz) go unanswered. 

In our submission in September 2020 we said that the type of information the Council’s various stakeholders could 
expect to see in every Reserve Management Plan includes: 

  

- What the land title reference is; 

- How the land is legally held; 

- (Where appropriate) a brief history of the reserve; 

- A brief description of what the reserve is, its classification, and how it is used now - including a list of any 
significant natural assets and of all built assets situated on the reserve now, and where any part of the land or any assets 
are leased or licensed to a third party a short description of the situation and when the lease(s) and licence(s) expire(s); 
(and)  

- An explanation of what the Council’s future plans for using, enjoying, maintaining, preserving, protecting and 
developing the reserve are – including the time at which the identified work is intended to be carried out; 

The Council’s proposed approach does not do this. As the Council itself says its Draft Hibiscus Coast Local Parks 
Management Plan is a single high level document that provides a general policy framework. It doesn’t include the current 
or recommended layout of each reserve or a prioritised action list for reserve development. No-one can obtain from 
reading it any idea of what the Council’s actual plans for any of its ‘200 plus’ reserves in the Hibiscus Coast are. 
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This does not meet the requirements of the Reserves Act 1977. The Act requires that there be a Management Plan for 
every reserve (or for several reserves), that the plan is kept up to date, and that the Council in carrying out its functions 
comply with it. If it wants to do something other than what the Management Plan provides it cannot do so unless it 
amends the Management Plan – viz: 

‘The administering body of any reserve shall keep its management plan under continuous review…..’ 

‘The administering body shall in the exercise of its functions comply with the management plan for the reserve and any 
amendment thereof……’ 

This proposed bylaw (that prohibits freedom camping on reserves held under the Reserves Act 1977 unless approved in 
a Reserve Management Plan) and the recent adverse public reaction to the Council’s intention to install bollards at Big 
Manly Beach (and as a consequence the delay that that has apparently also caused to the proposed installation of 
bollards at Hatfields Beach) has highlighted again how important it is to have a management plan for every reserve, that 
clearly states what the Council’s future intentions in relation to it are. 

Effective and efficient decisions cannot be made in isolation.  

- As concerned people have raised, the installation of bollards to control general parking at Manly has wide 
ranging consequences – not only for the whole beach frontage but also for surrounding streets. 

  

- The installation of bollards to control freedom camping at Hatfields Beach raises all sorts of questions about 
what the overall development of that whole reserve should be.   

- The proposed bylaw stipulates that freedom camping on reserves is prohibited unless approved in a Reserve 
Management Plan. Such a plan cannot be responsibly prepared unless the effect of allowing such camping (and its 
potential wider impacts) has been fully thought through – as is clearly illustrated by the situation the Council now needs 
to deal with at Hatfields. (See Section ‘3’  above)  

Submission 

11.1 The Reserves Act 1977 requires that there be a Reserve Management Plan for every reserve (or group of 
reserves) and that every such plan: 

o provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection, and preservation, as the case may require, 
and, to the extent that the Council’s  resources permit, the development, as appropriate, of the reserve for the purposes 
for which it is classified; (and 

o that it be kept under continuous review; (and) 

o be fully complied with relating to everything the Council subsequently does concerning the reserve.  

This proposed bylaw has highlighted once again the importance of having a Reserve Management Plan that has been 
prepared via public consultation, in the required manner, for every reserve.  

11.2 In my view every Reserve Management Plan should include the information listed in paragraph 2 above. 

12.0 THE PROPOSED REQUIRMENT THAT THE PARKING OF FREEDOM CAMPING VEHICLES NOT BE 
ALLOWED IN THE SAME ROAD OR OFF-ROAD PARKING AREA MORE THAN ONCE IN ANY TWO WEEK PERIOD   

The proposed bylaw requires freedom campers to (after two days) depart and not return to stay in the same road or off-
road parking area for two weeks. (In the case of the Hammerhead Point land the bylaw requires that the vehicle not 
return for four weeks.)  

Any freedom camper wishing to ‘live’ near a local beach etc will be able to easily circumvent this requirement by simply 
moving their vehicle every two days to a parking space on another road ‘just around the corner’ - and subject to their 
compliance with other bylaw and transport regulations local residents and the Council will not be able to do anything 
about it.  

 Submission 

12.1 That the proposed bylaw be amended to require that freedom campers be required to not return to the same 
road, off-road carpark, or local area for four weeks (and the term ‘local area’ be defined in the bylaw). 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? In Schedule 1 on pages 10 
and 19, under the heading ‘Designated Areas Where Freedom Camping Is Prohibited’ the proposed bylaw 
includes a plan of ‘Metro Park East, 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale’. (Only properties that are not reserves 
under the Reserves Act 1977 are included in this schedule). 

This is inconsistent with the information provided by the Council in its Draft Hibiscus and Bays Local Parks 
Management Plan (in respect of which the Council sought public submissions in September 2020 and has not yet 
issued its final Plan). On Page 142 in ‘Volume 2 – Hibiscus Coast’ of that draft it says that Metro Park East is a 
39.9104 Recreation Reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977 with a Local Purpose (Esplanade Reserve) along 
its boundary with the Orewa Estuary.   

Also, the area shown as ‘Metro Park East in the two documents is different. 

- In the Council’s Draft Local Parks Management Plan all the land on the corner of Millwater Parkway and 
Arran Drive is a part of  Metro Park East; 

- In the Draft Bylaw (on page 19) it is excluded – Metro Park East is shown there as finishing opposite 
Major Henry Greens. 

Submission: 

3.1 If Metro Park is a reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977 it should not be in Schedule 1 in the By-
law. 

3.2 If Metro Park is not a reserve held under the Reserves Act 1977 it should not have been included in the 
Hibiscus and Bays Local Parks Management Plan. (Council has repeatedly said, in response to submissions on 
that Plan,  that land that is not held under the Reserves Act is outside the scope of the Local Parks Management 
Plan). 

3.3 If the land is not held as a reserve pursuant to the Reserves Act 1977 (when it is probably the largest 
active recreation area in the Hibiscus Coast and has been acquired and developed principally through 
contributions from developers) can the Council please explain ‘how’ it is held and ‘why that is the case. (See also 
7.0 below) 

3.4 That the Council explain the reason for the inconsistency between the plan on page 142 in the Draft 
Local Parks Management Plan and the plan on page 19 in the Draft Bylaw – both of which maintain that the area 
shown is what makes up Metro Park East. (See also Section 8 below) . As the proposed bylaw says, all camping 
is prohibited on reserves unless specifically approved for any particular reserve or reserves in the relevant 
Reserves Management Plan. 

On both sides of the Highway at Hatfields Beach there  is a 6.4501 hectare public reserve held under the 
Reserves Act 1977 – classified as ‘Recreation’, ‘Local Purpose Esplanade’, and ‘Local Purpose Access’. (See the 
draft Hibiscus and Bays Draft Local Parks Management Plan – Volume 1 Hibiscus Coast, Page 103).   

The Draft Local Parks Management Plan (that closed for public submissions in September last year - 2020) says: 

‘Under the current Freedom Camping Bylaw 2015 (under review) there is a freedom camping designated site on 
the west side of the Hibiscus Coast Highway adjacent to the toilet block’ 

‘Unauthorised freedom camping particularly on the waterfront side of Hibiscus Coast Highway adds to congestion 
and displacement of beach, park and boat ramp users as this is a heavily used area that has limited space for car 
and trailer parking.  
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Unauthorised freedom camping also occurs on the grass area to the landward side of Hibiscus Coast Highway, a 
known contaminated site. Soil disturbance from these unauthorised vehicles may be an issue on the capped 
contaminated land’. 

Hatfields Beach is, and has for a long time now, been a very popular freedom camping spot – but on the 
beachfront – not on the reserve on the western side of the Highway (near the toilet block).  The comments in the 
Draft Local Parks Management Plan (DLPMP) are wrong. Contrary to what the current Freedom Camping Bylaw 
is said in the DLPMP to say there is NOT a freedom camping site on the west side of the Hibiscus Coast 
Highway adjacent to the toilet block. Nor does freedom camping occur at all on the landward side of the reserve. 
Vehicular access to the reserve on the western side of the highway isn’t practicable – because of either the lie of 
the land or bollards and a low wooden fence that have been installed to prevent it. Furthermore there is a sign on 
the fence that says ‘No Camping or Sleeping Overnight’. 

There is similar confusion on the beachside. There are no signs there that indicate freedom parking is permitted - 
to the contrary, only a Rodney District Council sign that says ‘No Camping’. The Council also says (above) that, 
although that is where it is all occurring, freedom camping on the waterfront is unauthorised.  

Another issue is the fact that Waka Kotahi (or Auckland Transport) is currently about half way through the 
construction of a new pedestrian crossing on the highway opposite the toilet block, a short length of footpath, and 
two centre islands to slow the traffic. We wonder how well the decision to do that has been coordinated with the 
Council’s longer term plans for the reserve.  

The thirteenth of November 2021 would be a typical ‘out of the main holiday period’ day. At mid-day there were 
ten campervans or buses parked on the reserve – three on the beachfront at the southern end, six on the 
beachfront at the northern end, and one on the metalled area by the highway bridge – all very close to the 
highway carriageway – some dangerously so, only a metre or two from it. (At the northern end the area where 
campervans can park is only about seven metres deep from the carriageway). On the fourteenth of November, at 
11am, there were 11 campervans (or buses) there – four at the northern end and seven at the southern end – 
plus about 20 cars and a trailer with several kayaks. The whole area is an untidy mess – with so many vehicles in 
such a confined uncontrolled space parked at all angles -  people sitting around them, most of the vehicles old 
and obviously not self-contained, and the dunes and ground where the vehicles park seemingly not being 
regularly metalled or otherwise maintained by the Council. Some campervans obviously have another car 
associated with them and repeated checks indicate at least one car (not associated with a campervan) and two 
buses appears to be being lived in. So far as the Council’s management is concerned the whole of the seaward 
side of the road conveys an ‘out of sight- out of mind’ impression. 

As a consequence of the Council’s decision not to include the control of freedom camping on reserves in the 
proposed bylaw it will be very important that the final Local Parks Management Plan state very clearly what the 
permitted situation at Hatfields Beach is in future to be. If this doesn’t happen (by the time the bylaw comes into 
force) freedom camping there will no longer be permitted as a result of the repeal of the former bylaw and should 
that be the case there is certain to be an outcry, much confusion, and for Council Officers a policing 
nightmare.The attractiveness of Hatfields as a freedom camping site is enhanced because it adjoins the coast, is 
on the main highway, and there is a public toilet block with a campervan wastewater dump station on the access 
road beside it.  

4.2 In my view freedom camping should be permitted on a properly formed and signposted site on the 
recreation reserve by the toilet block on the western side of the highway only.  

4.3 Campervan parking on the reserve outside the signposted site (including on the foreshore) should be 
prohibited (and rigidly policed).  

4.4 When this bylaw is adopted and the previous one repealed freedom camping at Hatfields Beach will no 
longer be permitted until the Council authorises it by way of a Reserves Management Plan prepared pursuant to 
the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977. 

4.5 A fair proportion of the freedom camping vehicles that visit Hatfields Beach appear to be not certified 
self-contained vehicles. When stipulating its proposed future approach for permitting freedom camping there the 
Council will need to make clear what its stance in relation to vehicles that are not certified as self-contained is.  
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The proposed bylaw requires that everyone who freedom camps on public land in Auckland that is not a reserve 
held under the Reserves Act 1977 will, without exception, have to use a certified self-contained vehicle. It is 
difficult to imagine a situation where the required standard could be less for public reserves than for other public 
land.      

4.6 We also note that the Council is intending to spend $37,000 on installing bollards at Hatfields Beach 
‘due to complaints from residents about freedom camping, driving, anti-social behaviour and rubbish on the 
reserve, particularly in summer’ (Reference: Hibiscus Matters – 8 November 2021). We question how the Council 
can do that in the absence of its whole proposed policy approach for the reserve being explained in an adopted 
Reserve  Management Plan that has been prepared via public consultation in the manner required by the 
Reserves Act 1977. (See also Section 10 below)  

4.7 It is important that all issues relating to all reserves’ use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection, 
preservation and development be addressed in a coordinated manner and not individually, in a ‘fire fighting’ sort 
of way, when problems arise - that the Council ensure ‘whatever is done’, ‘whenever it is done’, always ‘fits in’ 
with adopted, regularly updated plans that the Council has for the long term development of every reserve. (See 
also Section 10). Making provision for, and better managing freedom camping at Hatfields Beach is a major 
issue. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? One of the areas listed in 
‘Schedule 2 – Designated Areas Where Freedom Camping Is Restricted’ is: 

‘Gulf Harbour Marina Hammerhead Reserve – 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Gulf Harbour’ (See the Draft Bylaw Page 
36). 
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This is obviously an error. The reserve should not be in Schedule 2 because the bylaw does not apply to freedom 
camping on reserves that are held under the Reserves Act 1977 – which the Gulf Harbour Marina Hammerhead 
Reserve is. 

But more than this: 

- The Gulf Harbour Marina Hammerhead Reserve is not located at 40 Gulf Harbour Drive. That is the 
address of the Gulf Harbour Recreation Reserve, about a kilometre away opposite the Wentworth College. The 
Gulf Harbour Marina Hammerhead Reserve is at 1242 Laurie Southwick Parade near the boatramp. (See the 
Hibiscus and Bays Local Parks Management Plan Page 94). 

- But the off-road carparks which the bylaw purports to address under this heading are not on the Gulf 
Harbour Marina Hammerhead Reserve anyhow. They are located on the land shown on the (incorrectly titled) 
plan on page 43 in the Draft Bylaw.  

We understand that land (that has on it a sealed carpark with about 260 parking spaces, a public toilet block and 
the Gulf Harbour public boat ramp) is not a reserve – being why it needs to be listed in Schedule 2.    

The land is already a permitted freedom camping site pursuant to the provisions of the current bylaw, and has 
been for many years.  

The proposed bylaw says (in Schedule 2) that freehold camping is to (continue to) be permitted there subject to: 

- a maximum of ten freedom camping vehicles staying overnight; 

- for a maximum of two nights in a four week consecutive period. 

Four days ago (14 November 2021) there were fourteen campervans and ten cars parked there – all in an orderly 
fashion. The way in which the cars were parked indicates that at least eight of them were associated with the 
campervans. On 17 November (a Wednesday) there were nineteen campervans, nine cars that were obviously 
associated with them and a large boat. Today (Friday) at 4pm there are twenty-nine campervans and about a 
dozen cars and two boat trailers associated with them. Three of the campervans are parked elsewhere in the 
carpark. One – not self contained – has been there for over a week. Already, at this early time (on a week day) 
potential conflict with boats using the boat ramp is obvious,    

The general standard of the freedom camping vehicles at Gulf Harbour is considerably higher than is the situation 
at Hatfields Beach. Very few wouldn’t be self-contained. However, at Hatfields Beach too it seems that at least 
half the buses and ‘vans have cars associated with them. Yesterday (18 November) there were three buses and 
three vans there with three cars seemingly associated with them.  

I question: 

- why the Council intends to limit the number of freedom camping vehicles that can park at Gulf Harbour 
to 10 when an area with 20 parking  spaces (in a carpark with a total of more than 280 sealed spaces – 260 plus 
an additional 20 in the reserve adjacent) is already marked and signposted as being available for freedom 
camping, and is being used by more than 10 vehicles at a time now;  (and) 

- why the Council intends to limit parking at Gulf Harbour (in a carpark where there are more than 280 
parking spaces) for a maximum of two nights every four weeks when any freedom camping vehicle can, ‘as of 
right’, subject to compliance with the normal transport requirements, park in virtually any road, or off-road carpark 
in the city for a maximum of two nights every two weeks. (See also submission No 11). 

Submission: 

6.1 That the Council correct the information on pages 36 and 43 of the Draft Bylaw. We suggest the land be 
referred to as: 

‘Gulf Harbour Hammerhead Point Carpark’, 1346 Laurie Southwick Parade, Gulf Harbour.  

6.2 That the Council review the proposed freedom camping restrictions for this land. In fact could not 
parking be allowed there, subject to the normal conditions, ‘as of right’?  Does the Gulf Harbour Hammerhead 
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carpark need to be listed in Schedule 2 at all? Maybe it does because of the number visiting there. There is the 
potential for major conflict with the boat ramp in the summer months. 

6.3 That when authorising freedom camping in areas like Gulf Harbour and Hatfields Beach the Council 
keep in mind the fact that provision needs to be made for parking not only campervans but also the cars that a 
good proportion of the owners appear to have as well as their ‘vans. It is difficult to see campervan owners being 
prepared to accept anything other than that their cars be allowed to be parked with their ‘vans.  

6.4 That the parking area that is currently set aside for freedom camping vehicles at Gulf Harbour (20 
parking spaces) be enlarged – not reduced to 10 spaces as the bylaw currently provides. If insufficient space is 
allocated for them the drivers are not going to go away. They will simply park their vehicles in other spaces in the 
carpark or (quite legally) on one of the local roads as the proposed bylaw allows. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: If vehicles are truly self-contained and occupants are 
responsible, they will have very little impact on the environment. It is important that they do not prevent day-users parking 
there too. I think that there needs to be regular checks that vehicles are 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Two nights seems fair. Staying for longer is likely to limit the option for others 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: This allows other people to also be able to access 
the location. It sho 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Generally I am very supportive. i do think that the system needs to be 'policed' as otherwise people will flout the rules I 
also support Councils putting in meters in some carparks where people pay a fee to stay the 

night (eg carpark next to te Papa does this). This is particularly where facilities are provided such as toilets. A fee eg $10, 
$20 for 24-hour parking will limit the numbers and prevent popular places being overrun. Overnight parking can be in 
designated care parks. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think there could be 1 or 2 
designated parks allowing overnight stay one night only depart by 9 am 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#1521 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Would allow people to be in 
the city and use local restaurants etc including drinking without having to drive. some 

dedicated parks, 1 night only, vacated by 9 am would be good. I would support having pay meters for 24-hour 

parking which would reduce the number of people wishing to camp there. This used to be the case in Z Pier 

((which hopefully will return this option once the site is no longer used for construction resources) 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Im concerned as to who will monitor this if breaches occur as council takes a while usually 3 to 10 days to deal with any 
complaints generally, 

Im also concerned that it will be allowed at Ferndale house in Mt Albert as it is a reserve and it also boarders onto the 
ferndale Kindy. which could see parents arriving with kids and freedom campers will still be present . This I consider is 
and could also be a danger with children right there if you have unsavoury people and would not like to see any children 
snatched etc. Which would be easy to do. Cleo case in aussie is fresh in my mind . 

Also the toilet part if they arrive uncontained no one to police that and hate to think what this would be like for this lovely 
old historic house and land used by many. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Friends of Madill's Farm 

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1528 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Executive Summary 

• The proposed bylaws for managing freedom camping in Auckland make good sense 

• Not including Reserves among the areas prohibited by the bylaws makes no sense 

• There is no indication of how freedom camping in reserves will be funded or managed 

• Managing freedom camping sites in Auckland under two different regimes (if reserves are managed at all) is inefficient 
and will fail 

• Including reserves in the bylaw is within Auckland Council’s powers and obligations 

Introduction to Madill’s Farm 

Madill’s Farm Reserve is a key amenity in the Orakei Ward, providing highly valued recreational opportunities for a wide 
community. It is one of the larger open spaces and is well maintained by Auckland Council and the Orakei Local Board. It 
meets the needs for recreation space in the community, attracting many hundreds of residents, sports teams and schools 
throughout the year. 

Diverse environments within Madill’s Farm Reserve accommodate a wide range of activities. It includes a stream 
bordered by many native species. Many walkers, joggers, cyclists, family groups and dog owners enjoy the amenity 
every day. 

Friends of Madill’s Farm 

Madill Farm - Friends of Madill’s Farm has been established for 12 years providing submissions and comment as 
appropriate to successive Local Boards during their Annual Plan consultation. Friends of Madill’s Farm includes residents 
bordering the Reserve who observe it daily. Friends of Madill’s Farm has also lead community engagement in relation to 
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reserve management, security, stream and native bush regeneration, pest control and previously, in 2019, freedom 
camping. 

Members support the Local Board and Auckland Council parks management, by actively undertaking pest control, 
participating in the Eastern Songbird Project and taking an interest in the ongoing high standards of management and 
cleanliness that make Madill’s Farm Reserve an attractive community amenity.Management of Madill’s Farm Reserve 

Reserves Act 1977 

Madill’s Farm Reserve is classified as a Recreation Reserve under s.17 Reserves Act 1977. It is vested in Auckland 
Council and must be managed in accordance with the purpose and principles of the Reserves Act. 

Section 17(2) declares that every recreation reserve shall be so administered [to ensure that]: 

(a) the public shall have freedom of entry and access to the reserve, subject to the specific powers conferred on the 
administering body by sections 53 and 54, to any bylaws under this Act applying to the reserve, and to such conditions 
and restrictions as the administering body considers to be necessary for the protection and general well-being of the 
reserve and for the protection and control of the public using it (emphasis added) 

(c) those qualities of the reserve which contribute to the pleasantness, harmony and cohesion of the natural environment 
and to the better use and enjoyment of the reserve shall be conserved. 

Section 41(3) provides for Management plans (implemented by Orakei Local Board for Madill’s Farm Reserve) which: 

shall provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, maintenance, protection, and preservation, …. of the reserve for the 
purposes for which it is classified ….” 

Most relevantly, for the purposes of considering Freedom Camping, Section 44 “(1) provides: “no person shall use a 
reserve, or any building, vehicle, boat, caravan, tent, or structure situate thereon, for purposes of permanent or 
temporary personal accommodation” 

Statement of Proposal 

Most surprisingly, despite clear legal powers and obligations to manage reserves, the proposed Freedom Camping in 
Vehicles Bylaw 2022 excludes land held under the Reserves Act. 

As noted in the Statement of Proposal: 

“The Freedom Camping Act 2011 complements the rules set out in other legislation, such as the Reserves Act 1977, 
rather than overriding them. The Reserves Act 1977 prohibits camping on reserves unless the council follows a separate 
process to allow it. 

The council has decided that the new bylaw will not manage freedom camping on land held under the Reserves Act 
1977. It will remain prohibited in those areas, unless specific approval is given under that Act.” 

“The Bylaw will not cover all council-controlled land – freedom camping will be managed on reserves under the Reserves 
Act 1977, and on regional parks under the Regional Parks Management Plan.”What is the Problem? 

The likely problem with a policy that freedom camping will be managed on reserves under the Reserves Act 1977 is that 
reserves have never been adequately managed under that Act. The issue is almost certain to be exacerbated. Once 
Auckland Council has established and funded resources and processes to manage freedom camping on other council-
controlled sites, reserves will fall further out of consideration and/or management of them will not be resourced. 

There is no indication of any resources being made available to do anything to manage and monitor the prohibition of 
freedom camping in reserves despite a clear prohibition and a requirement on the Council to do so. This raises the 
obvious question of what and how it will be done, by whom and with what consequences. The loose statement that 
“freedom camping will be managed on reserves under the Reserves Act” contrasts with the specific resources and 
powers in the bylaw. For example, will Council parks staff becoming aware of freedom camping be authorised to require 
campers to move or to fine them and if so, how much? What signage is to be provided in reserves? Are reserves to be 
monitored by anyone? Who if anyone, should residents contact to report freedom camping on a reserve rather than other 
council-controlled land? 

There is no apparent logic to this policy; the reverse is true. Reserves are some of our most precious assets in Auckland, 
contributing to its attractiveness and our outdoor lifestyle. Reserves by their very nature tend to be in or contain areas of 
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native bush – highly attractive locations for freedom camping particularly if not readily visible from public roads and 
paths. These are some of the most important areas to be controlled and monitored. 

Madill’s Farm is a clear example. Easy road access to a substantial car parking area that backs on to a natural stream 
with established native plants along its banks. Also adjacent to residential housing in a natural amphitheatre, noise 
carries far at night and there is no control to address duration of stay or cleaning of the area before departure. 

What is the Solution? 

Unusually, the obvious solution is very simple. Add reserves to the new bylaw. The Council’s power to make the relevant 
bylaws is clear in section 17(2) (a) Reserves Act and its obligations to take suitable action are clear in sections 17(2) (c), 
section 41(3) and section 44(1) Reserves Act. 

It makes far more sense and is much more efficient and effective to manage freedom camping in Auckland under one 
system. 

The Minister of Tourism and MBIE on 30 November 2021 announced that in 2022 the Freedom Camping Act 2011 will 
be subject to changes that 

“seek to improve the sustainability of freedom camping in New Zealand, protect the natural environment and local 
communities’ enjoyment of it, and support efforts to ensure that all freedom camping is done responsibly”. 

It would be doubly wasteful for Auckland Council to have to go through a separate process to bring reserves under the 
same regime as other council-controlled land when both logic and the clear message from central Government is that 
this is an aspect of tourism management and community value that warrants a comprehensive solution. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

• Our objection relates to the proposal that part of the Rainbow’s End Reserve (Reserve) be designated as a 
“Restricted Area” where freedom camping by two “certified self-contained vehicles” would be permitted.  The area of the 
Reserve that is proposed for freedom camping purposes is wholly inappropriate for that purpose (even if restricted); and 
we urge that the proposed designation be removed from any by-law passed by the Auckland Council.  

• We own the house and property at, Rainbow’s End; we have owned this property for nearly twenty years. We 
are the closest residents to the part of the Reserve that is proposed for freedom camping. As such: (1) we are long-term, 
regular and very close observers of the Reserve; and (2) as our property is the closest to and would be are most affected 
by the proposed designation, we immediately declare our self-interest in that regard.   

• The maps outlining the proposal are ambiguous, showing “areas where designated site could be located”. More 
than half the Reserve area shown on the relevant map is seashore, much of it in mangroves. It would be impossible to 
park a vehicle in that area – even to access it. We understand that is not the intention; and therefore urge that the 
ambiguity should be removed (but, that removal should not be taken as an indication that we would then support the 
proposal).  

• At the consultation in the Warkworth Masonic Hall on Saturday 16 February, 2019, it was explained to us that 
the sealed area (Sealed Area) immediately adjacent to the boat ramp is the only area where freedom camping vehicles 
would be permitted in the Reserve. For the reasons stated below, even that Sealed Area is entirely unsuitable for 
freedom camping. 

• The Sealed Area is small (approximately 8 m x 21 m) and is immediately adjacent to the boat ramp (upgraded 
by the Council about six years ago).  The Sealed Area was built to provide a turning area for vehicles that are launching 
boats on the ramp or making a u-turn to go back to the main road. Even one parked campervan on the Sealed Area 
would obstruct such manoeuvring. On the other (North Eastern) side of the road from the Sealed Area there is an open 
drain, feeding into a closed drain (see photo). This already restricts manoeuvrability on the road and Sealed Area. Also, 
vehicles trying to make a U-Turn, have on several occasions “fallen into” the open drain (which is much deeper than it 
appears), requiring local or AA assistance. 
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• The Sealed Area is only lightly sealed (essentially, one thin layer) and is already being broken up by vehicle 
movements (see photo). Camper vans are heavy (particularly when loaded with water), and will only exacerbate this 
damage. 

• The unsealed/vegetation area of the Reserve has a high-water table. It is prone to flooding (particularly at high 
or spring tides), and is damp and boggy for more than half the year. On some occasions, the tide is so high that it covers 
the lower part of Martin Road. Vehicles seeking to manoeuvre outside the Sealed Area are regularly “bogged down”, 
requiring help and gouging deeply into the grassed area of the Reserve. This causes considerable damage to the 
grassed area (see photo).  

• The Reserve is an area of high conservation and environmental sensitivity; and is becoming increasingly so. In 
that respect, the Reserve differs markedly from many of the other sites proposed for freedom camping. Since the boat 
marina was built at Sandspit, several native bird species have migrated across the river to the Reserve, particularly Pied 
Oystercatchers which are now using the Reserve for feeding, nesting and breeding, mostly in areas that are close to the 
area proposed for freedom camping. We have observed upwards of twenty of these birds in the Reserve (see photo); 
they are particularly protective of their nesting areas, and react adversely to any human approach. A number of other bird 
species also frequent the reserve; notably Shags, Herons, New Zealand pigeons (Keruru), Tui and Kingfisher.  Most of 
these species are protected. The area is noted for its birdlife; and local residents are careful not to interfere with this. 

• We’ve had past problems with unofficial freedom campers; particularly in vehicles that aren’t self-contained. 
They frequently use the area as an open toilet, including defecating in full public view, usually just below the high-water 
mark. We realise that the proposal contemplates “certified self-contained vehicles”; but, from our past experience, we 
firmly believe that this won’t be observed and can’t be adequately policed. 

• Overall, we have considerable reservations about the manner in which this bylaw can and will be enforced. The 
enforcement “regime” outlined by the Council is very benign (counselling, warnings, etc, most of it after the event 
complained of, and after offenders have moved on to another camping site). Experienced freedom campers will know 
how to exploit this to the full – moving on to another site (perhaps in a different Council area) before there can be any 
meaningful enforcement.  Most complaints (e.g., about vehicles in excess of the permitted number) will arise late in the 
day (after vehicles have settled for the night – it won’t be immediately obvious that they intend to stay the night), and we 
seriously doubt that the Council can and will provide the after-hours resources to follow up on these complaints and to 
provide the necessary, real-time enforcement on the ground.  Even if they have been habitual offenders while in the 
country, freedom campers from overseas will be able to avoid any attempt to enforce monetary penalties (fines, etc), 
simply by leaving the country. See attachment for pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 

 Our objection relates to the proposal that part of the Rainbow’s End Reserve
(Reserve) be designated as a “Restricted Area” where freedom camping by two
“certified self-contained vehicles” would be permitted.  The area of the Reserve
that is proposed for freedom camping purposes is wholly inappropriate
for that purpose (even if restricted); and we urge that the proposed
designation be removed from any by-law passed by the Auckland Council.

 We own the house and property at, Rainbow’s End; we have owned this
property for nearly twenty years. We are the closest residents to the part of the
Reserve that is proposed for freedom camping. As such: (1) we are long-term,
regular and very close observers of the Reserve; and (2) as our property is the
closest to and would be are most affected by the proposed designation, we
immediately declare our self-interest in that regard.

 The maps outlining the proposal are ambiguous, showing “areas where
designated site could be located”. More than half the Reserve area shown on
the relevant map is seashore, much of it in mangroves. It would be impossible
to park a vehicle in that area – even to access it. We understand that is not the
intention; and therefore urge that the ambiguity should be removed (but, that
removal should not be taken as an indication that we would then support the
proposal).

 At the consultation in the Warkworth Masonic Hall on Saturday 16 February,
2019, it was explained to us that the sealed area (Sealed Area) immediately
adjacent to the boat ramp is the only area where freedom camping vehicles
would be permitted in the Reserve. For the reasons stated below, even that
Sealed Area is entirely unsuitable for freedom camping.

 The Sealed Area is small (approximately 8 m x 21 m) and is immediately
adjacent to the boat ramp (upgraded by the Council about six years ago).  The
Sealed Area was built to provide a turning area for vehicles that are launching
boats on the ramp or making a u-turn to go back to the main road. Even one
parked campervan on the Sealed Area would obstruct such manoeuvring. On
the other (North Eastern) side of the road from the Sealed Area there is an open
drain, feeding into a closed drain (see photo). This already restricts
manoeuvrability on the road and Sealed Area. Also, vehicles trying to make a
U-Turn, have on several occasions “fallen into” the open drain (which is much
deeper than it appears), requiring local or AA assistance.
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 The Sealed Area is only lightly sealed (essentially, one thin layer) and is already 
being broken up by vehicle movements (see photo). Camper vans are heavy 
(particularly when loaded with water), and will only exacerbate this damage. 

 
 The unsealed/vegetation area of the Reserve has a high-water table. It is prone 

to flooding (particularly at high or spring tides), and is damp and boggy for more 
than half the year. On some occasions, the tide is so high that it covers the 
lower part of Martin Road. Vehicles seeking to manoeuvre outside the Sealed 
Area are regularly “bogged down”, requiring help and gouging deeply into the 
grassed area of the Reserve. This causes considerable damage to the grassed 
area (see photo).  

 
 The Reserve is an area of high conservation and environmental sensitivity; and 

is becoming increasingly so. In that respect, the Reserve differs markedly from 
many of the other sites proposed for freedom camping. Since the boat marina 
was built at Sandspit, several native bird species have migrated across the river 
to the Reserve, particularly Pied Oystercatchers which are now using the 
Reserve for feeding, nesting and breeding, mostly in areas that are close to the 
area proposed for freedom camping. We have observed upwards of twenty of 
these birds in the Reserve (see photo); they are particularly protective of their 
nesting areas, and react adversely to any human approach. A number of other 
bird species also frequent the reserve; notably Shags, Herons, New Zealand 
pigeons (Keruru), Tui and Kingfisher.  Most of these species are protected. The 
area is noted for its birdlife; and local residents are careful not to interfere with 
this. 

 
 We’ve had past problems with unofficial freedom campers; particularly in 

vehicles that aren’t self-contained. They frequently use the area as an open 
toilet, including defecating in full public view, usually just below the high-water 
mark. We realise that the proposal contemplates “certified self-contained 
vehicles”; but, from our past experience, we firmly believe that this won’t be 
observed and can’t be adequately policed. 

 
 Overall, we have considerable reservations about the manner in which this 

bylaw can and will be enforced. The enforcement “regime” outlined by the 
Council is very benign (counselling, warnings, etc, most of it after the event 
complained of, and after offenders have moved on to another camping site). 
Experienced freedom campers will know how to exploit this to the full – moving 
on to another site (perhaps in a different Council area) before there can be any 
meaningful enforcement.  Most complaints (e.g., about vehicles in excess of the 
permitted number) will arise late in the day (after vehicles have settled for the 
night – it won’t be immediately obvious that they intend to stay the night), and 
we seriously doubt that the Council can and will provide the after-hours 
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resources to follow up on these complaints and to provide the necessary, real-
time enforcement on the ground.  Even if they have been habitual offenders 
while in the country, freedom campers from overseas will be able to avoid any 
attempt to enforce monetary penalties (fines, etc), simply by leaving the country. 

 
 

 
Open drain on North Eastern side of road.  
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Damage to tar seal. 
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Vehicle damage to grassed area.  
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Pied Oystercatchers which are using the Reserve for feeding, nesting and 
breeding.  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I understand you are the person to talk to about the proposed freedom camping changes planned for PIha. 

I would like to register my vote of NO freedom camping anywhere at Piha please. 

We have a camp ground with facilities that are perfect for catering to campers. 

I could list many reasons to ban the practice of freedom camping however will focus on these 3. 

1/ Toilets in self contained campers are never used or if they are its very very few times, No one uses them for number 
toos. The campers just go in the bush, dunes, on the side of the road or they go to the camp ground and use theirs 
(Without paying) etc etc. 

2/ They leave Rubbish. 

3/ Parking… there is not enough parking as it is let alone letting people camp there for days. 

Happy to have campers… at the camping ground. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - This is my submission on the draft Freedom Camping Bylaw for the Auckland region. 

I am opposed to Piha (and wider area) being opened up for freedom camping along beachfront and roadsides, in 
particular the following West Coast areas: 

• Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road, local park  

• Marine Parade North, carparks on beachfront  

• Marine Parade South, carparks on beachfront  

• Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road  

• Karekare Road, Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

• Anawhata Road, entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

• Anawhata Road, northern end, end of road parking area  

• Te Henga Bethells Road, northern end carpark at beach  

• Bethells Road, entrance to Lake Wainamu Track  

• French Bay, French Bay carparks  

• Little Huia, Huia Road  

Regarding Piha specifically: 
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There is already a beautiful campground in Piha that camper vans can park at.  

-If you feel that camping should be cheaper, can the council not subsidise entry rates? 

-Campervans are already able to park at the end of Log Race road for $10/night 

Freedom camping brings unhygienic waste into Piha.  

-Many locals, myself included have experienced finding human excrement, toilet paper and condoms in the dunes in 
front of the park when there is camping  

allowed 

-It is said that a van must be fully contained (with toilet) to freedom camp however we have experienced that this does 
not mean it gets used.  

-At a time when we are dealing with a pandemic, having to deal also with human waste in public areas is embarrassingly 
poor judgement on part of the council. 

-As you can see, the Christchurch council has acknowledged this is a real issue; 

Freedom campers cause damage to surrounding trees 

-I’ve witnessed canopies being strung up from branches for shade shelters 

-I’ve witnessed branches being snapped off to allow campers underneath. 

Freedom campers brings more activity onto the beach at night times 

-this causes disturbances to endangered/native birds 

-this increases risks of fires/fireworks 

-this brings more off-track traffic through sand dunes which breaks up the grasses establishing in the dunes - which are 
part of an ecosystem. Piha is a regional  

park which is home to many endangered species. It is well established that humans are the biggest threat to these and 
adding night time campers to an  

already busy daytime beach shows a complete lack of respect for this precious taonga. 

The Piha beachfront is already at capacity during weekends for parking. 

-adding more congestion to this is not fair on day trippers and not fair on locals who have to witness cars idling looking 
for parks and filling the air with noise and fumes. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I am writing to oppose the proposal of freedom camping in Piha. 

Reasons for this is we have a wonderful campground that is very accomodating.  

Our streets are narrow already and on a beautiful day it’s hard enough to get parks. 

There are no safe footpaths for increase in pedestrians. 

Litter is already a problem and this will only make it worse. 

Council have much other more important issues to be dealing with including fixing the Road to Piha properly, not just 
bandaids. Maintaining the footpaths and a skatepark for the kids. 

Please consider the points above. I strongly believe freedom  camping has no benefits to the Piha community. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I am worried about freedom camping at Piha because the toilets are locked at night 

 and there are no toilets at north 

We really need toilets at the far car park at north Piha  

I’m also concerned about the parking as we don’t have enough as it is 

And the campers on the road as in a few parts we need to cross the centre line because of a slip or broken off bit 

 just below Pendrell Rd and the one on the main road to town. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade Mangere Bridge - As a resident and owner of a property near the ambury farm end of Kiwi Esplanade I 
was concerned to hear that there is a proposal to introduce freedom camping along Kiwi Esplanade.  

Can the local board ask for freedom camping to be prohibited along Kiwi Esplanade in Mangere Bridge and especially to 
prohibit freedom camping for the section from Seaforth road along Kiwi Esplanade to the Farm so our birds remain 
protected? Can you advise please – I think this matter is urgent given consultations close on 5 December. 

We have a camping ground in Ambury Farm which offers very reasonably priced camping. I see on a daily basis the 
council van picking up rubbish left behind and this will surely increase with freedom campers. We have a number of 
camping vans parked up already and staying for extended periods over the summer months. With increased housing in 
the area the use of the foreshore for recreational purposes is increasing and parking outside my property is often at a 
premium.  

I would ask that the proposed freedom camping is strongly rejected for this area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Awhitu Peninsula - I'm commenting on Freedom Camping with specific reference to the Awhitu Peninsula.Several of our 
small coastal reserves allow camping,which has mostly been beneficial-areas kept tidy;rubbish in bins;less out of control 
parties,vehicle mayhem,tables destroyed for bonfires-etc.However,it is increasingly noticeable that people are settling in 
for the long haul,with several over wintering...clearly these are people with nowhere else to go..cold showers,trekking to 
the loos in winter rain...not likely by choice?(.None of the reserves have signage indicating the rules for camping..).Heres' 
the problem with people setting up permanent dwelling places-they take over territory which is no longer available for 
locals or visitors for picnicing,walking,dog walking, family cricket-etc (noting that our reserves are typically SMALL)...I 
have not notified our Council / Reserves teams through winter,having  cosy house to return to...but,now that summer is 
here,and our reserves have more visitors requiring recreational space,should council reserves be regularly patrolled by 
authorised people who can tactfully point out the rules,and the reasons for them;giving the "overstayers" a timeframe to 
move on,and mapping of other reserves,so that they have places to go to? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I wanted to pass on my experience of freedom camping in Stanmore Bay over the past couple of years. 

I have found that there are progressivly more people that are long term freedom camping around this area. 

They had a large amount of the main carpark for quite a long time including busses, boats, trailers, cars, vans but 
seemed like they were moved on a few months back from this section when they had major road works done in the 
carpark. 

They certainly moved in and were using alot of the carparks permanently when other members of the public wanted to 
use them on the weekends as it is a space for a boat ramp and local sports clubs. 

It was very obvious they were there for many months and council were not moving them on. 

Now some of them are in the very small carpark at the end of Stanmore Bay road next to the toilets. 

There is a beaten up van that has been lived in there for months and months. 

There are cars and vans that are there constantly and have the ever present smell of weed around. My 12 year old son 
has to walk past twice a day to go to school and my 10 year old daughter will be starting intermediate next year will also 
be walking past twice a day. I am greatly concerned that they present a danger to my children with their anti social 
behaviour that comes along with them getting drunk and stoned. 

Stanmore Bay - They have obviously moved into Stanmore Bay and the council will not move them. 

The council have been contacted but have said there is nothing they can do to move them at the moment. 

These new freedom camping bylaws need to be able to stop people from just sleeping rough in their cars for 
weeks/months. 
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They are antil social and make me more and more concerned for the safety of my children. 

Freedom camping that only stays a night or two in self contained vehicles would be fine but not people who are just 
rough sleeping for free at the local beach. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#1538 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I am writing to add my request to PLEASE protect Piha from the planned free-for-all. We have not yet reached the 
height of summer but already the congestion and difficulty with parking is reaching what would be akin to mid summer 
holidays. Our current infrastructure cannot cope with masses more vehicles. It makes it unsafe for everyone residing out 
here, especially our older and younger populations.  

We have a beautiful and very under-utilised campground that desperately needs the support and business, now more 
than ever in these covid times. Why not direct would be freedom campers there instead of the roadside?? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I wish to add my name to the objectors to the free camping proposed for Piha this summer. We live in Glen Esk Ed 
and it is already a bun fight. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#1540 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi 
Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively 
used by our walking group.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns: 

- Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird roosting 
areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including South Island 
pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi 
Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it joins the 
Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost.  

- During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long 
journeys. Some visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and 
making them take flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it 
is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers.  

I- increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans that are 
not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped.  

- Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems in 
these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time.  

- Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The consultation 
document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration.  

- Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation (especially 
due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking without adding 
more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  
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- Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the new 
bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t mean 
freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure. 

- Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I am writing to express my concern over freedom camping at Piha being allowed!  Free camping will destroy Piha. 
Lines of campers parked up overnight on the road is not at all what Piha is about . It will absolutely detract from the 
beauty of the place.  

We have a camping ground here at Piha which is perfectly equipped for camping - a small business run by hard working 
people - a camping ground is a rare thing in auckland which campers should be supporting.  

It has services/toilets/facilities to provide for campers in an efficient, environmentally friendly way.  

I am a local at Piha and often come across campers staying overnight on the side of the road - on my morning runs - and 
have witnessed, so many times, the waste and rubbish in the bushes - toilet paper stuffed into the grass.  Not to mention 
human faeces that my dog is good at sniffing out.  

These campers do not need to be here when there is a CAMPING GROUND around the corner - with Toilets to put toilet 
paper in and showers.  

There is also limited parking at Piha on summer days and to be already filled up with campers will make the situation 
worse.  

People travelling around the country and enjoying the beauty of our landscape can camp in places created for that 
purpose. Piha is NOT remote, it is too close to auckland city to allow for freedom camping - it will be inundated with 
campers taking the free route when they could otherwise be supporting a local business and keeping the roadsides  
clean and free for everyone to enjoy during the day.  

Please do not allow freedom camping in Piha. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE 
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MĀNGERE BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping, which raises the following concerns: 

• Disruption to bird roosting areas (Kiwi Esplanade): I am most concerned about the impact of freedom camping 
on migratory bird roosting areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory 
birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Our migratory birds rely on the 
grassed areas of the Kiwi Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the 
Esplanade where it joins the Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to 
roost. During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their 
long journeys. Many residents are already aware of these roosting areas and are very respectful towards our birdlife. But 
some visitors are not and run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and making 
them take flight. We are already planning to take further action to work with Council to create better signage along Kiwi 
Esplanade to educate the public using this area for recreation. But long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the 
health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers. 

• Improper use of Ambury Farm facilities (Ambury Road/Kiwi Esplanade): Freedom Campers already use these 
areas – at times for extended periods - and do so using vehicles (cars and vans and tents) that are not self-contained. 
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They use the ablutions block at the Farm without permission or payment. The Farm has locked gates overnight but can 
be accessed by foot. The ablutions blocks are open at night for users of the Ambury Farm campground.  

• High traffic areas around the Maunga, halls and clubs: These locations/facilities carry a lot of traffic and host 
numerous recreational and sporting activities mainly for local residents but also visitors. It is an area known for a history 
of undesirable behaviour and those problems continue to flare up. There are no public toilet facilities in that area.  

• Increased litter (all named areas): We already routinely host pop-up rubbish collection working bees to deal with 
rubbish dropped by people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight 
in cars or vans that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. We are concerned 
litter could increase. Rubbish bins are scare (in an attempt to encourage people to take their litter home with them). 

• Noise problems (all named areas): In the past there have been significant noise problems in these areas . Along 
the Esplanade especially our Local Board has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge 
Residents and Ratepayers, and Council Officers to deal with disruptive behaviour that caused major stress to and sleep 
deprivation of residents. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time. 

• Retaining views/view shafts (all named areas): Some residents are concerned their views of the harbour, 
mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. There are many surprising view shafts in Māngere 
Bridge given the contour of the land. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable 
consideration. 

• Increased use and pressure (all named areas) – More local residents and whānau from neighbouring 
communities are using Kiwi Esplanade, Ambury Farm and the Maunga for recreation (due to prolonged pandemic 
lockdowns and increasing housing density, here and in neighbouring communities). It is a pleasure to see families enjoy 
our beautiful place. There is work to be done however to prevent littering and keep noise levels at reasonable levels, and 
ensure appropriate behaviour around birdlife and other users. We think there is enough pressure on these named high 
traffic areas for parking without adding more pressure from overnight freedom camping vehicles.  

• Compliance and Policing (all named areas): We understand there is no additional funding planned for 
compliance and policing of the new bylaws, which will put the burden on locals and inevitably the Local Board to address. 

A wholesale right to freedom camping in Māngere Bridge (even within limits) makes no sense when Ambury Regional 
Farm Park has an affordable, accessible, well-run camping site that can accommodate self-contained camping vans and 
provides facilities for others. This camp ground is well away from local residents and does not cause disruption to 
anyone. Farm Rangers ensure compliance and campground rules keep everyone safe. We ought to be encouraging 
proper use of this locally approved campground and its facilities, but also ensure these facilities are not exploited, which 
inevitably creates more work for Ambury Farm Rangers. 

Additionally, the residential streets of Auckland are not the right place for camping and living in a vehicle. Other cities like 
Tauranga and Gisborne have significantly stronger protections in place for residential streets and Auckland Council 
should review and consider these protections for Auckland. For example: Tauranga states not in front of houses or 
businesses, and Gisborne has closed its urban boundary to camping in a vehicle unless in designated freedom camping 
sites. Both cities have this under their Freedom Camping Bylaws, made under the Freedom Camping Act. 

Finally I wish to raise a concern about the consultation process. This process is happening at a time when everyone is 
exhausted from an extended period of lockdown due to COVID and many people are unaware of a pending bylaw 
change. Ordinarily on an issue of this importance – which has significant environmental and social impacts – our local 
community groups would actively engage with our Residents and Ratepayers Group, alert the wider community through 
our networks and community newsletter, have a public meeting and seek signatures to a submission. But I presenting 
this submission on the day the consultation process ends without having had the opportunity to lead such engagement 
work. For that reason I ask especially that the matters raised above are taken into serious consideration because as a 
long-time resident and active community volunteer I strongly believe the matters raised here would gain broad support in 
our community if people were aware of the consultation and the issue. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi 
Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively 
used by our walking group.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns:  

• Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird 
roosting areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including 
South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of 
the Kiwi Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it 
joins the Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost. During roosting 
season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long journeys. Some 
visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and making them take 
flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it is vital that this 
area be excluded from Freedom Campers. 

• Increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans 
that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. 

• Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems 
in these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time. 

• Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The 
consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

• Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation 
(especially due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking 
without adding more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  
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• Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the 
new bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t 
mean freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure. 

Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 



#1544 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Arundel Reserve - I live  on the edge of Arundel Reserve at the northern 
end of Orewa beach. I am an owner occupier. I pay hefty body corporate fees as well as my mortgage and rates for the 
privilege. Last summer we caught freedom campers and homeless people jumping the fence of our complex so they 
could help themselves to our foreshore swimming pool and spa. This was mostly during the small hours of the morning. 
Our body corporate will always call the police and have offenders prosecuted as we are sick and tired of people thinking 
they can help themselves to a free wash and soak. Dirty towels, discarded bathing costumes, broken bottles and rubbish 
used to be common calling card before we installed a wireless security camera system and now catch them in the act. I 
fully understand why residents in high value areas make freedom campers feel unwelcome. Arundel Reserve is small, 
has limited parking spaces and small toilet facilities. Its close proximity to the beach and large shade trees means it is 
popular as a family picnic site. Residents and beach goers do not want to see our area become another Hatfields Beach 
where freedom campers made that area intolerable during the lockdown in 2020 due to the untidy and filthy state the 
area was left in. A surplus of campervans parked at our reserve most nights over the summer is not a lifestyle choice we 
welcome. 

We think the local council should look at establishing a dedicated freedom camping area on the edge of Orewa township. 
there is plenty of space just off the motorway bypass or near the estuaries. Provide the area with good signage, parking 
bays, toilets, water, and rubbish disposal. Then provide access to walkways/cycleways or public transport to bring the 
campers to the beach front and township for the day. This was a model that was introduced in other popular tourist 
destinations like Wanaka where freedom campers were creating problems at the lake front reserves. It was a happy and 
successful compromise 

Better management by council is the best outcome for all parties affected by this issue. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am writing to provide feedback regarding the proposed Freedom 
Camping Bylaw and specifically to prohibition on Freedom Camping along the full length of Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury 
Road. 

Due to their proximity to Auckland airport and the camping van pick up and drop off hubs, combined with the 
attractiveness of harbourside and Regional Farm, these roads require protection from inundation of freedom camper 
vans. They would be very likely to become a renowned destination freedom camping site. Should they be permitted there 
will be detrimental impacts on the sensitive environment and the enjoyment and health of the public who use the reserve 
and the farm. 

My concerns are: 

• Disruption to bird roosting areas : The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory 
birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits. They use the pahoehoe lava along the 
Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas. It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover from 
or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

• Increased litter: Rubbish dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve. After a sunny weekend, 
bins are overflowing already. We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped 
by people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans 
that are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. There have also been many 
observed instances of these people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their toileting cassettes straight into the 
Manukau Harbour. Litter would increase dramatically if these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and 
there is also a health and safety risk to the public that enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

• Noise problems : In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board 
has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour. Freedom camping would add probabilty of re-igniting this. 

• Loss of views/view shafts: Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping 
vehicles for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 
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• Increased Pressure on all resources that public use. Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of 
the public of South Auckland for recreation. It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Mangere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.  

It is ridiculous to allow Freedom Camping along Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Road when there is a Council run campsite 
at Ambury Farm Park. This camping ground is affordable, accessible and has appropriate facilities and rules to ensure 
there is no environmental impact and no disruption to the public enjoyment of the area.  

While I appreciate there would be general rules in place to minimise long stays and semi permanent residency by 
freedom campers, if there is no additional money for ensuring policing and compliance by Auckland Council, it will fall to 
the local residents and the Local Board to address those who do not stay by the rules.  

I am most concerned that one of the most environmentally sensitive, beautiful and much enjoyed areas of South 
Auckland will be detrimentally impacted unless it is prohibited to freedom campers and they are encouraged to use the 
Council owned campsite and Ambury Farm instead. So much has been done by both the Council and the Local Board 
over the 2 decades to enhance the Manukau Harbour, Kiwi Esplanade Reserve and Ambury Farm, it would be 
devastating to see it undone due to lack of foresight regarding the full impact of permitting freedom campers to save a 
few dollars rather than using the campsite so close by. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1563 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in the road reserves  

in the Te Henga/Bethells area, including the Lake Wainamu Carpark, Te Henga Walkway Carpark and Bethells Beach 
Carpark. 

• There are just not enough parking spaces in the Wainamu Lake carpark or the Te Henga Walkway carpark. On 
most days, these carparks are at capacity, with vehicles (from day trippers) parking along Bethells Road, including where 
yellow lines and “No Parking” signs exist. This has the effect of reducing traffic flow to one lane only in many places. 
Unfortunately, enforcement of the parking regulations is not policed regularly or at appropriate times, so this is an on-
going problem — especially as it can very much hamper any emergency/fire/ambulance vehicles trying to access the 
beach to save people’s lives — and many rescues are performed every year at the beach. Allowing large leisure vehicles 
(and these can include trucks and buses that have been converted to be self-contained, as well as huge fifth-wheelers) 
will only turn a major headache into an impossible nightmare. 

• Bethells and Te Henga Roads are among the most dangerous, narrow roads in New Zealand, and do not lend 
themselves to larger vehicles and/or large trailers or caravans, as many of the corners are very tight and necessitate 
crossing over the centre lines to negotiate them. 

• We are not against freedom camping in appropriate areas, per se (we are financial members of NZMCA). 
However, “appropriate” is the operative word. And Bethells Beach, Lake Wainamu carpark, and the Te Henga carpark 
are, most definitely, NOT APPROPRIATE! There is already huge environmental and ecological pressure on this sensitive 
area of the Waitakere Ranges, which is increasing at a rapid pace due to the unprecedented residential development of 
surrounding west Auckland. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I request that the following Māngere Bridge areas are added to the 
prohibited area list for Freedom Camping: 

• Kiwi Esplanade (east to west) 

• the roads surrounding Ambury Farm 

• The roads surrounding Maunga Māngere (Māngere Mountain and Domain) 

• The northern end of Coronation Road and Waterfront Road 

Due to close proximity to Auckland airport and campervan pick-up/drop-off hubs, combined with the attractiveness of the 
Manukau harbour-side and Regional Farm, these roads are likely to become high volume freedom camper areas, and a 
renowned destination freedom camping site. Should they be permitted, the high volume of freedom campers will heavily 
impact the sensitive natural environment and the enjoyment and health of the public who use the reserve and the farm. 

Rationale for adding these areas to the prohibited area list: 

1. Disruption to bird roosting areas: The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory birds 
including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits. They use the pahoehoe lava along the 
Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas. It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover from 
or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

2. Risk to delicate mangroves right along the foreshore of Manukau Harbour: The trash and sewerage from self 
contained toilets, or freedom campers just pooing in the bushes, would risk the delicate mangrove ecosystem. Even 
already today, there have also been many observed instances of people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their 
toileting cassettes straight into the Manukau Harbour.  

3. Increased litter: Rubbish dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve. After a sunny weekend, bins 
are overflowing already. We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped by 
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people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans that 
are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. Litter would increase dramatically if 
these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and there is also a health and safety risk to the public that 
enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

4. Noise problems: In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board has 
exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour. Freedom camping would add probability of re-igniting this. 

5. Risks shutting out local families from the area: The local reserves, pedestrian bridge, fishing areas and Ambury farm 
should be places for local families and people to enjoy, without the congestion and lack of parking driven by volumes of 
campervans and freedom campers.  

6. There is no supporting infrastructure for campers to dump their trash, empty their toilets or dispose of grey water. Risk 
that it gets dumped into the delicate natural environment of Manukau Harbour.  

7. Loss of views/view shafts: Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles 
for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

8. Increased Pressure on all resources that public use. Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of the 
public of South Auckland for recreation. It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Māngere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.  

Furthermore, it makes little sense to allow freedom camping in the Māngere Bridge area when there is already a Council 
run camping ground at Ambury Farm Park. This camping ground is affordable, accessible and has appropriate facilities 
and rules to ensure there is no environmental impact and no disruption to the public enjoyment of the area.  

While I appreciate there would be general rules in place to minimise long stays and semi-permanent residency by 
freedom campers, if there is no additional money for ensuring policing and compliance by Auckland Council, it will fall to 
the local residents and the Local Board to address those who do not stay by the rules.  

I am most concerned that one of the most environmentally sensitive, beautiful and much enjoyed areas of South 
Auckland will be detrimentally impacted unless it is prohibited to freedom campers. So much has been done by both the 
Council and the Local Board over the last 20 years to enhance the Manukau Harbour, Kiwi Esplanade Reserve and 
Ambury Farm, it would be devastating to see it undone due to lack of foresight regarding the full impact of permitting 
freedom campers. 

I request that we explicitly prohibit freedom camping in these Mangere Bridge areas, and encourage our visitors to use 
the Council owned campsite and Ambury Farm instead. This is a special area and an asset to New Zealand. Let’s look 
after it for generations to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1571 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - This is an email submission to say that I do not support Piha being opened up for freedom camping along 
beachfront and roadsides for the following reasons: 

1. There is already a beautiful campground in Piha that camper vans can park at.  

-If you feel that camping should be cheaper, can the council not subsidise entry rates? 

-Campervans are already able to park at the end of Log Race road for $10/night 

2.Freedom camping brings unhygienic waste into Piha.  

-Many locals, myself included have experienced finding human excrement, toilet paper and condoms in the dunes in 
front of the park when there is camping  

allowed 

-It is said that a van must be fully contained (with toilet) to freedom camp however we have experienced that this does 
not mean it gets used.  

(See screenshot attached below) 

-At a time when we are dealing with a pandemic, having to deal also with human waste in public areas is embarrassingly 
poor judgement on part of the council. 

-As you can see, the Christchurch council has acknowledged this is a real issue; 

3. Freedom campers cause damage to surrounding trees 

-I’ve witnessed canopies being strung up from branches for shade shelters 
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-I’ve witnessed branches being snapped off to allow campers underneath. 

4. Freedom campers brings more activity onto the beach at night times 

-this causes disturbances to endangered/native birds 

-this increases risks of fires/fireworks 

-this brings more off-track traffic through sand dunes which breaks up the grasses establishing in the dunes - which are 
part of an ecosystem. Piha is a regional  

park which is home to many endangered species. It is well established that humans are the biggest threat to these and 
adding night time campers to an  

already busy daytime beach shows a complete lack of respect for this precious taonga. 

5. The Piha beachfront is already at capacity during weekends for parking. 

-adding more congestion to this is not fair on day trippers and not fair on locals who have to witness cars idling looking 
for parks and filling the air with city fumes. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi 
Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively 
used by our walking group.  

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns:  

- Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird roosting 
areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including South Island 
pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi 
Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it joins the 
Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost.  

- During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long 
journeys. Some visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and 
making them take flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it 
is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers.  

I- increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans that are 
not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped.  

- Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems in 
these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time.  

- Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The consultation 
document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration.  

- Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation (especially 
due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking without adding 
more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  
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- Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the new 
bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t mean 
freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure.  

- Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1575 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - We are concerned about the impact of freedom camping Māngere 
Bridge. 

We are writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MANGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - We are concerned about the impact of freedom camping Māngere 
Bridge. 

We are writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MANGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1577 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - We are concerned about the impact of freedom camping Māngere 
Bridge. 

We are writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MANGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - We are concerned about the impact of freedom camping Māngere 
Bridge. 

We are writing to seek a PROHIBTION ON FREEDOM CAMPING IN THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS IN MANGERE 
BRIDGE: 

• The full length of Kiwi Esplanade (including all parking areas and the entrance to Ambury Farm at the western 
end) and the length of Ambury Road (most of which hugs the farm and at the western end provides access to the main 
entrance of Ambury Regional Park).  

• The entrance to Māngere Mountain and surrounding high traffic areas (including the Maunga parking areas, 
Domain Lane, and parking areas near the Maunga Skate Park, Memorial Hall, Plunket rooms, Tennis Club, Bowling 
Club, Scout Hall, and Māngere Bridge School.) 

These key locations in Māngere Bridge need protection from freedom camping through prohibition and 
compliance/policing. These areas are already used inappropriately for freedom camping with significant detrimental 
effects. Given our community’s proximity to the airport, our community could become a key destination point for freedom 
camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I’m writing to support the Titirangi R&R Association’s submission regarding prohibiting freedom camping in the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area, except at specifically identified controlled sites. While much of the Heritage Area is within the 
Regional Park, the problem will be road reserves and the villages outside the regional park (Titirangi, Laingholm etc) 
where freedom camping will be able to happen. I am especially concerned about many of the dead-end roads in Titirangi 
that end in the bush or the beach, are quiet and will be attractive for freedom campers. 

I feel strongly that freedom camping should be banned at Karekare, Piha, Jenkins Bay, French Bay, Wood Bay, Davies 
Bay, Herrings Cove and Laingholm Beach – all small beaches with barely enough parking for locals to enjoy. 

Titirangi and Laingholm already have their native bush threatened by tree-felling, rampant invasive weeds and animal 
pests. We don’t need more humans taking more than they give. 

Freedom campers often cause litter, light fires, use the environment as a toilet, pollute streams with washing and waste 
disposal, create noise and lights at night.  

I think that one or two officially designated freedom camping parking spots at Titirangi Beach would be fine. There are 
also two beaches that aren’t as popular as others along Huia Road. One is Mill Bay, and the other is Kaitarakihi. This 
latter stunning beach could be further developed specifically for freedom campers, with specific areas designated for 
freedom camping. There should be no ambiguity about which beaches allow freedom camping, and which don’t. 

It should be easy for locals to report overstayers and freedom campers who are littering and engaging in other antisocial 
behaviours, and these complaints must lead to decisive action. 

In many communities rows of campervans freedom camping have blocked carparks and beach access for day visitors. 
This is a real threat in places like Piha & French Bay where the new bylaw would allow them to stay for two nights plus 
the days in between, blocking up carparks for day visitors and displacing the parking into other streets that are narrow 
and winding. This will become a safety issue. 
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In addition, allowing freedom camping will put existing campsite operators out of business. It is already a seasonal and 
challenging business to be in. Supporting accessible facilities for everyone is important if we want to keep coastal 
campsites going. 

Personally, I think that allowing freedom camping is creating headaches and unnecessary work for Council, with very 
little reward. The downsides of signage, policing the matter, dealing with public complaints and the toll on the 
environment, makes it not worth it. We live in a community where we generally give to receive. Freedom campers don’t 
honour that basic mutualism. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am concerned about the impact of freedom camping on Kiwi 
Esplanade and Ambury Road in Māngere Bridge, both of which lead to Ambury Regional Farm Park and are actively 
used by our walking group. 

These two environmentally sensitive areas need protection from freedom camping through a prohibition and 
compliance/policing. Freedom camping (even short stays) raise the following concerns: 

- Disruption to bird roosting areas: I am very concerned about the impact of freedom camping on migratory bird roosting 
areas along Kiwi Esplanade. This area is known internationally as a destination for migratory birds including South Island 
pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills, Godwits, and others. Migratory birds rely on the grassed areas of the Kiwi 
Esplanade foreshore reserve (especially from 64 Kiwi Esplanade along to the end of the Esplanade where it joins the 
Farm. But these special birds also use the pahoehoe lava along the entire Esplanade to roost.  

- During roosting season it is crucial that these beautiful birds are left in peace to recover from or prepare for their long 
journeys. Some visitors already run or drive mini motorbikes illegally through the roosting flocks causing distress and 
making them take flight. Long term protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife and it 
is vital that this area be excluded from Freedom Campers. 

I- increased litter: People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and sometimes overnight in cars or vans that are 
not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. 

- Noise problems along the Esplanade and Ambury Road: In the past there have been significant noise problems in 
these areas. Freedom camping adds another dimension to an ongoing issue that flares from time to time. 

- Retaining views/view shafts: Views of the harbour will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles. The consultation 
document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

- Increased use and pressure – More people are using Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm areas for recreation (especially 
due to lockdown and increasing housing density). There is enough pressure on these areas for parking without adding 
more pressure from freedom camping vehicles.  
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- Compliance and Policing: I understand there is no additional funding planned for compliance and policing of the new 
bylaws, so how will problems be addressed. Just because a bylaw requires vehicles to be self-contained doesn’t mean 
freedom campers will follow the rules. Noise control and the police are already under pressure. 

- Ambury Farm has a proper camping ground and its use ought to be encouraged, rather than allowing freedom camping 
in a special natural environment that needs protection. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I kindly request that the following Mangere Bridge areas are added to 
the prohibited area list for Freedom Camping: 

• Kiwi Esplanade (east to west) 

• the roads surrounding Ambury Farm 

• The roads surrounding Maunuga Mangere (Mangere Mountain and Domain) 

• The northern end of Coronation Road and Waterfront Road 

Due to close proximity to Auckland airport and campervan pick-up/drop-off hubs, combined with the attractiveness of the 
Manukau harbour-side and Regional Farm, these roads are likely to become high volume freedom camper areas, and a 
renowned destination freedom camping site. Should they be permitted the high volume of freedom campers will heavily 
impact the sensitive natural environment and the enjoyment and health of the public who use the reserve and the farm. 

Rationale for adding these areas to the prohibited area list: 

1. Disruption to bird roosting areas: The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory birds 
including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits. They use the pahoehoe lava along the 
Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas. It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover from 
or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

2. Risk to delicate mangroves right along the foreshore of Manukau Harbour: The trash and sewerage from self 
contained toilets, or freedom campers just pooing in the bushes, would risk the delicate mangrove ecosystem. Even 
already today, there have also been many observed instances of people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their 
toileting cassettes straight into the Manukau Harbour.  

3. Increased litter: Rubbish dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve. After a sunny weekend, bins 
are overflowing already. We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped by 
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people using these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans that 
are not self-contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. Litter would increase dramatically if 
these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and there is also a health and safety risk to the public that 
enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

4. Noise problems: In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board has 
exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour. Freedom camping would add probability of re-igniting this. 

5. Risks shutting out local families from the area: The local reserves, pedestrian bridge, fishing areas and Ambury farm 
should be places for local families and people to enjoy, without the congestion and lack of parking driven by volumes of 
campervans and freedom campers.  

6. There is no supporting infrastructure from campers to dump their trash, empty their toilets or dispose of grey water. 
Risk that it gets dumped into the delicate natural environment of Manukau Harbour.  

7. Loss of views/view shafts: Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping vehicles 
for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

8. Increased Pressure on all resources that public use. Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of the 
public of South Auckland for recreation. It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Mangere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.  

It is ridiculous to allow freedom camping in the Mangere Bridge area when there is already a Council run camping ground 
at Ambury Farm Park. This camping ground is affordable, accessible and has appropriate facilities and rules to ensure 
there is no environmental impact and no disruption to the public enjoyment of the area.  

While I appreciate there would be general rules in place to minimise long stays and semi-permanent residency by 
freedom campers, if there is no additional money for ensuring policing and compliance by Auckland Council, it will fall to 
the local residents and the Local Board to address those who do not stay by the rules.  

I am most concerned that one of the most environmentally sensitive, beautiful and much enjoyed areas of South 
Auckland will be detrimentally impacted unless it is prohibited to freedom campers. So much has been done by both the 
Council and the Local Board over the last 20 years to enhance the Manukau Harbour, Kiwi Esplanade Reserve and 
Ambury Farm, it would be devastating to see it undone due to lack of foresight regarding the full impact of permitting 
freedom campers. 

I request that we prohibit freedom camping in these Mangere Bridge areas, and encourage our visitors to use the Council 
owned campsite and Ambury Farm instead. This is a special area and an asset to New Zealand. Let’s look after it for 
generations to come. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - As a resident of Piha I would like to oppose the proposal to allow freedom camping in this area. The reasons for 
which I have listed below: 

• Most Piha roads included in the proposal are easily blocked by vehicles parked on the side of the road which 
frequently blocks emergency vehicles. Larger campers will exacerbate this issue.  

• There are insufficient services to support campers. Although they require self-contained toilets on board, the 
reality is, most camper owners will avoid using these if they can, and others are likely to freedom camp without these 
facilities installed knowing that the chances of getting caught are low. Our sand dunes and roadways are always littered 
with human waste after busy weekends.  

• There are no toilet pumping stations in Piha and there is a major risk of campers discharging their waste in local 
waterways.  

• This is an area for the public to enjoy. Camp sites effectively privatise these areas and limit public enjoyment. 
Already we find busy pathways to the beach and various tracks are often blocked by campervans and their associated 
set-up such as tables, chairs, etc.. 

• Visitors to this area frequently abuse it by littering and starting fires, both of which potentially damage the fragile 
ecosystem, and the latter of which causes a health and safety risk.  

• Local residents are very upset and concerned about this proposal. Should the proposal go ahead, this will 
cause residents a great deal of stress and anxiety and this will inevitably bubble over into conflicts with campers.  

• There is no economic benefit to the local area, which relies on volunteers to provide emergency services and 
environmental preservation activities.  

• Piha does already have a wonderful campground that is close to the beach, there is no need for campervanners 
to freedom camp at Piha. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Re Tohora Cres Omaha - Attached are two drawings that relate to the potential problems that will occur if the council 
permits Freedom Camping on the front left hand Berms of properties that occupy the full length of the crescent. 

FLOODING 

The green line of the Rodney District Council Drawing represents a Swale that is positioned at the approximate centre 
line of the grassed and in some cases semi planted swales that span between the concrete drives of the properties. 
Although cesspit drainage does exist flooding of the berm area is frequent throughout the year and with significant 
storms can be up to 500 to 600mm in depth.  

BOAT PARKING 

As boat trailers are not permitted to park on the Berms especially overnight owners park them on the grass or concreted 
areas of the front property yards. The attached sketch is a diagrammatic view of the Berm with the blue lines 
representing the pathway for both the out going and incoming parking manoeuvre’s. Depending on parking location this 
takes up to 50 % of the available berm area. 

SLOPING GROUND 

The ground slopes of the Berm vary from the fence to the swale and road to the swale and levelling devices are required 
to ensure level positioning. Also manoeuvrings the Camping unit can cause damage to the Berm surface. Repairs by the 
Council or most probably will fall upon the property owner. 

There is no doubt other encounters which will cause disputes between parties and I do not believe that Freedom 
Camping is appropriate for Tohora Crescent and other streets that experience these problems. 

I do not believe that Omaha is the correct venue for Freedom Camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I am writing to provide feedback regarding the proposed Freedom 
Camping Bylaw and specifically to prohibition on Freedom Camping along the full length of Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury 
Road. 

Due to their proximity to Auckland airport and the camping van pick up and drop off hubs, combined with the 
attractiveness of harbourside and Regional Farm, these roads require protection from inundation of freedom camper 
vans. They would be very likely to become a renowned destination freedom camping site. Should they be permitted there 
will be detrimental impacts on the sensitive environment and the enjoyment and health of the public who use the reserve 
and the farm. 

My concerns are: 

• Disruption to bird roosting areas : The foreshore reserve is internationally known as a destination for migratory 
birds including South Island pied oystercatchers, pied stilts, wrybills and Godwits. They use the pahoehoe lava along the 
Esplanade to roost and especially the grassed areas. It is critical that these birds are not distressed as they recover from 
or prepare for their long journeys. Protection of roosting areas is crucial to the health and wellbeing of our birdlife. 

• Increased litter: Rubbish being dropped by the public is already a problem along the reserve. After any 
weekend, bins are overflowing and the current level of council services is insufficient to handle the load from the current 
demand. We already have community rubbish collection working bees to deal with rubbish dropped by people using 
these areas. People come, park up, stay for short or long periods and some overnight in cars or vans that are not self-
contained, then drive away leaving their rubbish where they stopped. There have also been many observed instances of 
these people using the reserve as a toilet and emptying their toileting cassettes straight into the Manukau Harbour. Litter 
would increase dramatically if these was allowed to become a freedom camping destination and there is also a health 
and safety risk to the public that enjoy the reserve and the waterside.  

• Noise problems : In the past there have been significant noise problems along Kiwi Esplanade. The Local Board 
has exercised leadership in working with the Police, residents, Māngere Bridge Residents and Ratepayers, and Council 
Officers to deal with this unruly and antisocial behaviour. Freedom camping would add probabilty of re-igniting this. 
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• Loss of views/view shafts: Views of the harbour, mountain and farm will be obstructed by freedom camping 
vehicles for many residents. The consultation document accepts that protecting views is a reasonable consideration. 

• Increased Pressure on all resources that public use. Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Farm are enjoyed by many of 
the public of South Auckland for recreation. It is one of the jewels of South Auckland and is becoming popular due to 
increased housing density in Mangere and neighbouring communities + has been discovered by many during the Covid-
19 lockdowns. There is already pressure on toilets, rubbish bins and parking, without adding overnight camping vans.  

It is ridiculous to allow Freedom Camping along Kiwi Esplanade and Ambury Road when there is a Council run campsite 
at Ambury Farm Park. This camping ground is affordable, accessible and has appropriate facilities and rules to ensure 
there is no environmental impact and no disruption to the public enjoyment of the area.  

While I appreciate there would be general rules in place to minimise long stays and semi permanent residency by 
freedom campers, if there is no additional money for ensuring policing and compliance by Auckland Council, it will fall to 
the local residents and the Local Board to address those who do not stay by the rules. It would be simple for freedom 
campers to simply cycle around camping sites, no matter what maximum stays that were added. I am also concerned 
that there seems to be no protected or restricted areas in the Mangere/Mangere Bridge area 

I am most concerned that one of the most environmentally sensitive, beautiful and much enjoyed areas of South 
Auckland will be detrimentally impacted unless it is prohibited to freedom campers and they are encouraged to use the 
Council owned campsite and Ambury Farm instead. So much has been done by both the Council and the Local Board 
over the 2 decades to enhance the Manukau Harbour, Kiwi Esplanade Reserve and Ambury Farm, it would be 
devastating to see it undone due to lack of foresight regarding the full impact of permitting freedom campers to save a 
few dollars rather than using the campsite so close by. 

Thank you for your consideration of this feedback. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - As a resident of Piha I would like to oppose the proposal to allow freedom camping in 
this area. The reasons for which I have listed below: 

• Most Piha roads included in the proposal are easily blocked by vehicles parked on the side of the road which 
frequently blocks emergency vehicles. Larger campers will exacerbate this issue.  

• There are insufficient services to support campers. Although they require self contained toilets on board, the 
reality is, most camper owners will avoid using these if they can, and others are likely to freedom camp without these 
facilities installed knowing that the chances of getting caught are low. Our sand dunes and roadways are always littered 
with human waste after busy weekends.  

• There are no toilet pumping stations in Piha and there is a major risk of campers discharging their waste in local 
waterways.  

• This is an area for the public to enjoy. Camp sites effectively privatise these areas and limit public enjoyment.  

• Visitors to this area frequently obuse it by littering and starting fires, both of which potentially damage the fragile 
ecosystem, and the latter of which causes a health and safety risk.  

• Local residents are very upset and concerned about this proposal. Should the proposal go ahead, this will 
cause residents a great deal of stress and anxiety and this will inevitably bubble over into conflicts with campers.  

• There is no economic benefit to the local area, which relies on volunteers to provide emergency services and 
environmental preservation activities. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We have read with interest in the draft bylaw and will leave it up to the holiday Parks Association to make general 
comments. 

We own at the Pakiri Beach Holiday Park and would like to make a submission in regard to the schedule of prohibited 
areas for freedom camping and the areas for restrictions by number of vehicles. 

Restricted areas. 

We note with interest these appear to be all Council owned land. The bylaw is being used to protect Council land but not 
ratepayers who are endeavouring to provide a service to paying campers. 

No such thing as free camping. 

Freedom camping is free to the user but comes at a cost to the rate payer. Would appreciate you and your committee 
taking this into consideration. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Prohibited areas. 

We note with interest that they are generally Council owned property so Council is using the bylaw to protect their 
interests but there is nothing to protect us as a ratepayer and operator of the Pakiri Beach Holiday Park. 

We mow and maintain a wide grass berm where our property fronts on to Pakiri River Road and then there is a 
wide grass berm from our property to the end of the road and the public toilets at Pakiri Beach. 

We note the grounds of Pakiri Hall are prohibited for freedom camping and we request that the last 500 m of the 
road side of Pakiri River Road be prohibited as an area for freedom camping.. 

We have considerable costs imposed on us by Council requirements and Council rates and we feel it is 
unreasonable to allow freedom camping in front of our property or from our property to the end of the road. 

We have had freedom campers in the past and they often feel free to enter our holiday Park and utilise our 
services for free 
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1611 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Issues for the Waitakere Ranges 

Environmental harm 

Camping could take place in some of our most fragile eco-systems that are prone to damage and harm from rubbish, 
trampling, introduction of pests, spread of kauri dieback, and pet animals. People are currently discouraged from going 
off track and many tracks are closed because of kauri dieback; they are also asked not to go off accessways through 
dune areas because dune plants are fragile and birds nest on the ground, however, freedom camping could bring people 
into these areas.  

There is also a risk from campers lighting fires when our Ranges are highly prone to difficult-to-fight wildfires. 

Campervans can also be large vehicles that do not “fit” within some of our rural and coastal roads. Drivers are often 
strangers to the area and ignore or do not understand height restriction road signs. This is particularly the case at Piha 
where limbs have been removed from pohutukawa in Beach Valley Road following strikes by campervans, and Karekare, 
where a highly valued pohutukawa extends at a low height over Karekare Road, the entrance to the beach.  

Urbanisation 

The Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 seeks to protect the natural values and wilderness of the Ranges. It also 
seeks for the built environment to be subservient to the natural environment and for the dark and quiet to be protected. 
While large numbers of day visitors visit the coast on summer holidays and weekends, at other times these places retain 
their remoteness and wilderness. 

Freedom camping will allow a built structure and domestic activities (watching TV etc) to intrude into the wilderness, not 
just during the day time, but at night time, thus introducing noise and light into the heritage area environment.   

It is likely that word will some get out through social media of places to freedom camp in the Waitakere Ranges. In other 
places, beachfronts have experienced a “wall” of campervans and it has been necessary to prohibit freedom camping on 
the beach front – eg. Sullivans Bay at Mahurangi.  
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Generally, self-contained campervans are too big for one parking space and commonly take up several. 

Health & safety 

Although campervans would be required to be self-contained under the bylaw, campers using the dunes and bush as 
lavatories has been a persistent issue. Campers also use showers in changing sheds to wash and use hand basins to 
wash clothes and dishes which is not only unhygienic but also reduces the water supply in places which depend on roof 
water. There have been reports of campers taking water for their own use, and also visiting neighbouring houses asking 
for water or to use showers. 

There are also health & safety issues related to the use of the road corridor in the Ranges. Some of the road pull-off 
areas on Piha Road and the Scenic Drive function as places where slow drivers can pull over. Safety issues will arise if 
these are used for freedom camping.  

Access 

Freedom camping over a several day period effectively privatises the space for the personal use of the campers, which 
can extend to tables and chairs and personal belongings taking up more space. 

At Piha and other places, beachfronts and parks are at a premium for recreation for day-trip visitors from Auckland and 
further afield. Surfers also make great use of the carparks. It is quite usual for these to be full on weekends and public 
holidays and during the summer period.  

Freedom camping will make it more difficult for these day visitors to access the coast and tracks into parkland. 

Economic impact of freedom camping 

This is an aspect of access for visitors to the coast, if the economic impact makes existing camping facilities less viable. 
The Ranges contain ample informal and more formal camping places to meet the demand for camping. In the regional 
parkland, campervans can stay for a small fee at eight places in the Waitakeres: Arataki, Karamatura, Cascades Kauri, 
Cornwallis, Anawhata (Craw), Glen Esk, Whatipu and Log Race Road. There are also other tenting facilities. There is 
also a major campground on Piha Domain that is run under lease. 

 By extending freedom camping, the viability of these existing campgrounds is undermined. At Piha Domain, the 
campground has been reduced in size by flooding. Council has required the area available for camping to be reduced. 
Allowing freedom camping for two nights in all the carparks on the beachfront will have a major impact on the viability of 
the very long-standing and valued Piha Campground which currently provides access to the beaches and parks to a wide 
range of visitors.  

I would like to see freedom camping prohibited in these specific areas: 

• Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road, local park 

• Marine Parade North, carparks on beachfront 

• Marine Parade South, carparks on beachfront 

• Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

• Karekare Road, Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

• Anawhata Road, entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

• Anawhata Road, northern end, end of road parking area 

• Te Henga Bethells Road, northern end carpark at beach 

• Bethells Road, entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

• French Bay, French Bay carparks 

• Little Huia, Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1614 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

• Karekare Beach – concerned about the carpark at Karekare. Existing facilities under pressure. Recent floods 
caused extensive damage to the infrastructure there. More carparks will be unavailable due to the infrastructure. Only 
one road in and out which is damaged and won’t be fixed for a while. No ranger to monitor compliance. People are aware 
of this and do freedom camp illegally. Day trippers are the highest priority in Karekare – support them using facilities to 
use the Hillary track. First response needs to be able to get into this area as well. Wouldn’t be able to get in if carpark is 
full, which is a danger to lives. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

• Waiheke - Horrified by campervans living on verge/The Strand at Onetangi. Road is dangerous, has slips and is 
narrow. Access is limited for tourists and beach-goers. Parking is a premium in Waiheke. It’s making access very limited 
for locals and tourists alike. No water, no waste disposal system/dumping station. Supports self-contained-vehicles. 
Supports the no return and maximum stay rules. There are already broken yellow lines at this location, therefore parking 
there is illegal anyway – AT needs to enforce their road rules. Supports a designated site for freedom camping with 
appropriate facilities. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1616 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Orewa – issues at Orunga Reserve - Happy reserves is being excluded from the new bylaw. Raise issue about camping 
on the road reserve. This will be detrimental to Orewa. If FC is allowed to park on the roads it will restrict the access of 
families who come to the beach but cannot get into the carpark. Immense pressure on the road due to reduced carparks 
for residents, with new apartment facilities not containing carparks. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Not supplied 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

• Waiheke – does not support freedom camping on Waiheke island. Encountered and taken note of impact of 
freedom camping and homeless issue of people living in vehicles on the island. Freedom camping in Waiheke is 
problematic, it doesn’t fall under the usual spots for freedom camping. It’s a destination place. Under huge infrastructural 
pressures. Without reinforced resourced mechanism, difficult to discern between homeless and freedom campers. 
Parking is very limited. There’s a sort of collision of residents, holidaymakers, bach owners, day trippers to enjoy the 
island. Limited resource. Enforcement will be absolutely key – needs to be a dedicated person. Even that would still be 
unsatisfactory. Enforcement on Waiheke is already woeful. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): There are far too many substandard camping vehicles in New Zealand, many of 
which slap a "self contained" sticker on the back of the vehicle, even though they do not meet this criteria. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules sound logical, in principal.  However, given Auckland City Council's current budget deficits I cannot 
imagine how these rules will be monitored and enforced if there are problems.  Substandard vehicles that don't meet the 
self-containment standards are rife in NZ and rules are regularly flouted.  I feel it will be primarily up to residents to 
monitor the freedom camping situation and doubt there will be little response from the council when problems occur. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom campers sounds like stereotyping putting blame when we should 
use General. Meaning public anyone can be responsible rather than categorising a group.  

More facilities and areas where the general can go to enjoy the outdoors. 

Their shouldn’t be a time frame on how one must enjoy our surroundings. A public domain belongs to everyone not a 
party of people that sit behind a desk and listen to squabblers that live in a pretentious area. So that gives them rights to 
make claim if for example they see a vehicle parked on a beach road side. Where they are doing nothing wrong.  

People in general l’ve seen in parks beaches are just too blame I’ve watched them leave there rubbish behind or broken 
glass bottles and never pick up after them. These are locals as well l know for a fact l live in a well established area. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Provide areas for those that cannot get into 
homes especially renters with animals.  

Most people are having to live now in cars or camper vans. Life is hard enough with people mouthing off where people 
are trying to live the best they can. 
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Council should provide toilets washing areas rubbish bins etc. 

If they feel the need then maybe a small fee to use these facilities. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 



#10 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If the area has full facilities 
and allow people to enjoy then why stop it. If you need a care taker to see that this area is looked after then do 
so. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#10 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Really a public domain 
should remain as long as there are facilities for General to use 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It’s a Public domain put facilities 
in all these spots. Certified means to have a toilet where you sleep I mean who does this at home do you want to 
put a potty under your bed.  

Sure those that are going off grid and areas that don’t have toilets etc 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Provide facilities  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Provide facilities 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No freedom camping in Auckland 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping in Auckland 
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): No freedom camping in Auckland 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping should be allowed in Auckland. Have you not see the mess they make in beautiful central Otago? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No freedom camping in Auckland. All campers should use camp grounds and pay for the facilities that they use. Why 
should Auckland residents and ratepayers be subsiding foreigners travel in New Zealand. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): There should be no Freedom Camping unless they are 
camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground businesses who pay rent and rates 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): There should be no Freedom Camping at all unless 
they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground businesses who pay rent and 
rates 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): There should be no Freedom Camping unless they are 
camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground businesses who pay rent and rates 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be no Freedom Camping unless they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping 
erodes campground businesses who pay rent and rates 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There should be no Freedom Camping unless they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping 
erodes campground businesses who pay rent and rates 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: There should be no freedom camping here 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: No freedom camping 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping unless they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground 
businesses who pay rent and rates 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping unless they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground 
businesses who pay rent and rates 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping unless they are camping in a designated camp ground; Freedom Camping erodes campground 
businesses who pay rent and rates 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like also like to see freedom camping prohibited along all beach front roads in waiheke.  These areas are should 
be protected for day trippers.  In recent years freedom campers have stayed parked up along onetangi beach for weeks 
at a time. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I’m concerned that freedom 
camping is not prohibited in more areas in Orakei.  Tamaki drive and surrounding areas are incredibly busy and 
well used by locals.  Plus Parking is already at a premium and it makes no sense that people should be allowed 
to freedom camp anywhere around the eastern beaches.    The whole area should be restricted. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

council should consider general overnight parking bans (or 00-0600) in appropriate areas - e.g. whole of TAmaki dr to 
reduce overall rowdiness and would also mean that FCs would be prohibited 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Biased from the start - why allow freedom camping at all. There are camp grounds 
for overnight stays 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#30 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No need if no freedom camping 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is 100% wrong 

Ban freedom camping 

Save money and heaps of issues 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? St Heliers is not Orakei. Nor 
is Glendowie 

No freedom camping  

Or 100’s of banned areas 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Noise, urine, rubbish, crime 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don’t want freedom campers staying overnight in our area at all! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have a comment on the leave by 9am Rule. If for example these are tourists to Auckland it seems reasonable to be able 
to leave vehicle parked while out exploring the city by public transport 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think 2 days is too short, especially if they are expected 
to leave by 9am the next day. 4 nights would be more appropriate 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom camping should not be allowed full stop. That’s 
what camp grounds are for. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No one wants these disgusting campers who have no concerns for the environment or residents to camp where they 
choose. For gods sake apply common sense and just provide campgrounds….. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No one wants campers 
camping in the beach AND we don’t want tin they parks AND we don’t want them camping outside our properties. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#67 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is in a village centre, 
doesn't really have the amenities to support freedom camping 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Nice location and out of the way 
of any day to day traffic 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#75 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to Freedom Campers using parking where it is meant for sports and recreation.  

The inner suburbs are not suitable and allocated site should be created on the fringes of the City. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

NZ should be a destination for visitors who can afford to pay Camping ground fees. It isn't the job of rate payers to 
subsidies tourists. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#82 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There should be no freedom camping in Auckland at all, but as central government 
and Goff foisted this on us, there should be rules so they're not shitting in our parks. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):freedom camping vehicles should be certified 
self-contained and electric, no older than 2 years. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Maximum stay of one night in the entire Auckland 
Isthmus. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): They should depart at 5.30am or sunrise, whichever 
comes first. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Shouldn't be able to return ever. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Myers Park should be locked 
at night as it is dangerous with bums and drunks. It urgently needs signs to warn people from going into the part 
after sunset. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

That matter of ensuring compliance for ex. No return for 2 weeks.  

Ensuring that rubbish bins are on site and no outdoor fires for any purpose 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

A warning only does not convey the public's strong disapproval of rule breaking, or deliberate bending of them. An 
instant fine first time up should be imposed unless there are substantial extenuating cicumstances. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I think freedom campers duration limits should not be designated by roads or 
immediate area but instead by areas like what has been proposed for Waiheke otherwise it will be possible to for 
"freedom campers" to be able to live in the same area. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the Matakana area simply by staying at Matakana for 2 nights 
then staying at Omaha, Snells Beach, Point Wells, Leigh, Warkworth & Algies Bay every 2 days in the same spot at each 
place then back to Matakana again and repeat the same cycle staying in the same spot every 2 weeks over a year , 
which is not what freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc throughout New 
Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same circuit at the same or 
different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could lead to all sorts of social and 
safety issues for the communities where this happens. 

While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom campers 
who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety issues. 
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How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I think freedom campers duration limits should not be designated by roads or immediate 
area but instead by areas like what has been proposed for Waiheke otherwise it will be possible to for "freedom 
campers" to be able to live in the same area. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the Matakana area simply by staying at Matakana for 2 nights 
then staying at Omaha, Snells Beach, Point Wells, Leigh, Warkworth & Algies Bay every 2 days in the same spot at each 
place then back to Matakana again and repeat the same cycle staying in the same spot every 2 weeks over a year , 
which is not what freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc throughout New 
Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same circuit at the same or 
different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could lead to all sorts of social and 
safety issues for the communities where this happens. 

While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom campers 
who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety issues. 

 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I think freedom campers duration limits 
should not be designated by roads or immediate area but instead by areas like what has been proposed for Waiheke 
otherwise it will be possible to for "freedom campers" to be able to live in the same area. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the Matakana area simply by staying at Matakana for 2 nights 
then staying at Omaha, Snells Beach, Point Wells, Leigh, Warkworth & Algies Bay every 2 days in the same spot at each 
place then back to Matakana again and repeat the same cycle staying in the same spot every 2 weeks over a year , 
which is not what freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc throughout New 
Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same circuit at the same or 
different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could lead to all sorts of social and 
safety issues for the communities where this happens. 

While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom campers 
who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety issues. 

If what I've outlined above isn't addressed, then the people who have businesses, homes, holiday places etc could be 
severely compromised. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  
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No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think freedom campers duration limits should not be 
designated by roads or immediate area but instead by areas like what has been proposed for Waiheke otherwise it will 
be possible to for "freedom campers" to be able to live in the same area. 

 For exam 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think freedom campers duration limits should not be 
designated by roads or immediate area but instead by areas like what has been proposed for Waiheke otherwise it will 
be possible to for "freedom campers" to be able to live in the same area. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the Matakana area simply by staying at Matakana for 2 nights 
then staying at Omaha, Snells Beach, Point Wells, Leigh, Warkworth & Algies Bay every 2 days in the same spot at each 
place then back to Matakana again and repeat the same cycle staying in the same spot every 2 weeks over a year , 
which is not what freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc throughout New 
Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same circuit at the same or 
different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could lead to all sorts of social and 
safety issues for the communities where this happens. 

While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom campers 
who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety issues. 

 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think freedom campers duration limits should not be designated by roads or immediate area but instead by areas like 
what has been proposed for Waiheke otherwise it will be possible to for "freedom campers" to be able to live in the same 
area. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the Matakana area simply by staying at Matakana for 2 nights 
then staying at Omaha, Snells Beach, Point Wells, Leigh, Warkworth & Algies Bay every 2 days in the same spot at each 
place then back to Matakana again and repeat the same cycle staying in the same spot every 2 weeks over a year , 
which is not what freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc throughout New 
Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same circuit at the same or 
different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could lead to all sorts of social and 
safety issues for the communities where this happens. 
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While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom campers 
who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety issues. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is essentially a residential 
area that doesn't reflect what freedom camping is about. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Great Barrier is finely 
balanced socially, environmentally and economically and tends to be a pretty peaceful place over a good part of 
the year. 

So, to allow freedom campers who could technically stay on the island as long as they like, wherever they like 
could prove to be very disruptive to both the environment an to the local communities. 

Freedom campers should be limited to designated camping grounds which have  all the necessary toilet facilities 
etc. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Great Barrier is finely 
balanced socially, environmentally and economically and tends to be a pretty peaceful place over a good part of 
the year. 

So, to allow freedom campers who could technically stay on the island as long as they like, wherever they like 
could prove to be very disruptive to both the environment an to the local communities. 

Freedom campers should be limited to designated camping grounds which have  all the necessary toilet facilities 
etc. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Great Barrier is finely 
balanced socially, environmentally and economically and tends to be a pretty peaceful place over a good part of 
the year. 

So, to allow freedom campers who could technically stay on the island as long as they like, wherever they like 
could prove to be very disruptive to both the environment an to the local communities. 

Freedom campers should be limited to designated camping grounds which have  all the necessary toilet facilities 
etc. 
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Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Great Barrier is finely 
balanced socially, environmentally and economically and tends to be a pretty peaceful place over a good part of 
the year. 

So, to allow freedom campers who could technically stay on the island as long as they like, wherever they like 
could prove to be very disruptive to both the environment an to the local communities. 

Freedom camper should be limited to designated camping grounds which have  all the necessary toilet facilities 
etc. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a heavily used 
commercial, visitor and tourist area throughout the day so not at all suitable for freedom camping 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think freedom campers 
duration limits should not be designated by roads or immediate areas but instead by larger areas like what has 
been proposed for Waiheke and also over longer periods - 2 weeks is way to short a term.  Otherwise it will be 
possible to for "freedom campers" to be able to live permanently  in the same geographic area if that's what they 
want to do. 

 For example, a freedom camper could live permanently in the great Forrest Hill area simply by staying at the 
same 7 seven spots every 2 days just a few kilometres away from each other over a year, which is not what 
freedom camping is about. 

The same could apply to just about every locality, including cities, suburbs, tourist spots, rural areas etc 
throughout New Zealand.  This could also be compounded by a groups of freedom campers sharing the same 
circuit at the same or different times for 1 to 2 days at the same spots every fortnight over a year which could 
lead to all sorts of social and safety issues for the communities where this happens. 

While I'm sure that this wouldn't apply to a lot of freedom campers, there may well be a lot of so-called freedom 
campers who would take full advantage of this loophole. 

I believe this should be addressed because if it isn't, it could lead to all sorts of unpleasant social and safety 
issues. 

 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a goo look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 3 to 6 months 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a goo look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 3 to 6 months 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a goo look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 3 to 6 months 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a goo look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 3 to 6 months 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve? No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? I don't know 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a commercial area not 
suitable for freedom campers 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark? 
No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a goo look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 3 to 6 months 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve? No-
return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 weeks+ 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Being able to come every 2 
weeks is far too short a period.  Most genuine freedom campers would only stay there once especially if they're 
having a good look around the country.  Perhaps a 2-day stay every 6 months 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? too commercial 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? too environmentally sensitive 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's totally unsuitable for 
freedom campers - its a park, not a camp ground 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a park for shared by a lot 
of people and totally unsuited for freedom camping.  In fact the whole of the CBD is unsuitable for freedom 
camping - I can't believe this was even proposed. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a park for shared by a lot 
of people and totally unsuited for freedom camping.  In fact the whole of the CBD and Newmarket are unsuitable 
for freedom camping 
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a park for shared by a lot 
of people and totally unsuited for freedom camping.  In fact the whole of central Auckland is unsuitable for 
freedom camping 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The whole of the CBD is 
unsuitable for freedom camping 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The whole of Central Auckland is 
unsuitable for freedom camping 
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's a high traffic area and not 
suited for freedom campers.  The only experience they'll have there is a bad one. 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules give a sensible framework for all freedom campers so that all can enjoy 
doing so 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a 
stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting 
extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Although I support the 2 day stay I think it would be reasonable to require the departure by 9am each day - ie only 
staying overnight and shifting during the day. May be this does not have to apply in all locations, however. As a freedom 
camper I would not want to be staying during the day where I might be limiting the access of locals where as over night 
you are seldom restricting others. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area can be quite busy 
even at nights because of the restaurants in the area 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a lovely area to freedom 
camp in and as a local from Glendowie Rd I am very happy to see people staying there overnight. As there is 
on;y a small area there it does need to be a limit, however 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Camping should only be allowed in designated camping sites.  There should be no Freedom Camping on privately 
owned land or any undesignated camping site.  No camping should be allowed unless the campervans have toilet 
facilities as there has been disgusting behaviour where no toilets are contained within the campervan.   As it stands 
Freedom Camping is open to total abuse with the public having no means of assistance to stop individuals camping on 
their land or in their street.  It is totally unacceptable. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping should only be allowed on designated camping sites - certainly not on publicly owned land or on 
council streets.  There are many local areas where the council has not considered banning these campers.  What about 
the areas in and around Eastern suburbs, Velanoweth Green, Glover Park, Melanesia Park - list goes on and on - these 
Freedom Campers could spoil the freedom ratepayers now have to enjoy local areas and for their children to enjoy the 
parks and playgrounds.  Why are we having any Freedom campers at all - they can go in proper camping sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The more restrictions the better. Encourage people to use designated sites with appropriate facilities. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No freedom parking in this area 
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 



#158 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#166 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 



#199 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Totally agree there should be departure time rules. 

One issue with a 9am/10am exit is that we often come in late after travelling larger distances, will only be staying one 
night but may want to enjoy the area's features for a portion of the day. 

9am allo 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Ensuring Certified Self Contained Vehicles are exactly that" not vehicles purporting to 
be . 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Lack of resources 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Many more areas should have 
camping prohibited 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Limit the areas to designated properly facilitated places; not all public roads 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You represent and are effectively employed by the citizens and ratepayers of Auckland but you are not acting in our best 
interests.  You are allowing too much freedom to temporary visitors.  Do not allow them on every road.  Limit them to 
specific designated parking areas that have proper facilities and make them pay.  It is our city not theirs and it is our 
roads and streets that will be affected.   Who is ever going to enforce the 2 day rule and if so who pays; the rate payer or 
the camper?  Who pays to clean up the mess on the streets?  the ratepayer again not the camper. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#321 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be NO freedom camping allowed anywhere in the Auckland Region. Freedom camping leads to pollution of 
human waste rubbish etc etc . The idea that the Council is even thinking of allowing freedom Camping is an utter 
disgrace. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No freedom camping  
anywhere 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? maximum of two nights and no-return period rule of 14 days are excessively 
restrict. It seems it's only considering the interest of people that were fortunate enough to have a house in a nice place, 
and don't want campers nearby their properties 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People who decided to live fulltime on a self-
contained vehicle, due to the miserable high house prices, will be forced to move every 2 days, That should be at least 5 
days, giving this people the opportunity to settle for a whole business week if they whish 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The rule is too generic, maximum of 2 days if fine for 
Tourist spots, but for public roads is not. For public roads minimum should be 5 days. You could possibly apply 2 
maximum days for the same spot on the road, but for the same road it's unfair, special 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): If the minimum stay is increased to 5 days, I think the 
no return of 2 weeks it's fair. But no-return of two weeks it's only in the interest of selfish residents that lives nearby these 
areas. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If the minimum stay is increased to 5 days, I think the no return of 2 weeks it's fair. But no-return of two weeks it's only in 
the interest of selfish residents that lives nearby these areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think 2 nights is too short. It should be 3 in my opinion. 
This civers public holidays And long weekends. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting re 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Prevents people from camping out longer term and rough sleepers /homeless people 
living there permanently 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

People should not be able to just move from street to street to get around the rules  

We should not have different rules vs other regions which have greater restrictions than what are proposed here . 

No residential streets should be part of the freedom camping zones  

Prevent people from camping out long term 

Upweight and upgrade rubbish and toilet facilities to cope with increase id demand 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#373 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Tamaki Drive should be a no go zone. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): No freedom campaign at all. Will you be ok with people camping and trashing in front 
of your house Mr mayor? 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rule is no freedom camping at all in Auckland. Make some reserved areas where people need to pay some 
small fee to generate money to maintain the area. Imagine Mission Bay full of camper vans with no car park space for 
visitors.  Who will guarantee people will obey to the rules? What will happen with people trashing the place in front of 
your property? Is that the way you want to solve the problem of homeless??? 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No dates at all. No for freedom camping 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any where 
in Auckland 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No Freedom camping any 
where in Auckland 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The community in whole 
saint Heliers, Kohimarama, mission bay, glendowie and Orakei will fight against this bylaw in our area.  

No to any Freedom Camping any where here 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The community in whole saint 
Heliers, Kohimarama, mission bay, glendowie and Orakei will fight against this bylaw in our area.  

No to any Freedom Camping any where here 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 



#375 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Thete should be no overnight 
freedom camping on Tamaki Drive or any adjacent streets up to 400 m from Tamaki Drive  as it is far too popular 
from early until late daily ,with locals and day visitors that live in Auckland 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#377 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should only be allowed in designated areas.  Freedom camping negatively impacts on the wellbeing of 
people who live and work in Auckland residential areas by taking up car parks, using amenities and blocking access and 
views. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
prohibited throughout Orakei, mission bay, Kohimarama and St Heliers.  

This area is already congested and short on parking - weekend users/ day trippers already block streets/access 
for locals.  No freedom camping should be allowed anywhere along tamaki drive, around local reserves or on 
residential roads in this area.   

 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not allowing freedom campers in and around tamaki drive. They are 
notorious for their environmental pollution. There are plenty of camp grounds around the Auckland region that will help 
regulate the waste that is dumped in public places that freedom campers do 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

So not allow freedom campers in the area. It is too busy an area to have full of camper vans and rubbish 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 



#379 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 
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Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds. There’s enough pollution in the area without campers adding to it 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Whau Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers are a 
menace.  They leave their rubbish and waste in the street or where they park up. They should stick to camp 
grounds 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#380 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not believe the proposed general rules are the correct ones. I believe the rule 
should be NO freedom camping within Auckland City. There should be designated areas on the outer city limit for 
freedom camping and campers could travel in to the city each day. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Yes. Freedom camping should be kept outside the inner city and placed in 
designated areas to avoid further congestion, impact on parking availability in popular areas, pollution from food and 
general litter ,  and unsightly vans everywhere. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not believe the proposed general rules are the correct ones. I believe the rule should be NO freedom camping within 
Auckland City. There should be designated areas on the outer city limit for freedom camping and campers could travel in 
to the city each day. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I come from Seattle where people are living (not visiting) in camper vans all over the 
city.  They can simply move their vehicle after 3 days to one space different and the city has no ability to make them 
leave the area.  There are many streets and areas full of people living in vehicles and preventing public access to the 
parking. It is a health and safety issue. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Having no restrictions in Auckland will leave open the door for the system to be abused and in the process change the 
city and access to public spaces for the people who live here.  Camping should be in designated areas, not public streets 
or parking lots. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#387 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an inappropriate area 
as it is for citizens to access the library, businesses, and healthcare.  There is limited parking in the area already. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the 
maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): These general rules are too loose. Require tighter rules to prevent streets being 
taken over by campers ! 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Tp prevent streets being blocked by unlimited campers every 2 days.   As it is they 
just can move street to street indefinitely 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Very important to change the proposed act to prevent long term parking of campers all around Auckland including 
residential streets 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): They shouldn’t be able to go where they want on our street and I don’t agree with the 
areas covered by this rule . 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No campers on tamaki drive or surrounding eastern bays streets.  Dangerous enough for kids on these roads without 
adding large campers to contend with 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? You are going to let people 
freedom camp on streets outside primary schools and ECEs? Really not smart. Safety risk here is huge! 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):They should be truly self contained. There are 
too many examples of self contained vehicles that have minimal facilities to comply but they are never used. Strengthen 
the definition of self contained 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This gives more people the opportunity to use the limited parking spaces 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade? 
Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve? 
Departure time, No-return policy 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should be highly regulated if allowed in busy city areas, parks and beaches. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Local amenities are for local people first then outsiders with restrictions on the outsiders to ensure they can visit but not 
at the expense of the locals right to enjoy their area.  Experience has showed that unless there are strict enforced rules 
freedom campers deprive locals of thee right to enjoyment of their local area. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There have already been 40 
car parks removed from St Heliers shopping zone this year. We can not loose more 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  



#397 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the council should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why is this the only place it is 
not allowed. Ridiculous! A library car park. But allowed anywhere else.  

 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules are better than no rules BUT I STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE Freedom 
Camping on any residential streets at any time ever! 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Self-containment only works if the occupants use the self-contained facility.  There HAS to be penalties applied if they do 
not - eg. relieving themselves on the side of the road. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I know I am repeating myself but I really mean what I am saying:  I STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE Freedom Camping on any 
residential streets at any time ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#404 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE 
Freedom Camping on any residential streets at any time ever! 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I STRENUOUSLY OPPOSE 
Freedom Camping on any residential streets at any time ever! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People should not be allowed to camo 
anywhere in our city boundaries unless it is a certified camp ground 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather 
than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The self contained sticker seems easy to get and no checking to see vehicle is self contained.  Have seen many parked 
in whangamata by public toilet and showers  making full use of public facility.  Rubbish bins overflowing. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#412 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't want campers or camper vans parked along tamaki drive or nearby streets 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 



#415 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, 
Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same placeNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require 
campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#418 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rules should aim to allow only holiday makers on route to their next destination not those permanently living in camper 
and who are better off in camp grounds with proper facilities. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#423 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Should not be allowed to stay on any street, only in a 
proper camp ground or similar or else we will end up having homeless people living on the street. It is already happening. 
Give them somewhere to live, this is just being lazy and hiding a problem. A 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Why are we paying rates then to have people being cheap and living or camping on 
the street, can guarantee the majority of these people are NOT ratepayers 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): These have been worded to be biased & misleading. 
They should not be able to return ever to the same place, it is not necessary unless you are trying to encourage 
homeless people to live on the street 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping is a joke. We’ve seen people littering and worse! The majority are not freedom campers, and create a 
nuisance to the environment and the community. I do not support freedom camping in any form. If you want to camp fine, 
park your campervan in a campground! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#441 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I don’t support this entire proposal  so this question is irrelevant. I 
believe freedom camping should be limited to specific designated locations 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once.  Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If people are in NZ to freedom camp and explore, then they should move on to the 
next place… a campground perhaps 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is of significant 
concern. It is an area widely enjoyed by the local community. My primary concern is that this law will allow 
campers all along Glendowie Rd. This is a residential neighborhood with families. There is already a problem with 
people camping overnight while it is illegal. My mother in law has to clean up after them fairly regularly and has 
even accidentally picked up a used condom. Further up Glendowie Rd is a sailing club where members have an 
expectation of being able to access their club. Allowing unlimited freedom camping along this road will unfairly 
impact residents and members of the sailing  club.  This stretch of road along Glendowie Rd should be prohibited 
from freedom camping 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#446 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would like to see more restricted/prohibited areas in Auckland generally and in particular to do not want to see 
campervans blighting the waterfront areas in Orakei ward when tourism starts again. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As mentioned on previous page, 
I would like freedom camping restricted in all waterfront parks and open areas in Orakei, including along Tamaki 
Drive 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? In Tamaki drive there is already a problem of 
parking during summer, and we 2 days of staying on camper van this will be a mess 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#448 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Campers have no right to stay on Tamaki Drive and the surrounding streets at all - 
they can visit for a few hours and then should move away from prime waterfront sites 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): As a Kohimarama and Parnell property owner I object to any form of freedom 
camping in Tamaki Drive and its surrounding areas. freedom camping should be reserved to 20ks from the CBD 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#484 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If certification is required it must be easily obtained from numerous places such as 
DOC, Park rangers, Councils Parks shops (like Waitakere ranges), suppliers and other outlets  - really cheap 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): noon.  It gives them time to enjoy the morning like go 
for the last swim or walk. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom campers should be made responsible for the tidyness of the immediate area around their vehicle including 
picking up litter or waste (theirs or others) - call it a koha. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Out of the way enables 
enjoyment of the waterfront.  Prohibit freedom camping on Tamaki Drive ( berms and adjoining reserves) and 
especially all boat ramps and manuoevring areas off Tamaki Drive. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#522 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No freedom camping on 
Tamaki Drive please 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Only 2 restricted areas are left close to the Airport. When International or domestic 
travelers in hire Vans need to return the Vans to the hire company they will probably need to stay outside of Auckland the 
night before. Early Van returns will be difficult and probably result in some people missing flights. Airport camping 
facilities will mark Auckland as a city and council who care about tourists. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The huge reduction in campsites and no 
doubt a numbers limit on available spaces in restricted areas will disadvantage campers and mean it will cost to stay in 
Auckland. Senior travelers will probably chose not to visit. This is yet another example of Council having NIMBY attitudes 
to tourists except when they can make a buck out of them. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 



#524 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 nights maximum. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There are 107,000 individual members of the NZ Motor Caravan Association. They Represent 58,000 families. This does 
not include use of rental vehicles or Campervanner's not in the NZMCA. Auckland council is limiting local businesses 
access to this market because of a few unruly people who will not take notice of the By-Laws anyway. It's counter 
productive. Council should provided better services for these people which will help to maintain responsible use of 
facilities.  Having seen businesses like KiwiCard at Bowen town who provide free toilets but charge reasonable rates for 
showers and cooking facilities the council is missing out. Again. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am not happy that freedom campers can park on any street in any suburb.  I have visions of Tamaki Drive being lined 
with freedom campers day in, day out.  There need to be more prohibited and restricted areas - like Mission Bay, 
Takapuna Beach, Glover Park, Vellenoweth Green. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a resident of Glendowie Road 
(24) I would like further information on how far down the road this restriction extend. The road is already an area 
impacted by large groups congregating at night. Residents are impacted by rubbish and noise. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

To be effective, rules have to be enforced, and one of the major problems with freedom camping is just that. There are 
thousands of Toyota van type campers which are manifestly NOT self contained, but manage to get a blue sticker, and 
these cause the problems because they simply do not care, but just looking for a dirt cheap (literally) holiday. They infest 
the entire country and have ruined the freedom camping experience for people who’ve proper s/c  campervans. FYI 
FREEDOM CAMPING is banned in the uk and Europe.. Public health issues especially  during   COvid  should be 
foremost in the Councils decisions. We cannot go back to the hordes of cheap tourists who could not care less about the 
environment. We must move on.  What about Climate change? It is all relevant 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do believe people of NZ should be allowed to travel and stay in places of nature freely, where there are amenities they 
should and would be used. I suggest more maintained/services amenities should be available where camping is taking 
place and waste dump sites. Currently many are living in cars and vans and tents. Please help provide basic human 
requirements of fresh water and toilets for these areas. This way of life for many is going to increase, you have travellers 
who are able to move on however many need to work in the day and require a safe place to return of an evening - people 
need areas they can return to daily to feel secure and have basic needs met. Water and toilets. Provide these things help 
them don’t turn a up coming generation into nomads.  

Shower rooms open 24/7 that people can pay for, set rules and regulations for these. Help this next generation, food 
forest areas, food pantries, it makes it easier if we know where people are camping at night for others to help. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please look at me other answer. We need to have foresight that areas of help and security with amenities need to be 
provided across Nz in every county 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#565 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support any Freedom Camping in a city, and in fact I do not support ANY 
length of stay at all. Freedom camping takes away from accommodation businesses and peoples jobs 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I do not support any Freedom Camping in a city, and 
I do not support any length of stay at all 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I do not support any Freedom Camping in a city, and I 
do not support any length of stay at all 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would just like to make the following statement as I believe other cities like Tauranga and Gisborne have much greater 
protections for residential streets in their Freedom Camping Bylaws than the ones that Auckland Council are proposing.   

As you are aware, under the Auckland Council proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw an unlimited number of certified 
vans/caravans will be permitted to park and live throughout Auckland’s suburban streets as well as along Tamaki Drive. 
The proposed Bylaw effectively means a Freedom Camper can live indefinitely in any suburb they choose, as long as 
that suburb has 7 or more streets.   

I believe that Freedom Camping is a great Kiwi experience but it should be an experience based where there is little to 
no infrastructure, not in the middle of a city.   

  

Freedom Camping is about getting amongst it, getting into nature and feeling the grass under your feet and the wind in 
your hair, not parking in a suburban street for 3 nights then moving around the corner for 3 nights, or even to another 
location around a city.  

  

Cities have infrastructure that have been built and developed at great cost to taxpayers, to individuals and to businesses; 
there are hotels, motels, Air BnBs, bed & breakfasts, hostels and campgrounds - all manner of accommodation is 
available at every price point, and that accommodation and those business owners pay ground rent, rates, water use, 
power etc, and employ people.   
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What will happen to accommodation places like those, as well as to the existing campgrounds and caravan parks?   

  

Freedom Camping erodes revenue from these existing businesses. These businesses have spent a lot of money to put 
the appropriate infrastructure in place, to make sleeping there safe and secure, and who pay rent for the land, the 
Council rates, and not to mention creating jobs for workers such as cleaners, gardeners, front desk personnel, office 
administration, telephonists etc.   

  

Freedom Camping means livelihoods are reduced and we will end up with more people out of work and in financial 
difficulties. Freedom Camping takes the income from those business owners and operators, and in today’s climate where 
industries and businesses are doing it tough, Freedom Camping takes away and reduces their ability to put food on the 
table for their own families.  

  

In addition, who polices a Freedom Camper? Who knocks on the van door and says “you’ve been here 3 days, time to 
move on”? No one can monitor the time spent in each area, and no one is going to be driving through every single 
Auckland street with a little black book noting licence plates and asking a Freedom Camper to move around the block.  

In the case of our delicate foreshore and Tamaki Drive, Freedom Camping will make parking very difficult overall but 
especially so for visitors, non-residents and disabled people, taking away their opportunity to promenade and enjoy the 
area. Effectively, parking a certified vehicle along Tamaki Drive will block access to all other users or visitors for 3 days/2 
nights before being required to move only a few feet away to a nearby street.   

I previously lived in an area where Freedom Camping was common and the Council Bylaw for it was in fact even more 
rigid to the one being proposed. The issue experienced there were numerous and were largely social ones, including 
drug dealing to supplement income as well as drug and alcohol abuse, assaults and an increase in crime, especially 
petty theft, as well as defecating and urinating in the streets and long stays in one place. For some, their Freedom 
Camper vehicle became their full-time home and all because the local Council had thought it was a nice, wonderful 
experience to legislate its acceptance - which it is! - but human nature means that people largely take advantage if they 
can.  

If the Council are wanting local foreshore areas to be safe havens for Freedom Camping then maybe areas of Bastion 
Point or Okahu Bay could be developed at the cost of the local Iwi, with the local Iwi building infrastructure like toilets, 
shower blocks and kitchens, and with people hired to run these as campgrounds where people can camp as an 
alternative to Freedom Camping, but with the local Iwi benefiting from the income? Perhaps that’s an option which could 
also benefit our community instead of Freedom Camping?   

I just feel Freedom Camping in our cities is not only inappropriate, it takes away from businesses and livelihoods. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would just like to make the following statement as I believe other cities like Tauranga and Gisborne have much greater 
protections for residential streets in their Freedom Camping Bylaws than the ones that Auckland Council are proposing.   

As you are aware, under the Auckland Council proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw an unlimited number of certified 
vans/caravans will be permitted to park and live throughout Auckland’s suburban streets as well as along Tamaki Drive. 
The proposed Bylaw effectively means a Freedom Camper can live indefinitely in any suburb they choose, as long as 
that suburb has 7 or more streets.   

I believe that Freedom Camping is a great Kiwi experience but it should be an experience based where there is little to 
no infrastructure, not in the middle of a city.   

  

Freedom Camping is about getting amongst it, getting into nature and feeling the grass under your feet and the wind in 
your hair, not parking in a suburban street for 3 nights then moving around the corner for 3 nights, or even to another 
location around a city.  
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Cities have infrastructure that have been built and developed at great cost to taxpayers, to individuals and to businesses; 
there are hotels, motels, Air BnBs, bed & breakfasts, hostels and campgrounds - all manner of accommodation is 
available at every price point, and that accommodation and those business owners pay ground rent, rates, water use, 
power etc, and employ people.   

What will happen to accommodation places like those, as well as to the existing campgrounds and caravan parks?   

  

Freedom Camping erodes revenue from these existing businesses. These businesses have spent a lot of money to put 
the appropriate infrastructure in place, to make sleeping there safe and secure, and who pay rent for the land, the 
Council rates, and not to mention creating jobs for workers such as cleaners, gardeners, front desk personnel, office 
administration, telephonists etc.   

  

Freedom Camping means livelihoods are reduced and we will end up with more people out of work and in financial 
difficulties. Freedom Camping takes the income from those business owners and operators, and in today’s climate where 
industries and businesses are doing it tough, Freedom Camping takes away and reduces their ability to put food on the 
table for their own families.  

  

In addition, who polices a Freedom Camper? Who knocks on the van door and says “you’ve been here 3 days, time to 
move on”? No one can monitor the time spent in each area, and no one is going to be driving through every single 
Auckland street with a little black book noting licence plates and asking a Freedom Camper to move around the block.  

In the case of our delicate foreshore and Tamaki Drive, Freedom Camping will make parking very difficult overall but 
especially so for visitors, non-residents and disabled people, taking away their opportunity to promenade and enjoy the 
area. Effectively, parking a certified vehicle along Tamaki Drive will block access to all other users or visitors for 3 days/2 
nights before being required to move only a few feet away to a nearby street.   

I previously lived in an area where Freedom Camping was common and the Council Bylaw for it was in fact even more 
rigid to the one being proposed. The issue experienced there were numerous and were largely social ones, including 
drug dealing to supplement income as well as drug and alcohol abuse, assaults and an increase in crime, especially 
petty theft, as well as defecating and urinating in the streets and long stays in one place. For some, their Freedom 
Camper vehicle became their full-time home and all because the local Council had thought it was a nice, wonderful 
experience to legislate its acceptance - which it is! - but human nature means that people largely take advantage if they 
can.  

If the Council are wanting local foreshore areas to be safe havens for Freedom Camping then maybe areas of Bastion 
Point or Okahu Bay could be developed at the cost of the local Iwi, with the local Iwi building infrastructure like toilets, 
shower blocks and kitchens, and with people hired to run these as campgrounds where people can camp as an 
alternative to Freedom Camping, but with the local Iwi benefiting from the income? Perhaps that’s an option which could 
also benefit our community instead of Freedom Camping?   

I just feel Freedom Camping in our cities is not only inappropriate, it takes away from businesses and livelihoods. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

What do we do if people are not obeying the rules / dumping waste water into stormwater drains etc....?  What's the 
probability of them being 'caught' or 'fined' before they are required to depart at 8am or 9am?  How easily can this be 
enforced? 

There needs to be a lot more prohibited areas, including beach fronts, beach carparks, parks and roads within close 
vicinity of popular areas.  I would be concerned if I lived in these locations (or any area to be honest), where strangers 
are staying overnight on the streets.  There would be safety concerns, walking home from bus stops at dusk past 
campers with unknown people.  Are they allowed to setup deck chairs and tables on the grass curb sides, right in front a 
private property where the resident would normally except privacy or people only walking down the street?  Would they 
be taking up valuable car parking space for residents in the evenings? Some streets could become over-run with 
continual freedom campers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

How would you enforce payment of fines from overseas visitors that break the bylaws?  Other regions (e.g. Queenstown) 
have significant issues freedom camping and the mess left behind.  Cities around NZ have created greater protection in 
the freedom camping bylaws. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#590 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#618 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The area of Tamaki Drive 
from Achilles Point to Judges Bay should be treated as a prohibited area.  This is a resource for all city dwellers 
to enjoy the Waitemata.  The zone is already under pressure and parking is difficult for short-term visitors.  
Allowing freedom camping in this zone will limit the ability of Aucklanders to enjoy this space and also add to an 
already sizeable rubbish problem in this zone. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): They should be banned full stop. There are designated areas called camp sites they 
should use. All residential areas should be a no go. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): O days, because the enforceability on residential streets 
is nigh on impossible. That is why we have camp grounds. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): We have children walking to school and it aligns with a lot of business hours. I know 
from comments from single females and children how intimidating freedom camping vans can be. Their safety should be 
a priority. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Freedom campers should not be permitted to return to 
the same spot. Otherwise you will just have groups rotating between streets (as we currently have in our area). 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They should be banned full stop, but as that takes legislative change Auckland Council should show leadership and 
make freedom campers only stay in registered campsites. This creates controls, reduces the potential environmental 
impact an d reduces potential risks to residents. If they are visiting from oversees and can afford flights, they can afford a 
few bucks to stay in a registered area. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We all know that despite your best intentions, these by laws are totally unenforceable. Do you really expect the streets of 
Auckland will be patrolled to make sure people are abiding by the rules. Of course they won't. Make them stay in camp 
sites where they can actually be controlled and monitored. No brainer. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of 
freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: No return, period! 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? Nowhere. 
Have you considered that freedom campers will naturally migrate to places where people, including families visit? 
This will impact kids getting to (and enjoying) sport, getting to the beach, walking in parks. Not to mention the 
destruction that will be created to our environment. Unless you have lived in a cocoon, we have all seen the 
mess, including faeces, that is created by allowing them 'freedom' 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The options you provide are 
ridiculous. Freedom campers basically have carte blanche to park up anywhere. Think about the community and 
protect it, if they are permitted make it be in camp sites. Why should they be able to stay on any road they fancy. 
And who is going to enforce it. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#626 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There should be way more prohibited and restricted areas, the list is way to small for the Auckland area. 

More areas must be added to the lists.  

All residential areas including side of road, grass verge, streets, roads should have No freedom camping allowed.  

Kids playgrounds,  parks, other car parks must have more freedom camping rules, more than just the 4 proposed general 
rules. 

These rules must have set guidance to explain the requirements for noise control, waste control, litter control, anti social 
behaviour rules and for other community laws that police have control of and will act on if those laws are broken.  

Number of freedom vehicles per street /road place etc should be set to only 2 self contained vehicles  

Any more that 2 vehicles it becomes a party. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of 
freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom camping 
parking spaces within this area 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 4 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return policy, Proposed location of freedom camping 
parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Ban freedom camping from residential areas period. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? not allow them to park on residential roads at all, especially in Omaha8 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#789 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

None other than any regulation should absolutely prohibit freedom camping on residential streets rather than specific 
identified areas which are sufficiently away from residential. The general rules should therefore be completely 
abandoned to reflect this. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers. 
Freedom camping is not appropriate on residential streets.  The councils general rules will be ineffectual and 
unenforceable and will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? No freedpm camping in Auckland. 

This is a city, not a mobile carpark. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Ban it everywherei in urban areas, except lomited designated areas 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Reduce street parking. 

Unruly 'tenants' in street with no responsibility 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Any time limit can be worked around by moving from A 
to B...so quasi permanent & thus defeating purpose of rules. Ban freedom camping. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping at all 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No freedom camping in urban Auckland 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Not allowed at all 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Never allowed 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  



#799 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some 
people,Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The rules would allow freedom campers to park up ALL the beach side public roads 
e.g. Tamaki drive , on the beach side. Parking already at a premium. And beaches appearance spoilt by campers and all 
their gear. 

No parking on roads adjoining beaches or parks. No parking in residential streets within City limits. If you want to pay 
nothing, then you should only be allowed to park in rural auckland where there are very few houses. Way outside the city 
boundaries. Or pay for a camp site. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I pay rates to have the parks and beaches 
maintained for public use not for camping. Campers with their washing hanging out and kitchen set ups in public places 
is ugly. Also more importantly AC is now allowing very dense housing in every street with only 1 car park per dwelling. 
There is already a huge shortage of off street parking in many many streets. This law will mean that campers get priority 
over residents to park. It's insane thinking! Almost like one arm of Ac does not know or care what the other is doing! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Self containment is just box ticking. Very very 
few will use their own unless in an Rv. The problem if people shitting and peeing in public spaces will get worse . 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The rules are Impossible to enforce. Not enough staff to 
patrol all of akl. Tourists don't pay parking fines in most cases. Sell the van and fly off. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Impossible to enforce effectively across all of Akl. 
Has anyone worked out how many more staff would be needed to ticket Vehicles. And how do you distinguish between 
Akl residents parking outside their homes in such vehicles, and those who are camping ?? 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Again impossible to enforce. Or are you proposing g to 
put up cameras in EVERY SINGLE STREET?? 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I strongly oppose freedom camping in Akl. Not enough off street parking already in many areas and this problem will 
increase significantly over the next 2 to 3 years. This bylaws is creating an even bigger parking  problem. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#846 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#850 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Allow freedom camping in designated areas only 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Self-containment should only be certified when 
there’s a toilet cube with a door inside the campervan. I can definitely guarantee that camper with a toilet in the middle of 
the room will less likely use it and be more likely to pollute the public ground they’re staying on. Most of those campers 
haven’t even used that kind of  toilet (without door) yet, it’s usually  only there to get the SCC sticker. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 



#896 

 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 



#896 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#896 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 



#920 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom campers should NOT be allowed to stay at all 
on residential streets 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom campers should have to vacate by 7am 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom campers should not be allowed to camp on residential roads 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I don’t want any freedom camping on residential streets 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? More restrictive rules. Stay only 1 night & locked out for 4 weeks after 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain): We need clear and robust rules and standards to describe clear boundaries of 
acceptable behaviour, and consequences for breaches. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): The reality is that many freedom campers are travelling on a tight budget, and so will 
be tempted to take advantage of shortcuts.  The residents bear the burden of these decisions, as the travellers leave.  It 
is to everyone's advantage that there is an unambiguous standard. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We must have strong standards and clear consequences for breaches of rules/standards. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The bylaws will only work if they are enforced and have teeth.  It will be a considerable burden on Council to monitor 
compliance but it is vital that Council activities are very visible, fair, but aligned with protecting our environment.  Visitor 
experience is important, but not at the expense of drops in standards.  This requires pro-activity, monitoring and 
imposition of sanctions so that the message of clear - freedom camping does not mean freedom to negatively impact 
Aucklander's home environments. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Campers should use camping grounds in all situations. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No to freedom camping, full stop! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Ban freedom camping 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Make it illegal across the city. Let them stay in areas such as camp grounds or council 
owned land but not on surburban streets anywhere 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Auckland does not need this 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain): Aucklands residential tweets should not be opened at all to freedom camping. 
Freedom camping belongs in designated freedom camping sites, not across residential suburbs 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should not be in residential streets, they should be prohibited, in 
all other areas the maximum stay should be one night 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#973 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Parking access to all other users is vital, out by at the latest 8 am 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It should be no return for 4 weeks BUT to the whole suburb, not just the carpark they 
left. If you have NO RETURN TO JusT THE CARPARK THEN THE VEHICLE CAN STAY ACROSS OUR SUBURB 
INDEFINITELY AND THIS IS LUDICROUS. It needs to be NO return to the whole suburb for 4 weeks 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Residential streets should be prohibited. Gisborne City Council have as a prohibited zone their whole urban boundary, 
with just designated sites for freedom camping, Tauranga has not in front of houses or businesses. AK needs a general 
rule that protects our residential streets like these two more onto Councils have done. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping Act enables you to prohibit areas. Our residential streets should be a prohibited area. The Act 
requires you to not have a total ban. By having 19 freedom camping sites across Auckland this satisfies the Act. Your 
General rules do not go far enough in protecting residential streets, this will be a disaster for some areas.  

Tamaki Drive from the  Kohimarama yatch club to the Mission Bay entrance needs to be a prohibited area. This is used 
by thousands of people a week, already there is no parking, having vans being able to park up and block access for 3 
days is ludicrous. The freedom Camping Act allows you to prohibit this area of Tamaki Drive based on protecting Access 
to all. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#991 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Prohibition is excessive and 
against the spirit of the legislation - what is so special about this area? Seems a suitable place for freedom 
camping to me. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is not acceptable to have almost all residential streets open to freedom camping.  This is unacceptable to residents in 
areas where parking is already tight. Increasing housing intensification is only going to make the problem of street 
parking worse. There should be designated areas where freedom camping is allowed that does not affect residents 
ability to park outside or near to their homes.   

Local businesses also need to be considered as freedom camping in front of businesses could reduce trade due to lack 
of easy access to that business. Perhaps the council should invest in more appropriate places for freedom camping 
rather than put out its rate payers. If there are only 90 odd places available currently for freedom camping, surely that is a 
sign that there should be more designated places made available or created, rather than placing the burden on city 
residents to house them on their streets. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers park up and then their activities always expand outside the vehicle to the immediate vicinity. Open 
doors, preparing and eating food, awnings, outside seating - all of these normal camping activities are suitable for a 
limited and use-specific type of park-up environment ONLY. Freedom campers should not be able to park-up and camp 
on ANY residential streets e.g. all of Tamaki Drive, nor any area which is a popular location for locals to enjoy e.g. 
Cornwall Park.  

A minimum stay period and no-return period are great ideas in principal but almost impossible to enforce in reality unless 
freedom campers pay a levy in their rental fee (not all freedom campers are renters btw), to fund this enforcement. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

In general the privelege of Freedom Camping and the benefits it gives those who participate in it,  should come with 
additional restrictions to ensure the protection of our environment and safety of the populace within it. 

If staying at a designated camp ground, clear rules apply - so giving people the privelege to 'freedom' camp, relying as it 
does on self-regulation, the integrity and honesty of those involved, should be balanced by stricter rules and penalties. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Add Tamaki Drive to the prohibited list. This road - from Mission Bay to St. Heliers - is in high demand for daily use by 
the community. Freedom campers will interfere with local use and create safety issues. Parking along the walking/biking 
path is already precarious due to the lack of a median between the paths and road in most spots. Having freedom 
campers set up tables or regularly open doors will interfere with pedestrian use and poses a significant danger to cyclists 
in particular. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As already mentioned, all of 
Tamaki Drive should be restricted, as should all local village/suburb on-street parking areas, not just carparks like 
that for the St. Heliers library, Misson Bay off-street parking, Kohimarama Beach, etc. Freedom CAMPING versus 
Freedom 'parking up for the night' are two totally different things....assuming the latter does not involve any more 
than activities inside the camper van i.e. no awnings, open doors, activities that 'spill out' onto the immediate 
external environment, which can impede, otherwise hinder or disturb other people's free and unfettered rights to 
enjoy the environment. 

 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't 
know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people, 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Allowing freedom camping on residential streets will adversely impact residents in 
terms of their peaceful enjoyment of their homes and access to parking. It seems unlikely that council will police the 
campers properly - it already struggles with noise control etc 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? See comment above 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Freedom camping should NOT be allowed on roadsides.  There are enough Auckland 
campgrounds, and council facilities to park on already. This change will not only increase  waste from freedom campers 
outside private homes, but also present a security risk to homeowners. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): NO freedom camping on roadside. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): NO freedom camping on roadside. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): NO freedom camping on roadside. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This new rule is an attack against ratepayers. It will encourage crime, diminish health and safety, and WILL be an 
environmental nightmare. We have had vans WITH self containment stickers park outside our home and they have 
emptied their waste in our drains, used our outdoor water tap (attached to the house) to top up their water tanks and 
dumped hard waste on our grass verge. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This will at the very least 
keep unsightly vans off Tamaki dr 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The penalty for the issue of an Infringement notice should be larger 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Not suitable for freedom 
campers 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be specified areas 
for Freedom campers along tamaki Dr/ Cliff Road as this is an area used extensively by the general public and 
campers would limit use of this area by Aucklanders 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Keep freedom campers all together in specific areas NOT residential areas. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers are NOT suitable to be scattered around Auckland. Keep them in designated areas where they can be 
monitored and the area can be cleaned up after they leave. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping should not be allowed in urban areas or areas where there 
are no public facilities 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Capervan rental companies apparently offer discounts for not using the self contained toilet, which is then taped up, so 
just because a van is self contained it is not necessarily being used. Would be good to regulate the rental industry to 
make this practice illegal. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1094 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#1098 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): NO freedom camping  anywhere on Tamaki Drive 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): NO freedom camping anywhere on Tamaki Drive 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): NO parking anywhere on Tamaki Drive 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

C E Archibald 

3/287 Tamaki Drive 

Kohimarama 

Auckland 1071 

re Proposed Freedom Camping on Tamaki Drive. 

We are residents on Tamaki Drive, Kohimarama.  

We oppose the suggestion to allow Freedom Camping on any part of Tamaki Drive. 

Roadside parking on Tamaki Drive is at a premium all year around. 

From early morning until late afternoon people drive here to gain access to the beach to walk their dog, swim, pursue kite 
boarding, paddle boarding, launch their boats at the boat ramp and then try to find parking for their car and trailer along 
Tamaki Drive. 

A huge amount of parking has been lost to the recently dedicated, coned off cycle lane on the seaward side. This has 
accentuated the parking problem in the area. 

The Kohimarama Yacht Club holds sailing days during the year and many members drive here with their yacht on a 
trailer and park and unload their yachts. This they used to do in relative safety on the roadside which is now a cycle lane. 
Now these people must somehow find parking for their car and boat trailer in the side roads which is not easy and 
causes further congestion in the area and is a road safety issue. 
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During the fine weather in summer, groups of people drive here by mid-morning, set up their tents and BBQ’s and stay all 
day, many not leaving until 3 or 4am the following day, some of them “entertaining us’’ with their anti-social behaviour 
and noisy boom box ‘’music.’’ 

Once a week during the summer months the Barfoot and Thompson swimming event is held at Kohimarama Beach in 
the late afternoon and again parking is very difficult to find for the people who drive here to take part and or watch the 
events. 

The last thing this area needs is to allow large Freedom Camping vehicles to parked on Tamaki Drive occupying the 
space which is already insufficient for locals.   

This is very much a road safety issue as people crossing Tamaki Drive do so at their peril due to the volume of traffic. 
Large, parked vehicles increase the risk for pedestrians trying to cross the road as these vehicles reduce the visual 
warning drivers have of seeing someone needing to cross, often accompanied by young children and lots of baggage.  

Tamaki Drive is a residential area and is a very busy main thoroughfare and should not become a freedom camping area 
where large vehicles can and would become a permanent hazard. 

Charles Archibald 

021 943 804 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

NO freedom camping anywhere on Tamaki Drive 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Freedom campers would affect our view of 
the waterfront, they would affect security in our street and noise levels. They would have an immediate negative impact 
in multiple ways to our home environment and we do not see why we should have to cater for them after paying top 
dollar for an Auckland home. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1134 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):We do not want them in our street in any form. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): We do not want them in our street even for one night. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Ridiculous as no one is going to police this. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): We do not want them in our street at all. No one would 
police this rule anyway. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom campers should not be allowed to camp wherever they like and affect people's lives in their own homes and 
streets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1139 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Install cameras in sensitive areas and have fines for trash being left etc 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Homeless people or travellers in cars. Covid 
has to put a lot of pressure on people and not everyone can afford a self sustained unit 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could 
mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): One week 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general ruleNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it 
much more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

How will any of these bylaws be enforced to ensure compliance? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Ban Freedom camping from urban areas as they are already heavily used by 
the public which leads to noise pollution, traffic congestionand parking difficulties and rubbish being left behind. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Stringent policing of the rules by officials checking areas regularly, fines being handed out 
and Freedom camping status taken away for multiple infringements 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in urban areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): In some more remote areas the blocking of access to parking may not be an issue 
but parking in most areas of Auckland is hard enough.  Locals or day visitors also support local businesses, sometimes 
more than freedom campers. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping could be improved by specifying and identifying areas people can freedom camp as opposed to 
allowing camping anywhere bar a few prohibited places.  Having such a broad area for freedom camping makes it 
impossible for Auckland Councils to properly check and enforce compliance of the rules in all the places.   Providing 
identified areas and maps highlighting areas where freedom camping is allowed would provide clarity and clear 
guidelines for freedom campers as well as providing a manageble area for councils to check on and enforce compliance. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping locations 
should be kept to a manageable size and only allowed in identified areas. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#1245 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1245 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I do not support freedom campers parking up in 
residential streets, between private driveways. I pay my rates and do  not want campers outside my house., Therefore I 
support zero nights allowed in residential streets. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I support a zero return, in other words they should not 
be able to come back at all to urban residential streets of Auckland. If there is off road parking, fine. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I dont want freedom campers in urban residential streets. There should be designated areas only for freedom camping. 
They dont pay fees and often they leave rubbish behind. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It should be prohibited in all 
buildibng carparks such as all libraries. Should be prohibited on all residential streets in greater Auckland 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping on a 
restricted basis should be allowed in all areas where there are grassed off road areas in addition to the road and 
footpaths. Should not be allowed on residential streets. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people, 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom campers make no contribution to the facilities provided in an area by 
ratepayers. They are free loaders and allowing them to free load off ratepayers adversely impacts back backer 
accomodations, camp grounds and motels, all of which do contribute to paying for local facilities. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The Council’s General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads. There will be a substantial loss of amenity for residents in streets favoured by freedom campers. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in residential streets rather designated camping areas 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Strongly oppose freedom camping in residential streets 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should not be allowed under any conditions on residential streets 
or reserves in residential areas. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed under any conditions on residential streets or reserves in residential areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed under any conditions on residential streets or reserves in residential areas of 
Auckland. There is nothing in these bylaws that will prevent an explosion in the numbers of freedom campers and their 
vehicles residing on our residential streets. The rate paying residents of Auckland do not want any of this. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The general rules will unfairly 
impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I support dedicated freedom camping areas, but not in public streets.   We are near a 
Council park that regularly has freedom campers stay overnight without issue regardless of current rules.  I cannot 
understand how the Council would actively govern the proposed rules of 2 days and relocation  distances. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Parking already is  issue in our street. The 
street is not far from city/waterfront and next to park facilities- so appealing to campers. We could end up with multiple 
freedom campers in our street. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Monitoring and enforcement is likely to be ineffective and very expensive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1302 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#1317 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain): Probably impracticable to provide adequate information to advise free campers of 
local requirements eg by use of signage, media and so on. When vehicle certification is carried out information packs 
could be supplied by the (duly authorised) certifying agent. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain): Question: Under what criteria will certification be offered ie what is regarded as "safe" 
for vehicles living in residential streets with many children and older residents 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): A one night stay with early departure of say 8am would 
be more suitable to prevent freecamping vehicles blocking access for all users to public spaces eg waterfront, beach and 
residential side streets. In the case of Burwood Crescent there have been four 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I would support an 8am departure time (if residential 
freecamping is permitted at all)to minimise impact on local traffic eg school (Burwood Crescent is heavily used by 
Baradene and St Kentigens students/parents) and business travel; also on the activitie 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Preferably a non return period for a suburb as this prevents freecampers camping 
permanently in a suburb eg as I understand Whangarei has comendably required. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I question how these rules will be policed over designated areas and (hopefully not) residential streets in Auckland. I am 
unaware of any planning/budgetting for resourcing and administration of the proposed new freecamping bylaw and 
consider it inappropriate to introduce such a bylaw until that has been done 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am unfamiliar with that area 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't 
know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am unfamiliar with that area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#1318 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1322 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in residential streets full stop 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
banned around the eastern suburbs and tamaki drive as it causes rubbish , unruly behaviour and pollution. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be set designated areas not the ability to park anywhere that it is not prohibited 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom campers should park in designated areas with facilities not all council land and public roads 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping in beachfront 
suburbs where storm water can overflow to beach should not be allowed as they are renown for disposing of 
sewage and rubbish irresponsibly 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1353 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should NOT be allowed in residential streets and places like Tamaki Drive AT ALL. Ridiculous!!! There 
isn't enough parking for residents 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regards to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will be ineffectual and also 
unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I holiday at Buckletons Beach in Rodney and I do not believe it is appropriate for freedom campers to use Buckelton 
Road for camping as it is a small and narrow road and already very busy over summer. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Mission Bay Business Association 

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We would like to see freedom 
camping prohibited in the carparks on Selwyn Reserve. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping for those on a holiday should be considered quite 
differently than for those living in a vehicle-that is either survival or a life choice, not camping. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Yes. Taxpayers and home owners do not 
want people camping/living in neighbourhoods or at public facilities/parks and allowing it is likely to inhibit enjoyment of 
the communal space 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We do not have enough police to enforce these rules 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Stays on residential streets should be actively discouraged with one night only 
allowed as a safety issue so campers have somewhere to go if they cant find a proper serviced camping ground. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Bylaw should not encourage campers to treat residential streets as camping grounds. 
This use  invariably conflicts with the rights and wishes of resident ratepayers other than local businesses who may see 
campers as customers 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Restrictions should be applied to 
The Parade where it borders Vellenoweth Green. 

Campers routinely stay there for extended periods flouting the 2 day rule. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Blanket prohibition of freedom camping in the megacity of Auckland. It is 
unrealistic given lack of enforcement manpower to expect that there will be resources available yo informed ANY rules, 
there to allow freedom camping even with rules, is tantamount to giving free reign to the detriment of Auckland City 
residents. Council surely could govern with the simple rule of do no harm. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

These are unenforcement with the current budgetary restraints on Auckland residences and will cost more the enforce 
and them rectify damage caused, than there is money available. There are no benefits to Auckland rate payers to 
allowing freedom camping in a modern city. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

They are not enforceable. So why bring further stress and distress to residents if Auckland. Auckland  should not be 
treated like a rural trust town. It is a commerical centre and needs to provide safe residential areas for workers to stay in 
the city, bearing the high costs to keep the city's economy going. It is quite bewildering that councillors think that the city 
economy would benefit from budget travellers? Youth hostels adequately service that area. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There us already significant 
crime in the Irakei area that police do not have the resources to deal with. This is not a rural national park, it is 
people's home and there is no venefit only the risk of harm,  be it ohysical or environmental to residents by 
allowing freedom camping. Please refer to previous significant feedback given by residents. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I think you should consider making boat ramps with adjoining parking areas banned zones. They would be attractive to 
campers because they’re literally sea side. Omaha boat ramp is a good example, it is extremely busy and not enough 
parking for boat trailers compared  to how much demand has grown which means on a busy day there are boat trailers 
parked along omaha drive and adjoining streets up to a km away. It would be infuriating for ramp users to have the 
carpark full of campervans which in summer could easily be 20 to 30 vans. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#1434 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am disappointed that the bylaw  
annoy be applied to on street parkway by areas, especially on Tamaki Dr 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I'm not sure I understand correctly but it looks as though these rules would allow freedom camping along Tamaki Drive 
and surrounding neighborhood streets. Allowing campers to park overnight would block already congested regular daily 
access. It would be unsafe given the already high volume of car and bus traffic as well and bicycles and pedestrians 
along Tamaki Drive and the surrounding streets. It would obstruct access to these areas and block views. 

I have seen first hand the effect of allowing campers  busy urban areas, when living in California, andt in built up 
residential urban areas the only viable option that prevents long term overstaying issues , health and safety problems 
and impact to rate paying local residents is to limit campers and camping to designated serviced camping grounds. 
Freedom camping in urban areas that already have high usage, and limited parking should not be permitted at all. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The area is too urban and too 
busy with foot and cycle traffic to safely consider camper vans. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed under any conditions on residential streets or reserves in residential areas.  if  
anything, they should be allowed in designated areas only. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A one-night stay still gives campers some 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other 
users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Concerning if campers can stay on roads outside residential premises where on road parking is already an issue. Fear 
their rights will override the rights of others and or inappropriate behaviour will not been seen as a priority by other acts 
e.g police/criminal/nuisance. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be more 
prohibited areas in this zone 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 



#1478 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I fundamentally disagree with freedom camping in residential areas. There should be 
dedicated camp grounds for people that want to camp. This is inappropriate and unsafe. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): As stated above, zero. Roads are already highly 
congested, the city is becoming more dense. Taking street parking when many new units / townhouses have little to no 
off street parking is a recipe for disaster! 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#1481 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Very disappointed freedom 
campers can park on Tamaki drive.  All parking should be maximum 460minutes all time of the day and night. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I don’t believe there should be any freedom camping in suburban areas of Auckland. As ratepayers we already pay for 
the services we require and shouldn’t have to subsidise those who choose to live outside these regulations. It is 
expensive to rent in Auckland , and those who rent are also contributing to the cost of Council services. Freedom 
campers are outside these obligations and should use existing camping grounds while in the city. If these are not large 
enough there should be investment into facilities for such campers. 

Living opposite a public park I already witness the abuse of rubbish disposal and high maintenance requirements that are 
being met by the Council and ratepayers. This situation is already inflated and freedom camping would add another 
layer. 

We also experience increase security issues with after hours activities in the park and having people outside our 
neighbourhood community would add another stress to our safety. We all look out and after each other as a community 
but frequently have ‘visitors’ who break the rules and damage park property or the property of those nearby. 

As a citizen of Auckland , and a long term ratepayer, I feel freedom campers staying in suburban streets will alter our 
community and create problems for all in it. Even the procurement of water will be an issue. We have had people use our 
garden supply during the night without our permission. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): People are struggling to own a home and you want these people start camping on 
any and every residential street???? What's wrong with you?????? Zero common sense. It takes millions to buy a 
waterfront property but people can just camp there?? And residents lose parking spaces which are already scarce  ... 
disgusting!! 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Release council owned remote land to them  no freedom camping in main 
residential areas  .... this is a no Brainer. I do t want to wake up and see a freedom camper outside my house on the 
streer because it's public property! I don't want my packages stolen! I don't want to struggle getting in and out of my 
driveway. What about street appeal....you guts are coming up with absolutely useless initiatives....stop it 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping in residential or beachfront or busy roads!!! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No freedom camping in Central auckland!!!! 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should ve 
prohibited in all of Central auckland...this is just wrong!!!!! 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No freedom campers in Central 
Auckland 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I’d prefer more designated areas rather than allowing freedom camping in any residential street. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Mission Bay Kohimarama Residents Association 

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

See attachment for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1491 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Additional prohibited areas 
should be added. Specifically all beachfront locations along Tamaki Drive 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

?  

 

 

 

 



5 December 2021 

Auckland Council 

Feedback on Proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 

We believe that the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw has potentially serious implications 
for the residents on the Mission Bay and Kohimarama areas that we represent, and offer our 
comments and suggestions below. 

1. General rule

We do not support the proposed general rule which allows freedom camping anywhere 
unless specifically prohibited. The current rule may well be too restrictive, but could easily be 
loosened up by adding more acceptable locations. We strongly believe that activities which 
have serious potential to negatively impact communities should have to be assessed first 
before being allowed as of right. 

The community has found to its cost that with such permissive approaches any unexpected 
problems prove almost impossible to correct. For example, if the new rules result in nose to 
tail campervans parked along Tamaki Drive at peak periods, detracting from the area’s 
ambience and causing problems with access, parking, noise, rubbish and violence, we 
believe it would take years before anything could be changed. 

We have seen a similar reversal of tree protection, where blanket protection was thrown out 
and replaced with protection only for individually identified trees. The result has been an 
unprecedented and uncontrolled removal of trees in Auckland at the same time Council has 
developed an urban forest strategy to preserve trees. This makes no sense. 

We recommend an approach based on the current approach, that freedom camping is 
prohibited except in approved areas. We would support a substantial increase to the 
approved areas, including in our area of Mission Bay and Kohimarama. 

We believe that such an approach can be framed to be compatible with the Freedom 
Camping Act 2011. 

2. Self-containment rule

We agree with the approach taken. We believe that non-self-contained vehicles pose a risk 
to our environment and impose a clean-up cost on rate-payers. That would be inappropriate. 
Regarding the standard, there is already a national standard for self-containment, and we 
see little need to introduce a new Auckland-specific rule that may confuse freedom campers. 
It is common sense to utilise the existing standard. 
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In short, our view is that yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-contained 
UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current 
proposal) 

3. Maximum stay rule 

We do NOT agree with the proposed 2 night stay. We believe that multiple nights would 
create problems for local communities in popular areas, reducing parking availability for 
locals and visitors from the wider Auckland area, blocking views, and reducing the 
attractiveness of the areas. 

Instead, we support 1 night stays. 

4. Set departure time rule 

We agree with the proposed 9am departure, but would also be reasonably comfortable with a 
10am departure. 

5. No-return period rule 

We do not agree with the proposed rule.  We do believe that there should be a no-return rule, 
but consider that limiting the exclusion to the same street is inappropriately narrow. That 
would mean freedom campers could easily circumvent the spirit of the rule by moving a few 
metres away to another street. Instead, we believe that the exclusion should prohibit 
returning to a location within 1km of anywhere they have camped in the previous no-return 
period. 

The exclusion time must first be designed to protect local communities, and providing for free 
holidays for tourists should be a secondary concern. We believe that 4 weeks would be a 
more suitable time frame, as this would help avoid popular locations being overloaded as 
much. 

The proposed bylaw has nominated very few exclusion zones, leaving open the possibility 
that popular areas such as Mission Bay and Kohimarama beaches would be overcrowded 
with freedom campers. If Council is not prepared to protect local communities from such an 
influx, then they must at least ensure that campers move on quickly and don’t simply move a 
short distance while staying within the area. The combination of a no-return period and 
maximum stay rule help mitigate the potential for overcrowding and impact on local 
communities. 

For this reason, we support a 4 week no-return period. 

6. Prohibited and restricted areas 

We believe that the proposal does not prohibit freedom camping in sufficient locations. In our 
area, we see the beachfront areas in Mission Bay, Kohimarama, St Heliers and Okahu Bay 
as needing protection, and yet there is nothing proposed. We are comfortable with freedom 
camping on the points between the various beaches, but note that locals already use the 
beachside locations very heavily and would be disadvantaged if they have to compete with 
tourists for parking. In addition, the connection between the beaches and the adjacent 
suburbs is critically important to the character of these suburbs, and to undermine this by 
allowing unrestricted campervan parking to create a wall between the beach and community 
would be totally inappropriate. 

These areas currently do not allow freedom camping, and so Council must justify why they 
would reverse this position, given the high probability of issues arising from overcrowding in 
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these areas. We, along with the police and Council, are already trying to manage a major 
problem with overnight noise and anti-social behaviour in Mission Bay and St Heliers. It 
seems unbelievably foolish to compound this problem by allowing more people to overnight 
in the area. Failure to add at least Mission Bay and St Heliers to the designated prohibited 
areas would be a demonstration of bad faith in the Council’s negotiations with community 
groups and the police to solve the current problems.  

We therefore suggest adding the beachside locations of Mission Bay, Kohimarama, St 
Heliers and Okahu Bay to the designated prohibited areas. 

7. Parking controls

Mission Bay already has parking controls prohibiting parking between midnight and 6am. 
This effectively creates a prohibited freedom camping area. It could be argued that similar 
controls could be enacted at the other beaches if freedom camping creates a problem. In our 
view, this would not the right approach. Council should provide freedom campers with a clear 
and unambiguous set of rules that prohibit freedom camping in sensitive areas, rather than 
an indirect parking restriction. 

Nevertheless, if our recommendation for prohibited areas on the beachfronts is not accepted, 
we ask for assurance that Council will monitor the situation, and if problems arise, either add 
additional prohibited or restricted zones or install overnight parking restrictions similar to 
those in force in Mission Bay. 

8. General comments

We point out that the Eastern Suburbs beaches serve multiple purposes. They attract 
recreational users for swimming, picnics, sunbathing etc; they are used for formal and 
informal sports such as triathlons, ocean swimming, exercise classes, touch rugby etc; and 
Mission Bay and St Heliers in particular are also key hospitality and shopping centres. It 
would be negligent for Council to open these areas up to unrestricted freedom camping 
without first taking considerable care to ensure that freedom camping would not compromise 
these existing functions. Has Council undertaken studies on the likely impacts to these 
areas? 

We note that Council, to our knowledge, has NEVER enforced the existing overnight parking 
restrictions in Mission Bay, despite regular overnight parking, much of which directly 
contributes to the noise and behaviour problems that Council has undertaken to solve. We 
therefore have little faith in Council’s willingness to enforce anything that they consider too 
difficult, although we note they are happy to enforce parking restrictions during the day when 
infringements cause few problems. 

We therefore seek an assurance from Council that the proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 
will be enforced. 

Yours sincerely 

Don Stock 
Chairman 
Mission Bay Kohimarama Residents Association 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The Freedom camping by-law proposed is generally positive <p>However overnight parking needs to be further 
restricted along Tamaki Drive to also include the length of Kohimarama Beach in the interests of safety and accessibility 
</p><p>This beach is used increasingly by families for picnics , swimming , and recreational activities , ( kite and wind 
surfing ,and canoeing ) Let alone the many yachting regattas The number of walkers and joggers has also increased 
tremendously , driven by the lockdown , but will continue as Aucklanders and visitors have come to further appreciate 
this iconic beach</p><p>Parking is becoming dangerous as motorhomes take up spaces for lengthy stays . In the 
interest of safety any motorhome should be restricted to the back streets . The upgraded pedestrian crossings is helpful , 
but families still have to negotiate across the busy Tamaki Drive , and motorhomes restrict visibility . It is only a matter of 
time till there is a serious accident . </p><p>Restricting motorhome parking would reduce this risk </p> 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I believe that all vans should be certified self-contained. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Period before you can return - From your options I chose 4 weeks. I add though that 
there needs to be an addition to this similar to Whangarei where the van must move each time to a new park 3+ 
kilometres away. This prevents vans living indefinitely within a suburb.  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in any streets around school or community sports grounds. Already we have 
limited speed zones around schools for child safety which is excellent. Freedom camping must not be allowed in these 
designated school areas nor around community sports grounds for safety reasons. Firstly, large freedom camping 
vehicles limit visibility for children trying to locate whānau. They would take up much needed pick up and drop off parking 
required for whānau e.g. close to school gates. I know other regions in New Zealand e.g. Queenstown have had 
significant issues with freedom campers roaming around school grounds and sports fields and defecating in these areas. 
Who will be responsible for cleaning this up each morning before children arrive? Freedom camping should not be 
allowed all along Tamaki Drive on both sides of the road. This is one of the jewels of Auckland for all Aucklanders to 
enjoy from a recreational perspective. So much work is going into making Tamaki Drive a safe and enjoyable place for 
cyclists, walkers, beach goers and swimmers. Why would you want freedom camping vehicles parked along Tamaki 
Drive taking up parking spaces that Auckland residents need. We pay rates to maintain many of these services and 
recreational spaces and you will be restricting our access to them with this bylaw. These freedom camping vehicles are 
often large and will make Tamaki Drive far more dangerous for cyclists. You have already allocated many spaces in 
Auckland for freedom camping that are working ok. Stick with these. Has demand changed so much over the last two 
years, that these are now no longer sufficient? The answer is no. I can think of many locations on the outskirts of the city 
that are not populated with residents where freedom campers could park for a night. If you don’t think there are enough 
spaces at the moment, then Auckland Council could buy up a couple of paddocks in the countryside for freedom 
campers and this will be a lot cheaper than having to pay for scores of Auckland Council staff to ensure freedom 
campers are obeying the law and also following up in a timely way when they are not. We also have many camping 
grounds available for campers travelling by van to use. Why would you not want to support these businesses, especially 
during these tough COVID times when we have had very restricted tourism. If you are travelling, we all expect to have to 
pay something for accommodation each night. Choose a location to suit your budget. You appear not to have analysed 
the challenges many other Councils in New Zealand have had with freedom campers. Otherwise you would realise how 
ridiculous these changes are that Auckland Council are proposing. You will know that many Councils have very restricted 
bylaws for freedom campers that sensibly address the issues I have raised above and other issues. The timing of this 
proposed change is terrible. Aucklanders are focused on surviving COVID right now. Leave things as they are for 
another couple of years and then ask us to review. It feels like you are trying to rush this through at a time when many of 
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us have to focus on other more important things like our wellbeing, social and financial needs as a result of COVID 
implications. This is not fair and reasonable. I have now done further research on the Freedom Camping Act and its 
requirements. Firstly, I understand that Auckland Council had the option to replace their current Public Places Bylaw with 
a similar bylaw under the Local Government Act. They chose not to do that and have chosen  instead to create a 
Freedom Camping bylaw under the Act which would strip our current  protections on our residential roads for the future. 
The choice of continuing with a new Public Places Bylaw versus creating a new Freedom Camping bylaw was not 
consulted on with the public of Auckland back in 2017/2018. I believe that this is a major error in judgment by the 
Auckland Council Policy team and protections of our roads is lost for the future due to this error of judgment. Other 
Councils have Freedom Camping bylaws in place with significantly better protections for their local roads. These 
Councils have had their freedom bylaws in place for some years, and have experience with the impacts that freedom 
camping have on communities.  Tauranga states no camping immediately in front of houses and businesses. Gisborne 
allows for freedom camping at designated sites within urban limits and then has a map of its urban limit which is listed as 
prohibited - as the Freedom Camping Act allows for. Both cities do not have a total ban and hence are complying with 
the Act. Whangarei has a no return policy of one month and you must move at least a kilometre away from your last 
park. This stops the movement of vans just popping around the corner and living indefinitely within a suburb. All of these 
bylaws are in place and made under the Freedom Camping Act 2011. However, Auckland Council have not matched 
what other New Zealand cities have in place. Auckland Council's proposal  opens up nearly every residential street in 
Auckland to camping in a vehicle. There is no restriction on how far you have to move every few days, so you are 
opening up our suburb to an unrestricted number of vans and caravans to live indefinitely across our suburb - as our 
suburb has more than 7 streets. It is devastating that this could be so easily avoidable if proper consideration and 
learnings were given to what other NZ cities have in place who have been dealing with freedom camping across their 
streets.  This is a major missed opportunity and a real gap in the proposal from Auckland Council. It is very disappointing 
that you 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? In many areas resident parking 
is already so restricted in the evenings and weekends. We should not allow any freedom camping on residential 
roads. I live in Peacock St, Glendowie. During most summer weekends and early evenings it is often impossible 
even for residents to find a car park in our street with locals visiting Karaka Bay for a swim or picnic. We already 
have neighbours asking to park on our lawn in these situations because otherwise they have to park on Riddell 
Road and walk a significant distance to their homes. If you go ahead with this bylaw and have freedom campers 
able to park in residential streets, this will take up more parking spaces that residents need for themselves and 
guests. If you go ahead with this bylaw, you will first need to allocate resident parking permits in each street for 
home owners and their visitors across Auckland. These resident needs should come before visiting freedom 
campers needs. We pay rates, not them. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Drive Holdings Ltd 

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain): Allows having some control on parking/freedom camping in reserves and roads 
generally in the city 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): To mitigate the risk of campers hurting the environment and causing offence 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping in urban areas should be transistory i.e. overnight only. Longer 
term freedom camping areas may be made available in non urban areas 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am is  a reasonable time 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Need to discourage the miniority who may seek to rotate around a number of city 
locations 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōrākei 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1607 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am requesting that Waiata Ave Remuera 1050 be designated as a street where freedom camping is prohibited. Waiata 
Ave is not suitable for Freedom camping. Freedom camping would block access to Waiata reserve which lots of people 
use for recreational purposes. Parking is often in high demand, particularly from dog walkers. In addition the council's 
lawn mowing contractors park there in order to acess the reserve and if freedom camping is allowed such access would 
be restricted. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōtara-Papatoetoe 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 5 Days should be the length, people can leave and 
come back within the space of a working week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōtara-Papatoetoe 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I cant explain without sounding petty.  Some 
people is not most people, but there you go. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A community hall is not a 
camp ground by any stretch of the imagination. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? That's a big area if campers 
who could potentially find themselves in trouble. 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is area is not a camping 
ground by any stretch of the imagination. 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Too close to residential 
properties at least that what it looks like. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Ōtara-Papatoetoe 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I’ll build you an app or help you build an app that lets you report rogue freedom campers. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Absolutely. Many people in auckland live out 
of their cars. This would just add another place the homeless can’t sleep or rather they’d still do it but now in fear of fines 
they can’t pay. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could 
mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Give them a week. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce a no-return 
period ruleIf freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in 
that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This law is uneccisary and will have profound impacts on social wellfare and freedom in Auckland. I’ve never considered 
freedom camping to be an issue in Auckland and I don’t see it becoming one. I’m guessing this came up from people 
living in wealthy areas who want to have areas all to themselves. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You should only be able to ask freedom campers to move on. Penalise them if they don’t comply not first time. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 4 nights stay 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

RCAi have very good polcies 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You must be certified self contained. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? majority of freedom campers are doing this as 
a lifestyle because the other 'normative' lifestyle is now unattainable. for many people freedom camping is the most 
affordable way to live, visit places in NZ, explore our country and save money by not paying for accomodation. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#106 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, 
and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a 
requirement to be certified self-contained 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 1 week would be nice, or 2 weeks in any calender month 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): it is really offputting to have to leave at a set time. Some people work from thier vans 
or cars or need to eb able to park in one spot for 24 hours to be able to do other things. IT is public land, anyone should 
have the right to park there!  

From personal experience it was horrible being asked to leave a spot in Kaikoura at 8am when no one was there, no 
over seas tourists etc. I wanted to go for a walk, walk to towm, go to a cafe and I couldnt. I felt like i was ran out fo town 
and therefor I refused to even shop at the local supermarket I felt so unwelcome. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): maybe like they could stay 10  days in a calender 
month, in which ever order they like 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): it is really offputting to have to leave at a set time. Some people work from thier vans 
or cars or need to eb able to park in one spot for 24 hours to be able to do other things. IT is public land, anyone should 
have the right to park there!  

From personal experience it was horrible being asked to leave a spot in Kaikoura at 8am when no one was there, no 
over seas tourists etc. I wanted to go for a walk, walk to towm, go to a cafe and I couldnt. I felt like i was ran out fo town 
and therefor I refused to even shop at the local supermarket I felt so unwelcome. 

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 



#111 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please for the love of god make the parking spaces bigger for us as most time the big campers are there and we cannot 
squeeze in to the free spot :( very off putting in the size of the freedom camping spots 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A perfectly good park and 
feel safe staying there 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#128 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? The Rcai run an online course that educates campers to freedom camp 
responsibly. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The general rules will impact the homeless 
people and those living full time on the road due to the housing crisis and cost of living. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, The cost of buying, hiring, or 
converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom 
camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think a 4 day rule should apply to give freedom 
campers a chance to explore the area and support the local community in buying groceries, petrol etc 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Every camper should sit the Rcai course and become educated in responsible camping. This includes what it means to 
be self contained.  Supplies for one overnight beach side stay does not mean having water supplies for 3 days. A 
portable toilet used in  toilet tent is sufficient. Certification does not necessarily mean that the camper owners are 
responsible. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Leaving in the morning would mean joining the rush hour traffic while looking for a new place. There is a reason people 
like to camp, mainly visiting something like museum or just drive into town. If you have to leave by 9 and need to look for 
a new spot with all the others more stress is created. Looking at a later time is much more convenient. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

'YES I do support a set departure time - 10.00 am 

*********  PLEASE MAKE THE SIGNAGE VERY CLEAR ************* 

One night stay - must depart by 10.00am  

Two nights stay  - must depart by 10.00am following your second night stay  

The reason for this is to make it very clear for everyone 

-  to inform the campers  

- to inform the public that the parking area does not need to be evacuated if staying 2 nights 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We do a lot of freedom camping and find that some councils have a great system - especially in a 'park-like' environment.  
They appoint a volunteer who pops round, a casual meet and greet and leaves a brochure with the regions freedom 
camping spots, rules, terms. 

PLEASE WHEN MARKING OUT THE DESTINATION AREA ALLOW  

1 - FOR MOTORHOME/5TH WHEELERS WHO HAVE POP OUT'S  
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2 - BUS AND HOUSE BUSES THAT CAN BE UP TO 12 METRES LONG 

We do find that if the areas are monitored and if campers over stay their welcome and receive a fine WORD get's 
around, the joy of modern technology, for those who do abuse the rules THEY do not wont to get a fine! 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Be great to be able to park 
support Devonport and catch the ferry over to Britomart, Queen Street as at the moment the inner city area is a 
NIGHTMARE 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Be ideal for parking to be 
able to have a night for a quick visit on the North Shore 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Be ideal for parking to be 
able to have a night for a quick visit on the North Shore 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks a 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? If you are concerened about waste from freedom campers, both in terms of 
sewage and general rubbish, you can provide toilets at sites and rubbish bins for visitors. The issues around freedom 
camping waste is also largely anecdotal, and you should provide accurate statistics if you feel it is a large scale issue. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? There is a housing crisis - in Auckland more 
than anywhere else. Freedom camping is not only an escape for some people, but a way of life for others. As housing 
has become unattainable for most of the population, mobile living is getting more popular. It needs to be supported and 
enabled as an alternative for our less fortunate, rather than kept and regulated behind a veil of privilege. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting re 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Overall, enforcing rules like this on an activity which is an integral experience to most kiwi families, as well as a way of 
life and a housing option for others. feels elitist and disenfranchising. Moreover, freedom camping is not the large scale 
issue it's being portrayed as, and until evidence is fielded that shows it's an overall negative activity, stricter rules 
shouldn't be enforced. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? My comments follow on from 
the earlier page, and apply to ll areas. Everyone pays for freedom camping sites in taxes and rates, and 
everyone is entitled to them. New Zealand is a country strongly rooted in sharing our taonga and natural spaces, 
and this should not change now. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Maximum numbers of vehicles is 
not needed, this will self regulate when vehicles cannot fit./ If you want to stop too many campers showing up, 
you should work with camping app developers to add trackers for how full a site is, so that new campers will not 
arrive. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Those in camping methods that are not 'self 
contained' according to a group which makes profit off of certification 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Education. Certify the person, not the vehicle or 
method. Like a driver's licence. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

All the money spent lobbying for 'certification' benefits only those who can afford expensive motor homes, and will only 
make the problem you are trying to address more prevalent and make certain organisations money. Some of the worst, 
self entitled behaviours come from that exact section of the community. This is an expensive and proven to be ineffective 
method, punishing the most needy.  

Suggest a more reward based approach with levels of education, and added rewards system for proven good behaviours 
(cleaning up after said mega vans/RVs would be a start) and perhaps, spend the money you will spend on enforcement 
actions on better facilities and maintenance of them. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Pecuniary measures have been proven not to work and only make certain loud, minority groups with financial interests 
more powerful and elitist.  

Suggest spending budget on better maintained, 24hr, staffed and or automated facilities for the use of all. And, give 
people jobs, apart from existing overworked rangers and more lawyers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 night stay as must be able to self contain for at least 3 
days & gives 2 full days to be able to see attractions in area 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 12 mid day if 2 or more nights stay as gives another 
day to see area. Most will depart before this time to find alternate night parking but means there is no rush to depart in 
the morning Which means better checking of area before departure. Not departing 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If using dedicated car parks Please DO NOT allocate car parks unless they are at least 1 car park between each. as this 
causes a fire hazard of parking to close to each other & not being able to get out of vehicle very easily 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

designated car park spaces are a fire hazard. It also makes it hard to get out of  

some vehicles as they are too close  

One night stays are too short especially if you have to leave by 9am Doesn't  give time to check out the area or do 
shopping unless moving to a normal car park taking up car parking space for others while leaving your space empty. 
Doesn't make sense. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The camper is responsible for there own conduct whether they are in a vehicle be it self contained or not and should held 
accountable.  

Campers in self contained vehicles still may choose not to use there on facilities. 

The 'self contained certification' is biased towards large motorhomes and takes away the opportunity for many people. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This is titled 'freedom camping in vehicles bylaw' so it will be misleading if any of this apply to people not in a vehicle eg 
tent. I believe there should be provision for this also. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No to freedom camping period. It's destroying our environment eg, rubbish, feaces left by these campers. Disgusting. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A central city area, limited to 
one night, overnight only would be a good option 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Other opinions exist to satisfy self  containment 
issues . Education must be the key. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It is not good enough to be certified self contained if the vehicle just has a toilet on board.  It MUST be able to be used 
anytime night or day.  Too many of the van type vehicles may have the facility on board but have no way of using it and 
therefore ruin it for genuine self contained vehicles. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I feel  that  2 nights is to restricted  long holidays  are 
usually  three nights 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Yes another of camper now have small  dogs and Auckland has gone  our of there way to not allowing  places for these  
motor homes  to stay in Auckland.   We are more likely to have  our dogs on leads than the average person. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Camp with  dogs  for companionship  is coming  common so more  places are  needed  with  rules  that dogs must be on 
leads 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, Proposed location of freedom camping parking 
spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? In the 
middle of the  car park  by the sea 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Dog should  be allowed  on 
lead 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Three nights  is better  length of 
time  dew to the fact that long weekend  are usually  three  nights 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Three days  are better 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Three nights  are better 
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  



#481 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Holiday Parks New Zealand 

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, 
Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

See attachment for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 November 2021 

Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on this Bylaw. This submission is on behalf 

of the Holiday Accommodation Parks Association of New Zealand known as Holiday 

Parks News Zealand. 

About Holiday Parks New Zealand 

 Established in 1955 as the Camp and Cabin Association, HAPNZ is the industry 

association that represents the commercial holiday park sector in New Zealand. 

There are 420 commercial holiday parks in New Zealand that annually provide more 

than 8.7 million guest nights. 

There are currently 17 holiday parks in the Auckland regional tourism region. 

General Rules 

1 We fully support the rule that freedom Campers must use a certifies self-

contained vehicle 

2 We agree that where freedom camping is permitted that campers can only 

stay for a maximum of two nights. 

3 We agree that where freedom camping is permitted that campers must 

vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure. 

4 We believe that the proposed rule that campers must not return to the same 

area for two weeks is being too permissive. This will encourage itinerants to 

cruise around the free camping areas. Providing freedom camping areas is a 

way of encouraging visitors to a region. Allowing free campers to return to 

the same area within two weeks will encourage people to live in their 

vehicles rather than encourage genuine visitors. 
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Where Freedom Camping is Permitted 

We support the 22 restricted areas and the 45 prohibited areas. We do however 

believe that freedom camping should be prohibited in all urban areas. This is 

consistent with our position on Freedom Camping throughout New Zealand see 

Appendix 1 

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

Fergus G Brown 
Chief Executive 
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Appendix 1 

Holiday Parks New Zealand Position on Freedom Camping & Responsible Camping 

Summary 

1. Freedom camping should be prohibited in all urban areas 

2. Outside of urban areas freedom camping should be restricted to vehicles 

which are fully self-contained and meet the self-containment standard NZS 

5465:2001 

3. Freedom Camping should be prohibited in non-self-contained vehicles. 

Bylaws 

We believe that Councils should develop bylaws that stipulate the following: 

Prohibited Areas 

No person may freedom camp in any local authority area identified in Schedule 

One—Prohibited Areas for Freedom Camping. 

All urban areas should be included in Schedule one 

Restricted Areas 

No person may freedom camp in any local authority area identified in Schedule 

Two— 

Restricted Areas unless he or she complies with the restrictions imposed on use of 

that area as set out in Schedule Two. There should be a district wide restriction that 

only self-contained vehicles which meet NZS5465 should be permitted. Restrictions 

should also include the maximum length of stay and the number of vehicles 

permitted at a site at any one time. 

Council may prohibit, by putting up signs, freedom camping in any restricted area 

where: 

(a) there is a high risk of fire or imminent flood in the area; 
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(b) there is a potential health and safety risk at the sites including overcrowding; 

(c) the area is being used for an event approved by Council; 

(d) there is a need to better protect public access; or 

(e) maintenance is required at the restricted area. 

There is no such thing as free camping – there is a cost whether it is to local 

ratepayers, DOC or taxpayers. We fully support the principle that the user should 

pay. 

As part of local communities our members take an active part in the development of 

policies and bylaws which apply to freedom camping. Our members provide 

feedback on suggested freedom camping areas. In some cases, we will support free 

camping areas and in others we will oppose them; these decisions will be linked to 

the appropriateness of the location and the mood of the community. We do not 

consider urban locations as being appropriate for free camping. 

While we do not seek special protection for our members from the bylaws it is 

sensible that some buffer around commercial holiday parks be put in place. This can 

assist in discouraging the unlawful use of facilities e.g. showers toilets and dump 

stations, which occur at many parks, but also remove the inevitable tension that will 

arise from campers overnighting for free in close proximity to commercial holiday 

parks.   

HAPNZ has been an active participant in the NZ Responsible Camping Forum and 

fully supports the key messages and information that has been agreed and promoted 

by group members. HAPNZ’s Chief Executive is a member of the Ministers 

Responsible Camping Working Group. 

We believe that strong, consistent national messages, backed by comprehensive 

regional information will help remove much of the tension that has existed over 

vehicle-based camping and result in better experiences for campervan 

holidaymakers and communities. 
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We have been active in working with Government and the tourism industry to 

promote responsible camping behaviour. As an Association we support responsible 

camping in New Zealand in appropriate locations. 

Note: Responsible Camping is a behavioural expectation around good camping 

practices. Freedom Camping is a category of camping defined by legislation. 

Responsible camping should be encouraged in holiday parks, DOC sites and free 

sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Not all freedom campers are the same! 
Especially NZ citizens! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days seems reasonable, 2 is too short a time. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Be self contained, stay maximum of three days, and be allowed to park outside of restricted arears, regardless of the 
distance. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Certification only lasts 4 years and therefore is just a money grabbing exercise for 
those of us that have vehicles. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Some places are quite central to activities I am 
interested in - having to move every couple of days seems ridiculous - you would not do this to people staying in a motel 
or a camp ground. I would like to see 7 days but then you have to register with the 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be a central data base, for NZ citizens and residents that shows the vehicle is self contained, such as 
police can know if a vehicle is registered or WOFed for example. Reliance on a sticker or window ID is open as we know 
to fraud. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping Act does not clearly provide a definition of 'camp' as many a times I have been parked in my RV 
during the day to enjoy the sights only to be told to move on despite the fact I am not camping. Then I am threatened 
with an enforcement notice despite 5(2) being explicitly clear in the ACT. In my view parked up, does not mean camping.  
There is no legal definition of 'camp' 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? If you are in a self-contained vehicle, then you 
are not really 'freedom camping'. Freedom camping should apply only to those with no toilet/water facilities. Self 
contained vehicles should have their own rules, which should pertain to self containment. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain)It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set 
time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain): Safety is an issue irrespective of vehicle. If your camp space is safe for you, you 
should be able to stay in the area for at least 3 nights, and spend money in the area. Being forced to find somewhere 
new every night is not conducive to a pleasurable camping trip. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Decide what is Freedom Camping. Self contained or not? Freedom = Not Self contained, no water or less than 10 litres, 
no waste or rubbish disposal. Dangerous to the public, the environment etc. Implies a lack of responsibility but some 
basic knowledge of outdoor living. (camping). Hazardous adventure on a budget. 

Self Contained. Speaks for itself. Water, waste, rubbish, all taken care of in a secure manner. Reasonably safe inside a 
large metal vehicle with amenities on hand. No open fires, fire extinguisher and first aid kit usually part of the equipment. 

Make the General Rules for those who need them most, not for those who don't need them at all. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this 
area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)? Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 



#1153 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#1153 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): At Whatipu, there is a campground business 100m from the carpark. Permitted 
freedom camping will impact the business. Additionally, Whatipu is a Scientific Reserve, a wildlife sanctuary, Whatipu 
needs special protection from the risk of freedom campers making fires, leaving rubbish, making noise etc. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Whatipu is a Scientific Reserve and as such deserves special consideration. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Whatipu carpark should be 
included. Whatipu is a Scientific Reserve and deserves special consideration. There is also an Auckland Council 
(leased) camping ground business with 100m of the carpark. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Leave poor people and travellers alone. Fix the housing crisis. More public 
facilities of youre so worried about toilets 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Fines just punish already struggling people 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Provide better facilities 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce the self-
containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 7 days would be more appropriate with the 2 week non 
return period changed to 1 week. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 1 week 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Camping is a kiwi tradition. It should be enjoyable for all without too many rules and regulations. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In this explanation of the Maximum stay rule it says "Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same 
road or off-road parking area (the ‘maximum stay rule’)". I believe it should say Freedom campers MAY stay a max....." 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There appears to be about 110 locations where freedom camping camping is allowed subject to restrictions. While 
seemingly a large number it is grossly inadequate for a city the size and area of Auckland and the number of people 
(both local and visitor) who wish to responsibly freedom camp. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Yes. Freedom camping currently 
allowed at Snells Beach over 2 sites allows about 10 vehicles. The new site allows only two. This is grossly 
inadequate for this very popular location. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The plan does not show the 
full extent of the reserve area and it is not clear if freedom camping is still allowed in the LARGE carpark adjacent 
to the toilets - (Not the toilets nearer Rosedale Rd.) 

This area is large, close to toilets, and away from residential, and appears to be a very suitable location for 
freedom camping. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Outside Auckland 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 7days 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#644 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who's going to police the two night/two week rules?  Will there be a contact number for locals to call if they spot freedom 
campers that  break the rules, such as non self contained etc? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Can I suggest providing information of the bylaws etc via a QR code at each site, in different languages for international 
persons.  Use the same shaped/coloured signage throughout Aotearoa, so areas are easily identifiable to all.  I was 
hoping to find something to deal with the dumping of waste/rubbish which is also a health and safety issue. Will these 
designated areas have sufficient amenities such as recycling, general waste bins?  There is nothing worse than bags of 
rubbish piling up beside bins, pecked apart by seagulls or other wildlife. , used nappies or human excrement (which 
could happen if their on board facilities are full.  Does there need to be anything re quite piece and enjoyment of others, 
alcohol consumption, anti social behaviours?  What about safety and lighting etc?  Will these areas have safety cameras 
+/- patrolling for everyones safety?  What is total cost to the tax payer to provide amenities and resources etc to these 
areas per annum?  What is the expected return on investment to those in the communities?  At freedom camping sites, 
could there be an opportunity for those using the site to make a koha/donation via text towards kaitiaki/guardianship of 
the site/s for future dwellers, or towards  
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 waterways, nature or wildlife conservation etc?? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Invest in decent infrastructure for public areas, which see use by campers, 
such as public toilets, and signage as to where to find said toilets. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Uppercut nimby's. Or you know, you could invest in public relation campaigns that set out 
expectations for how one can responsibly free camp. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Homelessness is not a problem that is going 
to go away by passing bylaws like this, which shift the onus from expectation that the the council should provide public 
spaces which are designed and for all the public to use, to the expectation that public spaces are only for those wealthy 
enough to afford housing. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited 
public facilities to meet their basic needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health." So... this means 
that using Auckland's public facilities is a risk to the environment and public health? Maybe you might want to fix that. 
And plan public facilities better, so that this isn't an issue. If public facilities aren't usable by the public to meet their basic 
needs, then there's a problem which isn't going to be solved by requiring one subsection of the population to be 
regulated and self contained. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Having suitable public facilities would do more to 
encourage campers to dump their waste responsibly. There is the assumption here that folk staying in one area will have 
absolutly no recourse but to store their waste in their vehicle - one can free camp 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Again this seems like a problem caused by poor planning. Asking people to leave by 
a certain time because there is not enough parking spaces, is passing planning shortfalls onto the general public. It also 
encourages the idea towards homelessness that if it's not seen, then it's not a problem. People on holiday also don't 
conform to a 9-5 workday and commute. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Again this seems like a problem caused by poor planning. Asking people to leave by 
a certain time because there is not enough parking spaces, is passing planning shortfalls onto the general public. It also 
encourages the idea towards homelessness that if it's not seen, then it's not a problem. People on holiday also don't 
conform to a 9-5 workday and commute. 

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Another reason (please explain)Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): All of the options above, but also folk can be freedom camping for shorter trips than 
two weeks. Being at a safe good spot is important, and not being able to return to a good nap spot is not good for trips 
where you might be returning the same way on a trip shorter than two weeks. This rule could make it more dangerous for 
freedom campers for whom having a safe reliable spot is important. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Have any of the people who wrote up the general rules ever freedom camped recently? Or are they nimbys that prefer 
bylaws which keep freedom camping out of sight out of mind. This makes me fairly angry - when public services and 
facilities are not up to scratch, then rather than fixing the problem, bylaws are made that penalize those who's needs are 
not being met by public facilities. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

we agree a bylaw is necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas; 
there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for people 
to comply with and difficult to enforce;  the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable 
areas (parks and reserves);  the possible imposition of $800 fines for camping in parks and reserves is onerous and 
unreasonable when the fines under the Freedom Camping Act are just $200; 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

we agree a bylaw is necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for people 
to comply with and difficult to enforce;   

the possible imposition of $800 fines for camping in parks and reserves is onerous and unreasonable when the fines 
under the Freedom Camping Act are just $200;  
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? the Council’s approach 
prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves); 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? the Council’s approach 
prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves); 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? the Council’s approach 
prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves); 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? the Council’s approach 
prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves); 
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? the Council’s approach 
prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves); 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is necessary 
to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  
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the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is necessary 
to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is necessary 
to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce;  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   

there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce; 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? we agree a bylaw is 
necessary to help manage freedom camping in Auckland and reduce overcrowding in popular areas;  

the Council’s approach prevents responsible campers from staying in desirable areas (parks and reserves);   
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there are some positive elements within the Council’s proposal, however, the proposed regime will be difficult for 
people to comply with and difficult to enforce;  the possible imposition of $800 fines for camping in parks and 
reserves is onerous and unreasonable when the fines under the Freedom Camping Act are just $200;  

 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? the possible imposition of $800 
fines for camping in parks and reserves is onerous and unreasonable when the fines under the Freedom 
Camping Act are just $200;  

 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? the possible imposition of $800 
fines for camping in parks and reserves is onerous and unreasonable when the fines under the Freedom 
Camping Act are just $200;  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Papakura 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): If no one else there - increase to maximum of 7 days 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Mid day - is better - time to relax, do something and 
then move on. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): If maximum campers not met then why have a no 
return period at all. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1389 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - 
why not 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - 
why not 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - 
why not 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - 
why not 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - why 
not 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - why 
not 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - why 
not 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As a responsible person - why 
not 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Many in our communities use 
the facilities in the park especially young families. Many young kids also walk home through the park after 
schools including my kids(Marshall Laing Primary and Lynfield College). Having constant random strangers in the 
park in self contained unit I fear for kids safety. What if they get pulled into their vehicles? Many in our community 
voiced our objections few years back and it is disappointing this is being brought up again. Our park has many 
wildlife and I worry irresponsible campers do harm and cause damage to to their environment too. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Education on the area they are camping in, if there's environmental problems 
then put up signage or maybe some barriers for public safety etc. Freedom campers are honestly the most considerate 
of the land as that is their home for the time they are staying there, the people that trash the areas are the people 
passing through that are usually just out for a picnic/day trip.  

Also the environmental problem isn't freedom campers, it is the big corporations/factories pumping out CO2 into the 
atmosphere - there are much bigger problems you should be attending to. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Charge a fee for the regulated areas and leave unregulated areas free.  

Or make stricter rules (within reason) for people to obtain the self containment certification on their vehicle. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? By restricting freedom camping, you are 
taking away someone's ability to see this beautiful country. As an Australian living in NZ, I love freedom camping as it 
gives me the opportunity to sight-see and go everywhere affordably whilst also contributing to the growing economy. The 
only law I think freedom camping should have (although it is a general unspoken rule of thumb when camping) is leave 
the area/environment in a better state than you found it, i.e. pick up some extra rubbish you see lying around etc. 
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Think about Christmas periods when families get together for a week or so freedom 
camping and contributing to the local businesses in the area.. Don't enforce this rule. 
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): When someone is travelling in their van etc. they usually don't get to campsites early 
anywhere unless they're waking up at the crack of dawn to drive there. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): When someone is travelling in their van etc. they usually don't get to campsites early 
anywhere unless they're waking up at the crack of dawn to drive there. 

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, It would be too hard to enforce a no-return 
period rule. Another reason (please explain)Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make 
it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they 
don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule. 
Another reason (please explain) 
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Another reason (please explain): This is a (sorry) stupid rule. Why would you want to restrict someone from coming 
back to a place they enjoyed? They might even want to bring back other people, meaning more people supporting those 
local businesses. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping gives citizens and tourists the opportunity to travel around NZ and contribute to small town incomes, 
along with the greater economy. If you don't allow people to freedom camp, some towns might go unrecognised and not 
receive the money they could have made when freedom campers were allowed all around NZ. 

Also restricting car parks etc. is not a valid idea as they are made for vehicles. I have had many times where I couldn't 
find a well signed campsite when arriving somewhere in the dark and have camped overnight in a carpark as I felt safe 
there and knew I was allowed there. There is nothing more stressful than trying to locate a campsite or area where I am 
allowed to camp in pitch black darkness. It'd be so much easier and safer for freedom campers to keep doing this. As 
some might argue to find campsites in the day and know where you're going, if you're not from the town/place you are 
visiting, it can be hard to locate these areas. Also trying to finish driving whilst it's still daytime is sometimes impossible to 
do.  

Additionally, if you make these restrictions it will force freedom campers to possibly drive for longer to find a camping 
area they are allowed to be in. If this is a long way away from their previous campsite, this could cause driving fatigue 
which can lead to a  possible increase in preventable road accidents/crashes; especially if they're not allowed to pull over 
on the side of the road for a power nap. 

Not meaning to sound rude, but I know every middle aged person that lives in place like the Coromandel, Waiheke etc. 
(richer, beachy suburbs) will all be agreeing to these bylaws as they "pay the rates" or something (we got yelled at by this 
old man when we parked up in the coromandel, not even to stay the night, just to enjoy a picnic by the sunset, he said 
we weren't allowed to camp there as we were in our van and wouldn't listen to a word we were saying so we just ended 
up moving because he stood over us until we did. We were very scared to be honest with you). I hope you take into 
consideration everything I have said because this won't be beneficial for environmental, economy, or public safety 
reasons. I understand where you are coming from with some of these bylaws but they all are extremely unnecessary 
when it comes to freedom camping. You should be focusing on the bigger picture in regard to environmental problems as 
I can tell you that freedom camping contributes to less than 0.1% of this. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I agree with only part 3 of this. But if you are going to enforce this, there should be a time limit on how long maintenance 
will take (maximum 2 days) as this will stop people from coming back possibly for a while. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The two-day maximum is too strict, as is the 
9am departure rule. Aucklanders and people travel inside this area currently have had severe economic impact and may 
be opt-ing for a more affordable holiday alternative. This is far too limiting for people that didn't envision driving lots and 
spending additional money on petrol, just to ensure they are at a different spot in two days. This should be increased to 3 
or 4 days. Also, it's important for travellers they are well rested and fully-prepared for long drives, which some people find 
difficult directly after waking up. We should extend tis departure time to 11am or noon, to ensure drivers are in a focused 
and appropriate headspace for driving (often for long times before their next stop). 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The two-day maximum is too strict. Aucklanders and 
people travelling inside this area currently have had severe economic impact and may be opt-ing for a more affordable 
holiday alternative. This is far too limiting for people that didn't envision driving 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): It's important for travellers to be well rested and fully-
prepared for long drives, which some people find difficult directly after waking up. We should extend tis departure time to 
11am or noon, to ensure drivers are in a focused and appropriate headspac 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Section 36 is far too broad, and needs to include criteria that outlines what 'reasonable grounds' for an offence would 
require / involve. 

Also the use of 'he or she' exclusively is bad form, and excludes non-binary identities from this bylaw. As it appears, 
nonbinary people using 'they/them' pronouns may not feel that these laws apply to them. This should be inclusive, as 
should all Government legislation. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#100 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Freedom campers shouldn't be able to return to stay in 
the same area within a 1 week period. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Build more infrastructure to accommodate freedom campers such as 
designated car parks with toilet blocks, waste disposal & water refills. The disposal/refill facilities could be a simple all in 
one design that costs $2 to use such as the ones in Europe. Instead of taking a negative stance on freedom camping, 
turn it into a positive by providing specific areas for freedom campers to use instead of forcing them to pay for overpriced 
accommodation in the city. What freedom campers save on accommodation, they spend on activities and experiences so 
money will still be flowing into the economy. Therefore if it’s really about the environment (which I highly doubt) then build 
more infrastructure to encourage people in general to use. International tourists are taxed when entering the country so 
an application could be made to use some of this money when the borders re-open and regional travellers pay taxes and 
rates so surely some of this money could be used as these spaces could benefit everyone. Don’t just ban something 
completely before actually trying to make a positive difference. Support mid-income workers instead of only the rich by 
providing other ways to travel and see our city. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Build serviced areas!! 

Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area . 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No, two nights wouldn’t be long enough to visit and 
explore the city which tourists who use freedom camping would be doing. I agree having a maximum stay rule but think 3 
Nights. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The “rules” don’t actually help protect the environment, they just limit people’s ability to freedom camp. If more 
infrastructure was built such as serviced areas with waste disposal, water refills, rubbish bins and the like, then people 
would have easy access to use these facilities. Easy access to these facilities  would encourage their use and in affect 
protect the environment. The rules are negative on freedom campers and are a smoke screen to just ban freedom 
camping completely. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Include in the bylaw what locations are available for freedom camping without the enforcement of the bylaws. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or 
add an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or 
add an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 



#203 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or 
add an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or 
add an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or 
add an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  



#203 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 
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118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Build a few rubbish bins or add 
an information board outlining rules and indicating where the closest waste disposal site is. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There needs to be specific areas allowed for freedom camping, as opposed to 
prohibit areas. In that was, it is far easier to enforce. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't actually suport freedom camping at all, but if it must happen I would like there 
to be strict rules in place to limit its impact. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities. 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Prefer it to be one night stay 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Prefer them to go by 8 am 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

In general, I do not support freedom camping and would like to see it limited and restricted as much as possible. I think it 
undermines local accomodation businesses and causes environmental pollution and inconvenience to those living in 
areas that are sites for freedom camping, 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? To keep freedom campers safe from the daily breaking and entering vehicles 
that Aucklanders face on our streets daily and give them access to better public facilities so they are safe and clean by 
providing more designated areas not in City or suburb streets 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People with bowel conditions, that need 
public toilets and families with kids needing public facilities could find long delays with freedom campers needing to use 
these facilities, should their self contained options not be sufficient. Children will not feel safe walking past a freedom 
camper on the side of the footpath. Putting kids at risk or being approached. Majority of née homes being built to do 
provide parking so residents even if they use public transport will have a car. There a limited parking spaces on roads 
now and this will reduce even more for these residents if freedom campers are allowed to park on the streets. The above 
unfairly impacts these groups and have following consequences. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How does the council have enough staff to police if freedom campers are meeting the rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? If a place is not on either prohibited or general list, does that mean 
freedom campers can just park up? e.g. in our streets? 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I have experience of self-containment sticker on vans that are NOT self-contained - I 
do not believe this can be policed adequately - too many loopholes around. I believe that if  freedom camping is 
expanded, it should only be allowed in certified serviced areas. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am worried that freedom campers will move to suburban streets if this is not prohibited. In general I do not agree with 
freedom campers being able to park up in suburban streets and am not sure I see anything in these bylaws to prohibit 
that. 
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Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The last time freedom camping 
was trialled in this park, the numbers were significant and impacted on other users of the park and YMCA. These 
areas are well used already and  and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do 
not need more freedom camping areas. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These areas are significant to 
Tamaki Makaurau and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do not need 
more freedom camping areas. 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These areas are significant to 
Tamaki Makaurau and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do not need 
more freedom camping areas. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These areas are significant to 
Tamaki Makaurau  and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do not need 
more freedom camping areas. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These areas are significant to 
Tamaki Makaurau and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do not need 
more freedom camping areas. 
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These parks are well used 
and are significant to Tamaki Makaurau and having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. 
WE do not need more freedom camping areas. 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? WE have spent many millions 
of dollars improving this site and   having lots of vans and freedom campers will destroy the amenities. WE do not 
need more freedom camping areas. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Tamaki Makaurau's attraction to 
live and survive is based on the beauty of it's beaches and open spaces - freedom camping should not be 
allowed in these areas - there has been no evidence or reasoning that we should provide free accomodation to 
travellers. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 



#877 

 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Auckland should not be an area they stay in. Traffic and parking areas are already 
congested. There is nowhere for locals to park.  This can be see by the cars parked and filling local streets. This will 
make it worse.  There should be more areas out of the central city. Self contained is a joke. I have seen  faeces dumped 
in the bush. I also have no faith in the monitoring and enforcement. Look at how unsafe our  central city is. No police 
presence, being accosted by homeless, no movement due to works, no where to park, etc. This is another reason to 
move out of the city.  When urgent incidents such as assault, burglary, vandalism are not  addressed, it is unlikely that 
parked vans will be even looked at.  It will be a short time until vans are used for intelligence gathering for criminal 
activity. This could be from drug dealing to casing for burglary.  I have seen vans parked at Jellicoe Park and someone 
living in it for months. No action taken. Again no enforcement. Normal hardworking, law abiding people will once again be 
bullied by lack of support from authorities.m 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 



#1050 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There needs to be waste dumping facilities at the designated areas. Even though I don’t think we should have them. 
Who will monitor.? I have no faith in the the enforcement. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Reserves are not properly policed as it is. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain): Allows having some control on parking/freedom camping in reserves and roads 
generally in the city 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): To mitigate the effect of freedom camping hurting the environment and causing 
offence 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping in urban areas should be transistory i.e. overnight only. Longer 
term freedom camping areas may be made available in non urban areas 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am is  a reasonable time 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Need to discourage the miniority who may seek to rotate around a number of city 
locations 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Puketāpapa 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Kiwi Esplanade/Ambury Road Mangere Bridge - I object to the freedom campers on the esplanade reserve at Mangere 
Bridge as it spoils the ambience of the place and they leave behind all their rubbish. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Fire Emergency New Zealand 

Your local board: Regional organisation 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): sub-clauses 4(a) and 5(a), the requirement to use a self-contained vehicle at all 
times. The requirement of self-contained vehicles, equipped with cooking devices, is likely help to prevent the use of 
open fires for cooking or heating, therefore reducing the risk of fire or fire spreading. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): sub-clauses 4(b) and 5(b), limiting the stay to two nights, and the limitation of 
vehicles permitted to freedom camp in cars in schedule 2. The limitation on nights of stay and number of vehicles is likely 
to reduce the risk of overcrowded sites, supporting efficient and effect access for emergency appliances should an 
incident occur. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau acknowledges clause 7, which provides that council may temporarily prohibit 
or change restrictions on freedom camping. In particular sub-clause 1, which provides that council may temporarily 
prohibit or change restrictions on freedom camping to protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area and 
to protect access to the area. I note that under section 52 (1)(b) of, the Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017, Fire 
and Emergency may also prohibit or restrict any activity such as freedom camping in an area, including access, if Fire 
and Emergency consider the activity may cause a fire to start or to spread4. This power may interact with the Freedom 
Camping bylaw. Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau also acknowledges clause 8, which provides that council may 
temporarily approve freedom camping when it is otherwise not allowed in special circumstance. To protect the health and 
safety of people who may visit local authority areas; and protect access to local authority areas, Fire and Emergency in 
Tāmaki Makaurau recommends the following requirements for approval in the relevant section of the bylaw: • That 
access for emergency vehicles is always maintained as part of the condition of the approval. Access should adhere to 
specifications outlined in the Fire and Emergency Vehicle Access Guide (included as an attachment to this submission). 

• If the application is for 10 or more vehicles, that an evacuation plan is required to support the application, in the event of 
an extreme weather event, natural disaster or emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Te Hiku (Auckland Office) 

2 Poynton Terrace, Newton 1010 

PO Box 68-444, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142 

Phone +64 9 354 5100 

1 December, 2021 

Ref: Feedback on Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 Freedom Camping in Vehicles 

Bylaw 2022 

1.0 Context 

1.1 The primary objective of Fire and Emergency is to reduce the incidence of unwanted fire and the associated risk to 

life and property. We seek: 

• to protect and preserve life

• prevent or limit injury

• prevent or limit damage to property and land, and;

• prevent or limit damage to the environment1.

1.2 Fire and Emergency also has secondary functions including responding to medical events, rescues and public 

assists. 

1.3 Over the last year2 Fire and Emergency attended 24,472 incidents across Tāmaki Makaurau. 

1.4 The requirement for emergency response for fire and medical is increasing. The rate of change per year shows: 

• structure fire incidents increasing by 2.36%.

• vegetation fire incidents increasing by 4.08%.

• medical incidents increasing by 1.99%3.

1.5 Ensuring adequate access to and from public spaces is crucial to protecting people and property in the event of a fire 

extreme weather event, or other emergency. 

1.6 Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau supports the purpose of the Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw (the 

Bylaw), specifically its intent to protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; and protect 

access to local authority areas. 

2.0 Part 2, Clause 6, Areas where freedom camping is restricted or prohibited 

2.1 Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau is supportive of the prohibition and restriction to freedom camping in cars in 

certain circumstances, and the general requirements for freedom camping in cars. 

1 Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017 section 10(a)(b) 
2 FYE 2020/2021 
3 FY 2017/18 to 2020/21 
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2.2 We support: 

 

2.2.1 sub-clauses 4(a) and 5(a), the requirement to use a self-contained vehicle at all times. The requirement 

of self-contained vehicles, equipped with cooking devices, is likely help to prevent the use of open fires 

for cooking or heating, therefore reducing the risk of fire or fire spreading. 

2.2.2 sub-clauses 4(b) and 5(b), limiting the stay to two nights, and the limitation of vehicles permitted to 

freedom camp in cars in schedule 2. The limitation on nights of stay and number of vehicles is likely to 

reduce the risk of overcrowded sites, supporting efficient and effect access for emergency appliances 

should an incident occur. 

 

3.0 Part 3 Controls and Approvals 

 

3.1 Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau acknowledges clause 7, which provides that council may temporarily 

prohibit or change restrictions on freedom camping.  In particular sub-clause 1, which provides that council may 

temporarily prohibit or change restrictions on freedom camping to protect the health and safety of people who may 

visit the area and to protect access to the area. 

 

3.2 I note that under section 52 (1)(b) of, the Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017, Fire and Emergency may also 

prohibit or restrict any activity such as freedom camping in an area, including access, if Fire and Emergency consider 

the activity may cause a fire to start or to spread4.  This power may interact with the Freedom Camping bylaw.  

 

3.3 Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau also acknowledges clause 8, which provides that council may temporarily 

approve freedom camping when it is otherwise not allowed in special circumstance. 

 

3.4 To protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; and protect access to local authority 

areas, Fire and Emergency in Tāmaki Makaurau recommends the following requirements for approval in the relevant 

section of the bylaw: 

• That access for emergency vehicles is always maintained as part of the condition of the approval.  

Access should adhere to specifications outlined in the Fire and Emergency Vehicle Access Guide 

(included as an attachment to this submission). 

• If the application is for 10 or more vehicles, that an evacuation plan is required to support the 

application, in the event of an extreme weather event, natural disaster or emergency. 

 
 

 

Ngā mihi, 

 

Ron Devlin 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand, Region Manager – Te Hiku 

 

 

4 Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act, section 52, Prohibitions and restrictions for fire control. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc 

Your local board: Regional organisation 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

NZMCA appreciates Auckland Council’s practical and legal requirements to finalise an adequate Bylaw under the 
Freedom Camping Act immediately. The legacy bylaws which were amalgamated into the 2015 Bylaw have no doubt run 
their course both as policy tools and legal instruments. If the region is to have comprehensive and effective regulation of 
freedom camping, a Bylaw under the Act is the best option. The proposed Bylaw appears legally sound and is 
demonstrably based on previous policy work. For the most part its approach is straightforward and sensible although 
perhaps a little desultory. The blanket use of Reserve Act provisions to virtually prohibit any type of camping on as many 
as 4000 reserves is summary and lazy. Within the scope of the proposed Bylaw itself, it would difficult to argue that 
Council has been unreasonable in its justification for the Bylaw and in the exercise of its discretion to prohibit or restrict 
freedom camping on nominated sites. The opportunity which the Bylaw leaves for freedom camping across the region is 
unclear however. It appears that the proposed Bylaw will fail to adequately cater for future demand2 although it shows no 
interest in doing so anyway. We note that the proposed Bylaw imposes a two-night limit on self-contained vehicles 
staying on Waiheke Island – clause 6(4). We understand the thinking behind this limitation but submit that it is heavy-
handed and somewhat un-related to the effect or risk it is attempting to manage. The two-night limit is most likely being 
prescribed because this complies with the minimum waste-water holding capacity a self-contained vehicle is required to 
have under NZS 5465-20013. It is of course perfectly feasible for a vehicle to have a larger capacity or for it not to be 
fully occupied (up to its capacity) which means of that wastewater effluent can be dumped off the Island even with a stay 
of more than two nights. NZMCA submits that this, across the board two-night limit, is designed to discourage 
motorhomes and campervans even visiting the Island give the high cost of ferrying over and that this amounts to a de 
facto ban on any self-contained camping on Waiheke. We suggest that the two-night limit should be applied with 
potential exceptions based on vehicles having a greater waste-water holding capacity than three days.NZMCA suggests 
that there may be problems enforcing site capacity limits on restricted overnight parking sites where there is no clear 
delineation of the area available for parking. A site such as the Waiuku Service Centre has a proposed limit of three 
vehicles but a designated area able to accommodate perhaps 20 vehicles. Clearly if a designated site can contain far 
more vehicles than the maximum provided for in the Bylaw, there is some justification for a higher maximum. This 
argument notwithstanding, it becomes difficult for an enforcement officer to determine who is breaching a bylaw limit in 
an over-parked site when there is no evidence of who arrived first or last.NZMCA fully expects Auckland Council to 
conduct the special consultative procedures around the proposed Bylaw in good faith and with an open mind. However, 
the urgent need for a freedom camping bylaw along with the qualities of the draft proposal suggest to us that little will 
change between the proposed and adopted version. In the proposed version we have major concerns with the exclusion 
of reserves from the Bylaw but outside of this are generally comfortable with the proposed prohibitions and restrictions 
and encourage Council to adopt them. Any expansion of the prohibitions and any extension of the restrictions are in our 
opinion unwarranted and we believe that the Review Panel should avoid further change.A hallmark of the proposed 
Bylaw is with what it doesn’t do. It does not seek to regulate freedom camping on land which Council holds under the 
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Reserves Act 1977 or on regional parks. The NZMCA believes that this is an important shift in focus between the 2018 
version of the proposed Bylaw and the 2022 version and that this shift should be scrutinized for its reasonableness and 
practicality. The proposed exclusion of land held under the Reserves Act from the definition of Local Authority Area in 
section 5 of the proposed Bylaw appears to have two purposes. Firstly, it relies on the prohibition of camping on reserves 
which is provided for in section 44 of the Reserves Act. This avoids Council having to schedule every reserve as a 
prohibited area as required in s.11(3) of the Freedom Camping Act. Secondly, it offers the Council an opportunity to 
apply infringement fines of $800 rather than the $200 fines applicable under the Freedom Camping Act. NZMCA has two 
main problems with this reliance. While it is perfectly reasonable for Council to utilize its powers under s.44 of the 
Reserves Act to impose a broad prohibition of freedom camping on the region’s parks and reserves, it is not at all clear 
when an area of publicly or Council owned land is actually a reserve. It appears too that Council staff are not clear about 
this either. Section 44 of the Reserves Act prohibits (outside of Ministerial consent) anyone living temporarily or 
permanently on a reserve. Presumably the term ‘reserve’ is used particularly here to mean a reserve as defined by the 
Interpretation section of the Act (s.2). This section, inter alia, defines a reserve as: ‘any land acquired after the 
commencement of this Act in any manner by an administering body as a reserve within the meaning of this Act, and any 
land vested in any local authority which, not theretofore being a public reserve, is by resolution of the local authority 
pursuant to section 14 declared to be set apart as a reserve. Section 14 allows a local authority to declare (by way of a 
formal resolution) the vesting of land in itself as a reserve. Once the various processes for confirming any such 
resolution, the local authority is required, under s.14(3), to refer it to the Minister who has discretion to confirm or reject 
the resolution (under s.14(4). If the Minister chooses to confirm the resolution then the status of the subject land as 
reserve is determined finally by gazettal. Importantly s.14(5) determines that :‘No resolution under this section shall have 
any force or effect until it is gazetted as aforesaid’.It would appear then that while it is possible for Council to hold a 
parcel of land under the Reserves Act, its status as a reserve depends critically on it being gazetted. The definition of a 
reserve and so the application of s.44 to unauthorised uses relies on this.Council’s 2018 report Managing freedom 
camping: Findings report acknowledged that the Reserves Act only applied to gazetted parcels of land and reported that 
60% to 70% of the region’s 4,000 reserves under Council’s control had been gazetted (at p.9). Assuming that only 
modest progress has been made in rectifying this situation over the intervening three years, it would seem that between 
1,000 and 1,500 of Council’s reserves cannot have the Reserves Act prohibitions available under s.44 applied to them. 
But where are these reserves and how will the public be able to identify them? NZMCA has made a LGOIMA request of 
Council seeking this information. The statutory deadline for fulfilling this request was still running at the time submissions 
to the proposed Bylaw closed. Council staff have however promptly responded to the information request seeking a 
clearer definition of the types of land we entirely on the application of s.44 to prohibit camping on all 4,000 reserves in 
Auckland. The initial response from Council staff to our LGOIMA request does not of course answer the question of 
which reserve land is gazette or ungazetted, classified or unclassified. In thesought information about. This response 
argued:‘the bylaw doesn’t mention ‘gazette’ in any context so requesting data on reserves that are ‘gazetted or 
ungazetted’ would be inapplicable. ‘They (the Council team responding in the first instance) have also made of note the if 
the terms used were classified reserves or unclassified reserves then the answer is the same, it still makes no difference 
as the bylaw refers to ‘land held under the Reserves Act’. All land held under the Reserves Act is subject to the Reserves 
Act whether the land has been classified or not. The fact that it is subject to the Act means the Act and its provisions 
apply as if it was classified. The only major issue with unclassified land is that in terms of granting an interest to a third 
party such as a lease, this cannot be done until the land is classified. In summary, for the purposes of this bylaw it makes 
no difference whether the land is classified or not, if it’s held under the Act by Auckland Council – its prohibited.4. 
NZMCA submits that the failure of the proposed Bylaw to mention ‘gazette’ does not negate the application of s.14(5) of 
the Reserves Act because bylaws are a subservient form of legislation. We suggest that Council clarifies the legal 
position on this question before it decides to rely entirely on the application of s.44 to prohibit camping on all 4,000 
reserves in Auckland.The initial response from Council staff to our LGOIMA request does not of course answer the 
question of which reserve land is gazette or ungazetted, classified or unclassified. In the that it is reasonable to assume 
that Council does not know which of its reserves are ungazetted or unclassified. If this is the case, the application of s.44 
to prohibit camping on reserves may (pending a legal opinion to clarify the question) not be as straightforward as the 
Bylaw proposal suggests. The ambiguity with what is and is not a reserve has a more practical difficulty as well. Some 
pieces of land -the Auckland Domain for example; are clearly reserves and there would be no credibility in arguments 
that an errant camper misunderstood the status of the land he or she was parked on. For some other parcels of land - a 
local purpose reserve which is developed as a suburban carpark for example; there may be stronger cases for such 
misunderstandings. While it is likely that any enforcement officer would first request a camper (or a homeless person) to 
move on before issuing them with an $800 infringement fine, they are not obliged to do so. To the NZMCA this ambiguity 
and the scale of the penalties which may be heaped on people offer the conditions for unreasonable use of Council’s 
statutory powers. This unreasonableness is in part due to the scale of the infringement fines at stake here. In comparison 
with the $200 fine applicable for a similar offence under the Freedom Camping Act, $800 is significant. We note the 
Minister of Tourism’s announcement on 30th November 2021 that he is introducing higher fines for breaches of local 
freedom camping bylaws enacted under the Freedom Camping Act. A maximum possible fine of $1000 has been 
mentioned although supporting documentation for the Minister’s announcement does not mention a figure. It does 
however suggest that fines above $200 will be introduced and that these will be able to be graduated to take account of 
the seriousness of a breach or offence. We suggest that such a graduated approach is far more reasonable as a penalty 
than a blanket $800 fine which may be levied under the Reserves Act.21. NZMCA would prefer that Council abandoned 
the idea of using the Reserves Act to prohibit self-contained camping on parks and reserves and instead used the 
proposed Bylaw and the analysis and evidence it already has, from its 2018 work, to designate restricted camping sites 
on reserves as appropriate. This more considered approach would avoid ambiguity, confusion and the doubtful legality of 
attempting to use Reserves Act provisions on sites which have not been gazetted as reserves. Managing homelessness. 
The assurance offered in the Bylaw proposal that it ‘is not the intention of this bylaw to manage people who are living in 
vehicles involuntarily, due to homelessness’ and that Council ‘has committed to taking a humane enforcement approach 
to protect vulnerable members of the Auckland community’(p.19) is encouraging. However, there is nothing in the actual 
Bylaw which guarantees that this approach will be taken. While the summary offered at the front of the proposed Bylaw 
repeats this assurance, it is clear that this summary is not actually part of the Bylaw. The Bylaw proposal reports that ‘the 
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council takes a risk-based ‘graduated’ approach to all our enforcement activities’. In respect of the proposed Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw the proposal acknowledges that ‘most breaches of the bylaw will be low risk, but if campers 
are committing more serious offences (such as dumping waste or lighting fires illegally), these will be responded to as a 
higher priority‘ (p.18). This may be the original intention of those administering the Bylaw but the political reality may be 
quite different given the sensitivity of freedom camping for some communities. The efforts of the Omaha Beach 
Community Association’s to derail Council’s previous attempts in 2018 and 2019 to introduce a fully researched and well 
considered Bylaw is an obvious example of this political reality.5 Most likely much of the monitoring and enforcement 
work by Council staff in relation to the proposed Bylaw will be complaints driven. Council should expect that a large 
proportion and perhaps the majority of such complaints will come out of wealthy beachside communities. 24. While it 
might be an unfair generalisation, it may be the case that the communities most likely to complain about unlawful 
freedom camping in their neighbourhoods, are the least sympathetic to the plight of homeless people who may be forced 
to live in cars or vans. Their complaints are as likely to be over holiday makers doing a spot of freedom camping as they 
are toward a homeless person. In terms of the impact on what they believe is their legitimate right to enjoy the local 
character and amenity, there will be little difference between the two cases. 

Part 4 of the proposed Bylaw relating to enforcement, offences and penalties is clear that discretion rests with Council on 
the use of its statutory powers. However this discretion is applied, it must be applied consistently and in terms of the 
effects and problems which are intended to be addressed by the Bylaw. This suggests that without some formal 
indication of how Council expects to apply its discretion and the Bylaw’s provisions, citizens have a right to expect it to be 
applied consistently against the effects the Bylaw was created to address. Plainly put, Council staff may not actually have 
the discretion to take a ‘humane enforcement approach’ because explicit provision for this is not made in the Bylaw.The 
Bylaw Proposal makes a distinction (at p.19) between freedom camping and homelessness. It suggests that freedom 
camping is ‘people staying in vehicles overnight as part of leisure travel, or living in vehicles for longer periods as a 
lifestyle choice’ which it contrasts with ‘people who are living in vehicles involuntarily, due to homelessness’. NZMCA 
suggests that the distinction is not so clear-cut especially around definitions of lifestyle choice and involuntary 
circumstances. The Association has members who make a choice to live in a motorhome or housebus rather than 
occupying a house. Some of these members may park in inappropriate locations from time to time including unlawfully 
under local freedom camping bylaws. Not all of these people are well-off financially or have made a lifestyle choice 
perhaps as a way of avoiding the costs of housing. Some have few economic choices given their incomes, the cost of 
rents and the availability of rental housing. This is especially so for older single people working for low wages. For 
example, rent for a modest one-bedroom flat in Auckland is likely to be between $350 and $400 per week6 while the take 
home income for a person earning $50,000 per year is around $800 per week. The spill-over of housing demand into 
vehicles in Auckland is perhaps inevitable given the high cost of housing relative to income for the working poor. The 
characterisation of this demand as a lifestyle choice is inaccurate and unfair and the proposed Bylaw fails to recognise 
this. The question of how homelessness is managed is not of direct interest to NZMCA although the Association and 
many of our members are as keen as Council is to see homeless people being treated compassionately and respectfully. 
Homeless people are not protected from prosecution under the proposed Bylaw and ways should be found to ensure that 
they are. Provision might be made in Part 4 of the Bylaw for the exception of homeless people from the application of 
Council’s statutory powers to enforce the Bylaw. This of course would require the application of some criteria to 
determine when such exception is applied. NZMCA is happy to work with Council staff in developing these criteria if the 
Review Panel see merit in such an idea. More creative responses to freedom camping. Given the political and practical 
necessity for some form of bylaw to regulate freedom camping in Auckland, it seems likely that the proposed Bylaw, 
more or less in its present form, will be adopted by Council. NZMCA believes that it is very difficult to estimate the extent 
to which the supply of freedom camping opportunities practically provided for under the proposed Bylaw will match with 
demand for such opportunities. This ambiguity arises in part because Council has not been able to identify which 
potential overnight parking sites under Council control fall between those designated as restricted sites and are not on 
reserve land – whether gazetted or not. This ambiguity is increased because demand is quite diffused between travelers 
and the marginally housed and will change once Covid-19 related international travel restrictions are lifted. The Bylaw 
proposal cites data from 2018 which indicated that there were an estimated 320 freedom camping vehicles at any time 
on Auckland’s roads during February season and that there were 11 legal freedom camping sites which offered parking 
spaces for 93 vehicles. The proposed Bylaw offers 22 restricted freedom camping sites which provide spaces for 110 
vehicles. An ongoing shortfall seems likely although the tangibility of this will depend both on campers’ behaviours and 
the focus and stringency of any enforcement efforts.From NZMCA’s perspective a shortage of freedom camping 
opportunities is a problem for other than the obvious reason that our members may not be able to easily freedom camp 
in Auckland. The national situational analysis undertaken in 2016 by a working group of local authority and Department 
of Internal Affairs officials offered the following conclusion around the impact of any shortage of freedom camping 
opportunities. ‘A shortage of freedom camping areas and an increase in demand in some regions at peak times has 
resulted in overcrowding and subsequently a higher risk of primary and secondary harms. This is not conducive to 
community buy-in and has consequently led to negative media coverage and perceptions of the freedom camper, 
especially towards international visitors…… A lack of community support has contributed to the reduction of freedom 
camping available areas in some regions. However the perceived harms are not necessarily as a result of freedom 
campers as there is insufficient information available to be able to determine if harms are as a result of freedom 
campers, day trippers or indeed locals. The dominance of some communities’ perceptions and preoccupations within the 
broader policy debate around freedom camping is problematic. These perceptions are most often. poorly performed 
because there is very little reliable data on the tangible harms caused by freedom camping and on the appropriation of 
any harm to a particular group. Some preoccupations are prejudicial against visitors and even people outside of the 
immediate community. This can mean that a local council’s policy and regulatory efforts are driven by anecdote, squeaky 
wheels and those with the best paid lawyers. Such drivers miss the opportunities that visitors bring to communities and 
ignore the fact that most of us are at some time visitors in others’ communities. The DIA led working party observed that 
‘few councils actively plan with their communities, how to accommodate and optimise the benefits of freedom camping to 
their region. Consultation at the community level tends to focus on regulating to control the associated harms from 
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freedom camping. A more positive approach to exploring the opportunities for communities may result in a shift in 
perception and open up the idea to increasing the number of suitable freedom camping areas within regions and 
focusing on managing the camping activity rather than restricting and prohibiting it.’ NZMCA encourages Auckland 
Council and its local boards to now go on to explore the opportunities for more expansive provision of freedom camping 
opportunities across Auckland. This consideration should also look at opportunities in selected reserves. Such an 
exploration should acknowledge the clear differences in demand for camping sites in rural and urban parts of the region. 
We understand that Council is presently reviewing local reserve management plans in Rodney and perhaps Franklin and 
that some attention will be given in these reviews to providing for freedom camping of some form. NZMCA is planning to 
be proactively involved in these reviews, at whatever level we can be, and will be engaging our local members in this 
work. We look forward to hearing of progress on them and welcome the opportunity to be involved as soon as possible. 
The proposed Bylaw offers Council, and the communities it serves, a tool to manage some of the risks associated with 
freedom camping as well as the poor behaviours of a very small minority of freedom campers. The limitations of 
regulation and of adopting prohibitive stances toward the control of social activities are well understood. The temptation 
to regulate for every perceived social problem needs to be overcome if we are to avoid being immersed in bureaucracy 
and parochialism. In this instance such tendencies can be tempered if a fuller perspective was taken on freedom 
camping which acknowledges it as a legitimate and useful use of carefully selected parts of the public domain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Driving towards a Sustainable Future 

3rd December 2021 

Auckland Council 
Private Bag 92300 
Victoria Street West 
Auckland 1142 

Emailed to: freedomcampingbylaw@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

NZMCA’s submission to Auckland Council on the Proposed Te Ture ā-Rohe 
Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 

1. This is the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association (Inc) (NZMCA) submission to Auckland
Council’s proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw. The NZMCA is a membership-based
organisation representing the interests of private motor caravan owners in New Zealand. It was
established in 1956, and became an incorporated society in 1970. The purpose of the NZMCA is to
foster and advance the motor caravan movement by providing relevant services and information
and by promoting fellowship, vehicle safety, road courtesy and protection of the environment.

2. Over 110,000 New Zealanders are members of NZMCA of whom around 15,000 live in
Auckland. We represent our members interests’ in making this submission on the proposed
freedom camping Bylaw.  They have told us, through various membership surveys, that
freedom camping is important to them both as a personal opportunity and as a kiwi cultural
value. The gradual diminution of these opportunities by local councils through more and more
restrictive bylaws is a concern for the Association and its membership and this concern has
motivated this submission and our participation in the latest consultation process.

3. NZMCA and many of our members continue to see freedom camping as a traditional activity and 
legitimate use of public space. We reject arguments that freedom camping has had its day due to 
claims such as that by the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment that the ‘campervan
sector and its customers have been able to socialise the environmental costs of their activities’1.  We
accept that the behaviours of some freedom campers and their misuse of the environment have 
been reprehensible, but believe that such behaviours are not commonplace and have been 
overstated by parochial interests.  Evidence of who is responsible for the pressure on and damage to 
popular visitor locations is poor and often non-existent. Freedom campers are often scapegoated for 
this harm which could just as easily been caused by day-trippers or locals.  In such an evidence 
vacuum, local councils have often relied on anecdote and narrow preference to drive and decide 
policy.  Preliminary work to the current Bylaw proposal for Auckland which was undertaken during 
2018 was however sound and robust and we applaud Auckland Council for making these efforts.

1 Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment (2021) Not 100% but four steps closer to sustainable 
tourism. P.106 
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Basis of the Association’s submission 

4. NZMCA’s submission on the proposed Bylaw has four elements which are discussed in some 
detail below.  These four elements are: 

 the practical and immediate need for a responsible camping bylaw, 

 reliance on Reserves Act regulation and the reasonableness of this, 

 managing homelessness, and 

 more creative responses to freedom camping. 

The need for the present proposed bylaw 

5. NZMCA appreciates Auckland Council’s practical and legal requirements to finalise an 
adequate Bylaw under the Freedom Camping Act immediately.  The legacy bylaws which were 
amalgamated into the 2015 Bylaw have no doubt run their course both as policy tools and 
legal instruments. If the region is to have comprehensive and effective regulation of freedom 
camping, a Bylaw under the Act is the best option. 

6. The proposed Bylaw appears legally sound and is demonstrably based on previous policy 
work.  For the most part its approach is straightforward and sensible although perhaps a little 
desultory. The blanket use of Reserve Act provisions to virtually prohibit any type of camping 
on as many as 4000 reserves is summary and lazy.  Within the scope of the proposed Bylaw 
itself, it would difficult to argue that Council has been unreasonable in its justification for the 
Bylaw and in the exercise of its discretion to prohibit or restrict freedom camping on 
nominated sites.  The opportunity which the Bylaw leaves for freedom camping across the 
region is unclear however. It appears that the proposed Bylaw will fail to adequately cater for 
future demand2 although it shows no interest in doing so anyway. 

7. We note that the proposed Bylaw imposes a two-night limit on self-contained vehicles staying 
on Waiheke Island – clause 6(4).  We understand the thinking behind this limitation but 
submit that it is heavy-handed and somewhat un-related to the effect or risk it is attempting 
to manage. The two-night limit is most likely being prescribed because this complies with the 
minimum waste-water holding capacity a self-contained vehicle is required to have under NZS 
5465-20013.  It is of course perfectly feasible for a vehicle to have a larger capacity or for it not 
to be fully occupied (up to its capacity) which means of that wastewater effluent can be 
dumped off the Island even with a stay of more than two nights. NZMCA submits that this, 
across the board two-night limit, is designed to discourage motorhomes and campervans even 
visiting the Island give the high cost of ferrying over and that this amounts to a de facto ban 
on any self-contained camping on Waiheke. We suggest that the two-night limit should be 
applied with potential exceptions based on vehicles having a greater waste-water holding 
capacity than three days. 

                                                   
2 The Bylaw Proposal (at p.6) suggests that there may be as many as 320 freedom camping vehicles on 
Auckland’s roads during the peak of summary and that the designated sites will offer overnight parking spaces 
for 93 vehicles.  The sum of the places identified in Schedule 2 of the proposed Bylaw identify a figure of 110. 

3 NZS 5465-2001 Cl. 6.3 requires that all ‘toilet systems shall provide sufficient waste holding capacity for the 
occupants of a motor caravan for a minimum of three days’. 
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8. NZMCA suggests that there may be problems enforcing site capacity limits on restricted 
overnight parking sites where there is no clear delineation of the area available for parking.  A 
site such as the Waiuku Service Centre has a proposed limit of three vehicles but a designated 
area able to accommodate perhaps 20 vehicles.  Clearly if a designated site can contain far 
more vehicles than the maximum provided for in the Bylaw, there is some justification for a 
higher maximum.  This argument notwithstanding, it becomes difficult for an enforcement 
officer to determine who is breaching a bylaw limit in an over-parked site when there is no 
evidence of who arrived first or last.     

9. NZMCA fully expects Auckland Council to conduct the special consultative procedures around 
the proposed Bylaw in good faith and with an open mind.  However, the urgent need for a 
freedom camping bylaw along with the qualities of the draft proposal suggest to us that little 
will change between the proposed and adopted version.  In the proposed version we have 
major concerns with the exclusion of reserves from the Bylaw but outside of this are generally 
comfortable with the proposed prohibitions and restrictions and encourage Council to adopt 
them.  Any expansion of the prohibitions and any extension of the restrictions are in our 
opinion unwarranted and we believe that the Review Panel should avoid further change. 

Unreasonable reliance on Reserves Act provisions 

10. A hallmark of the proposed Bylaw is with what it doesn’t do.  It does not seek to regulate 
freedom camping on land which Council holds under the Reserves Act 1977 or on regional 
parks.  The NZMCA believes that this is an important shift in focus between the 2018 version 
of the proposed Bylaw and the 2022 version and that this shift should be scrutinized for its 
reasonableness and practicality.    

11. The proposed exclusion of land held under the Reserves Act from the definition of Local 
Authority Area in section 5 of the proposed Bylaw appears to have two purposes.  Firstly, it 
relies on the prohibition of camping on reserves which is provided for in section 44 of the 
Reserves Act. This avoids Council having to schedule every reserve as a prohibited area as 
required in s.11(3) of the Freedom Camping Act. Secondly, it offers the Council an opportunity 
to apply infringement fines of $800 rather than the $200 fines applicable under the Freedom 
Camping Act.  NZMCA has two main problems with this reliance. 

12. While it is perfectly reasonable for Council to utilize its powers under s.44 of the Reserves Act 
to impose a broad prohibition of freedom camping on the region’s parks and reserves, it is not 
at all clear when an area of publicly or Council owned land is actually a reserve.  It appears too 
that Council staff are not clear about this either.   

13. Section 44 of the Reserves Act prohibits (outside of Ministerial consent) anyone living 
temporarily or permanently on a reserve.  Presumably the term ‘reserve’ is used particularly 
here to mean a reserve as defined by the Interpretation section of the Act (s.2).  This section, 
inter alia, defines a reserve as:  

‘any land acquired after the commencement of this Act in any manner by an administering 
body as a reserve within the meaning of this Act, and any land vested in any local authority 
which, not theretofore being a public reserve, is by resolution of the local authority pursuant 
to section 14 declared to be set apart as a reserve. 
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Section 14 allows a local authority to declare (by way of a formal resolution) the vesting of 
land in itself as a reserve. Once the various processes for confirming any such resolution, the 
local authority is required, under s.14(3), to refer it to the Minister who has discretion to 
confirm or reject the resolution (under s.14(4).  If the Minister chooses to confirm the 
resolution then the status of the subject land as reserve is determined finally by gazettal. 
Importantly s.14(5) determines that : 

‘No resolution under this section shall have any force or effect until it is gazetted as aforesaid’. 

14. It would appear then that while it is possible for Council to hold a parcel of land under the 
Reserves Act, its status as a reserve depends critically on it being gazetted.  The definition of a 
reserve and so the application of s.44 to unauthorised uses relies on this.   

15. Council’s 2018 report Managing freedom camping: Findings report acknowledged that the 
Reserves Act only applied to gazetted parcels of land and reported that 60% to 70% of the 
region’s 4,000 reserves under Council’s control had been gazetted (at p.9). Assuming that only 
modest progress has been made in rectifying this situation over the intervening three years, it 
would seem that between 1,000 and 1,500 of Council’s reserves cannot have the Reserves Act 
prohibitions available under s.44 applied to them.  But where are these reserves and how will 
the public be able to identify them? 

16. NZMCA has made a LGOIMA request of Council seeking this information. The statutory 
deadline for fulfilling this request was still running at the time submissions to the proposed 
Bylaw closed. Council staff have however promptly responded to the information request 
seeking a clearer definition of the types of land we sought information about.  This response 
argued: 

‘the bylaw doesn’t mention ‘gazette’ in any context so requesting data on reserves that are 
‘gazetted or ungazetted’ would be inapplicable.  

‘They (the Council team responding in the first instance) have also made of note the if the 
terms used were classified reserves or unclassified reserves then the answer is the same, it still 
makes no difference as the bylaw refers to ‘land held under the Reserves Act’. All land held 
under the Reserves Act is subject to the Reserves Act whether the land has been classified or 
not.  The fact that it is subject to the Act means the Act and its provisions apply as if it was 
classified. The only major issue with unclassified land is that in terms of granting an interest to 
a third party such as a lease, this cannot be done until the land is classified.  

In summary, for the purposes of this bylaw it makes no difference whether the land is classified 
or not, if it’s held under the Act by Auckland Council – its prohibited.4 

17. NZMCA submits that the failure of the proposed Bylaw to mention ‘gazette’ does not negate the 
application of s.14(5) of the Reserves Act because bylaws are a subservient form of legislation. 
We suggest that Council clarifies the legal position on this question before it decides to rely 
entirely on the application of s.44 to prohibit camping on all 4,000 reserves in Auckland. 

18. The initial response from Council staff to our LGOIMA request does not of course answer the 
question of which reserve land is gazette or ungazetted, classified or unclassified.  In the 

                                                   
4 Email correspondence from Council employee received on 23 November 2021. 
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absence of a final response, and given the defensiveness of the initial responses, we believe 
that it is reasonable to assume that Council does not know which of its reserves are 
ungazetted or unclassified.  If this is the case, the application of s.44 to prohibit camping on 
reserves may (pending a legal opinion to clarify the question) not be as straightforward as the 
Bylaw proposal suggests. 

19. The ambiguity with what is and is not a reserve has a more practical difficulty as well.  Some 
pieces of land -the Auckland Domain for example; are clearly reserves and there would be no 
credibility in arguments that an errant camper misunderstood the status of the land he or she 
was parked on.  For some other parcels of land - a local purpose reserve which is developed as 
a suburban carpark for example; there may be stronger cases for such misunderstandings. 
While it is likely that any enforcement officer would first request a camper (or a homeless 
person) to move on before issuing them with an $800 infringement fine, they are not obliged 
to do so.  To the NZMCA this ambiguity and the scale of the penalties which may be heaped on 
people offer the conditions for unreasonable use of Council’s statutory powers.  

20. This unreasonableness is in part due to the scale of the infringement fines at stake here.  In 
comparison with the $200 fine applicable for a similar offence under the Freedom Camping 
Act, $800 is significant.  We note the Minister of Tourism’s announcement on 30th November 
2021 that he is introducing higher fines for breaches of local freedom camping bylaws enacted 
under the Freedom Camping Act.  A maximum possible fine of $1000 has been mentioned 
although supporting documentation for the Minister’s announcement does not mention a 
figure. It does however suggest that fines above $200 will be introduced and that these will be 
able to be graduated to take account of the seriousness of a breach or offence.  We suggest 
that such a graduated approach is far more reasonable as a penalty than a blanket $800 fine 
which may be levied under the Reserves Act.      

21. NZMCA would prefer that Council abandoned the idea of using the Reserves Act to prohibit 
self-contained camping on parks and reserves and instead used the proposed Bylaw and the 
analysis and evidence it already has, from its 2018 work, to designate restricted camping sites 
on reserves as appropriate.  This more considered approach would avoid ambiguity, confusion 
and the doubtful legality of attempting to use Reserves Act provisions on sites which have not 
been gazetted as reserves. 

Managing homelessness 

22. The assurance offered in the Bylaw proposal that it ‘is not the intention of this bylaw to manage 
people who are living in vehicles involuntarily, due to homelessness’ and that Council ‘has committed 
to taking a humane enforcement approach to protect vulnerable members of the Auckland 
community’(p.19) is encouraging. However, there is nothing in the actual Bylaw which guarantees 
that this approach will be taken.  While the summary offered at the front of the proposed Bylaw 
repeats this assurance, it is clear that this summary is not actually part of the Bylaw. 

23. The Bylaw proposal reports that ‘the council takes a risk-based ‘graduated’ approach to all our 
enforcement activities’. In respect of the proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw the 
proposal acknowledges that ‘most breaches of the bylaw will be low risk, but if campers are 
committing more serious offences (such as dumping waste or lighting fires illegally), these will 
be responded to as a higher priority‘ (p.18). This may be the original intention of those 
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administering the Bylaw but the political reality may be quite different given the sensitivity of 
freedom camping for some communities.  The efforts of the Omaha Beach Community 
Association’s to derail Council’s previous attempts in 2018 and 2019 to introduce a fully 
researched and well considered Bylaw is an obvious example of this political reality.5  Most 
likely much of the monitoring and enforcement work by Council staff in relation to the 
proposed Bylaw will be complaints driven. Council should expect that a large proportion and 
perhaps the majority of such complaints will come out of wealthy beachside communities.   

24. While it might be an unfair generalisation, it may be the case that the communities most likely 
to complain about unlawful freedom camping in their neighbourhoods, are the least 
sympathetic to the plight of homeless people who may be forced to live in cars or vans.  Their 
complaints are as likely to be over holiday makers doing a spot of freedom camping as they are 
toward a homeless person.  In terms of the impact on what they believe is their legitimate right 
to enjoy the local character and amenity, there will be little difference between the two cases.  

25. Part 4 of the proposed Bylaw relating to enforcement, offences and penalties is clear that 
discretion rests with Council on the use of its statutory powers. However this discretion is 
applied, it must be applied consistently and in terms of the effects and problems which are 
intended to be addressed by the Bylaw. This suggests that without some formal indication of 
how Council expects to apply its discretion and the Bylaw’s provisions, citizens have a right to 
expect it to be applied consistently against the effects the Bylaw was created to address.  
Plainly put, Council staff may not actually have the discretion to take a ‘humane enforcement 
approach’ because explicit provision for this is not made in the Bylaw.   

26. The Bylaw Proposal makes a distinction (at p.19) between freedom camping and 
homelessness.  It suggests that freedom camping is ‘people staying in vehicles overnight as 
part of leisure travel, or living in vehicles for longer periods as a lifestyle choice’ which it 
contrasts with ‘people who are living in vehicles involuntarily, due to homelessness’. NZMCA 
suggests that the distinction is not so clear-cut especially around definitions of lifestyle choice 
and involuntary circumstances.  The Association has members who make a choice to live in a 
motorhome or housebus rather than occupying a house.  Some of these members may park in 
inappropriate locations from time to time including unlawfully under local freedom camping 
bylaws.  Not all of these people are well-off financially or have made a lifestyle choice perhaps 
as a way of avoiding the costs of housing.  Some have few economic choices given their 
incomes, the cost of rents and the availability of rental housing.  This is especially so for older 
single people working for low wages.  For example, rent for a modest one-bedroom flat in 
Auckland is likely to be between $350 and $400 per week6 while the take home income for a 
person earning $50,000 per year is around $800 per week. The spill-over of housing demand 
into vehicles in Auckland is perhaps inevitable given the high cost of housing relative to 
income for the working poor.  The characterisation of this demand as a lifestyle choice is 
inaccurate and unfair and the proposed Bylaw fails to recognise this. 

                                                   
5 See Localmatters newspaper report of 3rd July 2019 at https://www.localmatters.co.nz/hibiscus-
news/omaha-challenges-freedom-camping-bylaw/ 
6 This estimate is based on a survey of rents in south and west Auckland suburbs taken from the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment’s Tenancy Bond database.   
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27. The question of how homelessness is managed is not of direct interest to NZMCA although the 
Association and many of our members are as keen as Council is to see homeless people being 
treated compassionately and respectfully. Homeless people are not protected from prosecution 
under the proposed Bylaw and ways should be found to ensure that they are.  Provision might 
be made in Part 4 of the Bylaw for the exception of homeless people from the application of 
Council’s statutory powers to enforce the Bylaw.  This of course would require the application of 
some criteria to determine when such exception is applied. NZMCA is happy to work with 
Council staff in developing these criteria if the Review Panel see merit in such an idea. 

More creative responses to freedom camping 

28. Given the political and practical necessity for some form of bylaw to regulate freedom 
camping in Auckland, it seems likely that the proposed Bylaw, more or less in its present form, 
will be adopted by Council. NZMCA believes that it is very difficult to estimate the extent to 
which the supply of freedom camping opportunities practically provided for under the 
proposed Bylaw will match with demand for such opportunities.  This ambiguity arises in part 
because Council has not been able to identify which potential overnight parking sites under 
Council control fall between those designated as restricted sites and are not on reserve land – 
whether gazetted or not.  This ambiguity is increased because demand is quite diffused 
between travelers and the marginally housed and will change once Covid-19 related 
international travel restrictions are lifted.   

29. The Bylaw proposal cites data from 2018 which indicated that there were an estimated 320 
freedom camping vehicles at any time on Auckland’s roads during February season and that 
there were 11 legal freedom camping sites which offered parking spaces for 93 vehicles.  The 
proposed Bylaw offers 22 restricted freedom camping sites which provide spaces for 110 
vehicles.  An ongoing shortfall seems likely although the tangibility of this will depend both on 
campers’ behaviours and the focus and stringency of any enforcement efforts. 

30. From NZMCA’s perspective a shortage of freedom camping opportunities is a problem for 
other than the obvious reason that our members may not be able to easily freedom camp in 
Auckland.  The national situational analysis undertaken in 2016 by a working group of local 
authority and Department of Internal Affairs officials offered the following conclusion around 
the impact of any shortage of freedom camping opportunities. ‘A shortage of freedom 
camping areas and an increase in demand in some regions at peak times has resulted in 
overcrowding and subsequently a higher risk of primary and secondary harms. This is not 
conducive to community buy-in and has consequently led to negative media coverage and 
perceptions of the freedom camper, especially towards international visitors…… A lack of 
community support has contributed to the reduction of freedom camping available areas in 
some regions. However the perceived harms are not necessarily as a result of freedom campers 
as there is insufficient information available to be able to determine if harms are as a result of 
freedom campers, day trippers or indeed locals.’7  

31. The dominance of some communities’ perceptions and preoccupations within the broader 
policy debate around freedom camping is problematic.  These perceptions are most often 

                                                   
7 Department of Internal Affairs (2016) Managing Freedom Camping in Public Places – national situational 
analysis.  p.5 
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poorly performed because there is very little reliable data on the tangible harms caused by 
freedom camping and on the appropriation of any harm to a particular group. Some 
preoccupations are prejudicial against visitors and even people outside of the immediate 
community.  This can mean that a local council’s policy and regulatory efforts are driven by 
anecdote, squeaky wheels and those with the best paid lawyers.  Such drivers miss the 
opportunities that visitors bring to communities and ignore the fact that most of us are at 
some time visitors in others’ communities.   

32. The DIA led working party observed that ‘few councils actively plan with their communities, 
how to accommodate and optimise the benefits of freedom camping to their region. 
Consultation at the community level tends to focus on regulating to control the associated 
harms from freedom camping. A more positive approach to exploring the opportunities for 
communities may result in a shift in perception and open up the idea to increasing the number 
of suitable freedom camping areas within regions and focusing on managing the camping 
activity rather than restricting and prohibiting it.’  

33. NZMCA encourages Auckland Council and its local boards to now go on to explore the 
opportunities for more expansive provision of freedom camping opportunities across 
Auckland. This consideration should also look at opportunities in selected reserves. Such an 
exploration should acknowledge the clear differences in demand for camping sites in rural and 
urban parts of the region. We understand that Council is presently reviewing local reserve 
management plans in Rodney and perhaps Franklin and that some attention will be given in 
these reviews to providing for freedom camping of some form.  NZMCA is planning to be 
proactively involved in these reviews, at whatever level we can be, and will be engaging our 
local members in this work.  We look forward to hearing of progress on them and welcome 
the opportunity to be involved as soon as possible. 

34. The proposed Bylaw offers Council, and the communities it serves, a tool to manage some of 
the risks associated with freedom camping as well as the poor behaviours of a very small 
minority of freedom campers.  The limitations of regulation and of adopting prohibitive 
stances toward the control of social activities are well understood. The temptation to regulate 
for every perceived social problem needs to be overcome if we are to avoid being immersed in 
bureaucracy and parochialism.  In this instance such tendencies can be tempered if a fuller 
perspective was taken on freedom camping which acknowledges it as a legitimate and useful 
use of carefully selected parts of the public domain.  

 
Alan Johnson 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Email:  alan@nzmca.org.nz Mob 027-471958 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Heart Of The City 

Your local board: Regional organisation 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Heart of the City (HOTC) is the business association for Auckland’s city centre, representing the interests of businesses 
and property owners. We are committed to the growth and success of the city centre as a vibrant, accessible, safe and 
welcoming urban community. Feedback: Our feedback on the Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 
raises a number of points in relation to the potential issues that could come from the change in how this activity is 
permitted and managed in Auckland. Whilst we acknowledge that the Freedom Camping Act 2011 only allows local 
authorities to prohibit or restrict Freedom Camping where it is satisfied that restrictions are necessary due to evidence of 
existing problems, we note our concern that the shift from near-total prohibition to near-total permission could result in 
Freedom Camping-associated problems arising in areas that haven’t previously seen demand. We note that the process 
to add new prohibited or restricted areas to the Bylaw schedules is not detailed in the draft Bylaw, although it is 
mentioned in the online FAQs (“What happens if problems emerge in other areas?”). It would be useful to have this 
clarified. HOTC would like to see a robust process developed for a) monitoring demand and issues, and b) considering 
whether additional areas should be scheduled. We suggest the latter should include but not be limited to the frequency at 
which additions should be considered as well as the risk/harm threshold for addition. Enforcement (Part 4, Clause 9) and 
the availability of enforcement resource to respond to any problems that arise is important. We acknowledge the wide 
range of enforcement work that is already required of Auckland Council, and given this, we wanted to raise whether 
Auckland Council is adequately resourced to withstand the additional demand potentially created by effectively opening 
Auckland up for Freedom Camping. We note that a process exists for the temporary easing of Freedom Camping 
restrictions (Part 3, Clause 8, points 1 – 6), but that no similar process exists for the temporary addition of restrictions 
(Clause 7). We suggest that parties such as major event organisers may have cause to request that restrictions are 
temporarily put in place to allow the effective functioning of their activities, and that a process should be included in the 
Bylaw for this to be able to take place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PO Box 105 331, Auckland 1143 | info@hotcity.co.nz 

5 December 2021  

By email to: freedomcampingbylaw@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

Heart of the City (HOTC) Submission to Auckland Council’s Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles 

Bylaw 2022 

INTRODUCTION 

Heart of the City (HOTC) is the business association for Auckland’s city centre, representing the 

interests of businesses and property owners.  We are committed to the growth and success of the 

city centre as a vibrant, accessible, safe and welcoming urban community. 

Feedback: 

Our feedback on the Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 raises a number of points 

in relation to the potential issues that could come from the change in how this activity is permitted 

and managed in Auckland.   

Whilst we acknowledge that the Freedom Camping Act 2011 only allows local authorities to prohibit 

or restrict Freedom Camping where it is satisfied that restrictions are necessary due to evidence of 

existing problems, we note our concern that the shift from near-total prohibition to near-total 

permission could result in Freedom Camping-associated problems arising in areas that haven’t 

previously seen demand.  

We note that the process to add new prohibited or restricted areas to the Bylaw schedules is not 

detailed in the draft Bylaw, although it is mentioned in the online FAQs (“What happens if problems 

emerge in other areas?”). It would be useful to have this clarified. HOTC would like to see a robust 

process developed for a) monitoring demand and issues, and b) considering whether additional 

areas should be scheduled. We suggest the latter should include but not be limited to the frequency 

at which additions should be considered as well as the risk/harm threshold for addition. 

Enforcement (Part 4, Clause 9) and the availability of enforcement resource to respond to any 

problems that arise is important. We acknowledge the wide range of enforcement work that is 

already required of Auckland Council, and given this, we wanted to raise whether Auckland Council 

is adequately resourced to withstand the additional demand potentially created by effectively 

opening Auckland up for Freedom Camping. 

We note that a process exists for the temporary easing of Freedom Camping restrictions (Part 3, 

Clause 8, points 1 – 6), but that no similar process exists for the temporary addition of restrictions 

(Clause 7). We suggest that parties such as major event organisers may have cause to request that 

restrictions are temporarily put in place to allow the effective functioning of their activities, and that 

a process should be included in the Bylaw for this to be able to take place. 

Contact details for submission: Tania Loveridge, Head of Advocacy and Engagement, Heart of the 

City, c/o Tania@hotcity.co.nz 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Forest & Bird 

Your local board: Regional organisation 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We do however, advocate for adding an additional rule relating to management of pets by freedom campers. Pets – 
specifically dogs and cats – pose significant threats to native wildlife through disturbance or predation. Specifically: 5.1. 
Flightless birds such as kiwi and weka, Department of Conservation’s Draft Kiwi Recovery Plan 2018-20281 section 
5.1.2. makes particular mention to the impact of dogs on kiwi stating that "dogs are the greatest threat to adult kiwi in 
areas where kiwi habitat overlaps with or is close to human populations or activity ..”,5.2. Nesting and breeding birds, if 
disturbed by cats or dogs may leave their nests resulting in the loss of clutches or broods and increases the risk of eggs 
or chicks being predated. Research has shown that nesting success in areas where dogs or cats are permitted is low 
Birds that feed on our beaches, estuaries and braided rivers such as dotterel, little blue penguin, godwits and oyster 
catchers, if disturbed by cats or dogs may be disrupted in their feeding patterns which is concerning for migratory birds 
as this influences their flight plans and weight in preparation, similarly, shorebirds need a lot of undisturbed time to forage 
for small invertebrates in the sand and mud4,5, and Ground dwelling lizards, for example, one cat recently was found to 
have consumed 28 native lizards6. This is a particular concern given that there are areas that allow freedom camping 
which are located in Significant Ecological Areas or Conservation Zones. We therefore propose that an additional rule is 
added to the Bylaw that require freedom campers to: Keep dogs and cats on leashes at all times, no roaming allowed 
and they must be kept contained overnight. If additional rules such as that in point 7.1. is not added, we strongly 
advocate for areas which are considered Significant Ecological Areas or Conservation Zones to be prohibited areas for 
freedom camping. We also use this opportunity to highlight that when determining areas where freedom camping can 
occur, and presenting this to the public, Auckland Council should present this spatially so that people can determine 
where the potentially high-risk areas are by overlaying the map with Significant Ecological Areas and Conservation 
Zones. Furthermore, we propose that Auckland Council invests in better education in popular freedom camping spots 
around the threats that dogs and cats pose to native wildlife, e.g., erection of signs, and, undertakes public education on 
how to be a responsible pet-owning freedom camper. Please see the appendix which contains recent images of impacts 
on native wildlife from dogs and cats to illustrate the importance of Auckland Council taking urgent steps to avoid these 
impacts in any way possible. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We are pleased to see the restrictions on disposal of waste from chemical toilets on Waiheke Island and we hope that 
this is enforced by Auckland Council officers. further use this opportunity to highlight that at present, there are not 
enough waste disposing facilities in the Auckland region. For example, in numerous popular freedom camping areas 
(e.g., Shore Road Reserve, Gulf Habour, Piha, etc) often have over flowing bins in summer from freedom campers. We 
suggest that Auckland Council provides larger bins in popular freedom camping areas to avoid overflow and litter ending 
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up in the environment. To avoid mis-use of bins (e.g., illegal household dumping), options could be developed which 
require freedom campers to purchase some form of keytag which allows for bins to be opened. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ground floor, 205 Victoria Street, Wellington 
PO Box 631, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 

0800 200 064 
www.forestandbird.org.nz 

02 December 2021 

Attn: Auckland Council, Regulatory Practice Community and Social Policy, 

freedomcampingbylaw@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED FREEDOM CAMPING IN VEHICLES BYLAW 

Introduction 

1. The Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of New Zealand Incorporated (Forest & Bird) is

New Zealand’s largest, and oldest, independent nature conservation organisation with many

members and supporters. Our mission is to be a voice for nature on land, in fresh water, and at

sea. We have 47 branches throughout the country who are involved in a wide range of

conservation and advocacy activities, seven of which are in the Auckland region.

2. We wish to be heard in support of this submission.

Submission 

Proposed general rules 

3. Our submission is neutral regarding the four proposed general rules:

3.1. Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the safe-containment rule)

3.2. Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking

area (the maximum stay rule) 

3.3. Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the day 

of departure time rule) 

3.4. Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-parking area for two 

weeks (the no-return period rule) 

4. We do however, advocate for adding an additional rule relating to management of pets by

freedom campers.

5. Pets – specifically dogs and cats – pose significant threats to native wildlife through disturbance

or predation. Specifically:
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5.1. Flightless birds such as kiwi and weka, Department of Conservation’s Draft Kiwi Recovery 

Plan 2018-20281 section 5.1.2. makes particular mention to the impact of dogs on kiwi 

stating that "dogs are the greatest threat to adult kiwi in areas where kiwi habitat overlaps 

with or is close to human populations or activity ..”, 

5.2. Nesting and breeding birds, if disturbed by cats or dogs may leave their nests resulting in 

the loss of clutches or broods and increases the risk of eggs or chicks being predated. 

Research has shown that nesting success in areas where dogs or cats are permitted is 

low2,3, 

5.3. Birds that feed on our beaches, estuaries and braided rivers such as dotterel, little blue 

penguin, godwits and oyster catchers, if disturbed by cats or dogs may be disrupted in their 

feeding patterns which is concerning for migratory birds as this influences their flight plans 

and weight in preparation, similarly, shorebirds need a lot of undisturbed time to forage for 

small invertebrates in the sand and mud4,5, and 

5.4. Ground dwelling lizards, for example, one cat recently was found to have consumed 28 

native lizards6. 

6. This is a particular concern given that there are areas that allow freedom camping which are 

located in Significant Ecological Areas or Conservation Zones.  

7. We therefore propose that an additional rule is added to the Bylaw that require freedom campers 

to: 

Keep dogs and cats on leashes at all times, no roaming allowed and they must be 

kept contained overnight. 

8. If additional rules such as that in point 7.1. is not added, we strongly advocate for areas which 

are considered Significant Ecological Areas or Conservation Zones to be prohibited areas for 

freedom camping.    

 
1 https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/science-and-technical/tsrp64entire.pdf 
2 https://newzealandecology.org/nzje/3211.pdf 
3 https://birdlife.org.au/documents/Dogs_and_Beach-nesting_Birds_Management_Solutions_Nov2018.pdf 
4 https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/media/documents/oexp-science/geography/community-engagement/geog-
309/2020/GEOG309-20-Behavior-of-dogs-and-their-owners-at-key-Estuary-ecological-sites.pdf 
5 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2391219/ 
6 https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/126460978/calls-for-tighter-cat-controls-after-cat-devours-28-native-lizards 
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9. We also use this opportunity to highlight that when determining areas where freedom camping 

can occur, and presenting this to the public, Auckland Council should present this spatially so 

that people can determine where the potentially high-risk areas are by overlaying the map with 

Significant Ecological Areas and Conservation Zones.  

10. Furthermore, we propose that Auckland Council invests in better education in popular freedom 

camping spots around the threats that dogs and cats pose to native wildlife, e.g., erection of 

signs, and, undertakes public education on how to be a responsible pet-owning freedom camper. 

11. Please see the appendix which contains recent images of impacts on native wildlife from dogs 

and cats to illustrate the importance of Auckland Council taking urgent steps to avoid these 

impacts in any way possible.  

Restrictions about waste dumping on Waiheke Island 

12. We are pleased to see the restrictions on disposal of waste from chemical toilets on Waiheke 

Island and we hope that this is enforced by Auckland Council officers.  

Infrastructure for freedom camping 

13. We further use this opportunity to highlight that at present, there are not enough waste disposing 

facilities in the Auckland region. For example, in numerous popular freedom camping areas 

(e.g., Shore Road Reserve, Gulf Habour, Piha, etc) often have over flowing bins in summer from 

freedom campers. We suggest that Auckland Council provides larger bins in popular freedom 

camping areas to avoid overflow and litter ending up in the environment. To avoid mis-use of 

bins (e.g., illegal household dumping), options could be developed which require freedom 

campers to purchase some form of keytag which allows for bins to be opened.  

Conclusion 

14. For any questions relating to this submission please do not hesitate to contact me 

Lissy Fehnker-Heather, Regional Manager for Auckland and Coromandel, Forest & Bird,  

l.fehnker-heather@forestandbird.org.nz, 022 460 8478 
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APPENDIX: SUPPORTING IMAGES OF IMPACTS ON NATIVE WILDLIFE FROM ROAMING 

CATS AND DOGS 

 

Image 1: Deceased black-billed gull which was found with broken bones from a dog attack (note this was one of several)7 

 

 
7 https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/127069075/suspected-dog-attack-causes-500-critically-endangered-gulls-to-abandon-nests 
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Image 2: Kiwi that was mauled by a dog8 

 

 

 
8 https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/dog-attacks-northland-kiwi-sparking-warning-from-bird-
rescuer/HK2HHPFIV4BN7VWJQU37ETM7IM/ 
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Image 3: Snares crested penguin after being attacked by a dog – now deceased9 

 

 
9 https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/north-otago/penguin-dies-lingering-death-after-dog-attack 
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Image 4: Three deceased kiwis who died from dog puncture wounds10 

 
10 https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/northland/68823695/three-dead-kiwi-in-two-days 
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Image 5: Cat feeding on a juvenile wild-capped mollymawk11 

 

 

 
11 https://www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/maukahuka-pest-free-auckland-island/#1 
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Image 6: Cat licking dotterel eggs12 

 

 

Image 7: Pile of regurgitated native lizards likely having been consumed by a cat13 

 
12 https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/118914809/researcher-uses-night-cam-footage-to-find-neighbours-cat-eating-vulnerable-
dotterel-eggs 
13 https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/126460978/calls-for-tighter-cat-controls-after-cat-devours-28-native-lizards 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? More public toilet and trash cans, dumping Stations, simple as that 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Providing toilets, shower and trash cans, dumping Stations will solve problems. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Its not fair to restrict anyone freedom 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripNot 
setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local 
businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared 
parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please dont restrict people, people are responsable and clean and we should all have the right the nature of  the country 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please dont put more restrictions, but improve and make more places travel and camp friendly 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No restrictions 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: As much failities allows 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  



#5 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They come all the time and its 
always ckean 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive, The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the 
environment and/or public health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I support a set time of between 8-9am unlesss they 
are parking in areas that has heavy overflow/commuter parking for PT hubs ( such as streets and parking used by park 
and ride customers that normally fills up early) it should then be changed/designated t 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please ensure council/enforcement officers and the relevant power/control through the bylaw is provided for so they can 
enforce compliance and move people on etc. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

1; Please prohibit freedom camping in the Shelley Beach (South head- Kaipara harbour) parking lots opposite the wharf 
area ( if not already covered in the bylaw/other measures) 

2: Please prohibit as a matter of importance freedom camping along the carparks in front of the Milford Marina - Inga 
road, Milford.  Competing usage especially in summer is causing issues with marina users and walkers. The marina is 
not gated and burglaries are common at times on the vessels.  

Please also prohibit: 

1. The gravel carpark near the southern end of Colonial Road, Birkenhead (commonly assumed to be part of Chelsea 
Estate Heritage Park). 

2. The carparks at the end of Exmouth Road, Northcote (commonly assumed to be part of Heath Reserve). 



#34 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

3. All marked carparks at the western end of Beach Haven Road in the vicinity of Beach Haven Wharf, and the access 
road to the wharf. 

4. All marked carparks at the southern end of Queen Street in the vicinity of Te Onewa (Northcote) Wharf. 

5. All marked carparks within the road corridor of College Road between Kilham Ave and Ernie Mays St, that form part of 
the wider south-western Northcote Town Centre carpark. 

6. All marked carparks at the Rawene Road carpark, Birkenhead. 

7. All carparks at the carpark behind the Sunnyhaven Ave shops that services the shops and Opaketai Beach Haven 
Gardens. 

8. All formed carparks designed to service neighbourhood shops and businesses, including (but not limited to):  

• Birkdale Rd shops, 

• Chartwell Rd shops,  

• Chivalry Rd/Diana Rd shops,  

• Glenfield Rd/Wairau Rd shops (portion of carpark), 

• Levesque Rd shops,  

• Manuka Rd shops, 

• Moore St shops,  

• Pupuke Rd shops, 

• Rangatira Rd/ Lysander Cr shops,  

• 71 Roseberry Ave, 

• Salisbury Rd shops,  

• Sunnybrae Rd shops, 

• View Rd (western end) shops, 

• View Rd (eastern end)/Wairau Rd shops (portion of carpark). 

9. All slip roads within the road corridor that provide access to private properties, whether they are parallel to roads (for 
example on Glenfield Road) or across corners/intersections (for example corner of Sunset Rd/Target Rd; corner Mokoia 
Rd/Colonial Rd). 

10. All carparks servicing community centres/houses, libraries and leisure centres that are on parcels of land held under 
the Local Government Act, (but not limited to):  

• Active Zone carpark (Lot 1 DP 94804);  

• Bayview Community Centre (Lot 2 DP 79494);  

• Birkdale Community Hall (Part Lot 55 DP 1675);  

• Glenfield Leisure Centre (Lot 11 DP 65017, Lot 11 DP 65017, Lot 11 DP 65017, Lot 11 DP 65017, Lot 11 DP 65017);  

• Glenfield Library (Part Lot 2 DP 49045, Part Lot 3 DP 49045, Part Lot 4 DP 49045, Part Lot 5 DP 49045);  

• Highbury House (Pt Lot 12 Blk I DP 804, Lot 13 Blk I DP 804);  
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• Kaipatiki Community Facilities Trust (Lot 151 DP 49752);  

• NorthArt (Allot 651 Psh of Takapuna);  

• Northcote Library (Allot 652 Psh of Takapuna, Lot 1 DP 92328). 

* 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Please designate, Tryphena 
wharf and parking area and whangaparapara wharf and associated parking area are prohibited. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? No parking on the Grass, only 
camper vans and similar fit for purpose vehicles, no cars permitted even if they are "self contained" 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Please prohibit freedom camping 
in the river front area at the Warkworth town basin ( if not already done so) 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We are NZMCA members and have a fully compliant and certified vehicle 

However many backpackers and others have non compliant and non certified vehicles which they just print off and stick 
on their vehicle 

In order for an enforcement officer to check if the sticker is genuine it should be able to be electronically checked by 
being part of the vehicle road license sticker issued by NZTA which of course needs a current WOF/COF TO comply 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#69 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#76 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping is becoming a synonym for freeloading, where people are 
choosing to live in vehicles long term not because they can't afford rent or have no jobs but because they can live on a 
beachfront free of charge without having to pay for the infrastructure they use - roads, toilets, beach reserves, beach 
maintenance, water quality monitoring, rubbish pick up, stormwater, and water - not to mention the other services 
provided by ratepayers and the Councils they support.  So yes, freedom camping needs restrictions, not invitations.  Is it 
some basic human right to camp anywhere you want? Not anywhere else in the world - try camping on the village 
reserve somewhere in Spain or Japan!  Yet we found Te Araroa walkers to name just one group, blatantly camping in the 
middle of our village or in our park endlessly due to the 2011 legislation.  Why can't they support local businesses 
providing accommodation or use the local campground? Because they don't want to spend any money at all. The 
average Te Araroa spends $8 a day in NZ, much like freedom campers who choose to stay in their vehicles for free 
rather than support local hotels and motels. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): A one night stay discourages the current abuse of areas where freedom camping is 
permitted. Even where it is banned we still took over one year to make a bus move out of our Council reserve, and it 
moved only 6 km. So if there is a general rule that only one night, it gives local people support to remind freedom 
campers if they overstay. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Our local experience with freedom camping, both with vehicles and without,  has been overwhelmingly negative and 
reinforces that most people freedom camping are not doing so because they are poor, but because they choose not to 
pay.  The freedom camping mentality is to make use of what is available and move on, with never a thought to contribute 
in any way.  They walk right past volunteers working, add their rubbish to overfull bins when they could carry it away, and 
love to congregate in ever increasing numbers to party, which is becoming a containment issue. 



#76 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

On another level, freedom campers in self contained vehicles are contributing hugely to our loss of wild and isolated 
places, as they seek out these spots to park up for weeks at a time. Using social media to share their experiences 
encourages ever increasing numbers to go to one place, reducing the ability of local people or other visitors to enjoy the 
place because they can't get a park,  or because they are seeking out just the isolation and solitude that freedom 
campers are destroying.  

When did freedom camping become a national right and what was the purpose? There is a great policy paper by our late 
National government laying out the need to educate New Zealanders as to the great economic value of freedom camping 
and that this form of tourism was to be encouraged in order to generate GST for government coffers. Yet these great 
profits, which are totally disputable, go not to our government, local or national, but to a handful of firms specializing in 
overpriced rentals of self contained vehicles, putting eateries and accommodation providers out of business.  These 
vehicles don't spend money in small towns, they drive right through them to the freedom camp the Council was forced to 
provide 2 km away.  Freedom camping is a plague and I support any restrictions that Auckland Council wishes to 
introduce and the creation of an effective and fulltime enforcement agency to ensure that thee bylaws are followed. We 
might then have an answer to the gangs colonizing our suburban beaches during and after our  lockdowns. Move them 
on, they come back in a week. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#90 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#103 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripNot 
setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local 
businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared 
parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#103 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#103 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Self containment certificates should have the vehicle registration on the cert so they can not be just printed and 
purchased on the internet which is what is happening at the moment ,and toilets in these vehicles should have to be 
permanently mounted not just there for show under the bed. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#112 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be large designated areas not small beaches as they take up too much room and and prevent families 
going to the beach and also erode the banks at local beaches. In my experience most leave rubbish. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Put in infrastructure for freedom camping in most used popular  areas , ie 
toilets , showers in some areas , and LARGE refuge bins that are emptied WHEN FILLED not left to overflow . 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days every 7 days , not more than 2 times every 30 
days . 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The streets of Auckland are crowded and parking often difficult without allowing 
Freedom Camping . 

I live in a neighbourhood which specifies on our own property titles 'no long term parking of caravans or campervans', to 
prevent the unsightliness of camper vehicles in the neighbourhood.   

This mass freedom on Auckland roads unless specified as regulated is awful, as it does not cover coastal areas which in 
turn will disavail flexible and available parking for visiting public. 

Every kerb!  Outside every house! As well as undercatered day parking at reserves and on coastal land!  Ridiculous. 

Freedom camping is not for cities and environs. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The freedom to move within a 500m area and park again is again outrageous! 

Within a 20km radius maybe. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In truth I do support the general rules, but only as they would be applied to specified areas within a City.  1 night 8am 
departure,  20km distance between nightly parks and  no return within 6 months minimum.  No idea how you would ever 
patrol this.. but equally no idea why you would ever permit the extensive availablity. 

I do not support Freedom Camping on ever available kerb and park other than those few 'reserves' noted in the proposal.  
I think this will cause enormous disturbance in areas where the populace pays high rates to the Council to maintain 
standards of living which don't allow unsightly freedom camping.  When I camp I am quite satisfied to support and utilise 
the facilities of the camps and reserves available. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These prohibitions are too 
localised!  These are crowded town dwelling areas with few recreation areas, fewer car parks and apalling public 
transport options!  This does not provide for campers to support camp ground providers, or accommodation 
providers in the city. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage by restricted area. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 
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Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  



#122 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Restricted sites 
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Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

Restricted sites 
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Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Papakura Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 



#122 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient 
coverage over restricted area. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above .. insufficient coverage 
over restricted area. 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free!  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#122 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Let campervans stay in camp 
grounds supporting those businesses.  Let people withor without campervans stay in accommodation provided in 
all suburbs and streets of the whole of Auckland city including all of Rodney.  Restrict all street frontages, parks 
and reserves and keep the environs campervan free! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The option of 'It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers' is a 
biased way of wording it and shows the council has already decided what they are going to do. The question is about 
having general rules so should be worded as such.  The change to basic rules implies that you are not asking much and 
shouldn't be questioned.   

My view is I know a lot of freedom campers and do a bit myself. Just because someone doesn't have a self contained 
vehicle does not mean that they will cause harm to the environment. By taking away the option to sleep in a vehicle that 
is not self contained you are taking more freedom away from New Zealanders - particularly ones that are not wealthy 
enough to own a self contained vehicle. Everyone should have the opportunity to travel around our own country in an 
affordable way. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter 
rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I support the two day max rule however putting a departure time doesn't make a lot of 
sense. How can you put more value on someone else using that park than the freedom camper staying those extra few 
hours who as you have mentioned - could be spending money at local businesses.  Being too strict and unreasonable is 
not good for tourism and is also not very Kiwi.  As you have also mentioned, areas that require the space during peak 
traffic are already restricted. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I support the two day max rule however putting a departure time doesn't make a lot of 
sense. How can you put more value on someone else using that park than the freedom camper staying those extra few 
hours who as you have mentioned - could be spending money at local businesses.  Being too strict and unreasonable is 
not good for tourism and is also not very Kiwi.  As you have also mentioned, areas that require the space during peak 
traffic are already restricted. 

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom campers should be given warnings before being fined. Our country has so many mixed freedom camping rules 
and restrictions that it is becoming incredibly confusing and hard to manage. There should be more compassion. Look at 
queenstown as a prime example - you basically can't stay there anymore if you are wanting to freedom camp (or even 
park!) so heaps of people just bypass it now which is a loss to the local businesses.  Most freedom campers are good 
people who are responsible and do the right thing. We shouldn't be penalizing everyone because of a few people's poor 
choices. Do we stop people from driving on our roads because there are a few that are irresponsible and cause harm to 
people and the environment? No. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): it's all very well to have all these rules BUT Who is going 
to enforce them . It's like dog laws no enforcement so why have them 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): So who is going to enforce this rule? Are there going 
to  be appointed guardians on  duty every morning at  9am to make sure rules are followed. GET REAL 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Again who is going to police this . Volunteers who live 
in the neighbourhood who have been especially appointed or paid or the police? People will come back when they feel 
like it unless there is some sort of register 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This debate goes on and on and the days of freedom camping in my opinion are over in today's world. We have 
campgrounds. The system proposed relies on people doing the right thing and unfortunately many don't. And if there are 
so many rules people generally like to break them unless there are systems of enforcement and fines. We'll be having 
this debate again next year and forever 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 days is better 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#181 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to see a formal warning for a first time offence as sometimes mistakes are made when arriving in a new spot, 
after dark. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#201 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is already a local 
council owned campsite only 3 km away. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is already a local 
council owned campsite only 3 km away 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 



#201 

 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): They can come back to that spot after 2 days 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

These aren't fair, I support freedom camping and these particular rules are subjugation people who want to see the area 
to unfair fines and rules. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#242 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#267 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Only if land is suitable for 
vehicles to park on 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no council freedom 
sites on Great Barrier 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no council freedom 
sites on Great Barrier 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no council freedom 
sites on Great Barrier 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no council freedom 
sites on Great Barrier 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If parking is available this 
would be a got set-out point from where people could park and use the Bus to go to the city. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We need more freedom 
camps in Auckland and less Covid testing stations! 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Make more parking for 
freedom campers 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 



#267 

 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No more freedom camp 
areas are needed and this is a good one 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is already more than 10 
vehicles there, people will miss out 

 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom camping spots 
needed 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom camping spots 
needed 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Can't see why not, make 
some parkings for campers and all good to go. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Safer to stay out of Otara for 
campers 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Safer to stay out of Otara for 
campers 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Plenty of space at the pump 
station, very suitable 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed, 
especially for surfers 
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? More freedom sites needed 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It used to be a good freedom 
camping spot right in the heart of the city. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

To whom it may concern: 

As residents of the Omaha Spit, we totally oppose the concept of ‘freedom camping’ at the Omaha Spit. The area is 
totally unsuitable for this kind of activity. We do not oppose having camper vans visit the area for a short day stay but 
overnight stays are not appropriate. There is a camper van park a few kilometres away that should be developed further 
to provide toilets, laundry facilities, effluent disposal facilities and run on a commercial basis (as happens in other parts of 
the world).  

The Omaha Spit is a residential area where the entire infrastructure was paid for by residents. It is inequitable that 
‘freedom campers’ are able to avail themselves of those assets that are already at a premium without contributing to the 
cost of that infrastructure.  Security and Community services are paid for by the residents. The Auckland Council, in the 
28 years we have lived here, has been woeful in enforcing its bylaws (dogs on the beach, etc) and it is likely that 
‘freedom camping’ rules will not be enforced either. (So who will?).  

Then there is the matter of rubbish disposal. No one can guarantee that there won’t be rubbish left after a ‘freedom 
camper’ has departed. Ditto, the maintenance of the limited number of public waste bins. 

The Omaha Spit, by its nature as a residential area, has very limited parking that is at a premium in the peak seasons. 
To say that ‘freedom campers’ can park at or near the boat launching ramp is a ludicrous idea because, as was shown 
recently, the boating fraternity (many coming from miles away) clogs the parking areas for up to 1500metres away. 

We believe that the Omaha Spit must be designated a no-Freedom Camper area in preference of a properly developed 
camper van park at the nearby  Matakana Farm Park on Omaha Flats Road (enhancing the existing camper van park 
already located there). 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

  

Yours faithfully 

ROBERT ROY BUCKETT FEng. NZ 
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Retired Chartered Professional Engineer 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area should be CLOSED at 
night to protect the native bush and Kauri tree. Risk of fire from BBQ or smoking. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Why are the options saying freedom camping problem. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, Shorter stays are already the norm for most 
freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): 3 days is reasonable and what we used when 
travelling around Australia last year 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There is not enough freedom camping areas in akld. Departure time of 09:00 is too early 10:00 is reasonable 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park? Maximum 
number of vehicles, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is not enough freedom 
camping areas in akld. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule 
without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Omaha should clearly be a prohibited area. People use their bach to relax, not to have their parking place taken by a 
camper, not to be kept up at night or woken in the morning by campers (particularly when people have young children) , 
not to have the merge toilet facilities taken up by campers, not to have their outside water taps and showers used by 
campers when the bach owners are on valuable tank water (remember bach owners are not resident for most days in the 
year), it would provide substantial difficulties in excluding campers from the community/golf club bathrooms. Campers 
often visiting Omaha for the only time do not understand the set up at Omaha and have no interest in abiding by any 
general rules. Example, they ask where a tap is and when they are told there are no public taps they simply stop by a 
property and use a tap. Campers will use what ever facilities they can find rather than use their own facilities in their van 
for obvious reasons. 

The Council simply do not have the manpower or the money to enforce the rules and even if the campers are charged, 
they are likely to leave the country before they can be convicted and/or pay the fine. 

The Council cannot even enforce existing bylaws regarding dogs on the beach which are a substantial risk to children. I 
see this openly flouted on most visits to the beach. 
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The Auckland rates are already excessive and it is the ratepayer who will have to pay for putting the rules into effect and 
enforcing the same. 

There are numerous loopholes the campers can explore such as they were resting see the recent Tasman DC case. 

If the Council see any advantage in having Campers in Auckland, then they need to provide more designated sites with 
facilities.   

Having any freedom camping makes it difficult for private campgrounds to maintain customers throughout the year. 
Closing private campgrounds will put even more pressure on places where campers would like to camp but should not. 

The last thing you want when you are at home in Auckland or at a bach  is to have an argument with a freedom camper 
outside your property . 

There should be absolutely no freedom camping in Auckland. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I do support the Freedom campers have a limited stay, 
however I would like to see leeway given to those who live in their vehicles while working in the city.  

Please see my explanation in the final comment. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Once again, I support limits for Freedom campers but ask for leeway for those who 
are legitimately living and working. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am not only thinking of freedom campers. For a time I lived in my (self contained) vehicle while working (also variable 
shifts) away from home and had to find suitable places to park, so I appreciated places I could go where I felt safe, where 
were basic facilities, where I felt I would not be bullied to move and where I was not so far from my job that it would be 
difficult. I met others also in the same position. I believe some measure of thought needs to be given to these people. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): None 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 



#302 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Prohibit this area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Warkworth & District Museum 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Designated parking would be 
useful 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Commercially hired or rented campervans should only be permitted  if the hirer has a master licence with Council in the 
same manner as we have with e-scooter licensing so Council can enforce rules against the operator instead of chasing 
individuals all over the world after poor compliance. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are large areas of 
Omaha which are exclusively residential yet there is no prohibition on Freedom camping in Omaha. The 2 
activities do not sit well together and it should be banned on residential streets 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It should be accepted that there are some one-off and incidental situations where people sleep in their vehicles 
overnight, such as avoiding domestic violence, medical reasons, or intoxication. Such situations should be exempt from 
the general rules. Without such an exemption, people will be hounded by Nimby vigilantes. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I agree with rules about self containment where toilets are not provided. I think there should be more freedom camping 
sites with facilities. I agree with a maximum stay - maybe 3 nights is more reasonable and 10am for departure. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Most NZ freedom campers are responsible people who care about the environment and leave the place as they found it. 
I agree with measures to stop the few who do not respect the site and the privilege but please do not punish the many for 
the offences of the few. Thank you. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke is becoming priced 
out for many Aucklanders. I was a resident there for 25 years until I lost my home in a divorce. I would like to be 
able to camp there - the only way I can now afford to go there. The island used to welcome the less fortunate and 
those on low incomes. Freedom camping offers a way to continue this and as many sites as possible should be 
provided. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke is becoming priced 
out for many Aucklanders. I was a resident there for 25 years until I lost my home in a divorce. I would like to be 
able to camp there - the only way I can now afford to go there. The island used to welcome the less fortunate and 
those on low incomes. Freedom camping offers a way to continue this and as many sites as possible should be 
provided.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke is becoming priced 
out for many Aucklanders. I was a resident there for 25 years until I lost my home in a divorce. I would like to be 
able to camp there - the only way I can now afford to go there. The island used to welcome the less fortunate and 
those on low incomes. Freedom camping offers a way to continue this and as many sites as possible should be 
provided. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think this area should offer 
freedom camping in Alison Park but not in the car parks by the library. It can be difficult to get a park there which 
is a problem for elderly and disabled people or mothers with children trying to access the library and other 
amenities. 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Two comments: 

1.  I believe that Buckleton Road in Rodney should be a prohibited area.  Buckleton Rd is a small and narrow road 
adjacent to the Buckleton Beach  Reserve.  It is the only flat road in the community (the access Rd, Whitmore Road, is 
steep and therefore not suitable for freedom camping).  Buckleton Road becomes congested over summer, and there 
are many children in the Bay.  I believe that our children's Health and Safety is at risk by allowing freedom camping on 
Buckleton Road. 

2.  I am most concerned about the ability of Auckland Council to provide staffing to respond to freedom camping issues 
at Buckleton Beach.  There is a clear and obvious risk that freedom campers will attempt to camp on the Buckleton 
Reserve (which is illegal).  Our community is 45 minutes drive from council's Orewa base.  This distance makes effective 
policing of council's freedom camping bylaw very difficult. Other beaches in our area - including Omaha - will  have the 
same issue.  I believe that council should employ a dedicated 'Matakana Beach area' officer over the summer months in 
order for freedom camping issues to be dealt with quickly and efficiently. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The freedom campers do not create a problem if they are self contained. Who is going to police these rules? At the 
moment there is no penalty for non self contained campers.  
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why does it have to be restricted 
to this unsuitable area? What is wrong with the current freedom camping areas? 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  



#438 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is the parking place 
immediately outside the cafe and so is in regular use by cafe goers. To park a campervan in this place will 
impede others who are going to the cafe and there is limited turning space.  It is preferable to have campervans 
in a larger area such as the current reserves and NOT in a space which is utilized heavily for visiting the cafe and 
which provides easy beach access for disabled. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Shorter 
stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By allowing ratepayers in each ward to vote whether freedom campers would 
be allowed into their ward. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By making it compulsory for all camper vans to have satellite tracking units fitted in them so 
that it can bee sen where each vehicle has parked with heavy fines being imposed on the freedom campers who break 
the rules (i.e. confiscation & crushing of vans). 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Campers do not support local business/shops near the area of natural beauty where they want to stay, rather they will 
buy at the largest supermarket near to where they come from as very large city supermarket costs will always be 
cheaper than small shops in a rural/out of town area. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This bylaw heavily favours campers over ratepayers who live in the area, pay big rates and have to suffer having their 
local facilities over used by people who don't pay (i.e. the campers) and who with their camper vans block up local roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the 
norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  



#449 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am very surprised the existing 
permitted but restricted areas at Sunburst Ave and Snells Beach Road carparks have not been included in the 
permitted areas. As a resident in Sunburst Ave We appreciate the campers presence in the carpark as it assists 
with moderating bad night time behaviour by zealous youths. The balance with the 5 presently allowed fits well. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 or 4 days would be more approriate so that people can 
stay for a weekend 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The restricted areas must limited as much as possible.  You guys love rules and enforcement for its own sake.  We don't 
want to end up with no unrestricted areas, or the nice parts of Auckland all blocked off.  Leave some interesting places 
unrestricted. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Keep the restricted areas to a minimum.  I agree that you need some, but the number is excessive.  What is wrong with 
Huapai library for example? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, The cost of buying, hiring, or 
converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom 
camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripNot 
setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#472 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a requirement to be certified self-contained 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I have a Jeep with a roof top tent. I am a very responsible a conscientious camper. I 
never leave any waste behind, often taking other people's waste with me, but I would be unlikely to be certified as self-
contained. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed 
by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed 
by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ 
access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed 
by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): support independent campgrounds to provide no frills services and contain this issue. 
Can u imagine how someone who has to go through all the hurdles of consent for a campground feels about council 
allowing folks to camp free in the area and use council (read ratepayer) funded facilities while the campground goes 
broke? 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Who ceritifies it??? Can't get the MBIE dos, it won't download...u can already buy a 
fake sticker online so how will it be authenticated? 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If u bring them in, enforce them! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We've been talking about this forever; while we don't have pushback from overseas visitors who use a range of tactics to 
camp anywhere (!) lets get this sorted properly so the next lot that arrive know absolutely what's required. Same for the 
NZers who don't seem to care 

and enforce it! 

Otherwise all this is a waste of time and energy 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This old photo bears no 
resemblance to the area's current state. It now has a cafe and adjacent carparking and is busy from 0700 all day 
with customers and locals. Additionally it is close to an environmentally sensitive area ie the beach, esp the 
northern end, where sensitive populations of seabirds (dotterels, godwits) nest and roost. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Establish designated freedom camping parks that freedom campers can use 
rather than any public street or parking area...having designated freedom camping parks will ensure (i) residential streets 
don't get overused / blocked by freedom campers taking away from the use of the street, and especially parking, utilized 
by residential residence and (ii) that residential streets, residential berms and open residential sections adjacent to 
residential streets are not used as toilets and places to dump refuse...which I have seen happening 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Do not permit use of unregulated area's...instead set up designated freedom camping 
parks complete with public toilets and rubbish bins 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? They will affect residential owners (i) who 
would otherwise use roads outside of their properties for parking and (ii) who have to clean up sanitary waste and 
rubbish from the street, berm and their own properties 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 



#527 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Because there is no real capability to monitor 
and enforce the self-containment rule, I advocate for designated freedom camping parks where services are available so 
self containment is not a requirement and therefore does not need to be monitored and enforced...use of technology that 
licenses a vehicle, together with a phone app, could those vehicles access to designated freedom camping parks 
meaning monitoring and enforcement would not be required. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Because there is no real capability to monitor and 
enforce the maximum -stay rule on public streets and parking area's, I advocate for designated freedom camping parks 
where it is more feasible for designated officials to monitor and enforced maximun-stay 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Because there is no real capability to monitor and 
enforce the set-departure-time rule, I advocate for designated freedom camping parks where it is more feasible to 
monitor and enforced set-departure-times...use of technology that licenses a vehicle for a 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Because there is no real capability to monitor and 
enforce the no-return-period rule, I advocate for designated freedom camping parks where it is more feasible to monitor 
and enforced non-return-period limits...use of technology that licenses a vehicle for a period of time via a phone app and 
a localized beacon could be used to limit access to designated freedom camping parks. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Setting up designated freedom camping parks and using technology such as vehicle-transmitters and/or phone apps that 
grant licensed access to the freedom camping sites and facilities and also automatically monitors and manages 
maximum--stay, set-departure and no-return rules would provide an optimal solution for residence in ensuring their 
streets and properties are retained for their quiet enjoyment while providing freedom campers with certainty around 
places to stay, facilities and access to a community of like-minded travelers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Monitoring and enforcement, to be effective, needs to be maintained at high levels across all locations freedom campers 
could utilize...this is just not possible given the wide domain freedom campers will have access to...to make this feasible 
(i) limit the areas freedom campers have access to by setting up designated freedom camping parks complete with 
essential facilities such as freshwater, toilets and rubbish bins and (ii) use technology such as vehicle transmitters and/or 
phone apps that grant licenses to access, stay and use facilities at designated freedom camping sites which would be 
fitted out with beacons and gates...(iii) vehicles could be fitted with transmitters via VTNZ and/or approved providers or 
phone apps could be made available via NZTA...NZTA could also be responsible form monitoring and enforcement using 
the facilities they have in place for billing and collecting tolls. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would also advocate than all 
of the suburban streets be prohibited from freedom camping...(i) there are many streets where roadsides are 
used by residence for their own parking, especially in Omaha, (ii) these areas do not have access to town supply 
fresh water and sewerage systems  

 and the limited number of public facilities that do provide access to tank water for drinking / washing and toilets 
with inground septic tank systems will be over utilized and (iii) nesting native birds and sea life in the area will be 
at risk of being disturbed / killed as freedom campers will not appreciate / respect the wild life as much as local 
residence, especially dotterels in the Omaha dunes...there is also an abundance of council land throughout 
Rodney that could be turned into designated freedom camping sites i.e. Matheson Bay Reserve. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would also advocate than all 
of the suburban streets be prohibited from freedom camping...(i) there are many streets where roadsides are 
used by residence for their own parking, especially in Omaha, (ii) these areas do not have access to town supply 
fresh water and sewerage systems  

 and the limited number of public facilities that do provide access to tank water for drinking / washing and toilets 
with inground septic tank systems will be over utilized and (iii) nesting native birds and sea life in the area will be 
at risk of being disturbed / killed as freedom campers will not appreciate / respect the wild life as much as local 
residence, especially dotterels in the Omaha dunes...there is also an abundance of council land throughout 
Rodney that could be turned into designated freedom camping sites i.e. Matheson Bay Reserve. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would also advocate than all 
of the suburban streets be prohibited from freedom camping...(i) there are many streets where roadsides are 
used by residence for their own parking, especially in Omaha, (ii) these areas do not have access to town supply 
fresh water and sewerage systems  

 and the limited number of public facilities that do provide access to tank water for drinking / washing and toilets 
with inground septic tank systems will be over utilized and (iii) nesting native birds and sea life in the area will be 
at risk of being disturbed / killed as freedom campers will not appreciate / respect the wild life as much as local 
residence, especially dotterels in the Omaha dunes...there is also an abundance of council land throughout 
Rodney that could be turned into designated freedom camping sites i.e. Matheson Bay Reserve. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It would be too hard to 
enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Signage must be installed to limit roadside camping in historically narrow rural access ways especially those without 
footpaths. An example is at the Takatu peninsula and in particular small bays en route eg Campbells beach 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Probitory Signage must be installed to limit roadside camping in historically narrow rural access ways especially those 
without footpaths. An example is at the Takatu peninsula and in particular small bays en route eg Campbells beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I feel that Freedom Camping is fine is Self contained but I would like to suggest that Council consider increasing Parking 
Areas for these vehicles in spaces that do not infringe on others lifestyle or local activities.   Beach Fronts and roadsides 
are for all not just campers. 

In our area the roads are far too narrow and hazardous as we have no Kerb/footpath and channelling or walk ways that 
do not infringe on the road traffic.  I would like to see the Road side at Campbells Bay and the Roadside at Baddeleys 
put aside from the general rule preventing parking including Baddeleys Beach rd,  Clifton Road, Campbells Beach Rd, 
Kookabura Place and Pigeon Place. 

Policing of such bylaws is very fragmented and as such parking can cause difficulty for rescue and leisure vehicle.   

The new bylaws should include legislation about width of roads and areas and be more defined. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Council should not make decisions that affect locals without Consultation.  we the Taxpayers and Ratepayers have rights 
to determine what assets and/or structural changes should be made to ownership of Parks Reserves and Roadways, 
waterways and Beach Access. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#558 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

For these rules to work Council needs to staff appropriately to police the freedom camping areas and alerts from citizens 
when the rules are not being complied with. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#560 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? The current 
proposed area for freedom camping encloses the only area that is suitable for boat trailer parking. This is the 
bottom half of the orange shaded area used to indicate where restricted parking should be, and is the only space 
that has sufficient room for the maneuvering of long vehicles with trailers. The wharf and boat ramps are used 
primarily for boating, and therefore it would be completely wrong to remove the only area where boat trailers are 
able to park. In summertime there are already issues with boaties being unable to park in this space due to 
camper van overcrowding, leading to trailers being parked on the grass causing damage. Therefore the area I 
have identified should be designated as trailer parking only, with camper parking to be designated further north of 
that area where the turning space is more limited 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The Rules that no account of Traffic Safety. In some areas allowing campers to park 
on the roadside with large campervans would be a major safety hazard. Have you consulted with the Police and have 
you inspected every street and road to ensure Traffic Safety would not be compromised. if not do so now. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? One size doesnt fit all.  Use some common sense. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? One size doesnt fit all. Use some common sense. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? One size doesnt fit all. use some common 
sense. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Again one size doesnt fit all. Use some common sense and apply according to the circumstances. A roads and streets 
are not the same width therefore not all have the capacity to safely accommodate camping vehicles. It should not be 
about making it easy for the Council to make a bye-law. It should be about good governance. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

How are you going to ensure compliance. You are incapable of ensuring compliance at the Campbells and Baddeleys 
Beach Reserves now. Camper breach the bye-law knowing you lack the capacity and capability to enforce your own bye-
laws. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I agree with the rules but you need to have more freedom camping areas available/ 
designated in Auckland so you dont have campers in SCC camping legally at the moment you on advertise on your web 
site gulf harbour and snells beach  and tui glen in henderson and yes some out south but nothing in the greater auckland 
area. that is safe to stay  

 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce 
a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too hard to enforce 
a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, 
rather than having a stricter general rule, It wouldNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and 
make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, 
this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, It would be too 
hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have a SCC and I dont like doing the wrong thing I would like to know where I can stay safe and I am not going to be 
moved on or fined We live in Auckland and it would be nice to know there are places we can go and stay overnight so we 
dont have to travel far just to have a break away for the weekend or a night (so we dont get caught in all the traffic on a 
friday night or a sunday night coming home  more places like Gulfharbour would be great.  Every SCC I have uncounted 
respect the environment and clean up after them selfs  it is the people who come for the day make most of the mess  

thanks 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 nights seems more reasonable, allowing time for 
people to look around the area. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Self conatainment can be pretty arbitory.  Better to have sites with access to public toilets, otherwise vehilces should 
leave no trace. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

For many sites the number of vehicles overnighting is small - provision should be made to enable more to stay 
overnights & leave by say 8 or 9am, so daytime use is avaiiable. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I would like the maximum stay rule to change from 2 
days to 3 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should be restricted to roads and streets that have marked parking spaces or to car parks.Otherwise 
they can park on narrow roads restricting pedestrian and vehicular movement. this particularly dangerous on roads 
where there is no footpaths 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

For or the by law to be effective it will need prompt enforcement. It  is no use if the enforcement officials don't respond 
promptly to complaints as the offenders will have moved on and will soon learn that they can ignore the by law with 
impunity. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Most people have no idea what is a "Reserve" and what is a roadside.  I think that the provision of freedom camping in 
some reserves should be allowed but the rules all need to be in one easily understood place.  Here we have a reserve 
which is perfect for freedom camping and is only used for dog walking, but now people aren't allowed to camp there.  A 
real case of the NIMBY attitude.  Those of us lucky enough to own beach property should make provision for other 
people to also share the beachfront. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#580 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): I believe freedom campers also have rights and I’ve seen many examples of 
residents being unreasonable and unwilling to share what they believe to be ‘their’ own areas with outsiders 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think perhaps a minimum no rerun period makes 
sense, but two weeks seems excessive.  I’d support a week or even 4-5 days 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): if its a public location then why are they not to be permitted normal daytime usage, if 
they have had their two nights, then as long as they are gone by nightfall there isnt a real issue, they have as much right 
to regular day time usage as the rest of us. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): if its a public location then why are they not to be permitted normal daytime usage, if 
they have had their two nights, then as long as they are gone by nightfall there isnt a real issue, they have as much right 
to regular day time usage as the rest of us. 

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

How are you planning on allowing daytime only usage, ie someone using their camper as regular transport and perhaps 
parking up near their workplace for the day...or even a nightshift. There is alot of ignorance on the usage of these 
vehicles for regular transit, esp in non peak hours when travel by public transport can be dangerous. I know a woman 
who uses hers as both transport and toilet as public facilities when she goes to her night job are actually scary and 
sometimes dangerous. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

All enforcement officers should be properly trained and understand the difference between day tripping and freedom 
camping....if people have pulled into a carpark and having dinner at a restaurant, they should not be assumed to be 
staying overnight. Also they should not insist on seeing inside/ispecting the vehicle, if its certified its certified and women 
should not have to fear what is currently happening...late night knocking and insistance on inspection!!!!! 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? And keep i mind that boaties 
are the biggest uses and littering has mostly been them and the odd local day visitor. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? People parking here, often travel 
by ferry to other parts and spend money in Auckland 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#595 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  



#595 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#595 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 



#596 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-
contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a 
stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#596 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please concider that our public spaces are for everyone, the certified freedom camper pay road users fees and most pay 
rates and have for many many years. Seems that the locals just dont want Campervans at thier local beach, 
Campervans bring security to the beach parking lots and reduce anti social behaviours, we nèed to encourage Freedom 
camping at each and every council car park which is at a beach or park. Limit to 3 spaces, for upto 2 nights over the next 
two weeks, ensure alot of them allow dogs (on and off leash options) as many retired RV camping people have small non 
threating dogs as companion animals. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The problem is not setting the rules it is the fact that no one takes notice, there is no 
regulations put in place to monitor it. If the correct campervans with correct facilities are parked in these arears then the 
others without this will just think they can park as well. If there are no toilet facilities then there is going to be a problem. 
In the past freedom parkers think they have the right to park where and when they want and also for how long . No 
Regulations then what????? 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? There are generally camp sites where for a small fee all the facilities they 
need are available. perhaps maybe regulated areas are made available for this with toilet facilities to 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Reason being nobody to check and the mess 
left behind will upset people who have to put up with this, washing in public toilets hanging washing on the outside of 
their vans all day There needs to be controlled area for the freedom parkers as as yet this has not happened in Orewa I 
have complained to council on several times that freedom parkers are taking up space at the Surf Club car park 
preventing tourists parking 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): There are people with vans with the certified sticker and it is evident these do not 
adhere to the correct rules to obtain these stikers 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): This has in the past been abused max 2 nights in a 
month, the last 2 nights in one month and first 2 in the second month making a total of 4 nights 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

These rules must be able to be checked on and enforce or otherwise it is a total waste of time as in the past 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

see comments about limited scope of survey on previuos page, see attachments for more info 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There has to be a greater presence of compliance inspectors, and regular inspections all year round checking freedom 
campers are obeying the rules. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As a resident in Kokihi lane Snells beach, we have seen first hand freedom campers using local bush area as a toilet. 
This is across the road from resident homes. This location does not have toilet facility. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): The non return period is open to abuse. For example 
Orewa has more than 15 roads within 150m of the beach so freedom campers could stay permanently in Orewa as long 
as they move  to another street after 2 days. The proposal wording needs to change to prevent suburban streets being 
turned into permanent accommodation. Perhaps a 10km rule would fix this. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? Further 
north of the proposed area 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This car park is used primarily as 
a boat car park and in summer had 20+ boats daily. With campers parked here we will not be able to have 
sufficient parking or turn around areas which means the grass will be used to do this leaving the grass to get 
damaged which we do not want for our lovely park. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Parking on all Council owned land other than restricted  will include many pinch 
points with designated roadside  parking spaces outside businesses or in narrow roadways. Berms in Rural areas would 
also be used with little chance of being caught. The wording does NOT specifically prohibit berms and  should do. 
Parking outside most houses randomly also poses a vast problem. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By allowing greater freedom for campers but ensuring that Rural roads are 
better protected. There will be little opportunity to police/enforce self containment, rubbish disposal, open fires, and 
offensive noise in remote areas which, none the less, have residential dwellings. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

See comments about limited scope of survey on previuos page 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It would appear that your 
survey fail s to include a major village, namely MATAKANA  which is the main access route to  both Ti Point and 
to Leigh. It is a popular destination, far more so than Leigh or Ti Point. 

In fact the survey fails to ask for ANY additional areas, other than those already decided on,  that should be 
considered, hopefully by oversight rather than  by deliberate design. 

Matakana village poses several problem areas: Main road in from Warkworth or bypass, The round-about, road 
to river jetty, All of Matakana Valley Rd with shops, Pub & cinema, Parking in front of the Hall, etc and the road 
beyond that soon narrows to Whangaripo Valley Rd and the road to Pakari all of which should be prohibited 
overnight parking, Leigh Rd from the roundabout to Whangateau and the parking for tha hall. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 



#624 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Please see  comments at end of this submission under "other feedback" 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Set aside specific areas where freedom camping IS permitted so that problem 
campers can be more easily tracked and controlled, and these areas can be better  and more easily policed by the 
enforcement officers.  

Please see  comments at end of this submission under "other feedback" 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? See comments above. Avoid the current scatter gun approach. Prevent freedom camping 
both as defined by the Act and outside of the Act (refer my comments in last section on comments on the regulations) on 
all roads (but allow selected safe laybys) and set aside zones for freedom camping. These can be mapped as required 
by the Freedom Camping Act on Council Geomap layers and campers can have a link to their phones, via the internet,  
to show those areas where they can camp. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Multiple reasons , mainly around camping on 
residential roads, reserves, community hall carparks causing health and safety issues, restricted access to ratepayers, 
sports teams, etc etc, . Please see  comments at end of this submission under "other feedback" 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, If 
freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that 
area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 



#627 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please see  comments at end of this submission under "other feedback" 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Submission on Freedom camping 
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The following is a submission by  on the Auckland Council proposed Freedom Camping Bylaw 2021. I note 
that the Freedom Camping Act  2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land and allows councils to make 
reasonable rules “…to protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access to shared space.” 

Further the Auckland Council states in the “Statement of Proposal, “To control freedom camping in an area, the council 
needs to be satisfied that it would otherwise pose a risk to the health and safety of visitors to the area, public access to 
the area, or the area itself.” 

I have 9 areas of concern. 

1. Reserves 

Freedom Camping on reserves under the Reserve Act 1953 are prohibited and I support this position. However, neither 
the Rodney Local Board nor any unitary plan maps, as per the Council online GIS Geomaps, explain which reserves are 
reserves under  the Reserves Act and which are not. Therefore, this affects my ability to make an informed submission. 

I submit that Council needs to go through their records and identify all such reserves and parks that are NOT under the 
Act and put these on an appropriate register and prohibit Freedom Camping on these reserves as well. For example, 
what about Totara Park, Manurewa?  

Will Council be allowed to maintain barriers at the entrances to other parks, if so, how is this covered under the bylaw? 

Since Reserves under the Reserves Act are unclear to the local boards, the general public and certainly to travelling 
freedom campers, all Council sites with the word “reserve” in the name plate need to be excluded as Freedom Camping 
sites. Sites that are reserves under the Reserve Act but do not have the word “reserve in their name” need to be 
replaced to make it clear that Freedom Camping is prohibited at these sites. 

To avoid confusion, I submit that ALL reserves, open space and recreational reserves as set out in the Unitary Plan 
maps, whether under the act or not, are prohibited camping areas. It is important that car parks associated with these 
public areas are kept free for the community use for sports and recreation, particularly at weekends. Sports recreation 
reserves need to have restricted use at weekends, public holidays and from 15th  December to say 31st January. As 
such recreation reserves need to be restricted and bookings required just as community groups have to book times on 
recreation reserves. 

2. Coastal Marine areas 

There appears to be nothing in the bylaws to protect coastal margins, the coastal marine areas and in particularly the 
intertidal zone. The Act states “freedom camp means to camp (other than at a camping ground) within 200 m of a motor 
vehicle accessible area or the mean low-water springs line of any sea or harbour….” 

How a freedom camper calculates this is a mystery to me as the chart datum and land datum conversion varies across 
Auckland and the two harbours.  It seems that the law theoretically permits freedom campers to set up camp on the 
beach (other than a Reserve under the Reserve Act), as for example at Snells Beach the mean low water spring level is 
more than a kilometre out to sea (although the corresponding mean high-water spring is 3.3 metres). 

There is nothing to stop campers setting up camp on breakwaters. 

To avoid confusion, I submit that all camping in the coastal marine area and within 50 metres of the Mean HIGH water 
spring line, as shown on the Council GIS Unitary plan maps, is prohibited. 

3. Where strangers to the City are able camp will be unclear. 

How are strangers to Auckland expected to understand which reserves, areas and locations are available for camping 
and which are not? It would have been preferable to show areas where freedom camping is permitted, not where it is not 
permitted, although the Act seems to be trying to confound this logical approach. 

It seems that people will camp at random and then it will be up to the community reporting and Council employed 
enforcement officers to apply the bylaw if they are camped illegally. This does not meet the multiple criteria Council have 
set of “to protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access to shared space”  and, “the council needs 
to be satisfied that it would otherwise pose a risk to the health and safety of visitors to the area, public access to the 
area, or the area itself.”  

The latest Freedom of Camping Act (updated October 2021 law states “freedom camp means to camp (other than at a 
camping ground) within 200 m of a motor vehicle accessible area or the mean low-water springs line of any sea or 
harbour, or on or within 200 m of a formed road or a Great Walks Track” 
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Therefore, Freedom Camping using a tent can occur, without ablutions,  if more than 200 metres away from a road (for 
example off an access road along a stream walkway). I don’t think this is suitable for Auckland. 

There needs to be a distance where camping is prohibited from all watercourses and I submitted 50 metres is 
reasonable. Again, these no permitted camping zines can be shown on a Freedom Camping layer on GIS mapping. 

I submit that a leaflet and  signage is used to direct Freedom Campers, together with a link to Council’s GIS mapping 
with layers showing areas where camping in prohibited or restricted, and allowed. Then the rules are clear to everyone 
and not left to multiple judgements of random people. 

4. Roads and access 

I strongly disagree that road carriageways be used as freedom camping areas and that Council “wait to see if there are 
issues” rather than prohibiting now. The currently proposed bylaw fails to address the key criteria Council have set for the 
bylaw. 

The use of road carriageways or parking spaces immediate adjacent to the carriage pose a health and safety risk to road 
users and freedom campers; interfere with public safety in terms of public sightlines and pedestrian road crossings, 
cause blockage of stormwater channels in the road increase the risks of litter and greywater discharges (thereby 
resulting in increased environmental risks) and interfere with emergency service access. 

There need to be provisions added to allow for a flexible system so that signs can be erected if problem areas found and 
also to identify sites that need to be excluded from the general permitted rules – like boat and trailer bays adjacent to 
roads; parking in busy areas like Piha and West coast beaches, outside licenced camp-grounds, outside schools, etc. 

These can easily be mapped and identified through a layer in the Council’s GIS system. 

Furthermore,  the Freedom Camping Act states “Freedom camping is permitted in any local authority area unless it is 
restricted or prohibited in an area— 

(a) in accordance with a bylaw made under section 11; or 

(b) under any other enactment.” 

It is unclear whether the Transport Act, and other parking bylaws have precedence or not, as on page 8 it currently 
states, “The Bylaw will not duplicate rules that are relevant to freedom camping, but which are already set out in ……”. It 
does not say which bylaw takes precedence. 

For the avoidance of doubt, I submit that the new Freedom of Camping Bylaw needs to clearly state which other bylaws 
have precedence. 

There needs to be a prohibition on using all road carriages such that road safety takes precedence over Freedom 
Camping to avoid major issues such as:- 

• Restricting access to emergency vehicles 

• Increased risk of night-time nose to tail collisions and serious injury to freedom camper occupants 

• increased risk of vehicle damaged due to narrowed carriageways due to parked campers (which are generally 
larger vehicles with more protrusions than cars) 

• Increased risk to the general public due to changes to sightlines due to large, parked vehicles for pedestrians 
and people crossing roads. 

I submit that only laybys, in locations at least 10 metres from the edge of road carriageways, be permitted and all other 
roads shown on the GIS mapping are prohibited. 

For the avoidance of doubt and to assist strangers, it would be good to have a digital layer in the GIS showing “common 
locations used for freedom camping,” or something similar. 

5. Community Hall and long term leased Carparks and Events 
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I submit that community hall carparks are specifically prohibited for use as Freedom Camping sites. Whilst the underlying 
community hall land is owned by Auckland Council, many of the halls are run by local communities for local community 
purposes and the carparks are often in high demand, particularly in the evenings and at weekends. 

Furthermore, Council will have a number of longer-term carparks leased to various organisations and also short-term 
restrictions for public events. Provision needs to be made in the bylaw Auckland Council to place restriction on the use of 
these this from time to time or permanently where a long-term lease to a party has been made. 

6. Auckland Council Car Parks 

There are a large number of Auckland Council car parks that are under used at night. Can these be used for Freedom 
Camping as many are in the central city and places like Baxter Carpark in Warkworth? In these cases,  Freedom 
campers would need to depart by say 7 am.  

7. Enforcement of Rules 

I remain concerned over how the Freedom Camping rules will be enforced. 

It appears that enforcement will fall on the current Auckland Council enforcement Officers, but most of these are in urban 
areas and many freedom campers will be in rural areas. So, there is a fundamental disconnect. There are already 
significant enforcement response issues around environmental spillages and other actions in rural and more remote 
areas. How will the Council ensure that the bylaw rules will be enforced, as this is very unclear and non-committal in the 
proposed by-law? A clear commitment from Council on ensuring enforcement occurs is needed. 

8. Wildlife Act and Biosecurity laws 

There is a requirement to identify areas covered by the Wildlife Act which seems to be missing from the proposed bylaw 
information. Again, the precedence of the Freedom Camping law and other legislation, like Biosecurity,  needs to be 
made clear in Auckland Council’s bylaw.  

9. Freedom Camping Activities not Covered by Act 

 The Freedom Camping Act defines Freedom camping as “freedom camp means to camp (other than at a 
camping ground) within 200 m of a motor vehicle accessible area or the mean low-water springs line of any sea or 
harbour, or on or within 200 m of a formed road” 

Namely one can “Freedom camp” by parking at a road end and walking 200 metres to camp in a tent on a grassed area 
without ablutions being required. Therefore, I submit that the Auckland Council bylaw needs to make provision for 
“Freedom Camping” not covered by the Act,  to stop illegal or other camping in the City.  These restrictions need to be 
extended to tents (namely one cannot park a car and then take a tent, with or without a toilet/shower tent and setup 
camp on grass patches 200 metres away). 

 

16th November 2021 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is already very busy in this 
area. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#627 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The aerial attached to this plan 
is grossly out of date and there is a popular commercial cafe/restaurant (Bayside) directly opposite the proposed 
site now. This car park is currently used by the community to park and eat at the cafe there. Having freedom 
camping immediately opposite the cafe is undesirable as the campers will affect customer by taking up carparks 
and destroy the ambiance of the area. It is also at the end of the beach where there are sensitive an endangered 
shore birds and therefore noise and lights at night need to be minimised. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is important that there is a ban 
on ALL open fires including outdoor cooking. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Roading needs to be able to be able to accommodate 
camper vans, roads at Campbells/ Baddelys are too narrow. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The idea and proposal is ludicrous. Is this proposal linked to the fact that central government will have problems when 
they open Auckland and the ability for MIQ and emergency housing people to find accomodation? Because if this is the 
case this is a deeply flawed proposal and will cause disharmony with law abiding ratepayers. If NZ is under a Health Act 
to prevent ill health and public health crisis then your proposal of having rough sleepers will endanger people. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’, It would be too hard to 
enforce a requirement to be certified self-contained 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think it should be 3 nights and no return to the same 
street for 4 weeks, this allows for nice locations to be shared around and no abuse of residential streets.  Perhaps 
making it easy for locals to photograph offending vehicles and officials to send o 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#634 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I say it should be an earlier vacation time as it would 
be better to give the parking back to local business in the morning but also great to get motorhome folk into car parks 
near restaurants bars, in europe they do this and often their councils have ver 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think it should be 3 nights and no return to the same street for 4 weeks, this allows for nice locations to be shared 
around and no abuse of residential streets.  Perhaps making it easy for locals to photograph offending vehicles and 
officials to send out warning and or infringement notices to the abusers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I think that the freedom Campers should be only able to stay in designated 
areas that have been chosen for their suitability across the criteria that you refer to-health, safety and environment 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Self containment is of the utmost importance from a health standard that we would expect 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

My greatest concern is for the health and safety of residents of our Bay. Buckletons Beach Reserve Tauwharanui , and 
for the many other small reserves in the area. 

We have many small children who use the reserve as their playground. There is enough traffic from day trippers on the 
reserve without adding Camper vans. It is a small reserve and difficult to manoevre at times  

Another concern is  as to how the infringements will be controlled. Campervans, overstaying, urinating in the bushes etc, 
How is this managed? Are there staff on hand 24/7 ? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the 
maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This is very well but as we all know, a lot of tickets issued never get paid. Wheel clamping is the only way to go. Ask 
Wanaka residents. Also, areas like Hadfields Beach is turning into a roadside camping ground for the homeless. Tents 
everywhere!! And the sports ground off Rosedale Road. Unsightly and dangerous. And whoever proposed 2 sites at 70 
Kikihi Lane Snells Beach....ahh obviously not a Motorhomes. Otherwise you would know from experience that the 
carpark is NOT level. Councils need to go hard on non compliance to protect the enjoyment of most Motorhomes....I 
loathe the word "Freedom" campers as many literally take the word "free" and give very little back to the ratepayers and 
businesses. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Wheelclamp, wheel clamp ask Lakes District Queenstown. Most tickets given out to slidy vans never pay. Yes, we need 
the overseas tourists back but we can also use this as an opportunity to reset the camping. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most ridiculous ever suggestion 
of Freedom Camping. No public toilet ( yes, we know, meant to be self contained etc etc but the reality is many of 
them won't be and Council never come around). And secondly, the poor Cafe owner trying to make a living, first 
of all Covid now this. I hope you intend to give them a massive rates rebate for having the carparks in front of 
their business taken up sometimes by the largest of buses disguised as Motorhomes!!! And 3rdly, have you 
EVER tried to camp in that spot?? It is not level and for Motorhomes number 1 rules is "find a flat space" to 
park.... 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Taking up spaces for Bayside 
customers parking. No public toilets available- vs the proposed change to access at  the Snells Beach Reserve 
and Sunburst Reserve parks where there ARE toilets- and it works safely and successfully with no public 
objections that I have heard as a resident . 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#660 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There needs to be clear signage 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an essential local 
amenity, cared for by the community and is a quintessential asset in the area. In addition to this area the green 
space between the camp ground and car park by the beach should be restricted so that locals and day trippers 
can park and access the beach. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 



#660 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#675 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#678 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Because there are no public facilities 
available in residential areas for Freedom campers to go to the toilet or wash themselves. This leads to urinating and 
defeacating around people's homes.  Noise pollution which is not contained in a camper van will impact people's homes, 
especially when there are young children trying to sleep.  Risk of violence in a conflict situation with people living outside 
your home and behaving badly. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The general rules ignore (overlook) the rights 
of the ratepayers in the area - freedom campers do not pay rates in the area they camp in and therefore should not have 
rights that are superior to the actual ratepayers in that area. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to Council allowing freedom camping on residential streets.  There are no adequate protections for resident 
ratepayers.  In our street at Omaha each there re no curbs and the roadway is narrow in parts that if a freedom camper 
parked on the edge of the road cars would not be able to pass.  Furthermore, there is no legal access to the beach from 
our road (other than illegally walking through residents’ properties (which is already happening with day trippers). 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#684 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 
The Council’s "General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 
The Council’s  "General  Rules” will be  ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 
streets and roads 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#694 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Campers must use a campground where toilets and showers are provided. Not public 
streets! 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#696 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have general concerns about the impacts of freedom camping in Auckland as shown by the bad behavior of some 
freedom campers around NZ.  This is an unnecessary bylaw and is at the cost of voting rate payers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is NOT appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads.   I also believe that the 
Council proposal is misleading. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#701 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I am supportive of freedom camping subject to: 

1. All vehicles to be self-contained and certified. 

2. Designated areas only. The idea of any street anywhere is crazy and will result in multiple problems - listen to your 
rate payers! 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Obvious: Privacy will be interrupted. Garbage 
and waste of the worst kind will be left in public streets - we have seen this in the past and by giving open slather it will 
only get worse. You have seen the results in some areas, which have been well publicised and reported via the media. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It 
would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I am OK with campers staying three nights in designated 
areas, in vehicles only at Omaha. I think if they arrive late in the day two nights is a bit restrictive. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Firstly, I own multiple residential properties in 
Auckland. Each of those residential properties are on narrow streets. When vehicles are parked on both sides of the 
street two-way traffic flow is impossible. To have additional (larger) vehicles parked up for multiple days will exacerbate 
that problem. 

Secondly, freedom campers cannot be expected to remain in their vehicles 24x7. If they are parked on a residential 
street the freedom campers' activities will inevitably take over the verge, footpath, road shoulder or adjacent private land. 
That is virtually unavoidable, dangerous and unacceptable. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Based on past experience of "council enforcement", it is unlikely that the council will adequately enforce rules controlling 
freedom camping. That will lead to altercations, verbal and I expect physical, between residents and freedom campers. 
Those altercations will unfortunately, on occasion, be magnified by language barriers.  The only effective way to prevent 
altercations between residents and freedom campers, which will spoil both the residents' lifestyle and the freedom 
campers' Auckland experience, is to prevent freedom camping on all residential streets. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I don't expect freedom camping to be prohibited entirely. But it should only be permitted in designated, council-managed 
and actively-supervised locations, well away from residential areas. There's no "freedom" in parking up in front of 
someones residential home. That does not make for a positive freedom camping experience. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#713 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I foresee a huge impact on home owners in 
seaside areas 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support the General Rules because I do not support the Bylaw in its 
proposed form 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential is NOT appropriate. The Council's General Rules' will be 
ineffectual , unenforceable in practice and will not protect residential Streets and Roads, giving further concern to the 
Safety of Persons and Property. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? “I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the 
streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? “I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 
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How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? “I object to the Council’s proposal in its 
entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The general rules will unfairly impact the 
residents and property owners of Omaha. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#722 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? no one wants freedom campers parked 
outside their house for a couple of nights and then they have the right to move around the corner - outlandish! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s "General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I believe designated off street areas should be sufficiently provided with facilities 
rather than on street in residential areas beside people’s homes.  The fee goes to council not to residents who will in 
course have their environment impacted by this and pay council land rates accordingly 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This should be within specific designated areas just like motorcamps are with no impact on the quality of others except 
those also freedom camping 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should not be permitted. People who wish to go camping should 
use existing facilities and pay their way like everyone else 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I live in an area (Omaha) that is likely to be inundated with so-called "freedom campers" to the detriment of those who 
pay our rates to support Council facilities 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Auckland Council, where idiots rule supreme!  Focus on cleaning up the city, not 
spreading issues into the neighborhoods. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Obviously certain neighborhood locations will 
become 'Freedom Camper' destinations and the the impact on those neighborhoods will lead to violence.  Be sure of it. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#730 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#730 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It is inappropriate to allow freedom campers to stay overnight in residential areas 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? “I object to the Council’s proposal in its 
entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom 
Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also 
unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#737 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't think its necessary or appropriate to allow freedom camping at all, in 
residential areas 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#739 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I live between Herne Bay Auckland and Omaha Beach Auckland. Both of these areas are in the top areas of Auckland 
with regard to Auckland council rates revenue collection. We need to have a say on who shall be legally allowed to park 
on ratepayer  funded Auckland streets. 

Freedom Camping in Herne Bay will be an absolute nightmare as the streets are already full of residences cars who do 
not have onsite car parking and during the day are filled with people parking in the side streets and then taking the bus to 
the city. Also the streets are full of trades people vehicles who are working on the many construction sites in the area. If 
freedom campers are parked for several days in these streets and then can move up a couple of spots after 2 days and 
hog these valuable parks then sparks will be flying between outraged residents and the freedom campers. The police will 
likely be called all the time to sort the mess out. Omaha will have the same problems so I strongly oppose allowing 
freedom campers to park in Auckland's residential streets. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Shouldn't have campers in residential areas 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#751 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#752 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have general concerns about the impacts of freedom camping in Auckland based on the disgrace of freedom campers 
currently living in Hooton reserve and the council's inability to adequately police this. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think it is preferred to allow limited freedom camping near suitable reserves, not in residential streets. I find it concerning 
that someone could camp (essentially live for 48 hours) right outside my residential house and I could not have any 
power to complain if they were looking into my property or house. 

I do not have any faith that Council will approprietly monitor and administer rules around freedom camping. Council staff 
are often unavailable when and where they are needed and sometimes hampered by effectual rules/regulations.  

I am particulary concerned about Freedom Camping in residential streets at Omaha Beach, Rodney. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  



#755 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety 
in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on 
residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in 
practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#759 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I spent two years camping in Europe on my OE and NEVER ONCE freedom camped - we always stayed at a designated 
camp ground for a fair price and good facilities - met a lot of like minded kiwi's doing the same. SUPPORT OUR NZ 
CAMPING GROUNDS! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Point Wells and Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s "General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads. 

The council should support camping grounds and areas where appropriate facilities can be provided. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#766 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#768 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#768 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

“I have general concerns about the impacts of 

freedom camping in Auckland” 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Our suburb does not have enough facilities 
and enforcement will be negligible or, mostly likely non existent. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha 
Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s proposal 
in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. 
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and 
also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There is no such thing as free, as a rate payer people need to pay their share, ther is no such thing as a free lunch, I do 
not want to have increased rates to fund the cleanup of these free loaders. Freedom/bludging campers destroy well kept 
areas with litter. Send them all to Phil Goffs farm in Clevdon. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Specific areas should be designated for freedom campers that do not impact on the local 
community, not a free for all as proposed. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Freedom capers, even those that are self 
contained. defecate in the open, there are no noise restrictions, they inhibit the limited local parking available, there are 
no provisions for their rubbish. The 2 day movement means they only have to move around the corner. There will be little 
enforcement of the rules. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety 
in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on 
residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in 
practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#792 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I absolutely do not support freedom camping on the streets of Auckland or at Omaha Beach 

I do not support Councils General Rules 

They are ineffective and non workable 

Who thought up this lunatic scheme? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I oppose the freedom camping in residential streets of both Omaha and Devonport where I have residences - I am happy 
for freedom campers to camp at spots such as Narrow Neck Beach carpark 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#802 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Implement & rigorously check rules requiring that all camping vehicles have 
self contained toilets. Introduce fines for all camping vehicles that stay overnight in residential areas outside of camping 
grounds. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Stiff fines and penalties. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#803 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety 
in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on 
residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in 
practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Omaha gets very busy at weekends and all car parks overflow, to allow freedom campers to park for days on end would 
cause a lot of stress for locals and day visitors. Filling the car parks would cause much resentment. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): “I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#812 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#820 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in its entirety I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the 
streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers , especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate . The Council’s  
General  Rules” will be  ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Residents of the streets freedom campers 
decide to camp will end up being inconvenienced and probably have to clean up any mess they leave behind. Also there 
will not be any parking spaces for the residents who pay high rates to live there 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I object to the council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the Streets of Auckland to Freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Councils general Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The sanitary conditions of freedom camping 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#830 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By ensuring campers utilise the local campground with purpose built facilities 
on the waterfront  over looking Whangateau harbour. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping has no place in residential areas. I have numerous general concerns about freedom camping in 
Auckland. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I have general concerns about the impacts of freedom camping in Auckland 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#831 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#836 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#837 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Streets are not designed as homes. Freedom camping does not belong safely 
on public streets 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping isn’t safe on suburban streets 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have designated areas with specific facilities available. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#845 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have designated areas for freedom camping 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The general rules will unfairly 
impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#860 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Omaha Beach offers little to no facilities for Freedom Campers and Council 
will be unable to monitor the situation, especially over peak holiday season. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#864 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s "General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#874 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I strongly believe that tourists, both local and foreign should only be able to 
use properly set up camping grounds. Allowing people to freedom camp anywhere is a recipe for disaster, particularly in 
urban areas. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I am concerned that there will be a certain % 
of people who will not respect the property and local environment of the local community. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Purchase land to provide designated camping areas with amenities 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Simply freedom campers should have a designated spot that that can provide amenitiy 
blocks and rubbish facilities 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Because we purchase a property and pay 
rates and do not want freedom campers pulling up outside every house leaving rubbish and taking car parks that should 
be available to rate paying property owners, it will cause mayhem. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Should only be able to stay in one designated area with 
parking  and not in residential areas 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): They should not stay overnight in residential areas 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No just that your proposed laws will personally impact me in a profoundly negative way as a resident of Omaha. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Designated freedom camping areas in residential zones impinge on the 
enjoyment of the residents and is not appropriate.  This applies to all Auckland streets including holiday destinations 
such as Omaha and Snells beach.  The general rules will likely not be enforceable and will therefore not protect the 
residents. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#884 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#885 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in it's entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 
Campers,especially at Omaha Beach.Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.The Council's General 
Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforcible and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): One night maximum 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Gone by sunrise 
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 
The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads . 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support freedom camping on residential streets in Auckland at all, not in any 
shape or form. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#894 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Most freedon camping is done over summer.  
At that time of year parking around beaches is very intense.  Most visitors are day trippers and need somewhere to park.  
Even without freedom campers it can be very difficult to find a spot to park with people having to park on grass verges or 
a long way from the beach.  Freedom camping in these spots allows those campers to reserve spots overnight 
continuously, making it more dificult for day trippers.  There is nothing to stop a large number of freedom campers 
spending a whole summer at a particular beach so long as there are at least 7 local roads with parking opportnities.  
They can just move around the beach. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think it should be 5kms.  If people want to be mobile 
campers then they should move around a lot not just int the next road. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Many streets in residential areas are not designed for significant on street parking.  This is particularly true in Omaha.  
Some street have a few limited parking bays.   For example while there are no painted parking restriction on Mangatwhiri 
Road any cars parked on that road block traffic as it was not designed for roadside parking.  However under these rules 
there is nothing to stopfreedom campers parking all along that road.  The locals know not to park on these roads.  We 
are not even allowed to park campervans on our own property long term. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

To me camping is about getting away from the rat race.  It is not about finding cheap accommodation in residential areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#902 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

 



#903 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? ban freedom camping in urban streets! 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? ban freedom camping in urban streets! 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I DO NOT support freedom camping in residential areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It's absolutely ludicrous that the Council proposes to allow freedom camping in residential areas. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I dont support freedom camping anywhere there are plenty of council and govt 
campgrounds available at minimal cost that have all the facilities campers need 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#907 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#907 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I support selfcontainment rule but selfcontainment in itself shoudl be visited.  it is to 
easy for vehciles that are not self containted to get a certificate.  That needs to change for this this to work.  Small 
backpacker vans should not be classed selfcontained just because they carry a portaloo or a bucket! 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping if managed properly can be safe and clean.  Providing spots with facilities eg dump stations or public 
bathrooms is best.  Stop allowing vehicle not suitable for self contained certificate get one.  That needs to be better 
managed country wide, not just Auckland. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do Not support freedom camping in anything other than camp sites. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I do Not support freedom camping in anything other 
than camp sites. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do Not support freedom camping in anything other than camp sites. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do Not support freedom camping in anything other than camp sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Rainbows End & Rivers Environmental Group Inc 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Strongly support public reserves not being included in the bylaw - see attached. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This submission is from a community group.REaREG represents 63 members of the Rainbows End and Green Road, 
Matakana, community. 

Rainbows End has a public reserve that is covered by the Reserves Act 1977. 

When the previous version of the bylaw went out for public consultation, the parking area at the Rainbows End reserve 
was designated as a freedom camping area.  REaREG at the time made a submission opposed to this small community 
area being designated for freedom camping. 

REaREG strongly agrees with the decision to remove public reserves from this bylaw and for them to remain under the 
Reserves Act.  We also emphasise that when any Reserve Management Plan is developed or changed for public 
reserves, then community consultation must be part of this process. 

REaREG still considers that the small parking area at Rainbows End Reserve is not suitable for freedom camping for 
health and safety, community access, and environmental reasons.   

Auckland Council needs to identify other ways to meet future freedom camping demand rather than utilising public 
reserves, perhaps by the development of some larger facilities to cater for peak demand. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

freedom campers generally take premium spots that prevent rate payers enjoying the benefits of the site that they pay 
rates for, it is inappropriate. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should be in commercial sites with support structure. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#925 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#926 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By using DOC freedom camping sites that are not in areas where families 
and high density housing is. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Need regulated areas to contain human pollution and waste . Either camp grounds or 
designated camp sites . 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Yes 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No freedom camping unless in designated camping 
areas 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#927 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As a resident of both Remuera and Rodney, I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the 
streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is a 
terrible idea and not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice 
will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I have residence places in both Remuera and Omaha, please don't let Freedom Camping ruin our beautiful beaches. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): “I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I am opposed to any general rules which allow freedom camping.  Freedom campers 
pollute the environment and leave a mess everywhere they go. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Do not allow Freedom camping on residential streets 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the council’s proposal in it entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The councils “ general rules” will 
be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should only be allowed in controlled and dedicated area's 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people, 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not see the benefits for providing freedom camping in residential areas. With 
increased units per lot as per the unitary plan there are already a lot of vehicles and noise in the neighbourhood, freedom 
campers can add to this and further disrupt neighbourhoods and nice public spaces for families and pedestrians to use. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Home owners in residential streets. I am 
greatly concerned about having strange vehicles with people living in them in front of my house where my young kids go 
out and play at the front of the house along with other neighbourhood children. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#954 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in it's entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Basically I do not approve of freedom camping on ay residential streets across 
Auckland. If certain reserve areas are deemed appropriate for freedom camping then rules must apply. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#958 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I dont approve of freedom camping in any road or off 
road parking areas...only in allocated reserves 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support freedom camping in residential areas. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#961 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers , 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s  General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping has the potential to cause inconvenience, stress, and safety 
issues for residents and other members of the public, and needs to be carefully regulated to minimise that. Note that my 
support for the implementation of appropriate general rules in this question, and support of the specific rules in the 
following question, is *not* to be taken as agreement with freedom camping taking place in residential streets, which I 
strongly oppose. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

This public consultation process fails to address the key question of whether residents and ratepayers agree that 
freedom camping should be permitted on residential streets at all. The consultation process instead assumes that the 
only relevant questions are as to the rules that should apply to such freedom camping. But it is important first to address 
the question whether freedom camping should be permitted on residential streets at all. Residential streets are inherently 
unsuited to camping. Residential streets are often narrow. They are not designed to accommodate the sorts of vehicles 
that the Council is contemplating permitting to set up camp in residential streets (i.e. self-contained mobile homes) which 
are typically large vehicles. There are traffic flow, safety, and access issues with permitting mobile homes (i.e. large self-
contained vehicles) to set up camp in residential streets. To the extent that vehicular parking is permitted in residential 
streets that parking is generally required by the residents themselves for their own vehicles and by people who are 
visiting residents. Parking is generally at a premium in residential streets, i.e. there is already often insufficient parking 
available for the needs of the residents and of people who are visiting residents or who otherwise have a valid reason to 
need to park in a residential street (e.g. to visit a shop nearby). Residential streets are not camping destinations. They 
have two main purposes: they are places where residents live, and they are thoroughfares. There are further practical 
issues with permitting people to camp on residential streets in mobile homes. Children often play on quiet residential 
streets. Residential streets do not have public rubbish bins. Residents, however, do have rubbish bins and have to put 
out their rubbish and recycling bins on collection days. The Council rubbish and recycling trucks are able to work around 
parked cars to empty these bins, but they will not – or may not – be able to work around larger mobile homes to empty – 
or even be able to see – residents’ bins. The spectre has already been raised, as a result of the Council’s plans, of 
confrontations taking place between unhappy residents and freedom campers who set up camp in residential streets. For 
all these sorts of reasons roadside camping is entirely inappropriate in residential streets. The first thing that should be 
addressed by the Council’s new bylaw is the prohibition of freedom camping in all residential streets, as well as in the 
specific areas currently slated for protection. Only then should consideration be given to the sorts of general rules that 
should apply on other Council-owned land, if freedom camping is to be permitted there. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  



#969 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I think Freedom camping on Streets of 
Auckland will cause inconvenience and a lot of work cleaning up after them by the residents of the Street 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should not be allowed in the Auckland region. 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Because people tend not to 
use their toilets in camper vans snd use the facilities rate payers pay for. Sadly often freedom campers do not 
look after the environment they visit. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Shouldn’t open up residential streets for freedom camping 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#982 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#983 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Personally do not agree with the councils rules in its entirety.  Freedom camping on public streets is in no way 
appropriate.  The rules proposed will in no way protect residential streets and roads . I for one do not want to see 
freedom campers parked in our cul de sac !  There is a place for mobile homes / caravans called camping grounds . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#986 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Firstly I do not believe Council have legal rights to implement these proposed changes. I object to the proposition as 
outlined . I live in a cul de sac in Matakana and we have horrendous issues with parking throughout the summer, this 
proposal will simply exacerbate the problem. To Councils credit on a submission from me and the Lane homeowners 
painted no parking lines which has helped marginally but I have already had an unpleasant experience with freedom 
campers who fouled the berm and left food scraps outside adjoining properties. Council will be unable to police these 
mooted changes so they will be subject to abuse. There should be consideration given to expanding purpose built 
camping areas and not a decision that will without doubt impact on home owners in some areas of Auckland. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

i object to the councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the street of auckland to freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha beach. Freedom camping on residnetial streets is not appropriate. the soucils general rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules should be designed to protect environment, public health and safety absolutely (not reasonably). 
Living/camping on suburban streets should not be permitted. Designated areas, campgrounds, specific public reserves 
should be available to self-contained vehicles. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Councils General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I object to the Council's proposal its entirety in opening up the streets of Auckland to 
Freedom Camping,especially at Omaha Beach.Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.The Council's 
General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in it's entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 

The Council's "General Rules" will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers, 
especially at Om aha beach. Freedom camping on residential streets  is not appropriate. The councils general rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#997 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's "General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? If my property/home is in an area where a 
freedom camper can regularly frequent and park outside, this will result in the loss of the quiet use and enjoyment of my 
asset that I have worked hard to pay for my whole life. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal completely in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers , in 
particular at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate and  is ill -considered. 
The"Council's general rules" will be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and 
roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? there should be no freedom camping in residential areas 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  "The Council's General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I support the decision to exclude public reserves from the bylaw - their main purpose should be for the recreational use of 
the community.  These amenities should not be disturbed by freedom camping, especially on smaller reserves.  Some 
are not suitable. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Definitely support being certified self contained but don’t support longer stays as can disrupt other activities 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Glad to see you have taken public reserves out - freedom camping on these can be disruptive to locals who use the.   
They are an asset for locals. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1009 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and 
roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s "General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and 
roads. 

PLEASE PUSH FOR THE FREEDOM CAMPING ACT TO BE REPEALED. It was actioned in haste for the Rugby World 
Cup 2011 and is now past its use by date. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and reserve type areas. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Freedom Camping is not appropriate on 
residential streets and local parking areas. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Camping in residential areas is not appropriate. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1042 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1042 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect the residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It seems that you have made the assumption that ,apart from the red dot areas on the map, freedom camping can be 
anywhere. This is too liberal. I do not want to see freedom camping in and around the North Omaha Reserve area. I also 
live in Mahurangi West, and its not unusual to find camper vans parking on the side of the road, particularly the area for 
people to pull over & look at the views. There needs to be more clarity of the areas where camping is NOT allowed. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I'm not sure what you have based your decisions onin creating the few restricted areas on the map. There are way more 
areas where freedom camping should be prohibited. I would prefer AC created proper facilities for freedom campers that 
included toilets and rubbish bins. Instead it seems it will be a "free for all". This has been shown to be unworkable in the 
past. Rubbish & human waste strewn about the sites by our smaller parks & reserves is common. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should not be in residential streets, but in designated freedom 
camping sites. Residential areas and streets across Auckland City are not the right place for freedom campers. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The no return for 4 weeks period should also include a no return to the whole  

Suburb NOT just the street. No return to the suburb ensures that camping vehicles can not live indefinitely across a 
suburb. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Camping should only be in designated camping areas across the city, NOT across ALL residential streets of 
Auckland. Auckland Council are reducing  access for parking NOW to residents and ratepayers of Auckland BUT on the 
other hand then opening unlimited parking up to huge large camper vans across our residential streets. This is insane 
logic! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is the heart of a residential  
neighbourhood , this is not appropriate for freedom camping 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is in the heart of a 
residential area, freedom camping should be out of the city in non density areas 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is the heart of a residential 
area 

 



#1048 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 



#1048 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#1048 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  



#1048 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have designated areas for camping as currently. There’s no need to expand 
as it will only kill natural habitat! We are already seeing that in the community! 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This is silly! There are already well established camp grounds. No need for more. 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not having people living in vehicles on streets, beach fronts or public 
reserves. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping must only be allowed in serviced areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As a resident of Rodney I am completely shocked and disappointed that this freedom camping/parking is being 
considered.  Already the effect from the freedom campers is showing. This madness and freedom camping must be 
limited to serviced centres that would need fulltime monitoring. 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to councils proposal in it’s entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers,especially 
at Omaha beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The council’s general rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual & also unenforceable & in practice will not protect residential streets & roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Baddleys and Campbells Beach Ratepayers Association 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Any freedom camper is able to purchase a self 
containment sticker off Trade Me. Rental companies offer financial incentives to not use van toilets. This system is a 
joke. Council needs to impose a WOF self containment system with a data base and a renewal every year. Otherwise 
the system will continue to be abused 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom Campers should not be allowed to park on any 
road. Extremely dangerous, unhygienic and infringes on the rights of people who live on the road 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): They should not be parking on a road 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It is unrealistic to try and dictate general rules for freedom camping when you do not have the money, personnel, and 
expertise to enforce them 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Council needs to be far more accurate in naming restricted areas . Large tracts of land, beach fronts are Recreational 
Reserves ,  1977 Reserves Act. These need to be documented. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? There should be restricted areas for Freedom campers, and it should not be 
allowed on residential streets. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  

Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 

The Councils General rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will  not protect residential streets 
and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): They are unworkable, unreasonable, overstate the problem and impact on freedom 
campers who are parked overnight to go tramping or kayaking the following morning (ie the vacate the site by 9am) 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Penalises people who aren't self contained. 
Self containment or not isn't the problem since most campers even in flash motorhomes use public facilities, not their 
own on-board loos. 

Penalises people who are late arriving. How is freedom camping any worse than someone parking up all day? 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a self-containment rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Even campers in self contained vehicles don't necessarily use their own on-board 
toilet. Mostly people seem to use public facilities. 

The problems are overstated and reflect an elitism where coastal residents for example want to monopolise access to 
beaches - overflowing public sewerage systems and poorly functioning septic tanks cause more harm, yet freedom 
campers get the blame 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): This is unreasonable. In our case we usually stay 
overnight in a place so we can explore it thoroughly - by foot, bike or kayak. Having to move by 9 limits our opportunity to 
use the area in a way we are there for. There's no more harm from staying there 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): It's unreasonable and unjustified. It impacts on 
campers ability to use and explore the natural settings and attractions. It penalises campers when a day visitor coming 
back day after day can create the same impact - virtually nothing, if there is appropriate public facilities nearby 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Don't give in to the NIMBYs 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The restrictions are not related to adverse effects, and are largely driven by NIMBYism and perceived impacts of 
freedom campers. More sites mean more distribution of campers, rather than concentration. our experience is that day 
trippers create much more disturbance, leave more rubbish and make more impacts on toilets than freedom campers 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No one is impacted by low 
key camping in this site. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is adequate 
infrastructure and no natural values impacted by camping on this site 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It impedes people's ability to 
make use of the site for activities such as accessing offshore islands 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no adverse effects 
from allowing people to camp here 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a site that facilitates use 
of the beach without impacts on natural values 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This site can be used without 
environmental impacts, while facilitating use of the coast 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no environmental 
impacts from allowing people to camp here 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There's plenty of public open 
space and no environmental reasons for prohibiting freedom camping here 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no reasons for 
prohibiting freedom camping here. In fact it would improve security for facilities on the site. There is adequate 
space and public facilities to provide for camping, and it can be accommodated without disrupting neighbours 
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no reasons for 
prohibiting freedom camping here. In fact it would improve security for facilities on the site. There is adequate 
space and public facilities to provide for camping, and it can be accommodated without disrupting neighbours 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no reasons for 
prohibiting freedom camping here. In fact it would improve security for facilities on the site. There is adequate 
space and public facilities to provide for camping, and it can be accommodated without disrupting neighbours 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no environmental 
reasons for prohibiting freedom camping here. In fact it would improve security for facilities on the site. There is 
adequate space and public facilities to provide for camping, and it can be accommodated without disrupting 
neighbours. Prohibiting freedom camping will unduly restrict people's use of the coast 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no reasons for 
prohibiting freedom camping here. In fact it would improve security for facilities on the site. There is adequate 
space and public facilities to provide for camping, and it can be accommodated without disrupting neighbours 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There's no harm from 
freedom camping here. In fact the more sites like this, the better because it distributes and dilutes campers 
across more sites, avoiding concentration effects 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? Anywhere 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There's no harm in freedom 
camping here. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is discreet and there 
are no adverse effects from freedom camping -no neighbours or environmental impacts 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There's a huge amount of 
capacity on this site with the massive carpark to accommodate freedom camping sustainably 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): As many as people want 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It allows people to get to the 
site early for walking the track (when it's open) 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There's little harm in camping 
here - especially compared with the harm done by all the houses and poorly functioning public sewerage / septic 
tank systems 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The Council does not have the resources , expertise or the impetus to enforce such rules 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

To allow camper vans to park over night on the streets of Auckland City lacks any foresight of the huge array of problems 
this will cause. There are numerous camping facilities owned by Council or privately in the Rodney District that would 
alleviate any need for freedom camping. This be an economic benefit to Council and private  enterprises 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "I strongly object to the council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the 
streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not 
appropriate. The Council's General Rules" will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect 
residential streets and roads. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1089 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1091 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I have general concerns 
about the impacts of 

freedom camping in Auckland 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 



#1091 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 
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Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I have general concerns 
about the impacts of 

freedom camping in Auckland 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? by banning freedom camping 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? by banning freedom camping 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

i object to the councils proposal to allow freedom camping in the streets of auckland, inclusive of the Rodney district incl 
Omaha. freedom camping should not be allowed in built up areas, it  will be unenforceable and cause conflict to 
residents etc 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Don't allow freedom camping, unless at camp grounds. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Don't allow freedom camping, unless at camp grounds. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Don't allow freedom camping, unless at camp 
grounds. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): People should not be allowed to freedom camp on 
residential streets in front of peoples property. It is a huge security risk for residents 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don’t believe that freedom campers should be able to stay  in residential area 
Especially  in Omaha, Matheson Bay and other beach neighbourhoods where residents will be impacted by the campers 
behaviour Noise , toilets, time of departure and  personal infringements caused be  the campers 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom campers for the most part should be directed to places that the council will monitor at least twice daily and be 
ready to respond to any problems that may arise within a short period of time. Otherwise they should be allowed to camp 
outside of neighbourhoods in especially designated areas and only for those that are actually fully self contained. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1137 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1145 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain): The General Rules need to be significantly stronger to protect Aucklands streets from 
an unlimited number of vans able to live indefinitely across suburbs. The General Rules as you have them  give little or 
any protection to the thousands of acres of Auckland Streets that will become ONE huge campsite. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 



#1146 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): This one night stay should only be in non residential areas. Auckland resdeintail local 
roads are NOT the right place to become a camp site 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The no return rule is nearly meaningless unless you extend this rule to be no return 
to the SUBURB not just the street. If you make the rule no return to the street, you can just move a few feet round the 
corner to the next street making the no return rule pointless 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Residential streets should be prohibited as seen in freedom camping bylaws by Gisborne and Tauranga. 

the no return policy should be for no return to  a suburb, not just no return to a single street. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? this is in the heart of a residential 
area , this is not appropriate for freedom camping 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is in the heart of a 
residential area, this is not appropriate 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is in a industrial area 
and suitable for freedom camping 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is in an industrial area 
and is suitable for freedom camp 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)? Maximum number of vehicles 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? it is in the heart of a residential 
community 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is in the heart of a residential 
community 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? is in the heart of a residential 
community 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? this is a vulnerable part of the 
inner harbour and needs to be protected 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is in the heart of residential 
area 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a busy much used 
carpark for the local church and community, it can not have vans parked overnight, already parking is very tight. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have had a lot of experience watching these freeloaders and the tactics they will use to ply under the radar unnoticed 
while living in prohibited public carparks and reserves in the Hibiscus coast community . 

If the councils don’t act now and ban this behaviour they may as well forget asking for rates from people who live and 
pay for the privilege to rightfully have access to the amenities supplied from the rates they pay unlike these freeloaders 
that can just pull 

Up wherever they please and receive free rubbish removal free water and waste water as well as the convenience of 
using public toilets that are cleaned for them because they are too lazy to clean and empty their own self contained  
bathrooms . 

As an Auckland ratepayer the last thing we want is public carparks and roads filled with transient mostly undesirable 
bludgers filling our community . If we don’t have enough Holiday parks / motor camps that they can pay to stay at isn’t 
this a good opportunity for Auckland council 

To develop more and create another revenue stream that might help reduce the high rates we already pay to facilitate 
thes freeloaders ?  

Ban freedom camping ! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You would only have to have a chat with one of your current freedom camping compliance team to see the lengths some 
of these freeloaders go to , to get around breaching the bylaws to remain defiant of them . 

Bylaws and prohibition will not stop them because the penalties are not severe enough ! There is one of these 
freeloaders that has lived in a caravan at almost every public carpark and reserve here on the hibiscus coast for over 7 
years . He has been trespassed from multiple places for lewd acts , urinating in public etc but still  Auckland council let 
this creep defiantly live in our community  ρςστ 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? All freedom camping is a 
serious risk to Public health and hygiene and also a serious risk to  the portion of criminal activity 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 



#1147 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I support a review of the term "Self Contained" so that the term means  

totally self contained, not partially self contained. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Gulden Investments Ltd 

Your local board: Rodney 



#1157 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? Life is complicated enough without having more rules fines & 
restrictions. Most people are very responsible freedom campers. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I would say allow a maximum  of 5 days. If you need to 
empty tanks you go off & empty tanks. When you come back, chances are you may lose the spot to another vehicle 
anyway.  If the space is still available, what does it matter if you continue to stay. So 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 



#1158 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): When you are on holiday you don't want time schedules, its supposed to be relaxing 
& fun, go with the flow. I for one am tired of rules, mandates, restriction & look forward to some freedom..  please don't 
over complicate our basic human right to  camp freely to our own time schedule. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): When you are on holiday you don't want time schedules, its supposed to be relaxing 
& fun, go with the flow. I for one am tired of rules, mandates, restriction & look forward to some freedom..  please don't 
over complicate our basic human right to  camp freely to our own time schedule. 

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same placeNot setting a departure time will be more 
convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I'm not sure about the area changes you are proposing as I couldn't view area maps on this submission.  I just hope you 
don't take away great camping spots. Just make sure there are good signs up encouraging good behavior & do some 
spot checks. Let people be responsible for themselves.  Have a phone number visible to report bad behavior too. Most 
people are self regulatory & responsible.  My vehicle is certified, but I think of the younger ones just starting out camping 
that can't afford expensive vehicles to begin with. We need to encourage them to get out in nature. Not restrict them with 
rules & fines. Just encourage good camping behavior & values. Let's get out there & enjoy our country. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Not allow Freedom Camping in any residential areas unless the occupants 
are friends of the neighbouring property and only stay within the rules. And  Especially not at the beach communities 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Who will enforce them  and when  

Freedom Camping in Residential area should be excluded/ not permitted 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1160 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Unsupervised campers are 
often problematic and would take over the limited parking 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1164 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? campers have proven to not 
protect the environment around the area and also stay much longer periods with no daily management of the 
damage and audits of stays 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#1164 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1165 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  

Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  

The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Only two parks for freedom campers in Snells Beach is crazy.  It is a pleasure to see these campers in our carparks 
enjoying the beach etc.  They need to be able to freedom camp in the Sunburst Ave Carpark and the Snells Beach Road 
carpark as well.  Especially as both these carparks have toilet facilities closeby.      Leave it as it is and let these people 
enjoy themselves and our community 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): As members of the NZ Motorhome Assn we do mot support freedom camping being 
allowed on rural road berms with the 'blanket approach' of the proposed bylaw. 

We have over the years seen the outcome of freedom camping on rural roadsides 

e.g. rubbish, offensive noise and human waste. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? If Auckland Council insists pursuing its present 'blanket approach' for freedom 
camping on rural roads, we insist there be some form of log/record kept of all freedom campers - where and when they 
stayed as is presently done by motor camps. The onset of the Covid pandemic has created enormous Health and Safety 
concerns so keeping track of peoples movements is paramount. 

This would be the responsibility of Auckland Council. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): We have noted many random vehicles with Self Contained stickers on the rear of the 
vehicle. It is common knowledge that these stickers can be purchased on the net. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): 2 night stays or longer encourage people to park over during the daytime, so what 
happens to day trippers pausing for a look at a view. That said , more reason to oppose any freedom campers on rural 
roads. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We are opposed to any freedom camping on rural roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  



#1167 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? The areas encompassing 
Matakana, Leigh Tawharanui, Omaha, Point Wells are all well known tourist destinations visited by Auckland 
family day trippers.  It is likely that all the premium viewing points will be taken up by Freedom Camping, how fair 
is that? There are ample designated camping grounds in this area. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If adopted, the proposed general rules would mean that there is nowhere in Auckland where freedom 

camping can take place without any controls at all. However, we think this is justified under the Freedom 

Camping Act 2011 to protect the environment, public health and safety and public access in all the areas 

covered by the rules. 

The proposed Bylaw would also greatly increase the number of places for safe and legal freedom camping 

compared with the status quo, particularly as freedom campers would be able to use most roads (which are 

off-limits under the current Bylaw). We will need to continue to assess the cumulative impact as the 

process continues. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and 
roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1178 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in it's entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1182 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Some vehicles show a Self-contained sticker which is fraudulent and this needs to be 
monitored. These people often continue to have disregard for considerate camping practice and give genuine SC 
campers a bad name. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):As above, the Self Contained certificate is easily 
copied and rarely are these vehicles genuinely self contained.  Having a toilet 'on board' can mean the toilet is in a locker 
which can't be accessed when the bed is down, or there is no area for the toilet to be used in private.  This should not  be 
considered Self Contained.  Also, if cooking and eating cannot take place in the vehicle, the vehicle should not be 
considered self contained.  Better certification and overseeing of compliance is required. 

 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1187 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It would be too hard to 
enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regards to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual, unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in its entirety to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom campers, especially at 
Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on  residential streets is not appropriate.  The Councils  General Rules will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):I think campers should only stay in areas where 
there is a public toilet. Therefore self-containment is not necessary. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Rules need to be NZ wide or it will be confusing to campers. I like the rules in Queenstown where people cannot stay 
within a certain distance from a town. Rules are only worthwhile if someone polices them. Perhaps NZMCA should pay 
towards policing of freedom campers. Ratepayers should not have to pay while campers camp free. I don't think campers 
should have the right to camp in prime spots that have lots of daytime visitors or where there is a camping ground nearby 
or a lot of housing. But why not let them camp outside these areas? For example parking areas and streets, for just one 
night. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1215 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Freedom camping should be limited to designated camping site/ground areas  
more suited to freedom camping than the general roads and by ways such as Whangateau camping site /the site at 
country park on Omaha flats road 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? by having designated camping ground areas 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? in Omaha the roads are narrow there are 
limited parking areas for general visitors and campervans are too large for the roads and by ways and parking areas 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to councils proposal in its entirety in regard to the opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Camping, 
especially at Omaha beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate .The Councils general rule  will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? All roads and by ways at 
Omaha should also be prohibited 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  



#1215 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom camping should not be on any road within an 
urban area with speed limit under 50kph. The suggested bylaw will allow any urban street to become a permitted location 
for freedom camping. Who would want a large van parked outside their own home for a 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Having observed the [LACK of] Council Management of Freedom Camping at Matheson Bay [no rangers or compliance 
officers making patrols] makes a mockery of suggesting all these general rules if council is not serious about managing 
the bylaw. The nearest ranger is at Warkworth, and works Mon-Fri 9-5 - and freedom camping is at its premium on 
weekends - no match at all!! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Thanks for observing the Reserve Act after all this time - Matheson Bay has been abused by freedom campers; the 
reserve area is too small on busy weekends for day trippers and vans/campers; it has been unmanaged by council, and 
has left a very bad taste in the mouths of local residents after a potentially good start with the Pilot program. Matheson 
Bay has a very small facility block - camping vans maybe self contained, but observations show that they prefer to use 
public facilities rather than their self contained items. Whatever Council does, throughout the whole Super City, 
management of designated Freedom Camping locations needed to be an honest and upfront part of the bylaw. It is the 
free range/ free reign aspect of Freedom camping which has seen the local communities lose respect for the practice. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's GENERAL rules 
will be ineffective and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping, Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I support the self-containment rule except where there is access to public toilets. 

I do not support the 2 days max. The period should be longer. 

I do not support the 9 a.m. departure. This is too early. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 4 nights would be more appropriate 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): A no-return of 1 week would be more appropriate. A 
camper could be say travelling north and heading back south sooner than 2 weeks 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I is obvious that there should be a public dump station on Waiheke Island. If people have gone to the expense of taking 
their camper to the island then they should be able to stay for several weeks. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't 
know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2pm 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 1 week 



#1224 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#1224 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be no Freedom Camping in NZ. There are many Government run and privately run campgrounds that 
provide  facilities and supervision of campers.  With Freedom Camping areas like Matheson Bay, Leigh there is no 
supervision and the campers do not self regulate  keeping to reasonable numbers and some do not have reasonable 
behaviour. Supervision is not done by Council and what overseeing there is, is done by residents which is not fair to 
them and not a good plan. Matheson Bay is a  beautiful place but over loved by day visitors and campers and this is not 
a good situation for visitors or residents. The existing plan that allows camping except in specific places like Leigh Library 
grounds is not a good plan. It should be obvious and not have to be stated that Leigh Library is not a suitable camping 
spot even for self contained campervans. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This survey does not ask the right questions.  Taking Matheson Bay,Leigh, Auckland City as an example, there should 
be no Freedom camping allowed now that there is such pressure  by visitors. This situation is going to be much more 
problematic for Matheson Bay when the Puhoi to Wellsford highway is complete because it there will be very easy 
access to this area. There could be specifically allocated areas for camping  such as the very suitable Tawharanui Park. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I am pleased to see that the Reserves Act 1977 will rightly be brought back into law 
and therefore Matheson Bay reserve will no longer be a place for Freedom Campers. I would hope that this is upheld by 
Rodney and no exception will be made. We feel that due to the limited number of parking for cars currently, and the lack 
of street parking, that there is not the room for campervans also. When the pilot was undertaken in our Bay we had 
campers washing fatty utensils in the basins of the local ablution block and on at least two occasions had campervan 
waste being poured into the toilet, along with the chemicals that kills the bacteria in our septic system. Rules are good if 
they are monitored, that being the key. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Given the volume of Freedom campers these days, it would be better to have a non-return area of 4 weeks to ensure 
that all have access to popular areas. Avoiding overcrowding. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

If you have penalties for those breaking the act, it would be good to have someone available during the times (after 5pm 
and on weekends) when these rules are most likely to be broken.  Laws are work when penalties are actually 
implemented on those breaking them. Most campers are great and it is such a shame those that flout the laws ensure 
they all get a bad name. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1233 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 
The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1234 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Having very clearly marked designated areas for fully internally serviced 
vehicles with inspection by AC staff especially in the evenings.  No camping  at all on urban streets or parking lots. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We need to be cognisant of the number of freedom campers who want to avail themselves of these spaces.  If the 
camper hasn't booked a campground spot it suggests that they are itinerant campers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Any new by-law of this nature will need to be monitored to be successful.  perhaps an o/night charge could pay for that 
process. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at 
Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be 
ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1246 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in it's entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. Where are they meant 
to go to the toilet ? In my front yard ?? Is there nobody in the council with even half a brain?? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be quite ineffectual.  They will not be enforced in practice, because it is not practical to do so city-wide. They are 
realistically unenforceable, and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads in any real sense. 

It is interesting to note the prohibited areas are largely Council owned or managed - Council NIMBY-ism perhaps? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1258 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1260 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping on residential streets in Auckland should not be allowed. it is totally inappropiate. This is particularly 
the case in beach residential areas like the city waterfront and in beach settlements like Omaha beach.  There should be 
no reliance on enforcement as that will be non-existent in practice for the vast numbers of streets. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1269 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Do not let the NZMCA carry out the cert. these blue stickers are freely available online 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I have emailed separately. 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support 
the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1279 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1279 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There needs to be some way of monitoring the use of these freedom camping sites.  The parking area at the end of 
Sunrise Boulevard, Snells Beach is often full of camper vans some of which are there for more than two nights, and 
many of which don't move out during the day.  Also there are sometimes converted buses, and also trailer type caravans 
that are obviously not self contained parked there. Does a council staff member visit these sites on a daily basis?  like a 
parking warden? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think there should be three 
camping sites at the parking area at the bottom of Sunburst Avenue.  At the moment there are 5 spaces 
designated there. However, they are very close together, which I believe is a fire hazard.   

It looks like all of these spaces will go, and none  be available according to the proposed plan.  However, I think 
there is plenty of room for three selfcontained camper vans plus the private vehicles, and boats and trailers that 
use this parking area. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1282 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1285 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1285 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, It would be too hard to enforce a set departure time rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules" 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not agree with any part of this proposal to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at 
Omaha Beach. I think that Freedom Camping on residential streets will pose many problems, will be hard to monitor and 
is not appropriate where people are living their daily lives. The Council’s General Rules will be hard to enforce and the 
proposal is completely impractical.  It doesn't seem very streamlined or coherent and I cannot see that it is workable in a 
city like Auckland. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council's General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1325 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1325 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#1325 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



#1326 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The 

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

People should not be able to camp in areas other than those designed for that purpose AND they should pay for the 
facilities those areas provide and that they need and use. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1329 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): We don't agree with overnight camping on roads or berms. There are other facilities 
provided for campers which should be used. e.gs camping grounds, nz motor home assn and doc provide for facilities for 
mobile people. 

Take look at Hatfields beach. Do you want that 

 view of motor homes, vans and tents outside your home permanently? 

We dont. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We don't agree with overnight camping on roads or berms. There are other facilities provided for campers which should 
be used. e.gs camping grounds, nz motor home assn and doc provide for facilities for mobile people. 

Take look at Hatfields beach. Do you want that 

 view of motor homes, vans and tents outside your home permanently? 

We dont. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We don't agree with overnight camping on roads or berms. There are other facilities provided for campers which should 
be used. e.gs camping grounds, nz motor home assn and doc provide for facilities for mobile people. 

Take look at Hatfields beach. Do you want that 

 view of motor homes, vans and tents outside your home permanently? 

We dont. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to FreedomCampers 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s general rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. I pay a smal l fortune in rates and freedom campers should have to park and pay at a 
designated camping ground IE by RD6. The council general rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in 
practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1339 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camping should be prohibited in residential areas 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1343 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s "General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Use more parks and recreation areas other than Boat ramp/marine area 
parking. It's already busy enough in many places and hard to find parking without adding freedom campers to the mix. 
No reason they should be able to take up already limited parking. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Use more parks/regional or roadside places instead. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Boat parking is hard enough to find on a busy 
day. We don't need to limit the already scarce parking for car and trailers. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Provide freedom campers with set carparks WITHOUT cutting into the already limited boat and car parking we have. Or 
put areas in parks. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support freedom camping. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):I do not support this freedom camper proposal. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I believe freedom campers should be in a designated 
camping area that has adequate facilities for toilets. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I do not support freedom camping.  Campers should 
be only in a designated camping area. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I do not support freedom camping. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not agree with the proposal to allow freedom campers to camp on any road or off-road area.  There will be rubbish 
and debris left everywhere.  Who will police this?   Who will check that every vehicle is  self-contained?   This will cause 
social disruption and anger between campers and residents.  Campers should be in a designated area where there are 
sufficient facilities like a public camping ground. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted 
to designated camp sites. 
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Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted to 
designated camp sites. 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted to 
designated camp sites. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted to 
designated camp sites. 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Campers should be restricted to 
designated camp sites. 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Totally against freedom camping in residential streets, most of our streets are too narrow and there is always rubbish or 
evidence of were they were. Rubbish is not disposed of properly. 

This is just not simply parking and then leaving, berms are damaged also and then we are responsible to maintain. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? At Omaha Beach we will very likely have 
camper vans parked on the grass verge outside our home. They will restrict the amenity value to residents who are 
already paying large rates bills. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1359 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

All designated freedom camping areas should be 500m from boat ramps. Boat ramps and associated parking area are 
under maximum utilization in the Auckland area. Accordingly it is inappropriate to further congest these areas with adding 
in freedom camping. Boat ramp users have a limited range of locations to launch and so their user of ramps and parking 
should be prioritized. Gulf Harbour is not an appropriate location for freedom camping because of these issues. Already 
there is regular conflict between users in this area as the facilities are at maximum utilization. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1375 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): 9am means the campervans will be leaving at peak traffic time.  For Snells Beach 
and its problem with congestion at Hill Street this is very applicable.  Also, from observation of the Sunburst Avenue 
carpark, campervans leave later anyway - many later than the current 10am deadline.  There also needs to be an arrival 
time rule. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

A 2 week rule encourages the local campervans which move from site to site.  These are more likely to be the 
problematic campers.  Rules need to be enforced. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Snells Beach currently has 2 
sites (not this one) where people can freedom camp.  Sunburst carpark and Snells Beach Road.  These have 
room for more vans - 5 at Sunburst carpark.  So vans that cannot park in the 2 proposed spaces will park outside 
residential houses.  The bylaws ignore this problem.  It is completely stupid to remove freedom camping at these 
2 sites as they are reserves.  It will cause problems for the local householders - particularly in Snells Beach Road 
and Sunburst Avenue, Snell Beach where I live. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  



#1375 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): There are not enough people around to police other things that should not happen, 
how will this be controlled ? 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have more areas and facilities to accomodate them 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Don't have freedom campers in the first place 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Maybe the party ( parties ) who thought this 
up should have a trial period of freedom campers parking outside their homes for a while and see what it is like. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 



#1377 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council's proposal completely regarding opening streets in Auckland to freedom campers, especially at 
Omaha Beach as it is not appropriate. All they have to do is drive around the corner and stay there so there is no way it 
can be enforced. Also, Omaha is mainly a family environment so having others just staying there when THEY desire is 
not desirable. The residential streets and houses WILL NOT be protected by the campers who have no care or 
responsibility to maintain the area. 

In summary, the Council Rules regarding this will be ineffectual and also unenforceable. Owners at Omaha pay their 
Rates to maintain the area, campers pay nothing !! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s “General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't believe in letting freedom campers camp everywhere. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Park in dedicated campsites.. not everywhere. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

We don't agree with overnight camping on roads or berms. There are other facilities provided for campers which should 
be used. e.gs camping grounds, nz motor home assn and doc provide for facilities for mobile people. 

Take look at Hatfields beach. Do you want that 

 view of motor homes, vans and tents outside your home permanently? 

We dont. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We don't agree with overnight camping on roads or berms. There are other facilities provided for campers which should 
be used. e.gs camping grounds, nz motor home assn and doc provide for facilities for mobile people. 

Take look at Hatfields beach. Do you want that 

 view of motor homes, vans and tents outside your home permanently? 

We dont. 

Omaha beach has protected bird species and should not be available for freedom campers.   I say no to freedom 
camping! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 



#1384 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Despite the map supplied (& 
relied upon), the adjacent area is now a vibrant cafe.  Plus, the relatively small car park is actively used by many, 
many people who park and exercise along the foreshore.  Allowing any form of extended use would severely 
impact on the ability of local (& not-so local) visitors to enjoy our foreshore.  There are other facilities not far away 
which are far better suited to the provision of overnight camping. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1386 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have noticed that even if self contained vehicles do stay, in a previous allowed area Matheson Bay, that the toilet 
facilities are more convenient to use than using up resources in the self contained vehicle. ie toileting, washing dishes, 
showering. 

By Council now following the Reserves Act This will eliminate the the use, manufacture and selling of drugs, 

bad behaviour and extended stays at Matheson Bay. 

The Reserve can now return and be used for whanau picnics, barbeques, ball games and wedding services etc 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Beach Ratepayers and Residents Association 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This submission is made on behalf of the Buckleton Beach Ratepayers and Residents Association.  The Buckleton 
Beach community is centred on only one road, Buckleton Road and the Association believes that it is not appropriate for 
Council to allow freedom camping on Buckleton Road.  Buckleton Road could become a popular freedom camping spot: 
it is level and it is an easy walk to the Buckleton Reserve and Buckleton Beach.  The Association does not believe it is 
appropriate to allow freedom camping on Buckleton Road because the road is short and narrow, and the residential and 
beach houses of our community front directly onto this road.  It is not possible for cars to be parked on both sides of the 
road, so parking is already very limited. The road is very busy over summer, as people drive to their houses and day 
trippers drive to the beach.  There are no pedestrian footpaths at Buckletons, so all walking is done along the road.  
There are many young children in the Bay walking from their houses or from parked cars to the beach.  There are also a 
lot of cars with boat trailers accessing the beach launching ramp and subsequently parking on the road.  With all this 
congestion and activity, our community believes that allowing freedom camping on Buckleton Road will add significant 
risks to the Health and Safety of our residents and the visitors to Buckleton Beach.  It is for these Health and Safety 
reasons that the Buckleton Beach Ratepayers and Residents oppose freedom camping on Buckleton Road.  We request 
that the council add Buckleton Road to the list of Prohibited Areas where no freedom camping would be allowed. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Rubbish will be a massive problem for most areas where u have to pay for rubbish 
bags and freedom campers will up and leave to next spot to dump their rubbish and so on. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):No . Locals will have to battle tent goers off as 
they will try to exercise their rights as freedom campers 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No stay what so ever. Where would these freedom 
campers go toilet ???, freedom campers would encourage tent goers to exercise their rights as freedom campers 
upsetting alot of locals and communities 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Should only be able to day trip as its bad for camp 
grounds losing out on bussiness and letting the freedom campers upset locals and towns. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Day tripping or else find where the local camp ground 
as. Rubbish and toilet exercises will upset rural towns and communities 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Consider helping out rural campngrounds and have more deals  for freedom campers . Pollution will be a major impact 
on the environment 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No rubbish will be left 
everywhere 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Matheson Bay Neighbourhood Committee 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): With the volume of campers freedom camping, we 
believe it gives more people a chance to freedom camp if it is limited to 2 days every month. Having it set to a calendar 
month is better to monitor and not as easy to dispute than the two or four week rule. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There have, in the past, been pilot projects to to trial freedom camping in some places. In our area in Matheson Bay, 
Leigh, we have seen a small window of council interest in monitoring this and then we were left without support.  The 
camping got out of hand very quickly and subsequently we would see over 30 freedom campers dotted over the local 
reserve and sometimes spilling out into the small carpark. Tents were being pitched, clothes hung from trees, fat was 
deposited down the sinks in the beach toilets and on at least two occasions locals had to intervene to stop chemical 
toilets being poured into the toilets.  We are on a septic system and that sort of behaviour causes the septic to stop 
working.  

When our local reserve has been locked off from use, due to  the ground being too wet for campervans or even cars, we 
have seen a disregard of parking lines in our carparks with campers choosing to park over several carparks in order to 
get the best view? Or, as with some of the longer vehicles, in order not to completely block the carpark.  

There is no, one size fits all for freedom campers. Some areas will be better able to accommodate a designated number 
for a limited stay. When the carparks to our beach are both full, we have extremely limited street parking leading up to 
Matheson Bay and if vehicles park on both sides of the road, we then cannot get emergency vehicles down to the bay. 
Therefore if freedom camping is to take place anywhere in Auckland it needs to have limits and it needs to be monitored, 
not just during office hours. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

ENFORCEMENT. 

 It is not enough to have a Bylaw unless you are prepared to enforce this. We have seen in the past when pilot projects 
have been undertaken, that there is very limited support given to ensure compliance.  Examples of this are having a 
ranger or a warden that works office hours, and have to cover for an extremely wide area (impracticable for the 
enforcement). When problems have arisen there has been a reluctance to do anything about transgressions. Fines could 
have been given as a deterrent. 

Locals have had to put up with branches being pulled of trees for campers to make fires and during lockdowns council 
would not come out at all to help with unlawful camping and tents, cars being lived in. Laws are only for honest people 
and given that most freedom campers are very well behaved it must be frustrating beyond measure for them to have 
such campers in their midst on a site. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Local residents could have campers parked 
outside their properties for several days before they move on to another resident's property 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board:  
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the council's proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach.  Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Freedom camping mainly happens over 
summer. At that time or year parking around beaches is usually very difficult especially as the majority of visitors are  day 
trippers needing somewhere to park. This can be very difficult with people often having to park illegally on grass verges 
creating even more traffic problems or a long way from the beach. Freedom Camping will only make this significantly 
worse. Freedom camping in these spots also means that campers  will be able  to reserve spots overnight continuously 
which will make it a lot more difficult for day trippers and there is nothing to stop a large number of freedom campers 
spending a whole summer at a particular beach so long as there are a minimum of  7 local roads with parking spots as  
they can just relocate. 

Groups of Freedom Campers will also be able to target local people if they are known opponents of Campervans with 
one arriving as soon as one leaves 

 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” 
will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

Many streets in residential areas ( this is particularly true in Omaha) are not designed for significant on street parking.  
Some streets only have a few limited parking bays. For example while there are no painted parking restrictions on 
Mangatwhiri Road any cars parked on that road block traffic as it was not designed for roadside parking.  However under 
these rules there is nothing to stop freedom campers parking all along that road. The locals know not to park on these 
roads. It can be dangerous. Campervans will make it even worse. . We are not even allowed to park campervans on our 
own property long term. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 



#1435 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1435 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

“I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom  

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The  

Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential  

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? In  our experience freedom campers seem to choose prime locations such as 
beaches and set up camp for extended periods of time, blocking use and access by the public. Freedom camping has a 
significant impact on local communities. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? In our view there should be more regulated or "restricted" areas rather than less. Otherwise 
it will be a free for all with campervans spreading throughout residential areas and annoying local residents. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The greatest impact is going to be on t e 
unwitting host communities. We already have numerous campervans camping in front of us in our residential street. The 
campers have little respect for local residents and seem to adopt "to hell with you" attitude. they take liberties. In our 
experience they do not respect local residents, let dogs run loose, drink, party and treat the road reserve like it is a 
camping ground by setting up awnings and sports equipment. We did not choose to live in a camping ground and 
Council should not allow this to happen. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): You are dealing with human behaviour and some people have no respect. We have 
had a campervan guy just urinate outside his campervan in full view of my 90 year old mother in law.  Perhaps he didn't 
want to soil his own van or is just totally uncouth. This is the reality of what unsuspecting host communities are dealing 
with. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): We feel we are between a rock and a hard place with 
this general rule proposal. We don't think campervans and house buses should be able to park in residential areas at all.  
The problem with e no return suggestion is that one van will be replaced by another. so it is the cumulative or aggregate 
situation of local residents constantly having vans parked in front of hem, just different vans. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The impact on residents seems to have been forgotten with a much more permissive  set of general rules. It is starting to 
look like people using campervans  have more rights than local residents. The freedom to camp anywhere on residential 
street is a reversal of our rights as ratepayers to be able to enjoy our residential amenity. The balance is being tipped 
and the impact on host communities is not being recognised by Council. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

In the past where we have had difficulties with campervans and buses parking on the grass reserve, staying for the 
whole of Easter, letting dogs run loose and abusing local residents, blocking the boat ramp and the well used Dalton 
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Road picnic table. Council has not taken any enforcement action following calls to the Council service line. I doubt 
whether this will change and we will be left to fend for ourselves in North Rodney again. See attachment for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1437 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Only having two "restricted" sites 
in Snells Beach is insufficient. In our view Council should reinstate the existing "restricted" sites in Sunburst 
Avenue carpark and in the Snells Beach Reserve carpark. These areas worked in the past and there are public 
amenities there as well. Otherwise with only two "restricted" spaces campervans are going to spread anywhere 
along residential streets in Snells Beach and exacerbate a the impacts for local residents. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 

 



Submission on Proposed Auckland Council Freedom Camping Bylaw 

Introduction  

We are the owners of . We have owned the property for more than 10 

years. We made a submission to the 2018 Freedom Camping Bylaw review as well. 

We have been directly affected by the ongoing use of Dalton Road for freedom camping. Our level of 

amenity and quality of life is compromised by the behaviour of some freedom campers. We are totally 

opposed to allowing the sanctioned spread of such overnight camping along Dalton Road. This is a resi-

dential area, not a camping ground. As ratepayers we expect more protection of our rights from Auck-

land Council and would like the implications of the bylaw reviewed by the Council and the Rodney Local 

Board.  

Revised Bylaw Proposal 

The proposed bylaw appears to reverse the existing situation under the current bylaw. Currently there 

are two specified or “restricted” areas in Snells Beach where Freedom Camping is permitted. These are-

as are in the carpark off Snells Beach Road at Snells Beach Reserve below Sunrise Boulevard and in the 

carpark off Sunburst Avenue. 

The new proposal removes the two existing restricted sites and replaces them with one site with only 

two parks in Kokihi Lane adjacent to the Bayside Café. This is a significant cutback and is compensated 

by the ghastly proposal to allow freedom camping anywhere on residential streets for certified camper 

vehicles for up to two nights. We are totally opposed to this loosening of existing restrictions, and we 

believe it will further detrimentally impact on residents and the community.  

The focus of both the Freedom Camping legislation and the proposed bylaw is on vehicle certification 

with respect to on board toilet facilities. This may well address the waste issue, but it does nothing to 

deal with the indiscriminate parking of campervans and house buses in residential areas and the signifi-

cant impacts on residents.  

The location of where these vehicles can park up overnight is the aspect of the proposed bylaw that we 

submit needs to be addressed.  

Impact on our Residential and Community Amenity 

Over the last ten years we have experienced extensive unauthorised camping activity along Dalton 

Road. We have had campervans and buses park up for up to three nights over long weekends. They park 

in prime locations, hog the picnic table and block off parking for boat trailers using the Dalton Road boat 

ramp, as well as for day trippers and locals coming down for a swim and a picnic when the tide is in. The 

monopolisation of the picnic table is galling as this community amenity is utilised by up to five or six 

groups a day in summer for picnics and for locals to just come down and eat their fish and chips by the 

beach. Often the camper vans just park right beside it and use the table as their own. In addition, they 

park vehicles on the grass and pitch awnings and set up sports equipment as if they were in a camping 

ground, not a residential street. 
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In terms of our level of personal amenity, we did purchase the property for the sea views and having 

large vehicles like house buses and large campervans parked in front of our property blocking our view is 

not acceptable to us as ratepayers. We also do not expect to be living in an unsupervised camping 

ground with the associated behaviour that seems to eventuate. This has included a man urinating in 

front of my 90-year-old Mother-in-Law last Christmas, rather than walk 50 metres to the public toilets or 

use his own camper van facilities if he had them. On another occasion campers let dogs run free despite 

the local dog bylaws, one chased our cat around the back of our house and when I asked them to please 

control the dog I got told to f…off, the dog bowl was hurled at me, and I was threatened with assault. 

This is all very unpleasant and stressful. 

Relief Sought and an Amended Bylaw Suggestion 

We are asking for the following relief: 

Reinstate the specified “restricted” overnight campervan parks with a maximum two nights stay in the 

Snells Beach Reserve and Sunburst car parks 

Do not allow unfettered overnight freedom camping on residential streets in Rodney and in Snells Beach 

in particular 

Make the Dalton Road waterfront a specified “No Overnight Camping” zone between the boat ramp op-

posite 29 Dalton Road and along Dalton Road to opposite 11 Dalton Road, Snells Beach. Appropriate 

parking bylaw and signage to be initiated accordingly. 

 

We wish to acknowledge the opportunity provided by the Bylaws Committee to hear our verbal submis-

sion on 15 November. That was appreciated. 
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Photographic evidence supporting our submission 

Everyday summer use of the road by beach visitors and boat trailers. 

More locals enjoying the beach and picnic table. 

Long term parking by campervans occupying spaces that locals and visitors would use and 

re-use over the period of a normal summer day. 
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Campervans monopolising the picnic table for day/s , not allowing the usual 5 or 6 groups 

that would picnic there daily. 

This campervan certainly 

made himself at home, 

parked up on the grass by 

the picnic table for the 

weekend. 

This bus was parked with its awning out 

for three days over Easter 2019. 

Wheels up on the grass, outside parking 

lines and blocking the launching ramp. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Omaha Beach Community Inc. 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Please refer to the Omaha Beach Community Inc's submission also sent in by email 05.12.2021. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

See attachment for more info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By email to: freedomcampingbylaw@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

5 December 2021 

Omaha Beach Community Inc. Submission to Auckland Council.  
Re: Proposed New Te Ture ā-Rohe Noho Puni Wātea ā-Waka 2022 / Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2022 

RELEVANT BACKGROUND 

1. This document is submitted to you by the Omaha Beach Community Inc. (“OBC”)
(https://omahabeach.co.nz/), believed to be one of New Zealand’s largest funded ratepayer
associations, with circa 90% plus of all eligible ratepayers in Omaha Beach as financial
members. We currently have some 1,200 paid up members, who are property owners in
Omaha Beach.

2. Contact details:
OBC Email: us@omahabeach.co.nz
Chris Allan, President: 021 745337
Murray Beatson, Vice-President: 021 741391

3. We can reasonably claim that the views and opinions expressed in this submission are
reflective of the overwhelming majority of residents and ratepayers of Omaha Beach.

4. Since the OBC first became aware of Auckland Council’s freedom camping proposals
towards the end of 2018, we have undertaken a significant amount of research, and been in
regular dialogue with the Local Board, Council, planners and lawyers.
On 16 February 2019 the OBC made a written submission to Auckland Council in relation to
the then proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw. A copy of this previous submission
is attached at Appendix A for reference (noting we have not provided all the Appendices to
this previous submission, but they are available on request, if required).

5. The OBC opposed the then proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw and requested a
total prohibition of freedom camping in Omaha Beach. This view was based on what we had
learned regarding the then proposed bylaw, and its potential impact on Omaha Beach. The
OBC’s views submitted to Auckland Council were, and remain, based on the very strong
views of the members expressed at our AGM, and also from the responses to an online
survey undertaken on our members, where 83% of survey respondents were against
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freedom camping at Omaha Beach. The survey results formed part of our previous 
submission. 
 

6. The key reasons for us then opposing Auckland Council’s previously proposed Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles bylaw, included: 
 
• We were (and remain) extremely concerned about the implications of Part 1, Clause 6 of 

the Freedom Camping Act 2011 (“Freedom Camping Act”), where the local authority 
area for the Council includes areas of land controlled or managed by Auckland 
Transport; where the roads - and the numerous parking bays around Omaha Beach – 
could be severely impacted through freedom campers being permitted to stay in 
residential streets. 

• We believed that the ‘not scheduled’ areas could have general rules like other councils 
have used, including not parking outside a private house or business (as seen in 
Tauranga city) and limits on vehicle type and time periods. 

• Freedom camping is currently prohibited under the Rodney legacy bylaws. 
• The Freedom Camping Act does not prevent freedom camping being prohibited in some 

of Auckland Council’s areas – such as Omaha Beach. 
• Council then proposed that sites for freedom camping in Omaha Beach, where it is 

currently prohibited under the Reserves Act 1977, be allowed using the delegated 
authority from the Minister of Conservation to overturn this prohibition, and allow 
freedom camping. We successfully objected to that. 

• Omaha Beach is a residential settlement, and we do not believe the Freedom Camping 
Act ever envisaged freedom camping in such areas, and. 

• The proposed restrictions on the sites were not realistic and we believe, unenforceable.  
 

7. Subsequent to OBC’s submission to Council on 16 February 2019, in relation to the 
consultation on the then proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw, the OBC engaged 
with Auckland Council via its lawyers, Grove Darlow & Partners (“Grove Darlow”) (Letter 
dated 14 June 2019 which is attached at Appendix B for reference). Key points addressed in 
the correspondence were: 

 
• expressing real and substantive concerns with the content and lawfulness of the 

proposed bylaw and the process of decision-making of Council. 
• reasons why the proposed bylaw was unreasonable, unworkable, and unlawful. 
• that Council was proceeding with the bylaw under the misunderstanding that the 

Freedom Camping Act provides a mandate to actively promote freedom camping, which 
is not correct. 

 
8. A letter from Grove Darlow to Simpson Grierson, on behalf of Auckland Council, on 2 August 

2019 sought an undertaking to preserve the position re the bylaw pending resolution of the 
legal dispute with the OBC, and in the absence of such an undertaking the OBC advised it 
would have no option but to issue proceedings against Auckland Council. 
 

9. On 22 August 2019 the Auckland Council Governing Body made the decision (Resolution 
number GB/2019/82) (inter alia) to:  
 
• defer any decision on a Freedom Camping in Vehicles bylaw pending advice from 

officers on the content of a new Statement of Proposal for a bylaw, and further 
information on a possible review of the Freedom Camping Act 2011. 

• direct officers to provide advice on the following potential elements of a future Statement 
of Proposal: 
o proposed prohibitions in the following areas: 
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- all areas the Freedom Camping Hearings Panel recommended should be 
prohibited 

- the 61 sites proposed in public submissions for inclusion as prohibited areas, 
which were not specified in the original Statement of Proposal but are identified 
in Attachment E of the Hearings Panel Report 

- all Reserves in residential areas that are Reserves held under the Reserves Act 
1977 

o a General Rule that regulates freedom camping outside restricted and prohibited 
areas not listed in the proposed bylaw, which includes provision for: 
- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside residential 

homes (unless the resident has granted permission for the vehicle to be parked 
outside their home) 

- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside 
commercial premises, educational facilities, healthcare facilities, playgrounds, 
and swimming pools 

- a maximum number of nights stay at any specific site 
- the same enforcement approach in relation to homelessness as set out in the 

original Statement of Proposal, which aims to offer compassionate support for 
people with social needs 

 

THE EXCERCISE CURRENTLY UNDERWAY 

10. At a meeting of the Auckland Council General Body on 25 March 2021 it was then however 
resolved (Resolution number GB/2021/19) that (inter alia) the Governing Body:  
 
• confirm the specific policy intent and operational objectives for a Freedom Camping Act 

2011 bylaw, within the context of a broader policy intent and operational objectives that 
includes the protection of reserves, outlined in the table at paragraph 81.  

• agree that the preferred option for progressing freedom camping regulation is Option 
two: Freedom Camping Act 2011 bylaw (excluding reserves), to:  
i) make a bylaw under the Freedom Camping Act 2011 to control freedom camping on 
land held under the Local Government Act 2002  

ii) retain the existing prohibition on freedom camping on land held under the Reserves 
Act 1977 and exclude all reserves from the scope of the bylaw.  

• direct staff to develop a detailed options report to support a decision on whether to 
include a general rule and possible settings for that rule, for inclusion in a new statement 
of proposal.  

• direct staff to also begin work on a new statement of proposal and draft freedom 
camping bylaw based on the option indicated in the second bullet point above 

 
11. As a result of the above decision of Auckland Council’s General Body, on 9 September 2021 

Grove Darlow (acting for OBC) wrote to Auckland Council reiterating the contents of their 
letter of 14 June 2019. The letter notes that the bylaw is both unlawful and unreasonable; 
and that is apart from the fact that the proposed bylaw will, in relation to Omaha Beach, be 
both unworkable and unenforceable, and referring Auckland Council again to the OBC’s 
submission of 16 February 2019.  
 

12. On 17 September 2021 Simpson Grierson responded to Grove Darlow’s letter. Simpson 
Grierson advised that presently no bylaw capable of challenge has, as yet, been adopted 
and encouraged OBC to have their say in the upcoming consultation process – which is the 
subject of this submission. 
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THE “CONSULTATION” CURRENTLY UNDERWAY AND THE OBC’S WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
PARTICIPATION 

13. We note there are four parts to Auckland Council’s feedback form: 
 
1. General rules for freedom camping 
2. Feedback on specific areas where freedom camping will be prohibited or restricted 
3. Other feedback on the Bylaw proposal 
4. Some questions about us 

 

The OBC’s feedback below covers all four parts: 

Question: 

14. Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not 
otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
 

15. Where freedom camping is not otherwise prohibited or restricted it would be appropriate to 
have general rules, such as a vehicle being required to be self-contained. However, OBC 
notes that what is proposed for a General Rule in the now proposed bylaw is contrary to 
Resolution number GB/2019/82 passed unanimously by the Auckland Council Governing 
Body on 22 August 2019, to regulate freedom camping by way of: 
 
- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside residential homes 

(unless the resident has granted permission for the vehicle to be parked outside their 
home) 

- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside commercial 
premises, educational facilities, healthcare facilities, playgrounds, and swimming pools 

 

Comments on the proposed general rules: 

16. As noted in Grove Darlow’s letter (acting for OBC) to Council on 9 September 2021 (and 
also their letter of 14 June 2019) key aspects of the proposed bylaw with which the OBC has 
an issue are: 
 
a) All roads across the whole of greater Auckland (except where there are currently parking 

restrictions) will become “restricted freedom camping sites”, with restrictions on the 
number of nights and only for self-contained vehicles displaying a blue sticker. 

b) There will be no limit on vehicle numbers in a street or a broader residential area. 
c) There will be no restrictions on ancillary use by the “freedom campers” of public areas, 

grass verges, reserves etc, adjoining any such streets (which might be termed a 
“spillover” problem). 

d) Only very limited additional resources and funding for enforcement or the monitoring of 
compliance is being provided by Auckland Council. 

 
17. The Statement of Proposal incorrectly suggests that by reason of the Freedom Camping Act 

Auckland Council cannot prevent ‘freedom camping’ in campervans on the residential streets 
and roads of Auckland. That is wrong and clearly so. In terms of section 10 of the Freedom 
Camping Act, ‘freedom camping’ is simply conditionally “permitted … unless it is restricted or 
prohibited in an area in accordance with a bylaw made under the Act or under any other 
enactment.”  

 
18. The consequence of Auckland Council’s proposals will be that ‘freedom campers’ (as the 

Council now wrongly describes them) in a self-contained stickered campervan or caravan 
can live on the streets of any Auckland suburb, including Omaha Beach, indefinitely. They 
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would be entitled to park on a street or carpark for 3 days/2 nights before having to move. 
They can then move to another neighbouring street. Technically they are not entitled to 
return to the same street for 14 days. Even if that restriction were observed (and it would be 
impossible for council to enforce) so long as there are 7 streets in any given residential area 
the ‘freedom camper’ can stay in the same area indefinitely. The proposed bylaw would fail 
to contain freedom camping, or to protect residential areas at all. 
 

19. OBC again notes that what is proposed for a General Rule is contrary to Resolution number 
GB/2019/82 passed unanimously by the Governing Body, to regulate freedom camping by 
way of: 
 

- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside residential homes 
(unless the resident has granted permission for the vehicle to be parked outside their home) 

- a prohibition of all freedom camping in vehicles parked directly outside commercial 
premises, educational facilities, healthcare facilities, playgrounds, and swimming pools 
 

20. In the results of the OBC’s survey, Omaha Beach ratepayers overwhelmingly expressed the 
view that not all freedom campers will abide by restrictions placed on sites (95% of 
respondents do not believe freedom campers will abide by restrictions). Evidence at Omaha 
Beach has shown this is already the case. We fail to see how the proposed general rules, 
and restrictions can be managed. 
 

21. In relation to our survey, we asked Omaha Beach ratepayers about their confidence in 
Auckland Council being able to adequately enforce any restrictions. 94% of respondents 
answered “No – I don’t believe Council will be able to adequately enforce any non-
compliance with the restrictions.” 

 
OMAHA BEACH SPECIFIC FACTORS 
 

22. Omaha Beach is located just an hour’s drive north of Auckland and 15 minutes east of 
Warkworth. It is effectively a sand spit, reached by way of a causeway and bridge over the 
Whangateau Harbour. It has one of greater Auckland’s best white sand beaches, and is a 
popular spot for all beach activities. The opening of the new northern motorway will further 
increase the popularity of Omaha Beach as a destination for day visitors from the rest of 
Auckland. 

 
23. While Omaha Beach started as a holiday location, it is now very much a residential area, 

with a fast-growing permanent resident population. However, Omaha Beach is also a vital 
and popular seaside area for tens of thousands of visitors annually from the greater 
Auckland region and beyond. It is not uncommon during summer and even on fine winter 
days for the carparks, boat trailer parking and grass verges to be full with an overflow of 
vehicles to the nearby streets and cull-de-sacs.  The facilities and infrastructure of Omaha 
Beach comes under extreme pressure from under-resourced facilities. 

 
24. We also note that the Omaha Beach boat ramp has become extremely popular with boat 

owners from all over Rodney, and beyond as it is the only all-tide ramp in the area. We know 
that 80% of all users of the ramp are from outside Omaha Beach, and the volume of traffic is 
causing disruption on busy days to the residents of Omaha Drive and the side streets off it. 
As an example, on Saturday 16th October 2021 there were in excess of 350 vehicles with 
trailers, from boats launched from the ramp, in Omaha Beach, and an additional 50 vehicles 
associated with the boats also needed to find parking. The queue to enter the boat ramp was 
back to the Golf Club along Omaha Drive at 6:30am in the morning, and there have been 
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many similar days already this summer. As we move into summer the congestion will be 
many times worse. 

25. The area is also considered to be a sensitive coastal environment, with the residential area 
protected by dunes, a kahikatea forest/wetland vested in the Crown as reserve, and areas 
vested as neighbourhood Reserves, with pedestrian access and walkways to the beach 
carefully planned to protect the sensitive dunes environment. 

26. Omaha Beach is also home to the Omaha Shorebird Sanctuary, managed by the Omaha 
Shorebird Protection Trust (‘OSPT’) (http://www.omahashorebirds.co.nz/). The Omaha Spit 
forms a barrier between the open sea and Whangateau Harbour, a relatively unspoilt tidal 
estuary.  

27. We do strongly oppose placing additional pressure on the already stretched facilities at 
Omaha Beach by opening up and promoting the additional provision of freedom camping, 
even with the proposed restrictions, which it will be impossible to enforce.  

28. We note the statement on page 6 of the Auckland Council’s proposal document that “Our 
research has found the Auckland does not currently have enough places for freedom 
campers to go”. 

29. The OBC strongly refutes the suggestion that Auckland residents or their Council are under 
any obligation to provide more places for freedom campers to set up camp and certainly not 
in residential areas. 

30. In fact there is an abundance of alternative camping facilities in the Omaha Beach area, with 
some requiring stayers to pay a nominal amount for the location and facilities provided: 

• Whangateau Holiday Park – 60 sites – 10 minutes from Omaha – the most obvious of 
location for this area – and operated by Auckland Council! Situated on Whangateau 
Harbour, east of Warkworth and near Leigh in the Matakana Coast area, with sites right 
on the waterfront.  

• Martins Bay Holiday Park - again, operated by Auckland Council!  
• Matakana Country Park – 9 sites – 5 minutes from Omaha – and unlimited potential to 

increase 
• Sandspit Holiday Park 
• Scandrett Regional Park 
• Tawharaunui Regional Park 
• Goat Island Camping and Accommodation – Leigh 
• Snells Beach 
• Mathesons Bay 
• Warkworth campground 

 

CONSULTATION DEFECTIVE 

31. Finally, the OBC records its position that the current consultation itself is defective in 
numerous respects. Please refer to the letter from our lawyers Grove Darlow to the Council’s 
solicitors dated 1 December 2021. 

 

Omaha Beach Community Inc  

5 December 2021 
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By email to: freedomcamping@aklc.govt.nz 

cc by email to: Phil.Goff@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

Greg.Sayers@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz;  

Beth.Houlbrooke@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

17 February 2019 

  
Omaha Beach Community Inc. Submission to Auckland Council.  
Re: Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw  
 
1. Introduction 
 
This document is submitted to you by the Omaha Beach Community Inc. (‘OBC’) 
(https://omahabeach.co.nz/), believed to be one of New Zealand’s largest funded ratepayer 
associations, with circa 90% plus of all eligible ratepayers in Omaha Beach as financial members. 
We currently have some 1,200 paid up members, who are property owners in Omaha Beach.  
 
Contact details: 
OBC Email: us@omahabeach.co.nz 
Chris Allan, President: 021 745337 
Murray Beatson, Vice-President: 021 741391 
 
We can reasonably claim that the views and opinions expressed in this submission are 
reflective of the overwhelming majority of residents and ratepayers of Omaha Beach.  
 
Since we first became aware of Council’s proposals towards the end of last year, we have 
undertaken a significant amount of research, and been in regular dialogue with the Local Board, 
Council, planners and lawyers. 

We believe we now have a much greater understanding of the Council’s proposals and the 
implications for Omaha Beach. 

The OBC is making this submission to Council, opposing the bylaw as proposed, and 
requesting a total prohibition of freedom camping in Omaha Beach. This view is based on what 
we have learned regarding the proposed bylaw, and its potential impact on Omaha Beach; the 
views expressed at the AGM, and also from the responses to an online survey undertaken on our 
members, where 83% of survey respondents were against freedom camping in Omaha Beach. 
The survey results form part of this submission, and are included as Appendix 8. 
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Key reasons for us opposing the Council’s Freedom Camping in Vehicles bylaw, as 
proposed, include: 

• We are extremely concerned about the implications of Part 1, Clause 6 of the Freedom Camping 
Act 2011 (‘the ‘Freedom Camping Act’), where the local authority area for the Council includes 
areas of land controlled or managed by Auckland Transport (‘AT’); the roads - and the numerous 
parking bays around Omaha Beach - and with the default position under the Freedom Camping 
Act and the proposed bylaw essentially being that … if a site is not restricted or prohibited under 
another enactment, and is ‘not scheduled’ in the bylaw, then freedom camping is permitted. It is 
our understanding we could therefore see, under the proposed bylaw, freedom campers parking 
and setting up ‘camp’ outside and beside people’s homes, essentially in any vehicles they like – 
which would be totally unacceptable! 

• We believe that the ‘not scheduled’ areas must have general rules like other councils have used, 
including not parking outside a private house or business (as seen in Tauranga city) and limits 
on vehicle type and time periods. 

• Freedom Camping is currently prohibited under the Rodney legacy bylaws. 
• Our view is that the Freedom Camping Act does not prevent freedom camping being prohibited 

in some of Auckland Council’s areas – such as Omaha Beach. 
• The Council proposed sites for freedom camping in Omaha Beach are all currently protected 

from camping under the Reserves Act 1977 (‘the Reserves Act’), but Council proposes using a 
delegated authority from the Minister of Conservation to overturn this prohibition, and allowing 
freedom camping – which we object to, and question. 

• Those property owners with properties adjacent to the proposed Reserve sites bought there 
having the comfort of the Reserves Act to prohibit camping. 

• Omaha Beach is a residential settlement, and we do not believe the Freedom Camping Act ever 
envisaged freedom camping in such areas. 

• The Reserves sites proposed by Council, and noted below, even as ‘restricted’ sites, are totally 
unsuitable for freedom camping and are strongly objected to:  

o Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Rd,  
o 160 Omaha Drive (overflow boat trailer parking),  
o William Fraser Reserve, 37 Broadlands Drive 

These Reserves are adjacent to residential properties; they are already heavily utilised; there 
will be a severe reduction of car parks for use by resident ratepayers and visitors if camping 
sized vehicles are allocated spaces; none of the sites can comfortably accommodate the safe 
movement of 2-4 berth campervans without significant ground works being undertaken; and they 
have very limited, or no, public toilet facilities or drinking water available. 

• The proposed restrictions on the sites are not realistic and are, we believe, unenforceable.  
 

Whilst strongly opposing freedom camping in Omaha Beach, we have also given careful 
consideration of other, local, more suitable sites, and comment on these is contained in 
Section 18. of this submission. 
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2. Executive Summary 
 
• Omaha Beach ratepayers are overwhelmingly opposed to the Freedom Camping Bylaw, as 

proposed, and to allowing freedom camping in Omaha Beach.   
• Freedom Camping is currently prohibited in Omaha Beach under the Rodney legacy bylaws, 

and this prohibition must continue, due to the unique combination of factors that would otherwise 
result in a significant negative impact on the access, amenity and safety for all residents and 
visitors to Omaha Beach. 

• The Freedom Camping Act does not prevent freedom camping being prohibited in some of 
Auckland Council’s (‘Council’) areas – such as Omaha Beach. 

• The Freedom Camping Act ensures the ongoing protection of the Omaha Beach Reserves 
through the Reserves Act. 

• We are also extremely concerned about the proposed revoking of Rodney District Council 
General Bylaw 1988: Chapter 8 Public Places, and the implications of losing the no-camping 
protection in our residential streets and carparks. 

• We object to the proposed bylaw with no ‘general rules’ for the areas classified as ‘not 
scheduled’. Included in these areas are land controlled or managed by AT. We believe including 
nearly every kerbside and cul-de-sac carpark in our residential streets in the ‘not scheduled’ 
category results in unenforceable and unrestricted camping in any vehicle for an unlimited time 
period. This has significant and extraordinarily wide reaching negative impacts on the amenity, 
access and safety for the residents and ratepayers of Omaha Beach and the many visitors to 
the area. 

• The impact of freedom camping will be magnified in Omaha Beach due to its immense 
popularity and accessibility from Auckland, together with the proposed widespread promotion as 
a freedom camping spot by Council, and also social media. 

• The impact and loss of amenity and access will not just be limited to our Reserves but, also our 
residential streets by having freedom camping right outside our houses across nearly all of 
Omaha Beach.  

• We already experience issues with freedom campers – even though it is prohibited (but Council 
may not be aware of these issues, as we believe they haven’t been reported). 

• We need ongoing protection of our Reserves and limiting damage and illegal activity in these 
Reserves, and the streets and cul-de-sacs, across Omaha Beach. 

• Omaha Beach is a residential area, and we do not believe it was ever the intention of the 
Freedom Camping Act to actively promote freedom camping in such areas. 

• The Reserves were vested in Council for protection of residents, and it was never contemplated 
that such a use as camping would ever be permitted on them. 

• Those property owners adjacent to the proposed Reserve sites bought there having the comfort 
of the Reserves Act to prohibit camping. 

• All the proposed sites are in built up residential areas, within metres of the nearest houses. The 
Reserves are all in viewing channels and noise zones of surrounding residential properties. 

• We recognise that the two sites in Omaha Beach designated as prohibited in the proposed 
bylaw are also Reserves where camping is prohibited by the Reserves Act. However we agree 
that those two Reserves must have their prohibited status continued under any new bylaw and 
highlighted with signage to this effect. The sites are  

o 223 Omaha Drive (Omaha Beach Boat Launching Ramp and Wharf);  
o 15 North West Anchorage (Omaha Reserve). 

• The Council proposed sites for restricted freedom camping in Omaha Beach are all currently 
protected from camping under the Reserves Act. We do not support Council using the delegated 
Ministerial authority to overturn the prohibition of camping in these Reserves, and allowing 
freedom camping.  

• The Reserves proposed by Council, noted below, even as ‘restricted’ sites, are totally unsuitable 
for freedom camping and are strongly objected to:  

o Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Rd,  
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o 160 Omaha Drive (Rita Way, Excelsior Way, Lagoon Way),  
o William Fraser Reserve, 37 Broadlands Drive 

• These restricted Reserves are already heavily utilised and frequently the traffic overflows 
through to the surrounding streets. 

• There will be a severe reduction of car parks for the use of resident ratepayers and visitors if 
camping sized vehicles are allocated spaces and access in those car parks, and we maintain 
that none of the proposed restricted reserves can accommodate the safe movement of 2-4 berth 
campervans without significant ground works being undertaken. 

• The proposed sites have very limited, or no, public toilet facilities or drinking water in the 
proposed restricted reserves, with no sites having 24/7 water or toilet facilities, and are 
considered unsuitable even for certified self-contained vehicles. 

• None of the proposed Reserves meet any of the criteria set by Council that mitigates the known 
harms from freedom camping. 

• We request the appointment of Insite Security Ltd as a local ‘enforcement officer’ for Omaha 
Beach, as is permitted under the Freedom Camping Act. 

• We note the obligations on Council to use the special consultative procedure set out in Section 
83 of the Local Government Act 2002 (‘LGA’) for the proposed bylaw. We are of the view that 
Council have not fully met their obligations under the special consultative procedure. 

• Council’s consultation process required us to make numerous further enquiries of Council to 
obtain a full understanding of the proposal, and its implications – particularly regarding the 
significant implications on the access, amenity and safety of the people of Omaha Beach in 
relation to the inclusion of the AT areas in the ‘not scheduled’ areas of the proposed bylaw.   

• We are also disappointed that, whilst we were made aware of Council’s a ‘Have Your Say’ drop-
in session in Warkworth, it was held on 16th February 2019, giving us only 2 days to finalise our 
submission before the close of the consultation process – which we believe to be inadequate. 

• We do not believe the primary harms, noted by Council in relation to freedom camping, will in 
fact be adequately managed with the proposed bylaw and will in fact magnify beyond all 
proportion in the Omaha Beach area the recognised primary harms of freedom camping. 

• Whilst acknowledging that a bylaw may be a way of addressing the perceived problems, we 
maintain that the desirability of Omaha Beach to campers means that prohibition of freedom 
camping in Omaha Beach is the most appropriate and proportionate response. 
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Spot the difference between these 2 pictures … They are both freedom camping sites … although 
the one at the bottom is of one of the proposed sites in Omaha Beach.  
Note close proximity to residents, no running water, no toilets facilities  
Surely this was never the intention when the Freedom Camping Act was enacted? 
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3. Omaha Beach – Unique conservation area already under pressure from visitors  
 
Omaha Beach is located just an hour’s drive north of Auckland and 15 minutes east of Warkworth. It 
is effectively a sand spit, reached by way of a causeway and bridge over the Whangateau Harbour. 
It has one of the best white sandy beaches, and a popular spot for surfing, within an hour’s drive of 
Auckland city. 

The area is considered a sensitive coastal environment, with the residential area protected by 
dunes, a kahikatea forest/wetland vested in the Crown as reserve, and areas vested as 
neighbourhood Reserves, with pedestrian access and walkways to the beach carefully planned to 
protect the sensitive dunes environment. 

Omaha Beach is also home to the Omaha Shorebird Sanctuary, managed by the Omaha Shorebird 
Protection Trust (‘OSPT’) (http://www.omahashorebirds.co.nz/). The Omaha Spit forms a barrier 
between the open sea and Whangateau Harbour, a relatively unspoilt tidal estuary. The area is 
important for a range of native shorebirds, which feed on the estuary at low tide. Some of them, 
such as the threatened New Zealand Dotterel and the Variable Oystercatcher, nest on Omaha Spit 
in significant numbers. With the formation of the OSPT in 2009, the community has taken the lead in 
protecting Omaha’s shorebirds and the successes have been very heartening for the community. 
See also letter from OSPT at Appendix 9. 
 
While Omaha Beach started as a holiday location, it is now very much a residential area, with a fast 
growing permanent resident population, However, Omaha Beach is also a vital and popular seaside 
area for tens of thousands of visitors annually within the greater Auckland region and beyond. At 
times its carparks, boat trailer parking and grass verges are full with the overflow of vehicles to 
accommodate the visitors. With the numbers of residents, and visitors, swelling dramatically at 
weekends, holidays, and over the summer period in particular, the facilities and infrastructure of 
Omaha Beach comes under extreme pressure from under-resourced facilities – as is evidenced by 
the need for the OBC to arrange twice weekly residential rubbish collections by Northland Waste, 
and weekly recycling collections by Council’s contractor (with the OBC and its resident ratepayers 
contributing to the cost of these additional collections). At the main beach Reserve (William Fraser 
Reserve) the only public toilets are inside the surf club building, which are locked at night, and are 
totally inadequate for the visitor numbers. There is no drinking water for visitors as Omaha Beach is 
on individual tank water. See Appendix 1- for photos of overflowing car parks in our designated 
Reserves. 
 
Omaha Beach was first developed in the early 1970’s, in northern Omaha. Work on the southern 
end (under the control of the Omaha Beach Residents Society (http://www.obrs.co.nz/homepage) – 
but under the overall umbrella of the OBC) commenced in the late 1990s. 
Over the years the Omaha Beach community has funded and improved many of the services and 
facilities it has today – such as the golf course, tennis courts, boat ramp, community centre, 
sewerage disposal system, and surf lifesaving clubrooms.  

We do not support placing additional pressure on the already stretched facilities at Omaha Beach 
by opening up and promoting the additional provision of freedom camping. While the current 
Reserve sites are unsuitable, as detailed in the following sections, the very nature of Omaha 
Beach’s visitor numbers would see a significantly magnified and negative impact from the 
recognised ‘primary harms’ with the inclusion and overflow of freedom campers. The overflow would 
be parked in the surrounding streets in the immediate vicinity of the proposed freedom camping 
Reserves. As these streets would be classified as ‘not scheduled’ they would be open for 
unrestricted, unenforceable, and unlimited freedom camping in any vehicle. It is basically opening 
up the whole of Omaha Beach, a popular and at times overflowing residential beach side area that 
has little if any available toilet or fresh water facilities, into an unrestricted, unenforceable  and 
unlimited freedom camping hub only an hour from NZ’s largest city. This is strongly objected to by 
the residents and ratepayers of Omaha Beach. 
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4. NO to freedom camping from the residents and businesses of Omaha Beach 

Public meetings and Survey of Omaha Beach residents on the proposed bylaw 
 
Omaha Beach ratepayers are opposed to freedom camping in Omaha Beach. 
 
We undertook an online survey of our members (those for whom email addresses were held), 
during a period of one month, from 16th January 2019, with a 59% response rate. The survey results 
show 83% of respondents are against freedom camping in Omaha Beach. In relation to the sites 
proposed for freedom camping by Council, between 84% - 88% of respondents were against 
permitting freedom camping there. Full survey results are contained as an Appendix 8 
 
In relation to the survey question “Do you support Council permitting freedom camping at Omaha 
Beach? 83% of respondents said “No – I do not support Council permitting freedom camping 
at Omaha Beach, even with restrictions on the use of sites.” 
 
In relation to the proposed restrictions on freedom camping sites, there was basically no confidence 
in these being at all effective, or abided by. 
95% of respondents answered “No – I do not believe freedom campers will abide by all 
restrictions.” 
 
At the OBC AGM held on 20th January 2019, the topic of freedom camping attracted the largest turn 
out to an AGM in many years. A motion was passed such that the OBC seek a continuation of the 
current prohibition of freedom camping in Omaha Beach as currently stands under the Rodney 
legacy bylaws, and the protection given to the proposed sites under the Reserves Act. 
  
A statement from the OSPT has also been obtained. See Appendix 9 The reasons given are 
pressure and tension between users already being experienced in the Reserves, lack of basic 
facilities like toilets and running and drinkable water in the Reserves, issues already being 
experienced with freedom camping and the negative effect on local business and income, and 
impact on the conservation areas, if this bylaw went ahead as proposed.  
 
 
5. Evidence of the damage being experienced at Omaha Beach from freedom 

campers. 
 
The Omaha Beach residents have collected significant evidence as examples of the issues 
experienced with illegal freedom camping at Omaha Beach, including evidence of  human 
excrement left from campers, fires in conversation reserves, disturbances in the Omaha Beach 
protected bird sanctuary, parking across multiple car parks restricting other user access, noise, and 
alcohol. Appendix 2 shows pictures of this evidence collected over only 2-3 weeks pre this 
submission. 
 
Whilst we have experienced issues with freedom campers in Omaha Beach, we are aware that 
these may not in fact have been reported to Council – due to Insite Security’s current patrols and 
the frustration by residents in having ineffective enforcement of other bylaws, and frustration with 
trying to phone Council. 
 
However, we believe the issues experienced in the past will pale into insignificance if the Freedom 
Camping in Vehicles Bylaw is enacted as proposed. 
 
There is sufficient evidence from other popular areas in NZ through other Council’s meeting 
minutes, press reports and industry body reports, to give us serious cause for concern on the impact 
of promoted and advertised freedom camping at Omaha Beach. 
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6. Representation and interpretation of the Freedom Camping Act and the proposed 

Freedom Camping in Vehicles bylaw 
 
We have noted a view by Council (Agenda of the Regulatory Committee meeting 10 August 2017; 
para 19) stating that …  
“The Freedom Camping Act 2011 allows freedom camping to occur on any local authority area or 
conservation land, unless prohibited by another enactment. The council may not ‘absolutely prohibit 
freedom camping in its area or district’.”  
We note that what has actually been quoted in the Council papers is the heading of Section 12 … 
whereas the Act (Section 12) actually states the following … 
“(1) A local authority may not make bylaws under section 11 that have the effect of prohibiting 
freedom camping in all the local authority areas in its district. 
(2) This section is for the avoidance of doubt.” 
The OBC is of the view that the wording of Part 2 Section 12 of the Act, means that, whilst 
prohibiting Council from making a bylaw that has the effect of prohibiting freedom camping in all the 
Council areas, banning it in some is not actually excluded by the Act. 
 
Omaha Beach is a residential area, but with unique factors of close location to the centre of 
Auckland, conservation zones alongside built up residential zoning, and is experiencing pressures 
from ever-increasing visitor numbers. There is evidence based proof that show the damage and 
pressure that illegal freedom campaign is doing now to the area and also the learnings as 
documented in the Council’s ‘primary harms’.  
 
We do not believe it was ever the intention of the Freedom Camping Act to promote freedom 
camping in such residential areas as Omaha Beach, and contend that the Freedom Camping Act 
does allow for prohibition in some areas that require protection. The Freedom Camping Act gives 
Council the ability to provide a proportionate response to the issues seen. We maintain that a 
proportionate response to Omaha Beach’s unique factors is the prohibition of all freedom camping 
at Omaha Beach to protect the amenity, access and health and safety of all Omaha Beach 
residents and visitors to Omaha Beach.   
 
 
7.  Protections under the Reserves Act and the Freedom Camping Act 
 
All Reserves in Omaha Beach are protected from Camping under the Reserves Act. These 
protections are also recognised in the Freedom Camping Act (clause 10b). We note that Council 
also hold this view as they state they require Ministerial Consent to overturn these protections 
before freedom camping can proceed in these current Reserve sites.  
 
We note the comment in the consultation documents that delegated authority is held by Council, 
from the Minister of Conservation. We have obtained a copy of this document (‘Reserves Act 
Instrument of Delegation for Territorial Authorities’ dated 8 July 2013). The document was only 
received by us a couple of days ago, and we haven’t yet had the opportunity to fully study it, and 
obtain a legal view. However, we do question the Council’s use of this delegated authority for the 
proposed purpose, noting the ‘general purpose’ of the Reserves Act talks of the preservation of the 
sites for the public of NZ, and protection of the Reserves from unnecessary subdivision and 
development. 
Our view is that permitting ‘camping’, and the opening up of the reserves to freedom camping as is 
proposed, especially under the currently documented ‘primary and secondary harms’ as published 
by Council, is considered ‘development’ in this sense, and not is adhering to the ‘preservation’ and 
‘protection’ of these Reserves. 
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We object to the proposal to overturn these protections and to permit ‘camping’ on these Reserve 
sites and thus create parks for freedom campers. 
 
 
8. Rights of current residents and the vesting in Council of Omaha Beach Reserves 

for ongoing protection 
 
We believe it was never contemplated that a use, such as ‘camping’, would ever be permitted on 
the Reserves when they were created as part of the Omaha Beach development - with homes 
adjacent to the proposed sites. These reserves were paid for from the developers - and therefore, 
effectively, the residents of Omaha Beach and vested with Council for protection. We believe it is a 
huge breach of trust that Council are now proposing to overturn these protections in some of 
Omaha Reserves. 
 
Those property owners with properties adjacent to the proposed Reserve sites bought there having 
the comfort of the Reserves Act to prohibit camping, and it would be totally wrong for Council to 
change this status for the purpose now intended under the proposed bylaw. 
 
 
9. The magnified impact on Omaha Beach of the ‘not scheduled’ areas in the 

proposed bylaw. 
 

We are extremely concerned about the proposed revoking of the Rodney District Council General 
Bylaw 1998: Chapter 8 Public Places. The proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles bylaw has 
almost all of the Omaha Beach residential streets and local resident car parking being classified as 
‘not scheduled’ in the bylaw. There are no general rules given or proposed in these ‘not scheduled’ 
areas. We understand consideration had been given by Council to including ‘general provisions’ in 
the proposed bylaw, to apply to camping on residential streets, but these were voted down by the 
Council’s Regulatory Committee.  

 
With the non-inclusion of general rules for all other areas of Omaha Beach residential streets and 
car parking bays and areas, the impact on Omaha Beach is potentially catastrophic, unacceptable, 
and entirely unmanageable.  

 
As already stated, Omaha Beach has unique factors with its location close to Auckland, and the 
airport, as well as the hugely popular beach side amenity that is at times overrun with pressures on 
existing infrastructure. The opening up and promotion of freedom camping at such a renowned and 
popular beach will result in the overcrowding of any freedom camping space allowances. This will 
then result in the spilling out across all of Omaha Beach, into its streets and carparks for unlimited, 
unrestricted, unenforceable freedom camping in any vehicle. The setting up ‘camp’ outside and 
beside people’s homes is totally unacceptable and, again, we believe was never the intention under 
the Freedom Camping Act. 

 
Following enquiry to Council, we have been advised that “AT controlled land can be included in the 
bylaw if there is evidence that a restriction or prohibition is required based on one of the three 
criteria specified in the Act.  If there are specific roads or parking areas that … (we) has evidence for 
the need for a restriction on then … (we) should include this in … (our) submission and the hearings 
panel will consider this.” 
Our argument is that it is unrealistic to specify every street, parking bay and area, for inclusion in the 
bylaw … but that freedom camping should be prohibited in all of Omaha Beach. 
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10. Learnings from other cities 
 
All of the other NZ cities include general rules for areas like the ‘not scheduled’ areas that Council 
are proposing.  
 
Tauranga, for example, appears to be leading the way in balancing the needs of its people with the 
requirements of the Freedom Camping Act, and has general rules that allow the protection of 
access and amenity, and the health and safety of their residents. They state: 
 Self-contained vehicles only (non self-contained must go to a campground) 
 You can not camp in front of a private residence or business 

Maximum 2 nights stay 
Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin have also self-contained requirements.  
 
Auckland, as NZ’s largest and most populated city, needs to prioritise the needs of its ratepayers 
and residents. 
 

 
11. Omaha Beach meets the standards of being a HIGH /HIGH on the Council’s matrix 

rating - requiring PROHIBITION 
 

The unique factors of Omaha Beach classify it in the Council matrix utilised to determine freedom 
camping restrictions - as Level of Protection needed HIGH, and Desirability to campers HIGH. On 
this basis Omaha Beach and its residential streets and car parking bays and areas MUST have the 
protection required from freedom camping to protect the amenity, accessibility, and health and 
safety of its visitors, its residents, its ratepayers and its conservation environment.  

 
The Council are within its rights under the Freedom Camping Act to put in place prohibition to areas 
that require protection of the amenity, accessibility and health and safety of the people and the area. 
All evidence presented here, both written and photographic, clearly states and shows the required 
prohibitions on freedom camping is needed for Omaha Beach. 
 

 
12.  Sites selected and proposed as prohibited are supported by Omaha Residents 

 
We recognise that the two sites in Omaha Beach designated by Council as prohibited in the bylaw 
proposal are reserves where camping is currently prohibited as covered in the Reserves Act. We 
agree that those two Reserves must have their prohibited status continued under any new bylaw 
and highlighted with signage to this effect. The sites are 223 Omaha Drive (Omaha Beach Boat 
Launching Ramp and Wharf); and 15 North West Anchorage (Omaha Reserve). 
 

 
13. Unsuitability of the proposed ‘restricted’ sites designated by Council for Omaha 

Beach  
 

The sites selected and proposed by Council as ‘restricted’ sites’ are all currently protected under the 
Reserves Act and remain protected under clause 10.b in the Freedom Camping Act. These sites 
being opened to freedom camping are objected to by the residents of Omaha Beach and we 
request that the current protection from camping in these Reserves remains in place. We suggest 
that appropriate and proper signage be erected to advise of the no-camping status of these 
protected Reserves – as well as at the entry to Omaha Beach itself. These Reserves are already 
stretched at peak periods and do not have the infrastructure to handle current usage now, before 
the addition of over-night freedom camping – even if it was restricted to certified self-contained 
vehicles only. The Council commissioned report ‘Rodney Public Toilet Provisions March 2018’ 
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stated “The public toilet provision in Omaha is insufficient to meet the demand from both locals and 
tourists”. 
 
The Reserves proposed by Council as restricted freedom camping sites are: 

- Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Rd 
- 160 Omaha Drive (Rita Way, Excelsior Way, Lagoon Way 
- William Fraser Reserve, 37 Broadlands Drive 

 
Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Rd 
Proposed by Council as a ‘restricted’ site. This site is not supported by the local residents and 
businesses of Omaha.    Note please see Appendix 4 for photo evidence of the following points  

Reasons being: 

• This Reserve is surrounded by residential properties fronting onto the Reserve, who 
will be severely impacted by the proposed change in status from the current 
prohibition of camping that remains in place.  

• It is immediately adjacent and in full view and sound zone of a fully built up 
residential area. (See Appendix 4). 

• This site has NO running water, NO public toilet facilities, and is a busy and at times 
overflowing public car park for day visitors and locals (see Exhibit 3) 

• There is only one rubbish bin 
• The protected Reserve is also a popular and safe children’s playground. Appendix 4 
• The car parking area is popular for ‘surfies’ who often surf at the southern end of the 

beach. 
• The current experience from illegal camping in this reserve is that because parking 

and turning is tight and set for cars, illegal campers park horizontally across multiple 
parks taking significantly greater space that one carpark. See Appendix 4 

• The site is a busy residential car park and is not large enough to allow the safe entry, 
exit and manoeuvrability required for a standard 2 berth camper van and would 
require substantial earthworks to accommodate these. As shown in an independent 
review Appendix 3 

• The suggestion is 3 freedom camping parks; certified self-contained vehicles only, 
Although  3 parks are proposed, with no active Council funded enforcement, this will 
not prevent greater numbers using the area and setting up camp, as recognised in 
“primary harms”  in Council’s own documents. It is considered highly unlikely freedom 
campers will vacate the sites during the daytime.  

• The overflow from this site will have no barriers to moving into the adjacent 
residential streets that will be classified as ‘not scheduled’ and will result in 
unenforceable, unlimited and unrestricted freedom camping for an indefinite period in 
these streets. 

• Prohibition is required to protect access to this area. 
 
Our survey asked for views on the Council’s 3 proposed sites for freedom camping. In relation to 
this site, 84% of respondents answered “No – I do not support Council’s proposal to have 
(restricted) freedom camping in the car park at Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Rd, 
Omaha South.” See Appendix 8- OBC Survey Results 
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160 Omaha Drive (Rita Way, Excelsior Way, Lagoon Way) 
 
Proposed by Council as a ‘restricted’ site.  This site is not supported by the local residents and 
businesses of Omaha.  Note please see exhibit 3 for photo evidence of the following points  

Reasons being: 

• This site is the location of the overflow boat trailer parking, and is utilised heavily throughout 
summer - not just by the residents of Omaha Beach, but also the surrounding areas. 
Appendix 5 

• This site is also surrounded by residential properties, who will be severely impacted by a 
proposed reversal of the current prohibition of camping as covered in the Reserves Act with 
this prohibition remaining in place under 10.b of the Freedom Camping Act.  

• There is no running water, no toilets and 1 rubbish bin. 
• The site is a small car park utilised for overflow boat ramp parking and does not have a  

large enough hard stand area to allow the safe entry, exit and manoeuvrability required for a 
standard 2 berth camper van and would require substantial earthworks to accommodate 
these. As shown in an independent review Appendix 3 

• It is proposed by Council as ‘restricted’, with 2 freedom camping parks; certified self-
contained vehicles only.  

• With no additional funding being proposed by Council to enforce the rules, as recognised in 
the “primary harms”, it is we believe it is unlikely freedom campers will vacate the site during 
the daytime and leave the area free for use by the boating residents and visitors, and for the 
use it was established and intended. 

• 2 parks are proposed and any overflow will be able to move to immediately surrounding 
residential streets and resident carparks as these are classified as ‘not scheduled’. Campers 
will be permitted to set up camp overnight in their non-self-contained vehicles indefinitely in 
“not scheduled” areas.  

• Prohibition and signage is required to protect access to this area. 
 
In relation to this site in our survey, 88% of respondents answered “No - I do not support 
Council’s proposal to permit restricted freedom camping at 160 Omaha Drive …” 
 
 
William Fraser Reserve, 37 Broadlands Drive 
Proposed by Council as a ‘restricted’ site.  This site is not supported by the local residents and 
businesses of Omaha.  Note please see Exhibit 3 for photo evidence of the following points  

Reasons being: 
 

• Currently proposed by Council as a ‘restricted’ site, with 5 freedom camping parks, but with 
‘non self-contained’ vehicles permitted. 

• This is the main Reserve and car parking area in Omaha Beach, located adjacent to 
commercial premises and the Surf Life Saving Club, and the main access to the beach itself. 

• This Reserve is prohibited for camping under the Reserves Act  
• The Reserve is also surrounded by established residential houses. 
• There are only very limited toilet facilities, and an outside shower, all as part of the Surf Life 

Saving Club building. These facilities are already under immense pressure. Appendix 6 
• There is no potable water supply - it being from a bore. There is a question mark over the 

continued availability of these facilities to the public, due to the impact it is having on the Surf 
Life Saving Club itself, with the public just expecting to also use the facilities in their 
clubrooms, and theft of property from the premises. 

• These facilities are locked at night due to prior issues from night time disturbances. 
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• The car park currently cannot enable safe manoeuvring of campervans (2-4berth) and would 
require substantial earthworks. The resulting loss of parks is estimated at over 16. This 
assessment work was completed for the OBC by an independent planner.  Losing multiple car 
parks to larger camping vehicles has an impact on reducing already insufficient parking in this 
area see – Appendix 3  

• The public car park area is already bursting and overflowing during busy times –Appendix 6  
• With advertised and promoted freedom camping it is logical to anticipate a significant over-

subscription of night time campers. The overflow would go into the nearby residential streets 
and car parks which are classified as “not scheduled” and lose the protections under the 
Rodney Bylaw 8 when revoked. This will create unrestricted, unenforceable, unlimited 
freedom camping in non-self-contained vehicles being permitted in Omaha Beach streets. 

• The overflow into ‘not scheduled’ areas creates a disproportionate impact on the health, 
safety, amenity and access to Omaha, its residents and its visitors.  

• The proposed restriction to permit non self-contained vehicles at this site is entirely 
inappropriate – it would have needed to be certified self-contained vehicles only due to the 
non-access and unsuitability of the toilet and water facilities nearby.  

• We also believe other restrictions should also have been imposed, such as times to arrive at, 
and vacate the site by, for campers in vehicles.  

• However, our lack of confidence in freedom campers adhering to any such restrictions and 
our current experiences of freedom camping harms already experienced at Omaha, together 
with the lack of Council funds designated for adequate enforcement, would make the 
restrictions totally ineffective.  

• Prohibition is required to protect access to this area 
 
In relation to this site, 84% of the survey respondents answered “No – I do not support 
Council’s proposals to permit restricted freedom camping in the car park at William Fraser 
Reserve, 37 Broadlands Drive.” 
 
 
14.  Ignoring Health and Safety standards impacting safety of all users in areas 

allocated for Freedom Camping  
 

We are of the view that there is also health and safety issue with vans being parked, occupied 
overnight, and too close together with cooking inside with gas bottles. We have noted that the 
Camping-Ground Regulations require a minimum level of separation … “No temporary living place 
shall be erected or placed on any camp site within 3 metres of any other temporary living place, or 
within 1.5 metres of any camp site boundary, as the case may be”.  

 
Wouldn’t this health and safety requirement apply also to gas cooking within vans?  We find it 
unusual that Council would suggest (as noted in Meeting Minutes of 13 September 2018), that the 
safety of those people utilising the carparks with freedom campers and for those freedom campers 
themselves, would be allowed at a lower level of safety than that applied to camping grounds. 
We cannot understand why the health and safety of those people would be protected in any less of 
a way than that covered in camp grounds. By applying the health and safety requirements for the 
safety of ALL users of the carpark, this would require the significant over taking of multiple more 
carparks than proposed, in what is already limited carparks in the designated freedom camping 
carparks in Omaha Beach. 
 
We note from Council papers (Regulatory Committee meeting 13 September 2018 – para 64) that 
Council are aware of this issue, and where it was stated … “Feedback from local boards and 
community stakeholders included that campers should be at least three metres apart to align with 
the regulations imposed on commercial campgrounds. While this is a relevant consideration for fire 

#1440



Omaha Beach Community Inc. 
Submission re Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 
 

14 
 

safety, it is impractical to implement within existing infrastructure and will reduce the number of 
camping areas on a site.” … 
 
Of some considerable concern to us, Council would appear to have chosen to just ignore this issue 
…and place people at risk! 
  
The location of Omaha Beach, being on the east coast is, unfortunately, at risk in the event of a 
Tsunami. Whilst we are able to (and do) educate Omaha Beach property owners of the risks and 
actions to take in the event of a warning or the sirens sounding, we are unable to do the same for 
freedom campers – potentially putting them at a greater risk. 
 
In relation to the proposed parking spaces for freedom campers at the ‘restricted’ Reserve sites, the 
currently marked parking spaces are designed primarily for cars. Camper vans these days are of a 
size such that they cannot be accommodated in one of these marked parks. We have seen 
evidence of vans actually parking sideways across 5 car parks! – see photos in Appendix 2.   To 
evidence this issue, and the pressure the proposed bylaw will place on the limited number of 
parking spaces we currently have, we have had a plan / theoretical layout of the sites drawn up, 
allowing the minimum distances, etc between vehicles, and showing the car park modifications that 
would be required to accommodate the length of an RV camper van. See Appendix 3. This would 
therefore see a considerable number of the existing marked car parks taken over to provide a small 
number of freedom camping parks – at additional cost to Council (and its ratepayers). 
 
 
15.  Evidence shows restrictions are broken and Council do not adequately resource 

enforcement 
 
In terms of the ‘restrictions’ on the sites proposed – these provide little or no comfort. The results of 
our survey show that Omaha Beach ratepayers have overwhelmingly expressed the view that not all 
freedom campers will abide by restrictions placed on sites (95% of respondents do not believe 
freedom campers will abide by restrictions). Evidence at Omaha Beach shows this is already the 
case. Although the number of freedom camping parking spaces proposed is limited, which we 
acknowledge, we fail to see how this can be managed to ensure only those numbers are used, and 
that they will only be used only at night and be vacated during the day. We fail to see how length of 
stay can possibly be managed, unless sites are inspected daily. If required to vacate parking spaces 
during the day, where is it anticipated the vans will move to – the ‘not scheduled’ areas of Omaha 
Beach?  There also appears to be no mention of a time of day that vans can park there to 
commence their overnight stay. 
 
In relation to our survey, we asked about their confidence in Council being able to adequately 
enforce any restrictions. 94% of respondents answered “No – I don’t believe Council will be 
able to adequately enforce any non-compliance with the restrictions.” 
 
Enforcement of the ‘restrictions’ is also an issue as reflected in the Council’s ‘primary and secondary 
harms’ document. From our survey, the residents of Omaha Beach strongly expressed the view that 
any restrictions will not be adequately enforced by Council (94% of respondents do not believe 
Council will be able to adequately enforce non-compliance with restrictions) – hence our request for 
the appointment of Insite Security as an ‘enforcement officer’ for Omaha Beach. See Section 17; 
and Appendix 10 
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16. Council breaking their own guidelines on how to minimise primary and secondary 
harms in Omaha Beach 
 

We maintain that the sites selected at Omaha Beach contravene the Council’s own guidelines for 
mitigating primary harms.  
 
Council have selected sites that are the most popular and already under intense pressure by locals 
and visitors. 
 
Council have chosen sites that are the most convenient and attractive. 
 
Council have chosen sites adjacent to residential properties, and right in the middle of view shafts 
and adjacent to children playgrounds. 
 
We note from Council Regulatory Committee meeting agenda and minutes (10 August 2017), that the 
intent of the bylaw is to address the harms from freedom camping … 
“Managing primary harms: 
30. The problems associated with freedom camping can be divided into two problem types.  
31. The first type is managing direct impacts or primary harms. These are intrinsic to the activity of 
freedom camping. They are generally unavoidable, though they can be mitigated to reduce their 
impact. Primary harms can be summarised as: 
• loss of visual amenity due to presence of campers  
• noise and other emanations, e.g. cooking smells  
• conflict between other users including local residents  
• blocked views  
• privatisation of public space.  

 

 
 
 
However, we do not believe these primary harms have in fact been adequately addressed, and nor 
will they be adequately managed In Omaha Beach, with the Council’s proposed bylaw. 
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17.  Requirement for an enforcement officer at Omaha Beach 
 
We also request the appointment of an ‘enforcement officer’ for Omaha Beach, in terms of Subpart 
3. Section 32 of the Freedom Camping Act, to be given powers to enforce a prohibition, and any 
restrictions, in relation to freedom camping in Omaha Beach (which is an area easily defined). Our 
request for a local warrant to be granted results from the community’s belief that not all freedom 
campers will comply with a prohibition, or restrictions; and Council officers will not be able to 
adequately enforce a prohibition or restrictions. To support this request, and based on our 
experience locally with the lack of enforcement of existing bylaws (such as Set Netting; Liquor bans; 
and the hours dogs are permitted on the beach); and we fail to see how, as noted in Council papers, 
the enforcement can possibly be improved – to address the primary harms noted above - when, in 
those same Council papers, it is stated that “Resourcing to enforce the bylaw will therefore be met 
from existing baselines”. 
 
The OBC has, for a number of years now, contracted with Insite Security Ltd to provide security 
patrols in Omaha Beach – particularly over the peak holiday periods when the number of properties 
occupied increases, and the number of visitors and day trippers (and issues) swells significantly. In 
patrolling Omaha Beach, including the beach itself, they have been able to suppress potential 
problems and ‘hot spots’ – including breaches of the various bans and bylaws in place at Omaha 
Beach. These bans and bylaws include the hours dogs are permitted on the beach; the set netting 
ban; and alcohol bans – where we have found the Council officers unable to effectively manage and 
enforce these bans and bylaws. Issues discretely dealt with by Insite Security to protect people and 
property, and the natural environment, include fires on the beach; cleaning rubbish from the beach; 
gatherings on the beach with alcohol, in breach of the alcohol ban; noisy parties and traffic offences 
etc. In handling these situations, Insite Security also deal closely with the appropriate government 
and Council authorities. 
It is therefore considered appropriate, and necessary, for Insite Security to be appointed as an 
‘enforcement officer’ to ensure the prohibitions and restrictions in relation to freedom camping at 
Omaha Beach are adequately enforced. 
Details for Insite Security form part of this submission – See Appendix 10 
 
 
18. Alternative options and sites for ALL camping in the area 
 
In requiring the prohibition of freedom camping in Omaha Beach, we would note that there is an 
abundance of alternative camping facilities nearby. Some require stayers to pay, what appears to 
be a nominal amount, and certainly a nominal amount for the location and facilities provided: 

1. Whangateau Holiday Park https://www.whangateauholidaypark.co.nz/ .The most obvious of 
locations for this area – and operated by Auckland Council! Situated on Whangateau 
Harbour, east of Warkworth and near Leigh in the Matakana Coast area, with sites right on 
the waterfront.  

2. Martins Bay Holiday Park https://www.martinsbayholidaypark.co.nz/ . Again, operated by 
Auckland Council!  
Why not encourage greater use of the Council operated facilities nearby, and increase 
income, rather than make ratepayers pay for the cost of putting in place new freedom 
camping parks at locations where those same ratepayers don’t want them? 

3. Sandspit Holiday Park https://www.sandspitholidaypark.co.nz/ .  
4. Scandrett Regional Park https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/parks-recreation/stay-at-

park/Pages/accommodation-details.aspx?itemID=65 
5. Tawharunui Regional Park https://www.newzealand.com/int/feature/tawharanui-regional-

park/  
6. Goat Island Camping and Accommodation https://www.goatislandcamping.co.nz/ 
7. Happy Dayz Backpackers https://www.facebook.com/Happy-Dayz-Backpackers-

103021149774083/ 
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8. Snells Beach- current provision in two reserves for freedom camping 
9. Mathesons Bay –current provision for freedom camping 
10. Warkworth camp ground 

 

In our survey, we also sought feedback regarding possible alternative sites considered suitable for 
freedom camping. Examples of responses were: Appendix 8 
“No. The prohibition on freedom camping in Omaha must continue. This is a residential area!” 
 
“We consider the best spot for freedom campers in the area to be the Warkworth Showgrounds where there is 
ample room, public toilets and rubbish facilities, no near residents. They can commute to the beaches and 
surrounding regional parks just like the local rate paying public have to.” 
 
“It is there now - 50 per cent occupancy rate, just upgraded in line with Council requirements - this is where 
FCs stay!” We believe this comment was referring to ‘Happy Dayz Backpackers’ on Omaha Flats Rd 
– see Section 17. 
 
“No - the residential nature of omaha does not suit freedom camping . There are no suitable sites with at least 
200 metres to closest residential property and parking facilities are already stetched to the max .” 
 
“Self contained vehicles only on spare land next to cafe on Omaha Flats Road before you drive over 
causeway into Omaha. Must pay $10.00 per person per night, maximum 2 nights and a code will be released 
once payment is made. Just like ARP.” 
 

With Council operated holiday parks in the area it seems inconsistent that Council would be pushing 
the freedom camping angle so hard, underpinning the viability of ratepayers businesses and 
privately owned businesses. Surely you would want to encourage greater use of your own facilities 
first – to partially offset the costs that will be incurred with the proposed freedom camping sites. 
These holiday parks are also in scenic spots – and not in a residential areas. 

We note it is also inconsistent that Council have prohibited freedom camping near or alongside its 
own managed camping facilities where management and negating of primary and secondary harms 
could be easily handled by council staff. Instead of this option they have pushed freedom camping 
into the heart of residential areas and areas under significant pressure with no plan nor additional 
resources to enforce or manage these sites. 

We would also note that we have had some very preliminary, informal, discussions with a party who 
has expressed interest in providing an attractive site for freedom campers to park, close by the 
Whangateau Harbour. 

 
19. Final statement  
We acknowledge that, in terms of Section 11 of the Freedom Camping Act, the bylaw 
must be the most appropriate and proportionate way of addressing the perceived 
problems in the area and, based on this submission, we maintain that the desirability 
of Omaha Beach to campers together with the unsuitability of the sites means that 
prohibition of freedom camping in Omaha Beach is the most appropriate and 
proportionate response. 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix 1 - Photo evidence of overflowing visitor parking flowing on the streets around Omaha Beach 

Appendix 2 - Damage already experienced in Omaha Beach by freedom campers, plus parking over multiple 

car parks 

Appendix 3 - Maps of proposed sites and independent report 

Appendix 4 - Pukemateko Reserve, 177 Mangatawhiri Road –Unsuitability of the site and illegal parking by 

freedom campers currently 

Appendix 5 - 160 Omaha Drive – unsuitability of site, already heavily used as overflow boat trailer parking 

Appendix 6 - William Fraser Reserve - crowded parking, lack of turning, overflow parking, multiple uses of 

site currently 

Appendix 7 - Whangateau carpark - a site to be considered for self-contained vehicles 

Appendix 8 - Omaha Beach Community Inc. Survey results  

Appendix 9 - Omaha Shorebirds Protection Trust submission  

Appendix 10 - Letter from In Site Security 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The entire concept, if it can be called that, of freedom camping, more accurately 
referred to as "Freeloader" camping, is misguided, causes human (public displeasure and individuals in affected 
communities) annoyance, inconvenience , disturbance and often pollution, eg rubbish, excrement and visual.  And it is 
not "camping" at all.  It is parking up on public spaces for free accommodation and use of public toilets for washing 
(humans and clothing and eating gear).    Look at Hatfields Beach.  What a disgusting mess. 

  It was proposed as short-term accommodation solution for the 2011 Rugby World Cup and to encourage tourism from 
visitors for that event, but all that is has achieved is a lot of cheapskate young people effectively bludging off ratepayers 
and taxpayers.  Meanwhile camp grounds and other more appropriate tourist accommodation is undermined. 

Council is not legally obliged to provide for freeloader squatting (for that is what in reality it is). 

Declare it illegal except at limited designated places where there is toilet and rubbish facilities and charge a modest tariff 
if we must have this low end tourism and itinerant/homeless  (often by choice) NZers.  Take a look at Kiwicamp if it is still 
in existence. 

Get real Council!   Whose interests are you obliged to protect and support?  Us, the ratepayers.  Not freeloaders.  And 
trhat applies to kiwis wealthy enough to own campervans and buses  who can well afford to stay at campgrounds. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object strongly to the Council's proposal in its entirety to open up the streets and reserves of Auckland to freeloader 
travellers, and especially at Omaha Beach and its surrounds.  And even if you do promulgate Rules you will not 
effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce them. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? See comments above 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? As with all, see above comments 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  



#1456 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Our experience at Snells Beach 
is that non self contained and self contained vehicles stay overnight in this location and use the bushes behind to 
defecate and relieve themselves which can go into the waterway within metres away. 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By allowing Freedom Camping in designated areas and not allowing free 
access to the streets of Auckland. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Freedom Camping should be restricted to areas that have suitable facilities on site or 
nearby 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rule will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The 

Council’s General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential 

streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but 
with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 12pm 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to freedom campers, 
especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. the councils general rules will be 
ineffectual and unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the council’s proposal  in its  entirety. In regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom campers 
especially at Omaha beach. Freedom camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The council’s general rules will 
be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I believe that all campers, freedom and others, should be in designated camping sites (paid) so that they have access to 
facilities, can discard rubbish in the correct places, and are not staying in general streets of popular tourist spots - like the 
beaches.   I live in a beautiful beach town of Omaha.  We have a few parks that are very popular for day stayers.  To 
allow freedom stayers, even in self-contained motorhomes,  to have overnight stays in these areas would create issues 
with rubbish, noise, and general crowding (as this area is already very popular for day trips and hiring of baches) in the 
summer.   Omaha also has many parking spaces on most of its streets used by the residents which would potentially be 
used if Freedom Camping is permitted in this area. This is not ideal as could have 100's of motorhomes in Omaha at 
peak times of the year.  We already have issues in Omaha with rubbish bins overflowing at busy weekends and this 
would just make the area overcrowded with vehicles, people and rubbish.  I would request that Omaha beach is 
designated as a prohibited area for Freedom campers to protect our environment, our neighbourhood and ensure we are 
not overrun with day AND overnight visitors.  There are some camping areas close to Omaha already that can 
accommodate overnight visitors  to our beautiful beach - keep it that way - prohibit Freedom Campers from staying in our 
beautiful community.  Thank you. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Your feedback form is to long 

No freedom camping at all in residential streets is my feedback Tell your chief executive that I have 30 people ready to  
camp outside his place if this goes ahead Not sure what planet you bureaucrats are on when you think this is what 
Auckland ratepayers want Shouldnt be surprised, AT just rams through projects that no one wants 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Algies Bay Residents & Ratepayers Association 

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Provides a means of managing the rights of freedom 
campers but also controlling usage of designated areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Not on the road but in designated freedomcamping parking spaces 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As previously mentioned freedom camping should be confined to designated parking spots. The current spaces are 
located in the small car park which must allow daily visitors to park safely. Additionally there are designated boat parking 
spaces which should not be used by freedom campers due to limited space. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Algies Bay Main Car Park - We have good compliance from freedom campers but need to ensure that we are able to 
support and attract visitors on a daily basis. Current parking is limited. Parking spaces are currently marked and located 
at top LHS looking at roadway. 1. Primary concern is to ensure that only the designated freedom camping spaces are 
used for short term stay. 2. Freedom camping on roads around Algies Bay should be prohibited. 3. Enforcement is 
always an issue and should not be left to communities to undertake. Therefore there should be some routine controls by 
council enforcement officers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1524 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to strongly endorse the prohibition of freedom camping on Auckland reserves.   

In my area of residence, Rainbows End, Matakana, the  local reserve is ill suited to freedom camping, as was thoroughly 
documented in previous feedback/consultation.  

I strongly  believe that such small reserves as ours, particularly those without  public sanitation amenities,  are best  
saved for the exclusive use of local residents. Our experience has also shown that even moderate sized self-contained  
recreational vehicles are simply too large to be accommodated in the very limited parking available. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Rodney 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1591 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Omaha Spit - As residents of the Omaha Spit, we totally oppose the concept of ‘freedom camping’ at the Omaha Spit. 
The area is totally unsuitable for this kind of activity. We do not oppose having camper vans visit the area for a short day 
stay but overnight stays are not appropriate. There is a camper van park a few kilometres away that should be developed 
further to provide toilets, laundry facilities, effluent disposal facilities and run on a commercial basis (as happens in other 
parts of the world).  

The Omaha Spit is a residential area where the entire infrastructure was paid for by residents. It is inequitable that 
‘freedom campers’ are able to avail themselves of those assets that are already at a premium without contributing to the 
cost of that infrastructure.  Security and Community services are paid for by the residents. The Auckland Council, in the 
28 years we have lived here, has been woeful in enforcing its bylaws (dogs on the beach, etc) and it is likely that 
‘freedom camping’ rules will not be enforced either. (So who will?).  

Then there is the matter of rubbish disposal. No one can guarantee that there won’t be rubbish left after a ‘freedom 
camper’ has departed. Ditto, the maintenance of the limited number of public waste bins. 

The Omaha Spit, by its nature as a residential area, has very limited parking that is at a premium in the peak seasons. 
To say that ‘freedom campers’ can park at or near the boat launching ramp is a ludicrous idea because, as was shown 
recently, the boating fraternity (many coming from miles away) clogs the parking areas for up to 1500metres away. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It is good, so that it is simple and clear what the requirements are, regardless of 
where you stay 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I believe it should be Three days rather than two night. If 
you arrive late at night and need to leave after two nights, you only get 1 day. If you state three days, it achieves the 
same effect as two nights, but is more fair for people regardless of what 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Leave by Noon or even 1pm, allows time for the 
person to have lunch before leaving if they wish, and allows time for people arriving from Noon or 1pm till nightfall to 
arrive and setup. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

'- Need to ensure that for enforcement of self containment, proof of compliance needs to be clarified as a current Self 
Containment warrant card, displayed to be viewed from outside the vehicle. The self containment bumper sticker is 
meaningless and easily copied, or purchased without actually meeting the self containment regulations. 

- Need to clarify what constitutes "the same road or off-road parking area" for the purposes of the No-return period rule, 
this is grey and therefore open to interpretation. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You have a list of prohibited sites, but these presumably exclude many sites which are effectively excluded by their 
status as a 'reserve' under the reserves act. Yet the information as to which sites in Auckland are prohibited due to the 
reserves act is not available, and even if it were, it is not integrated with this bylaw. This is not only confusing, it is 
incomplete. You should include ALL prohibited sites in one easy to search (by name/address) and/or browse (map), and 
integrate this info with this Bylaw. If this is unachievable in the timeframe for the release of the bylaw, set and advertise a 
date when this will be completed by, rather than just saying its too hard due to the number of sites. Otherwise expect a 
deluge of requests for information, and/or non compliance through ignorance of these sites, because freedom campers 
cannot access this information. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons" - 
this is basically another way to describe homeless people who in any other city would be considered well off. No thanks 
to making Auckland a landlords paradise. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons" - 
this is basically another way to describe homeless people who in any other city would be considered well off. No thanks 
to making Auckland a landlords paradise. 

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons" - 
this is basically another way to describe homeless people who in any other city would be considered well off. No thanks 
to making Auckland a landlords paradise. 

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons" - 
this is basically another way to describe homeless people who in any other city would be considered well off. No thanks 
to making Auckland a landlords paradise. 

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain)Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "or because they are choosing to live in a vehicle voluntarily for lifestyle reasons" - 
this is basically another way to describe homeless people who in any other city would be considered well off. No thanks 
to making Auckland a landlords paradise. 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Homelessness doesn't have to be dirt poor people living on the streets because they can't get a job - it includes working 
people who's jobs unfortunately don't pay them enough to live in this expensive city. These rules set a very dark 
precedent if moved forward. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Don't allow it 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? More and more people are beginning to live 
out of vehicles either as an alternative lifestyle or because they can’t afford rent or a mortgage. These people will be 
negatively impacted. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#170 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  



#170 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? As taxpaying citizens, we should be allowed to use the natural resources in 
our country as long as we respect them. Potentially could set up cameras in areas to make sure that people aren’t being 
disrespectful? 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Cameras or better signposting? Or allow more freedom camping spots rather than having 
restrictions everywhere. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? People often freedom camp when they can’t 
afford to pay for a camp ground. Now you’re taking that away from them. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I am totally opposed to the concept of "freedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be 
free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or rate payers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance 
issues, security, etc. There are already campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council 
services 

 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am totally opposed to the concept of "freedom camping" anywhere in NZ, regardless of any rules that are set.  

 It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or rate payers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, 
compliance issues, security, etc. It is already costing me as a ratepayer insofar as someone has spent time researching, 
writing and presenting the rules outline and undertaking this survey. There are already campsites that provide this 
service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am totally opposed to the concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  
either taxpayers or ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are 
already campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services. 

I believe that there should be a bylaw banning any form of "freedom camping" In the Auckland Council area. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
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ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 



#259 

ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
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ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 



#259 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I am totally opposed to the 
concept of "fReedom camping" anywhere in NZ. It may be free for campers but someone -  either taxpayers or 
ratepayers have to foot the cost of services,  cleaning, compliance issues, security, etc. There are already 
campsites that provide this service and this should not be a part of core Council services 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Your employees exploit this rule to fine good people who have simply pulled over for 
a rest (nap). On a long journey. People on a road trip should feel safe to pull over anywhere to rest without fear of 
catching a fine for freedom camping in the wrong vehicle. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): If you are on holiday, wtf would you be up before 9am. It’s unreasonable to expect 
people to move on that early. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Basically think freedom campers should stay in caravan parks or camping grounds in 
order to protect Auckland's environment, public health and safety.  If they don't stay in caravan parks or camping grounds 
they should be banned totally from Auckland. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No room 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 2 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think there should be rules around expectations of what self-contained means and the general behaviours - eg no 
defecating outside, all rubbish and refuse to to removed in the vehicle, no pitching of tents (awnings attached to vehicles 
are okay) etc.  

And maximum number of vehicles per area. Also there needs to be some behavioural expectations set in terms of noise 
and alchohol/drug consumption. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Spends a lot of time saying what you can’t do. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It should not be allowed. Facilities New Zealand wide are stretched as it is 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not allowing it 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Councils cant manage it so dont allow it 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Noise, rubbish, blocked accessways. In 
Omaha, for instance, how many public toilet facilitys are there? One small one by the ramp and at the Surfclub. You 
figure where freedom campers are going to go to relieve themselves. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? There will be little to no enforcement. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, 
especially in Hobsonville/West Harbour. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s 
General Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially in 
Hobsonville/West Harbour. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General 
Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I object to the Council’s 
proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially in 
Hobsonville/West Harbour. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. The Council’s General 
Rules will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? We all pay our council rates and it is not fair if 
freedom campers can live in their vans for free.  If they were to park outside our properties this leaves less parking for 
residents.   I think it would be better if they park in carparks by the beach between certain hours e.g. 7.30pm to 7.00am 
during summer 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should not be any freedom camping in residential streets 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think five nights is a reasonable period of stay 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I'd prefer 3 nights, simply because most holidays we 
take are a long weekend, which are always 3-nights long, and we stay away from home all 3 nights, and having to pack 
up and move and reset then pack up again just to satisfy this rule is a lot of work w 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

After reading all 53 pages, and the bylaw, it seems this complex and comprehensive drive to restrict and prohibit the 
great New Zealand pastime of enjoying our beautiful country and coastline with our kids and friends is a kneejerk 
reaction to abuse and trouble committed by visitors from foreign nations. It is clear they are not here now, and so the 
incredible respect us Kiwis have for our nation, beaches, waterfronts is once again obvious by the absence of trouble 
and environmental abuse in the area's you have focused on. In fact, the campervan/motorhome community look after our 
nation so well, most places are left better off than when we turned up. We pick up rubbish blown by the wind, broken 
bottles dumped by local thugs etc to help make these camping areas safe and pleasant for locals and visitors. To restrict 
and prohibit New Zealanders from enjoying New Zealand is not the New Zealand way. Who is behind this nosensical and 
punitive work? It needs to be abandoned and abolished. The laws and bylaws are working absolutely fine. the specific 
restrictions are already complex, limiting and sometimes very difficult to follow, and serve the purpose of protection the 
environment and ther users of the area. Fine tuning them is all that is necessary, not this heavy handed abuse of the 
right to enjoy the country. It is more important than ever for our family to get out in the camper and stay at places that do 
not cost big bucks since recent politics have destroyed the livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of New Zealanders, put 
15000 businesses to death, and created so much fear and dread and stress to humanity. For Council to apply draconian 
restrictions on places already restricted, and blanket prohibitions on fantastic coastal places that are perfect for growing 
children to explore whilst Mums & Dads relax is morally, ethically and socially wrong. You dont need to go ahead with 
this. There is no reason at all, as we all know the abuse of our country was being done by people from other lands. If any 
restrictions are worthy of change, it is the restrictions on international tourists, and the standard of vehicles they are 
allowed to use. The 9am rule really needs to be altered to 10am. To wake,, wash, breakfast, clean up pack up and 
depart by 9 means waking up at 630 - too early for our family. The minimum night stay really can be 3 nights. Not 
returning rules seem pretty tough, but are ok if there are other places nearby that are suitable with space for the volume 
of campers out and about in any given season. If the volume restrictions are too fierce (without any good reason) it 
divides the community, and pushes holiday makers out into the local streets. It is more favourable for the community to 
have all the campers together, instead of parking up on a backstreet. It is also added security to have campers together, 
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knowing we have some very senior members who need a helping hand from us younger ones. I'd love to make a verbal 
presentation. 
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Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no environmentally 
or culturally sensitive features about this area. 

The health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space do not have any specific factors that 
need protection. 

Access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities are not in any way affected by freedom 
camping under general rules. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Departure 
time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no environmentally 
or culturally sensitive features about this area. 

The health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space do not have any specific factors that 
need protection. 

Access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities are not in any way affected by freedom 
camping under general rules. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Leigh is paradise. I am going 
to be cremated at sea there. My great grans are in the cemetary in Whangateau. With no other place to freedom 
camp, taking this off the list is cruel, and there is no actual point as to why it would be prohibited. There are no 
environmentally or culturally sensitive features about this area. 

The health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space do not have any specific factors that 
need protection. 

Access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities are not in any way affected by freedom 
camping under general rules. 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Same answer as Leigh. 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be 
allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove? Maximum 
stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 3 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  



#1262 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are no environmentally 
or culturally sensitive features about this area. 

The health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space do not have any specific factors that 
need protection. 

Access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities are not in any way affected by freedom 
camping under general rules. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-contained vehicle is too high, 
and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland, It would be too hard to enforce a 
requirement to be certified self-contained, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Potential future self containment rules are likely to be draconian and not fit for 
purpose. Your ability to enforce a changed certification requirements, some aspects identified by the ill thought out, knee 
jerk proposals by the government will leave you in a difficult position tyring to enforce against compliant vehicles with no 
future certification. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

9am is to early for leisure tripers in particular. These are the people who support local businesses e.g. having breakfast 
at local restaurants..... not practical really before 9am..... and return to vehicle and depart. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom camping parking 
spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? The 
indicated area on the map is far to wide and interacts with the ferry car park and would make it impossible for 
freedom campers to identify whether the maximum number of campers would be exceeded. Why make change 
when none is needed at this location! 

In the existing spots there is no interaction with the bulk of car park users (when are you going to add more 
parking space inept council?) and thus no need for an early departure time of 9am. 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Little used and practical 
freedom camping site. No need for new restrictions here! 

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Upper Harbour 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? Yes, having put in a radio button answer you can't take it out 
again! What? This is so basic on what not to do on a form! 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The Freedom Camping general rules are yet another tier of bureaucracy in addition to the Reserve Act rules and 
restirctions. Many freedom camping areas and reserves in your maps are adjacent to each other and there will be great 
difficulty for freedom campers to abide by the rules. The cost of signage to accurately identify all the location boundaries 
and individual restrictions should be prohibitive. they will be hard to enforce and hard to abide by. A $200 and a $800 
enforcement fine process is hard to see why any official would propose or agree to such a procedure. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): We live on Waiheke. We are overrun with freedom campers (usually) and they park 
where they want and toilet everywhere. 

Additionally, there is no method of policing the stay limit. 

Also, there is no dump station. We have all these tiny vans with 'self contained' stickers that clearly aren't and never will 
be, (even now). 

 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Too few options. Again, no one is here to police or 
enforce any camping rules. Any, at all. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The proposal is hopelessly one-size and takes zero account of our situation here. We do not support allowing freedom 
camping on Waiheke, unless it is in one place only. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Looks like minor stuff, the real issue is we don't want the poo-ers here. The rules are unenforceable. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? You should come over here 
some time. These areas are precisely (along with Onetangi) where the freedom poo-ers camp. They will continue 
to. You can't stop them. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? You should come over here 
some time. These areas are precisely (along with Onetangi) where the freedom poo-ers camp. They will continue 
to. You can't stop them.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a particularly funny 
one, as it is the one area they could stay, as it's roomy, and has water and showers/toilets. See how stupid these 
proposed rules are? 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They will camp where they 
want to. The rules are useless. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): Freedom camper vehicles take up parking spaces needed by the rate payers of 
Auckland to visit their amenities. 

2. Without rules, there would effectively be an incentive to become freedom campers and rent out house over summer 
especially… this IS happening on Waiheke 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

When it is more than one night, the campers ‘set up camp’ and their belonging spread out around the vehicle. Many also 
sit and drink etc. As the carparks are beside beaches this causes access problems for children and elderly pedestrians… 
and quite unpleasant for the family whose house this is outside. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

1. How, and WILL, the general rules be policed? Will someone actually check overnight campers have moved on, have 
not stayed more than 2 nights, have left the island to pump out? 

1a. Who will pay for this extra policing - our local board? Will extra funding be provided? 

1b. Please provide a DEDICATED phone number to call to report breaches and for someone to come clean up broken 
glass, human faeces, and old mattresses left behind. When we contact AT we get no response. 

2. Is there a total limit for stay on Waiheke island (given no pump out facilities). 

3. Can we all become freedom campers and not pay rates, put our house on AirBnB? 

4. Second Ave parking is the only parking for those using First Ave boat ramp (First Ave is just a turning circle). Boaties 
and their passengers often go out fishing early in morning. By Second Ave carpark being full of freedom campers almost 
every single night thru summer (see photos), where are boaties, family beach goers, daytrippers etc, supposed to park?? 
Isn’t that breaching your intent - “maintaining public amenity”.  
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5. Second Ave, Onetangi carpark (and several others on Waiheke) are right outside residential houses. We know of 2 
elderly couples considering selling their houses because they are so sick of freedom campers right beside their house all 
summer (and defaecating and drinking), and often actually scared. How would you feel if it was your house? 

6. We no longer walk that way to the beach with our small children now, as we are scared to walk passed the drunk 
people (not all), there is broken glass, the pathway is often blocked etc.  

7. Can you add a rule that the camper can’t park ACROSS the parks (see photos). One guys brings his camper and 
associated cars, parks across ways, and puts up his solar panel!! Ie., he has effectively moved in, pays no rates, and 
blocks the car parks for other users. 

8. There is also a bus that has been parked on the beachfront for many months… can I buy a bus and do that? (I note 
this person is well-behaved, but really!).  

9. There is a narrow and blind corner on Second Ave & Strand, full of vehicles, kids, elderly in summer… the freedom 
campervans (especially the bigger ones) really hamper the view around the corner - someone is going to get hurt.  

8. I have just realized can only upload ONE photo! Why? That is crazy if you genuinely want input. see attachments for 
more info 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is actually one of the few 
sites actually SOMEWHAT SUITABLE for freedom camping in summer as there ARE toilets, showers, and water 
(given we have water shortages on the island). Some rules should still apply - eg x days limit. However, we do 
have a camp ground at the Whakanewha regional park… so why can’t freedom campers go there? I think the 
answer to both of these questions is that there’s no water view! 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): If you are only travelling for a week and want ot stop 
over somewhere familiar this should be possible. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to check these vehicles for self containment.  At the moment they just slap on a sticker on a station wagon 
for example. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The Police should be allowed to move illegal freedom campers on. The council is not resourced to police these freedom 
campers and all the mess and rubbish and noise they make.  We should be supporting local campgrounds and 
accommodation providers during Covid instead of us taxpayers stumping the bill for policing and cleaning up after these 
freedom campers. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Restricted sites 
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Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify): 2 
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 1 night 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 weeks 

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Who is responsible for policing 
this and who is paying for that. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? People should pay to be able 
to overnight camp on the premises . 

Restricted sites 
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Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Papakura Local Board area 
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Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 
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Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are hardly any houses 
around here so okay to freedom camp with strict restrictions.  One night only and must be self contained.  Who is 
paying for this to be checked. 

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes 
– restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

There are hardly any houses around here so okay to freedom camp with strict restrictions.  One night only and 
must be self contained.  Who is paying for this to be checked. 

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are penguins and a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are penguins and a lot of native birds in this area.  
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Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

There are a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a historic site with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 
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There are a lot of native birds in this area. 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is an industrial area.  Who 
is going to pay to police the campers here. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 

 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? They should pay to stay in a 
campsite and not wreck a park with their rubbish and sewage and noise. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Keeping in mind that most Freedom Campers are on holidays, a vacate time earlier 
than 10am is Draconian. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think 2 weeks is a long time.  7 - 10 days is more 
appropriate.  Otherwise, campers holidays could be over and they're back at work before they're allowed to return to a 
freedom camp.  It could be that a camper found a lovely spot on the way out and wants to stay in the same place on their 
way home. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

A majority of Freedom Campers are nice people who are on holidays from work, who want to take care of their 
environment and who don't want to cause grief or upset to other people.   

I strongly believe that living in vehicles without a specific and accessible (24 hour) toilet facility should not be permitted 
anywhere. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: Having a shorter no-return period means campers 
would be able to return to a favourite place if they wanted to, as part of a longer trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#336 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Most would probably understand tolerance on freedom camping is practical but there 
does need to be a fall back for abuse of said tolerance. Having an inadequate policing capability is not a valid reason for 
having no rules, its not a big deal if someone e.g. stays an extra night but if they "move in" or abuse the facilities 
available there needs to be the legal option of removing them even if this might not happen immediately. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

You must make the signage really simple and clear, dont overdo it and do NOT merely create a fecund ground for 
towaway services, as I've noticed happens elsewhere. An outcome that provides for tow-truck scavenging would be the 
worst outcome. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 'Freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of 
three nights in the same road or off-road parking area, because: 

 - they are obliged to be self-contained for at least three days 

-  parking areas will often not be available until previous  

   camper h 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The parking area and 
surrounds are spacious and removed from busiest tourist/coastal locations.  There are good toilet and shower 
facilities 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The right to pull over and sleep in a self contained vehicle on the roadside in 
residential areas needs to continue.  We have a motorhome and sometimes use it in other parts of Auckland to avoid 
drinking and driving.  Eg - a BBQ and stay in a nearby street overnight or drive over 20km home.  Or visiting friends in 
other parts of Auckland and staying in our vehicle overnight to continue the next day.  Simple and harmless.  Surely then 
also legal.  Not all properties have driveways suitable for large vehicles. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Unfairly impacts those who are responsible 
with vehicles suitable for an overnight stay in a location away from home.  Those who use these vehicles as a way of 
commuting to Auckland to work and returning a few days later without blowing the budget.  Unfairly impacts all the 
businesses that benefit from being motorhome friendly towns - cafes, bars and other businesses. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Responsible freedom camping supports local business.  More dump stations are however required in central Auckland. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The limited number of places in designated areas is an issue.  What do you suggest people do if all places are full and 
they are too tired to drive and unable to afford other accommodation?  Surely the right to pull over on a residential street 
and have a sleep should be allowed in a self-contained vehicle. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I cannot understand why freedom camping has been allowed for several months for a Maori group occupying Kennedy 
Point Beach , Waiheke Island . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I refer to Waiheke Island only, I don't think that the rules will fit all areas, I feel that 
Local Board should determine what freedom camping rules should apply to the island. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):I do not think that any freedom camping should 
be allowed on the island. We do not have any pump out facilities, if we had to have freedom campers then they should 
be both self contained and certified. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I still take the view that we should not have any freedom 
campers on the island.  If however this does not come to pass then they should not stay longer than two nights. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I feel that we should have no freedom campers on the 
island, any rule that might be decided upon will not be able to be enforced unless additional staff are employed to do this 
job.  We must also take into consideration unpleasant responses that are potentially leveled at the person employed. 

 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

To repeat myself, I feel that Waiheke Island is too small for freedom campers.  We have a very good campsite that is 
situated within near proximity of all places of interest. We have no pump out facilities and  having no freedom campers 
will be a simple solution. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to comment on the sites not included in the restricted areas.  All beaches have small parking areas, these 
should not be taken up with freedom campers. If we have to have freedom campers, then the residents and local board 
should be able to make the decision about areas, number of nights, fines and policing of the places.  This will mean that 
additional funds will need to be made available to cover the costs of employing additional staff. We are a small island 
with few facilities and no great distances between places of interest.  Hence we ask the question, why do we need 
freedom campers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#351 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 



#352 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Freedom campers should ONLY be able to stay in 
officially designated areas. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): While this rule is needed, it is in practice impossible to 
police. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The current freedom camping regime doesn't work and campers (often residents) simply ignore whatever guidelines that 
exist.  Furthermore, local councils (such as Waiheke) refuse to enforce the few rules that do exist. 

And so... 

1. The freedom camping regime needs to be simplified (these are the ONLY areas where camping is permitted)  

2. Enforce needs to be done by the police  

3. We need to be meaningful fines for breaches.....overstaying, defecating, dumping rubbish, etc which is all currently 
happening on Onetangi Beach and I am certain elsewhere. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why aren't Onetangi Beach, 
Palm Beach, etc also included as "prohibited areas"?? 

Why is the Onetangi Sports Park a prohibited area and these idyllic beaches aren't?  As a consequence, we have 
local resident freedom campers who camp on these beaches for many weeks/months of the year, defecate under 
trees, dump rubbish....and the local board thinks this is all ok. 

 

 

 



#353 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): only designated camping areas should be allowed 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): this is never policed 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would like Onetangi  beach 
a prohibited area.This is a narrow road and large camper vans park on the side of the road causing traffic 
congestion and danger to pedestrians. 

Also this beautiful beach has a fragile bank and  these heavy vehicles park and cause damage. 

This has been an on going problem, for many years and local residents have spoken to our local council to no 
avail. 

There is supposed to be a parking restriction on this road but it is never policed. 

Human waste on this area is a common problem.Not a great look when taking ones grandkids to play on the 
beach. 

This is voted one of the most beautiful beaches in New Zealand we need to protect it. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Onetangi Beach Ratepayers' Association 

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The general Rules are detrimental to 
Waiheke Island. On behalf of and as Chairman of the Onetangi Beach Ratepayers' Association Inc , I object to the 
General Rules applying to Waiheke Island and our Association fully supports the position voiced by the Waiheke 
Community Board (Cath Handley).  

Waiheke Island has little or no infrastructure to accommodate freedom campers who are committed to using beach user 
facilities ie toilets, water etc akin to a campground. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have voiced our concern and support the position expressed by the Waiheke Community Board in that there must be a 
blanket ban on freedom camping on the island. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better 
managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think Freedom camping is apart of New Zealand culture and we should embrace it. Rule are rules people will always 
brake them. But don’t make it difficult for those who enjoy a freedom camp because of a handful of people who reck it for 
the rest. We are New Zealand we are known for our relaxed freedom camping. It’s all good bro grab a seat chuck a 
sausage on the bbq settle in for the night ቓቔቕ 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be camper 
parking here and this should be set up as a camping hub it’s perfect and it’s out of public main roads it’s. Well 
respected area with the facilities for This use 100% even expand this area for some freedom camping. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It is no point having a rule, if it cannot be managed. There is no system on Waiheke 
Island to manage freedom camping. It should simply not be permitted on the island because the Island does not have the 
facilities or the system to manage it. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who will monitor how long self-contained vehicles stay at multiple sites on Waiheke Island? Impossible to monitor! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Reference part three: Your proposed regulations do not permit local board to adjust or limit freedom camping on 
Waiheke Island. 

Regarding point .4.  Enforcement powers at the detail level will be impossible to apply on Waiheke Island. The only 
enforcement that can be applied is complete limitation of freedom camping on Waiheke Island! The fine for any 
unauthorised freedom camping anywhere on Waiheke Island, should be set at $5000 for the first offence! 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a carpark, to get to a 
bathroom facility it is necessary to cross the busy road! 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Who on earth Is suggesting 
the sites to you! You have not listened to the recommendations from the Waiheke people and local board. There 
are many areas where restriction should be in place,.  This location might actually be one of the more appropriate 
locations if we have to have them on Waiheke. Again no toilet facilities, no waste water or dumping facilities for 
freedom camping exist on Waiheke Island. Just stop it!  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is used by current 
Residents of Waiheke who have no other options for living. Encouraging freedom campers from the rest of the 
country  to this site is absurd! 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As for all the sites that are 
proposed, this area would be subject to Noise and the dropping of bathroom refuse on our island.  We have one 
campsite on Waiheke Island, this is the only place where freedom camping should be permitted. Our waiheke 
people  ask you to please listen to them 

 



#371 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 



#371 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a no-return period rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby.Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I live on Waiheke, following are the reasons we shouldn't have freedom campers. 

1/. Waiheke does not have a waste station 

2/. The self contain leave there residue all along the road as they drive off. 

3/. The un self container i.e. vans, cars. These people I see swatting in the bushes and along the bank. There are no 
public toilets open in level 4 and even if there was there is none in the area I live. I and my neighbours have had used 
toilet paper, feces, and used tampons in our gardens. 

4/. They cook on the beaches which is prohibited and leave their circles of wood smoldering for anyone, animal to come 
across. 

5/. The converted buses, trucks, vans and cars are damaging the area along the front of the Onetangi beach as the 
bollards were taken away illegally and not replaced. 

6/. the Aims cannot mow the lawns across the beach front as these vehicles are always parked their. 

7/. Environment .The sea baskets which have been built to hold the bank of the beach is eroding, and the dunes are no 
longer, no matter how many strings the council ties along the beach. 

8/. Rats are living under the canoes that are tied to the pohutakawa trees where the freedom campers throw food down 
the bank. 
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9/. Whilst these vehicles are park ( there are yellow lines painted) two other vehicles using the road cannot pass safetly. 
Once a person had died down the end of the beach and it took 10 cars for the police are to get passed. 

10/. Safety for people a lady walking her dog was hit in the shoulder and had to have surgery. Another long term resident 
was pushed up against a camper van whilst cars squeezed passed. 

11/. No safety for pedestrians and tourist, we cannot push our prams, wheelchairs along as no footpath. The parking 
area where these freedom campers park are parked on it. 

12/. People need to enjoy our lovely beaches not tons of metal! 

13/. Arrange for the bollards to be replaced, taken illegally for the Onetangi beach races and were suppose to go back 
the following week, they have not. 

14/. we have taken our cause regarding the freedom campers to our Local Board, unfortuantely not one thing has been 
done about this, This board does not have Waiheke, The Beach which is one of the top 10 beaches in the world in there 
concerns.  The did say that they would put up 4hr parking signs, 3 years ago, still nothing. 

 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I think they should be banned from Waiheke, until the powers to be can 
provide a safe environmental park for them with full facilities. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Banning them from our public places. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I think they should be banned from Waiheke, until the powers to be can provide a safe environmental park for them with 
facilities. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I feel all beach frontage should be added to this prohibited list. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Policing is key here.  It should be a matter of presence, persuasion.  Self-contained vehicle visitors should know they will 
be stopped, checked and put on the next outward ferry if they cannot contain their waste while on Waiheke. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We cannot keep visitors 
away and these areas provide space for self-contained vehicles. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Its a cemetary.  Our civilian 
and war dead should be left in peace.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Self-contained vehicles 
should be allowed to park for 2 days max at the Sports ground car park. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We need as an island to be 
open to self-contained vehicular visitors.  The self-containment of the vehicles needs to be consequently policed.  
No dumping on-island.  A dumping site could be set up connected to the Oneroa sewerage system. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping is widespread across NZ and the world now, Freedom campers are all ages and many live in their 
motor homes. Most towns and cities provide facilities for these campers, i.e. Whitianga, Taupo. Waiheke currently has no 
facilities or parking areas for freedom campers nor a dump station. Why try and make it illegal to camp overnight in a 
suitable camper when thousands of Kiwis are doing this as a lifestyle choice. Managing the proposed laws would be a 
nightmare. Create a couple of suitable areas and campers will use them. Sure make it illegal to camp on the beach front 
or other public areas but Waiheke seriously needs to catch up with the rest of the country here. A comment from our 
Local Board Chairperson seemed to indicate most motorhomes are too large for Waiheke roads, this is a nonsensical 
statement because AT and the board have consented to Double Decker buses operating on Waiheke and now wider 
longer and heavier electric buses. The board needs to be very accurate when making general comments designed to 
sway public opinion 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The carpark at Kennedy 
Point is empty most nights and would provide an ideal overnight location for Freedom Camping as long as it was 
vacated by 9:00am each morning. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is a prime location 
for Freedom Camping, there is no sporting activity here overnight or during the summer it is a winter only venue. 
There are good shower and toilet facilities. There are many available carparks overnight. If a security person 
maintained the parking area and even if an overnight charge was made, say $10 or $15 to assist in running the 
park. This park would be the ideal location for a waste water dumping station, there isn't one on the island and 
this would prevent illegal dumping elsewhere on the island. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#422 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Some places simply aren't suited to freedom camping because it WILL damage the 
natural environment, and result in misuse of public toilets, e.g. Waiheke 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Leave the regs up to each Local Board 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? If freedom camping is allowed on Waiheke, 
locals will be affected by faeces in their gardens - this has already happened!! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There is no way to enforce them, so they are pointless 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No freedom camping should be permitted on or near any of the reserves on Waiheke, or on or near any residential 
areas, or on or near any urupa sites, of which there are around 30 known sites, or in any of the road reserves. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The issue is there are not 
enough prohibited areas on Waiheke under this scheme 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 3 or 4 days per stay 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): 9am is too early in winter 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): one week return period 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

'Waiheke is doing this for all the WRONG reasons 

- there should be weight and width restrictions on all vehicles 

- there needs to be a designated campsite or a few 

- employers need to pay staff enough to live in a house 

- freedom campers on Waiheke have never been a problem 

- address the cause not the symptom 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support the certified self contained rule. Most of the areas have public toilets, 
and therefore self contained should not be a requirement. I support all the other rules. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce the self-
containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Travel hub to and from 
Waiheke with limited parking facilities 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Very busy road on Waiheke 
and no camping at a cemetery  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is under used and 
the area is a great place for freedom camping 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is well used by 
public and limited parking spaces 

 



#436 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I live/own a house on Waiheke and the Local Board are proposing to ban feeedom camping. I disagree with this, i believe 
we should provide a dump station own the island and welcome freedom, campers with a 2 - 3 night max stay in any one 
locale, self contained and other regulations all good, maybe charge a small fee/night in designated areas :) 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I’ve heard some people suggest Whakanewha regional park be made option for freedom campers. Please please please 
No!  

It would require a dumping station & upgrading of the facilities. The campground is perfect BECAUSE of it’s limitations; 
it’s not a “Top 10” holiday park or whatever, it’s a regional park filled with wildlife that cope with campers because the 
numbers and facilities are limited. Freedom campers would use up a lot of the capacity leaving less availability for regular 
campers - which, ironically, often include people who need to vacate their rental for the christmas week. The 
campground is an affordable ‘holiday’ option for our family, and many others’ on Waiheke. It’s not the solution to freedom 
camping. We seem to have two issues: freedom camping, and a housing shortage; the latter should be the priority & the 
former shouldn’t be the ‘solution’ to the latter. Thank you. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Because it’s a car park. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The only camping allowed 
here should be permanent, and six feet under. I’m sorry, but how else do you answer “should people camp in a 
cemetary?” RIP  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I feel this site is the only one 
with potential - only the carpark and buildling areas, the bush areas are for nature & recreation. The facilities 
could ‘weather’ upgrades without upheaval of the bush areas, and there aren’t people living nearby that would 
have their neighbourhood changed - a pretty big deal if you have a huge mortgage on your dream home & then 
council decides to build your nightmare. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Again, a car park, and after 
three months without our library: that carpark will be needed! 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): clarity - so everyone knows what generally applies 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): we need some special areas for people who are living in their cars 

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? it seems to be an attack on 
putiki bay protestors. they should be allowed to stay 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? would be a good place to 
designate a longer term site for people living in thier cars 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Waiheke just does not have the infrastructure to cope with freedom campers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#468 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be no freedom camping on beach frontage in front of homes. Generally these are no parking zones but not 
enforceed. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? There is a lack of beach parking on Waiheke 
Island. Not fair on the locals as the freedom campers and folk living in cars will take all the dam parks. Not fair. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There is no place to dump campervan sewage waste on Waiheke 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is the most suitable place 
to put them. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#488 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There should be no freedom camping on Waiheke Island as requested by the Local Board 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Waiheke doesn’t have 
facilities for camper van toilet waste 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Stop freedom camping unless campers have toilet facilities and if they do not 
take up parking that could be used by families 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom campers could be 
allowed here because there are facilities however Onetangi beach should be excluded from freedom camping 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  



#510 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Ratepayers finance amenities for rubbish collection and cleaning of public areas. Designated camping areas set up with 
amenities and a small fee payable towards upkeep. I think unfair people can freedom camp beachfront, use public 
amenities, take up valuable parking space, without contributing anything. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Post Covid could see an influx of freedom living 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? New marina and bulk of 
schools located in this area from primary to secondary. High traffic flow 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? For one it’s a burial area. 
Gateway to onetangi with tourist venues, ecological areas  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Even though it’s a large area 
with public amenities it is for sports use. Who will police this and pay for upkeep if used by freedom campers? I 
for one dont want to pay for this out of my ratepayers money. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A very public arts area with 
tourist spots, limited parking for locals for library and theatre. Main start to the village from ferry for the island 
experience 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#511 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

One size does not fit all - highly valued and sensitive locations must be protected and exempted from FC . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The islands of Tikapa Moana are unique, globally important and highly sensitive. THEY MUST BE EXEMPT from this 
nonsense. Some, eg Waiheke Is have  camping grounds - that is enough. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, 
Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping 
starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than 
having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

My comments pertain to main land Auckland and not to Great Barrier or Waiheke. 

Waiheke does not have the infrastructure to support freedom campers and should be excluded from having them on the 
Island. We already have difficulty providing for our community without the additional responsibility and cost associated 
with freedom camper. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):On Waiheke the roads and infrastructure are 
not suited to larger self-contained vehicles but smaller vehicles are fine.  Maybe only allow self-contained vehicles with a 
WOF should be allowed but owners with a larger COF vehicle are probably better off leaving their vehicle on the 
mainland and staying in one of our many holiday accommodations. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They seem quite reasonable, it's just a bit of a mystery as to how they will be enforced and where will the funding for this 
come from. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? The environment and public health and safety would be protected by not 
allowing freedom campers anywhere on Waiheke Island.  there  are no dump facilities for toilets and a scarcity of water 
in the summer months.  I can not believe (or trust) that people with camper vans will pay the very high price of the car 
ferry to only stay on the island for two nights then leave to empty their toilets. Who is going to monitor this or the 
requirement of moving every 2 days? The island septic systems will be ruined if chemical toilets are emptied into them. 
There are a number of homeless people & itinerant workers who live in their cars and they need to be given priority for 
the few facilities available 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

See above. NO freedom camping sat all on the island. It is not set up for it especially dealing with effluent 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#591 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National 
Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The two night stay is reasonable for Auckland generally 
but on Waiheke Island freedom camping should not be allowed at all. There are no pump out facilities for wastewater and 
there is a significant risk that chemicals could be put down public toilets whi 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

On Waiheke one of the few places that is suitable for people overnighting in vehicles  (because of the services available) 
is Onetangi Sports Park. Whilst banning casual freedom campers from this area is reasonable, measures should be 
taken to enable those forced to live in vehicles longer term from being able to stay there, subject to limits on numbers 
and possibly hours of occupation. Aside from teh above consideration, if this Bylaw does go ahead as currently proposed 
then Onetangi Sports park should not be a banned area. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 



#592 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

They do not define the difference between not-restricted, restricted and prohibited. This makes them very confusing. If 
there are general rules, is that not also a restriction? In the case of Waiheke, the general text says it is restricted, but 
Waiheke does not appear in the list of restricted areas. I don't see how we can seriously be expected to provide 
feedback on this. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It will be impossible to enforce the two-day limit on Waiheke. How do you propose to do this and who will pay for it? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Here it says there are no 
other restrictions proposed, but the beginning of the by-law specifically mentions restrictions on Waiheke and 
then does not specify them! I would like to see freedom camping prohibited on the whole of Waiheke, i.e. make 
the whole island a prohibited area. The reason for this is two-fold: 1) We have a lot of homeless people on the 
island living in various vans/buses on the island already and they should not have to compete with visitors. 2) The 
Island does not have the infrastructure to cope with Freedom Camping. As already noted, there are no dump 
stations. However, there are also inadequate roads to cater for the extra traffic (our roads are too narrow and 
already over-full), and this is a huge and unnecessary addition to our carbon footprint with these heavy vehicles 
being brought across on fossil-fuel burning ferries for a period of two-days, which will no doubt enjoy offering 
extra services to cater for the upswing in demand. If additional sailings are not offered, this will simply make it 
difficult for locals who may need to take vehicles off-island and for other freight services that also rely on the 
ferry. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Protect Our Gulf Inc 

Your local board: Waiheke 



#608 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):As Waiheke Island has not pump out or grey 
water facilities  for Freedom campers, they should not be allowed to come to Waiheke Island or any other areas without 
pump out facilities. Also our roading on Waiheke is not fit for large vehicles to transverse. We also need our only 
camping facilities  to compensate for our housing emergency. We need to manage our own people who are living in vans 
and must keep our resources for our own people. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Waiheke is not Auckland city and has a rural character. This island is not suitable to Freedom camping at this time and it 
can not be managed. Currently our island is currently facing a crisis in housing  on the island. We can not allow Freedom 
campers to encroach on our very badly resources island in terms of toilets, roading and infrastructure. The time for 
Freedom camping on the Island is not now. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There should be no Freedom camping on Waiheke or on Aotea until there is infrastructure in place to provide pump out 
facilities. Also Waiheke roads are not fit to have campervans and large vehicles on them. Almost every road on Waiheke 
is a sharrow and thus are shared by cyclists and walkers and those who are vulnerable. Already trucks are buses are 
pounding poorly constructed Waiheke Roads.  
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no freedom 
camping anywhere on the island. However currently there is a dreadful construction at Kennedy Point and there 
must be protectors allowed to occupy that space until that construction of a floating carpark and a marina are 
halted. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping allowed anywhere on the Island - we do not have the infrastructure  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping in this area or anywhere on the island 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be no Freedom 
Camping anywhere on the island 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby. Another 
reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): It is not illegal to sleep in cars unless you happen to be driving, it is a matter of 
where. 

The Strand in Onetangi has been turned into a de facto resort by these so called freedom campers. 

The solution is cheap and easy. Replace the bollards which were removed decades ago as a temporary measure (One 
day for the Onetangi Races) and not replaced yet. 

Until that can be done, install a NO PARKING sign. 

Until then, allow longtime locals who have been driven out of their homes by high holiday rentals, camp in reserves such 
as the Sports Park. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By not allowing freedom campers on waiheke 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Ban them 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Onetangi beach and 
associated Reserves / road ways etc are commonly used for vehicle overnighting for days / weeks at a time. All 
vehicle overnight camping on Reserves and associated road ways should be prohibited in the Onetangi area (in 
part because of the limited parking for daily recreational purposes - often lines of vans take up all parking spaces 
in Onetangi). 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#645 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Although freedom campers are meant to be self contained many vehicles with a "self contained" sticker are not in fact 
self contained.  This means people are going to have to be employed to monitor freedom camping areas.  Where 
possible eco toilets should be provided where freedom camping is allowed.  There should be NO freedom camping 
allowed on Waiheke Island.  The island has no dump station or camping ground.  At the moment people who are unable 
to afford to pay the high rents are sleeping in their vehicles and our limited facilities should be available to them and not 
to freedom campers. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no dump site on the 
island.  There is limited parking for the Sealink ferries and freedom campers would take up parks for people using 
the early ferries. Also the residents who cannot afford the rents and live in cars need to use the limited facilities 
on the island. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Again, there are limited 
facilities for freedom campers on the island and no dump site.  Our limited facilities should be used by those 
residents unable to pay the high rents and not be crowded out by freedom campers.  

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Again, there is no dump site 
on the island and the limited facilities should be used by those who cannot afford to pay the high rents rather than 
being crowded out by freedom campers. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is at the beginning of the 
commercial area of Oneroa.  Again the island's limited facilities and no dump site should not allow freedom 
campers.  Those people who have to live in vehicles because of the high rents need to use the limited facilities 
and should not be crowded out by freedom campers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):how are you going to police the oocupants 
actually using the facilities in their vehicle. they get good monetary kick backs by not using them from the company 
leasing the vehicle 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): from my experience on waiheke island the freedom 
campers will stay a lot longer than 2 days and no one is ever policing the mass groups of crappy vans/cars living at the 
beach. Very few rubbish bins are available so it becomes a shit show 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): whose going to police it, last i heard Auckland 
Council was shredding the amount of staff it employed due to covid , can't see any of the 86 over paid council rich list 
taking a cut in salary . so it will all be just lip service and the campers will do wh 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): see above comment 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

just ban freedom camping on waiheke. we are not set up for it 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? why are none of the carparks 
by the beaches not proibited. there is only limited parking anyway and the amount of campers would take a 
majority of these 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 



#702 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#716 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As noted in previous response, Waiheke Island has unique circumstances that require area specific rules. There are no 
pump out facilities, unsuitable roads and limited places for campers to park. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I believe freedom camping is a thing of the past as they abuse the system, I have seen many disgusting instances of 
freedom camper pooing everywhere destroying our natural environment , there are too many freedom campers and the 
rules about not deficating are never followed or enforced . 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Why are the current regulations being ignored in relation to the protest campsite on the Kennedy Point  Beach and 
Carpark 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? See previous comments 
onThe Kennedy Point Carpark 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a no-return period rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? Self containment rule is very problematic on Waiheke. We do not 
have (or want) chemical dumping facilities. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):It is not clear how these chemical toilets will be 
emptied on islands where there are no facilities. The rules need to be refined to account for such situations. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Yes, I have litter picked (with a grabber) soiled toilet paper from Wharf Road and also the beach area below the car park 
on several occasions recently - really not pleasant! Hence my comment about consistency of approach and not 
increasing problems here because you have arbitrarily banned camping in other car parks. 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This seems like an arbitrary 
selection based on who is shouting loudest. It would increase pressure on other areas such as the car park by 
the Wharf Road boat ramp where we have problems already. This is unfair. Please either include all such car 
parks or none, to be consistent and fairer to all residents. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are facilities here such 
as toilets and showers that could perhaps mitigate issues from freedom camping  - particularly since chemical 
toilets cannot be emptied on Waiheke. 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Disallowing freedom camping 
in this area undermines the Protect Pūtiki movement. Which in actual fact is more important than banal 
discussions about freedom camping at this time. 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Currently we have people camping in the public car park at kennedy point and also on the beach at kennedy point.  Why 
are these people allowed? I am too frightened to visit the beach which I used to swim at nearly daily.  The council have 
turned a blind eye to this - why? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Why are illegal campers allows to occupy both the public car park and the beach at kennedy point waiheke.  It’s just 
absurd that you are doing this survey and doing nothing about these noisy aggressive people 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 



#970 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Self contained toilets should be able to be in a separate room not just be a port a pottie in the back of a people mover to 
be compliant! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

This should include anyone camping . e.g. occupiers. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Waiheke Island - Current Issues 

We reside on The Strand, Onetangi, and have experienced the following 

Many of the vehicles in which people are sleeping on The Strand (beach front) and surrounds are displaying Self 
Contained Certificates which are obviously false as the vehicles do not comply – e.g. small SUV vehicles.   

There are several large vehicles – e.g. ex bus, furniture van converted which regularly occupy beach front spaces.  They 
may move short distances everfew days and are living in them full time in the immediate area.  This is unfair on 
beachfront properties who pay very high rates and constant Freedom Campers diminish the amenity value of the 
properties and this is not reflected in the rating base. 

We have seen campers enter unoccupied properties to relieve themselves and on several ocasions we have arrived at 
our property to find used toilet paper in our garden. 

The Proposals 

Specific Prohibited Areas 

We note that there are no such areas in Onetangi in the Proposed Schedule.  We would request that the Auckland 
Council ban overnight Freedom/Homeless Camping in these areas: 

1. Between First and Third Avenues on The Strand  

2. The parking area by the beach in Second Avenue and Second Avenue 

3. First Avenue 

4. Le Roy Street 
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During the summer months up to 10 vehicles can park in this area day and night.  There are no close toilet facilities. 

Oneroa Beach front is another pristine beachfront area which should have Freedom/Homeless Campers banned. 

The Proposal is that – 

Freedom Campers can only stay on Waiheke for two nights as they need to return to the mainland for Dumping purposes 
as there are no facilities on Waiheke. This appears a reasonable rule but again needs to be monitored and policed.  
Perhaps the Auckland Council should investigate a Dump Station.   

The rule that Freedom Campers cannot simply move a short distance in an attempt to overcome the 2 night rule is good 
but will be of little consequence unless a Dump Station is available. 

Homeless Persons living in Vehicles 

The Freedom Camping Rules should apply to all vehicles in which people are sleeping.  If the Auckland Council is of the 
view that they need to condone a level of homeless living in cars due to the lack of affordable accommodation for some 
workers etc, then a specific area on Council land away from residential properties and beaches etc on which adequate 
support facilities of toilets, showers and laundry should be provided.  I would envisage that a modest nightly fee would be 
charged.  

 The new policies need to be in place for this summer. 

All necessary signage needs to be erected prior to Christmas 2021 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waiheke 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No matter what you plan it 
seems to be a waste of rate payers money. When the council can not move on the freedom campers at Kennedy 
Point and make then remove their rubbish. Photo included 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I live in Auckland, and my fear is that freedom campers will make access to local beaches impossible or undesirable for 
me and my family and neighbours. Rules need to be specific and strict. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I don't understand the proposal. Are you saying people can freedom camp on all other beaches? They will need 
protection. One family freedom camped on a portion on French Bay Beach last summer and it restricted beach access 
for everyone else. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is probably a good place 
for freedom camping but they would need to leave by 8am for the kindergarten etc. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why this area? Why not 
Titirangi Beach, French Bay, etc? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Two weeks is too long.  If you are renting a freedom 
camper for a week/10 days and doing a short to/from trip North or South, then sometimes it takes the stress off on way 
back  to be able to park at a place you know/been to before on your way back home rather than trying to find limited 
alternatives to park at night.  If NZ was a huge long distance country then two weeks would make more sense. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If you are going to have these rules, then you need to make sure there are enough designated areas throughout 
Auckland to accommodate freedom campers needing to find parks overnight. Otherwise it becomes quite stressful trying 
to find where to park. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

there are not enough areas around Auckland to accommodate the 100's of freedom campers with these new restrictions. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): seems to me that the land is owned by the people not the council and as such 
shouldn't have restrictions apart from health 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to  public health and safety, but 
vehicle owners should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

if Auckland had many sites with water, dump stations and recycling areas in park ups there would be a massive 
reduction in all of the issues stated i note that Finland does this and don't have any of the reported issues 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? There are already rules in place against littering, public indecency, etc. 
Imposing further limitations on freedom camping will simply create barriers and cause rule breakers to escalate their 
behaviour. It takes away a personal responsibility towards decent behaviour and transfers that responsibility onto a third 
party, meaning those already inclined to break the rules will simply continue, and those who would have behaved 
themselves anyway may be barred from interacting with nature, which some might argue as a fundamental human right. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Absolutely! Certified self-containment is 
expensive and preventing anyone without it from camping will simply place yet another restriction on the poorer members 
of NZ society. As a wealthy individual with a certified self-contained vehicle I am always happy to share the road and 
campsites with any respectful campers, regardless of whether they're van has an arbitrary blue sticker or not. 

This rule will negatively impact campers, and will simply cause a number of would-be campers to have to shell out 
thousands of unnecessary dollars to an RV builder (many of whom are booked up for the next 6-8 months). 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): As stated above: when a new law or rule is introduced it takes away personal agency 
and places it on a third party, and as has been the case many times overseas when restrictions are in place well 
behaved people continue to be well behaved, and people looking to break the rules simply increase that behaviour. New 
York has NO camping restrictions in any of it's state parks, and if the bloody Yanks can do that in a state the size of the 
North Island and with a population 4 times the size of NZ then what reason do we have to limit our fellow Kiwis? Are we 
implying that New Zealanders are worse at looking after the environment than New Yorkers? We have plenty of laws that 
prevent bad behaviour, further restrictions can only serve to make life more complicated for people simply looking to 
enjoy nature. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
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opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to leave at a set time; they don’t 
block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting reNot setting a departure time will be more convenient for 
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campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local businesses, It is not necessary to require campers to 
leave at a set time; they don’t block others’ access to shared parking or amenities, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general 
rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There are plenty of laws in place to protect the environment and prevent bad behaviour, an overabundance of regulation 
simply inconveniences Kiwis trying to enjoy their own country and leaves a bad taste in the mouth for guests trying to do 
the same. For the sake of human dignity let people manage themselves! If we treat people like children they behave like 
children. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#115 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

all of them seen to be an attempt to limit and penalise freedom campers ---  and very little in the consultation seems to be 
about enhancing and improving the facilities and options -- - Freedom Camping is a great Kiwi tradition , institution right 
of passage and BASIC RIGHT of all Kiwis --  the council would do far better to embrace this group and start providing 
better opportunities --     I own a motorhome and simply dont use it in Auckland or Queenstown as both cities are 
unfreindly in their attitudes --  In my recent travel -- i have seen members of the public urinate in various lay buys- the 
garage at hampton downs -- not one was a freedom camper -- but ALL had no access to facilties --- want to cure come of 
hte issues -- provide more rest stops, toilets at picnic areas -  easier access to refuse --  not $12 for one black bag at a 
recylce centre --         when travelling -- i often dotn have a plan for hte next day and sometimes just enjoy where i am in 
the mornign -- breackfast  read a book -- and its 11.00   after all we are on holiday!!!  so making us get up and leave by 
any set time is really ridiculous - 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

the focus of the discussion and consulation is all wrong --  we shoudl be talkign about how to ensure that freedom 
camping can happen , enhance the opportunities and experiencs and tackling the issues -- such as not enough public 
failities, waste disposal, better areas to camp, more of them   all of which would tackle the percieved issues -- 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? its a great spot -- and ther 
are not many in Auckland 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? i dont like any restrictio ns -- 
but accpet that GB island is a special place 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? again -- GBI is a special 
place and needs to be treated that way - 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? consider adding more 
facilities 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? why not develop good 
facilities here for freedom camping --  its a great spot and the facilities would also support day trippers 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? at least onpen one area to 
freedom campers -   i lived there for a bit -- and hte front gets inundated with South Aucklanders every weekend -
- i suspect it would only be used during the week by campers who like peace and quiet 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  



#121 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? no freedo camper would 
chose this spot! 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? its a nice spot -- and the 
mpore the better --   i live down in Huia -  but no this area well -- virtually never see freedom campers in teh area 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#211 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? It is Harmful  and Extremely DAMAGING to the environment to have them at 
Piha, Bethels Beach, Titirangi or Karekare. There are numerous road slips that have yet to be fixed and heavy vehicles 
will add to the stress on the roads, and cause damage, accidents and deaths. Freedom campers create excessive 
pollution and waste. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It is Harmful  and Extremely DAMAGING to the environment to have them at Piha, Bethels Beach, Titirangi or Karekare. 
There are numerous road slips that have yet to be fixed and heavy vehicles will add to the stress on the roads, and 
cause damage, accidents and deaths. Freedom campers create excessive pollution and waste. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is Harmful  and Extremely DAMAGING to the environment to have freedom campers at Piha, Bethels Beach, Titirangi 
or Karekare. There are numerous road slips that have yet to be fixed and heavy vehicles will add to the stress on the 
roads, and cause damage, accidents and deaths. Freedom campers create excessive pollution and waste. We want 
Freedom Campers prohibited in Piha, Karekare, Titirangi and Bethels Beach permanently. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Freedom campers frequent French bay 
beach, making noise throughout the night, going to the toilet in public places, and leaving rubbish behind when they 
leave. Managing/policing how many days people stay cannot easily happen. Please protect our environment by making 
people only be able to camp in camping grounds! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No stay should be allowed! 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Don’t allow Freedom Camping in Piha. Where will people safely park who 
visit the area for the day if the roads and parks are open to random campers who Constantly leave behind rubbish, 
pollution and human waste!! I have seen so called ‘freedom campers’ park up for several days who refuse to move on.  It 
is already bursting with out of town vehicles parking illegally and unsafely.  More importantly Piha has a large community 
of children who roam freely - allowing transient freedom camping adds a huge potential of risk for these vulnerable young 
children who currently feel safe in their community. Piha has a designated camping ground for the purposes of those who 
want to safely stay in the area.. the camp ground allows camping vehicles and it should stay this way.  On top of this who 
is expected to govern the general rules around freedom camping? The residents? I am the owner of property on Glenesk 
Rd and a property on Piha Rd. The Piha road property has 2 public car parks at the entrance to my property driveway - 
On a weekly and sometimes daily basis I deal with people trying to sleep overnight in their vehicles, blocking my 
driveway, leaving large amounts of rubbish (and human waste) near or on my property!! I also have “freedom campers” 
enter my properties to be nosey (get a better view of beach), ask for supplies, to use the toilet etc and the list goes on. 
Secondly Glenesk Rd has gone through severe flooding in last few years and adding random campers to the risks 
around flooding events and exit strategies is another can of worms all together. I strongly oppose the new bylaws 
suggested for the Waitakere and Piha areas where resident populations pay council rates. Again, we have a perfectly 
capable camp ground that is the safest option for the community and the camper.  If this bylaw is passed I would expect 
the council to greatly reduce rates on surrounding properties to mitigate the high personal and environmental risks 
associated with a free for all camping philosophy. Also more CCTV would need to be added for the benefit of 
everybody’s safety and well being. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  
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Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No stay allowed in any vehicles outside of the Piha 
camp ground . 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who will govern these rules? Will adequate signage and markings be placed in the proposed freedom camping areas? 
Will there be a designated council service to call when the rules are not being followed by campers? Will cctv be placed 
in these designated camping areas for the safety of the community’s children and vulnerable residents? Will sufficient 
safe public footpaths be added to the Piha roads to accomodate an influx of ‘freedom campers’ and the general safety of 
all community members? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom Camping should only be allowed in low density/ low resident areas where there are no alternative 
accommodations available.  
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CCTV should be placed in any designated freedom camping areas. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): What's stopping freedom campers setting up camp on the seafront and staying there 
all summer and turning the carport into a camp ground 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Keep the designated areas 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By not having unregulated areas 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The locals will have to deal with there rubbish 
and disorderly behavior 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Auckland Council you are destroying this city - it has become an overcrowded hell hole and you continue to allow people 
to wreck the city.  Freedom campers do not always use their self contained facilities because of lack of dump stations so 
continue to urinate and even shit in public spaces.  They overflow public rubbish bins with a collection of rubbish.  There 
is always evidence left where freedom campers have been.  Wake up and save this city 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Ensure all camp grounds have public toilets and rubbish bins 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? It will restrict the number of campsites 
available  and cause some areas to become over crowded and unmanageable 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the National Standard is too restrictive, The cost of buying, hiring, or converting to a certified self-
contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  



#223 

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena? Maximum 
stay, Departure time, Proposed location of freedom camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 3 nights 
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The general rules are too broad - several local beach areas (not listed as as 
prohibited or restricted) already have insufficient parking for local use to access the beaches - without being overrun by 
campers. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It is critical that access to Manukau Harbour beaches (particularly those in Waitakere ward) are protected. Allowing 
freedom camping without restrictions will impact locals visiting the local beach (as many do throughout summer) Parking 
at beaches such as French Bay is already insufficient - even one or two campers would not only compromise safe 
access  for boaties but for swimmers as well. 
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Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Appears too close to residential 
areas. 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? However, there are insufficient 
areas in the Whau that are prohibited or restricted 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Hire staff to clean & maintain the areas. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Hire staff to manage the areas. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? There are too many ways to name how this 
will unfairly impact people. Many people choose to live in their vehicle while working in Auckland & going home on the 
weekend because rent here is too high. Traveling our country is right, and removing access to freedom camping makes 
that unplayable for many people. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Traveling New Zealand & moving freely within our country is a right for all New Zealanders, inhibiting this in any way is 
pathetic. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The list of prohibited areas of Freedom Camping needs to be increased. There are no places listed in the Waitakere 
Ranges and surrounding suburbs. there are always people camping and abusing these areas. French Bay Beach 
carpark and roadfront should be included as a prohibited place. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#233 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom Camping should be 
prohibited in French Bay, Titirangi, including the carpark, out the font of the toilets and the beach front. this is 
constantly abused by people sleeping in cars, and campervans. They defecate in the carpark and behind the 
toilets. it is unpleasant for locals who need to deal with the abusive people and pick up after them. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#239 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These below areas currently 
have a freedom camping ban, and I believe it should stay that way.  There are adequate camping facilities 
available in these areas, and no need for people to freedom camp: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park  

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront  

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach  

Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track  

French Bay French Bay Carparks  

Little Huia Huia Road 

 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No, 

I strongly oppose freedom camping in Piha 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): I strongly oppose freedom camping in Piha. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I strongly oppose freedom camping in the Waitakere 
ranges including Piha. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I strongly oppose the changes to allow freedom camping in Piha and surrounding areas:  Karekare, Anawhata and 
Bethells Beach. 

I live in Piha and have seen first hand illegal freedom camping on Marine Parade South.  For example, I had one large 
motorhome parked directly opposite my home for a period of five days and nights continuously.  Despite reporting this, it 
took a number of days for an enforcement officer to come out and check. Due to the rural location of Piha and 
surrounding areas, I do not believe any freedom camping time limits would be enforced. Some people potentially would 
move car spaces and live permanently in their vehicles.  

In Piha, there is already a well equipped camping ground with facilities which is centrally located for people to stay at. 
Therefore there is no need for freedom camping. Locals have employment because of visitors to the campground which 
would be lost.  

I have witnessed first hand, alcohol bottles and rubbish left by illegal campers as well as toilet paper and what appeared 
to be human excrement left in the sand dunes. I believe these issues would only become more frequent if freedom 
camping was legal.  

With the proposed change to freedom camping, I believe it would be intrusive to my family and the other residents of 
Piha. Having large campervans overlooking your garden and into your home/ children’s bedrooms will create 
unnecessary anxiety and effect our way of life.  

I oppose any freedom camping in Piha and surrounding areas.  

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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I strongly oppose freedom camping in Piha. It would be of detriment to the local community. 

The piha campground is perfectly located and well maintained for campers. 

With Pihas rural location,  I believe there would be little enforcement of freedom camping. It will effect the lives of locals 
who have the right to live privately without campervans overlooking their gardens and into their homes which is what 
happens along Marine Parade South and Marine Parade North. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Locals  are struggling to cope now with the ever increasing beach visitor numbers 
and their vehicle congestion . 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By providing additional facilities and parking areas for the general public and 
freedom campers 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Far to much congestion now with  inadequate 
access for essential services of Fire and Ambulance particularly weekends without freedom campers as well , 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

You ideas will only work if there is a designated area set aside to cater for freedom campers as well as the ever 
increasing general public who like coming to Bethells Beach 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#264 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Totally support this, it should be eve'ryones right to free camp anywhere in new zealand for 1-2 nights, like it is in the rest 
of the world where i have travelled. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or 
public health and safety 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): It should be dependant on the facilities available eg 
public toilets, beach showers - why should people have to move on after only two nights if they want to stay three or four. 
Maybe a week max? 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): A week no return. If people are on short holidays and 
they are driving to somewhere and stop and then on return want to stop at the same place they should be able to. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I  am against freedom camping areas at Te Henga 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):No freedom camping at Te Henga 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No freedom camping at Te Henga 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): No freedom camping at Te Henga 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: It would be too hard to enforce a no-return period rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don’t believe council can control this adequately 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do not support freedom camping and as a resident of Te Henga would be mortified to see it permitted here. Our roads 
are narrow and unsafe near the beach. Our parking is already a shambles. Our environment too precious for 
environmental damage associated with long term stayers. I don’t believe council can police this adequately and that long 
term stayers will eventuate. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to 
the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By having dedicated areas only for any type of camping 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Most freedom campers don't care about rules that is why they are freedom campers. You can make all the rules you like 
but they don't care. They just turn up, make a mess and leave the local residents to clean up after them. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Some people are homeless and live in their 
cars, their lives are hard enough already! 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#311 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Do not allow freedom camping. They can use a camping ground 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#330 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I would like all these areas 
prohibited. It is detrimental to the environment and locals. People are not always responsible enough. 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park 

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront 

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach 

Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

French Bay French Bay Carparks 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to see restrictions added to Huia rd, mostly in Huia bay, where often normal weekend traffic can leave 
roadsides congested with parked cars for visitors to the beach, cafe, dam, walks etc. 

I feel it would be dangerous to allow any longer term parking in this area for fear of creating blindspots for larger vehicles 
that children could be knocked over in, and create even more overflow than there already is for the existing carparks.  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): General rules are too broad.  Some areas require specific rules to maintain access 
for the general public and to protect the environment 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I have seen many "self-contained" vehicles at Piha that are little more than a family 
vehicle with a cassette toilet.  These are not always used and on a number of occassions I have come across human 
waste and toilet paper in the dunes and actually beside the toilet block. I do not feel the self containment rule is strict 
enough. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 



#342 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Generally I feel 0800 is an ideal time for departure.  
However in the Piha area the carparks and pull off areas along the beach front often start filling at 0600 - 0700 surf 
dependent.  I feel the car parks at South Piha and North Piha surf club should be 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Who is going to monitor and police these areas? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like parking around Piha to be looked at more closely.  Over the spring/summer freedom camping restricted to 
2200-0700 in the designated carparks.  through out the Ranges freedom camping restricted to "true" self contained 
vehicles.  Camping prohibited in all the pull off areas along the Piha Rd.  These pull offs are used by locals for school 
pick up and drop off and for slow vehicles.  I agree with Piha being opened to allow for some freedom camping, however 
I feel to preserve the essence of the area and for public access to the beach and tracks there needs to be tighter 
restrictions 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Not enough parking for locals 
as it is 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? environmental protection 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause. Another reason (please 
explain) 

Another reason (please explain): By having general rules is difficult as different areas will have different issues so all 
areas cannot be treated the same. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? I think having freedom camping in popular beachside communites (esp when 
there is an available camping ground)  is crazy and should be prohibited.  (ie Piha).  There already is not enough parking 
for day trippers etc without having camper vans taking up even more space by allowing to stay for up to days - so access 
is being blocked for the general public.   In the past when there has been freedom campers they use the sand dunes as 
toilets and there is toilet paper and human feaces in the sand and on the ground - major health and safety issues.   I 
support freedom camping in isolated places where there is no parking pressures and no camping facilities available.    
Having the camping in road bays is unsafe as often those road bays are used for slower and unsure drivers to pull over 
to let other cars pass.  Also the roads throughout the Waitakere Ranges are very windy and narrow and not made for big 
campervans.  To have this area promoted  as a 'freedom camping' area would result in even more on the road and 
increased traffic issues and accidents. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):The current certified self containment sticker is 
an absolute joke. Even thou there might be a 'standard'  - no one enforces it . The stickers can be bought and they are 
put on vehicles that are not self contained.   They have nothing more than a bucket in the back.   The campers use the 
public toilet facilites to wash their clothes/dishes/ teeth which is not only unhygenic it is using scarce tank water.  If they 
were really self -contained they wouldnt have to do this.  When ive been walking Ive had to step over toothpaste scum 
from campers cleaning their teeth in the outdoor showers and numerous times come across toilet paper and faeces in 
the sand dunes.      In non-popular areas freedom camping can work - but not in busy beach/park communites. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): In busy beach front areas in Auckland there should be 
no freedom camping full stop.    If these rules were allowed - How would these rules be policed ?  What is to stop them 
from just moving to another road and then back again?  Who is going to monitor it 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Again in areas that arent already under pressure this 
would perhaps work.  IN the Waitakere Ranges it is all under immense pressure.  The carparks now by most of the 
tracks are full (with no campers) esp on the weekends and cars parked all along Piha road 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Having a longer no-return period means most campers are unlikely to visit an area more 
than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): In areas that can accomodate freedom campers there should be a non-return period 
for the reasons stated above.  For areas that cannot accomodate freedom campers ie. areas already popular and under 
strain with parking and access there should be no freedom camping allowed. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

These proposed rules are presuming that people are going to abide with them.  While some will - many wont.    Who is 
going to police the rules - people will just do what they want.   There are already many places in the Waitakere Ranges 
where you can stay for a nominal fee and some areas also some serviced camping grounds.  To open this area up 
completely to freedom campers will destroy it.     Having unlimited freedom camping in busy/popular areas is 
nonsensical.   I cannot see how this influx can benefit an area.   The freedom campers dont just take up one car space - 
they spread their table/chairs , awnings, washing lines etc - taking up at least 2 or more car spaces.    As much as 
freedom camping is a great experience for those doing it - sadly some areas are just too busy now to cater for it without it 
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having detrimental effects on the environment,  not allowing fair access for all and health and safety effects.   It perhaps  
all looks good on paper - but without it being monitored in some way - it will only lead to problems.   All over NZ their 
have been reports in the newspapers with problems with freedom campers especially in popular tourist destinations. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As stated on previous page. There needs to be more prohibited sites. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There should be other areas 
that are prohibited in the Waitakere Ranges.  - ie Any slow parking bays on the Piha Road, Kare kare car park, 
Glen Esk Rd, Te Ahu Ahu Rd, Beach front at Sth Piha and Nth Piha,  Anawhata Road,   Any of the beach 
carparks ie Titirangi beach, Cornwallis, French Bay.  All these areas are under a lot more pressure than the 3 
sites that have been identified. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I don't support freedom camping in any form.  I don't think it is necessary, we never 
had it before and it is time to reset NZ and not allow it.  People can pay and park in camp grounds. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I don't see the need for general rules if we are not allowing freedom camping.  Time to scrap it and reset how NZ 
receives overseas visitors. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a park for famillies to 
enjoy not camping - what is next? 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful park for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This was built by my 
husbands family from their mill along the road.   when they gave up their time to build this it was for the 
community.  Not some tourists for a free night to stay. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Residents pay rates, what do 
freedome campers pay? 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I don't imagine the neightbours 
there would be thrilled to have campers on their back door step 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this are 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We need houses, not 
campers in this area 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Park is for all to enjoy 

 



#367 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Would just turn the area to 
scum.  Already enough problems in Henderson 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Henderson doesn't need 
anymore homeless sleeping in cars.  This is what it would turn to 

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? That housing will need 
greenspace. 

Restricted sites 
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Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this 
area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Green space for all to enjoy.  
Will be van pollutant 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This are clearly needs 
greenspace with infill housing 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? in fill housing needs green 
space 

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed 
in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? in fill housing needs greenspace, 
or build more houses 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  



#367 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I imagine would encourage 
homeless sleeping in cars and not much more 

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? will encourage homeless 
sleepoing in cars 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? if allowed would encourage 
homeless to sleep here 
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Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? would encourage homeless 

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? would encourage homeless also 
A beautiful foreshore for all to enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road 
would appreciate freedom campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  



#367 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  



#367 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 
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Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This would not be safe to 
camp here.  Many crimes happen in the area and the national park will become a toilet 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? No way, there is no parking 
there ever for people attending restaurants etc.  The businesses would die 
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? would encourage homeless 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? would encourage homeless 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A beautiful foreshore for all to 
enjoy not polluted by vans.  Dont imagine the locals who pay rates across teh road would appreciate freedom 
campers to contribute nothing. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? A weird place would just 
encourage homeless people 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? greenspace for all to enjoy 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please consider including Te Henga/Bethells Beach in the Restricted areas. A local group has made two presentations to 
the Local Board in the last few months about the exponential growth in visitor numbers. Campervans take up at least 
two, sometimes three carparks. Nappies, sanitary pads, toilet paper and other rubbish is found everywhere, every 
weekend, including the carparks at the entrance to Lake Wainamu, the entrance to Te Henga Walkway, the side roads 
and the carpark at the beach. Locals are aware that freedom campers contribute to this rubbish. There is little 
enforcement of traffic and parking infringements, and I think this would also apply enforcement of rules relating to 
freedom campers. The photo below (taken at 10am today) is a small example of how cars are forced to drive on the 
wrong side of the road on a blind corner at the Lake Wainamu entrance, making it dangerous for other traffic and 
pedestrians. Campervans would make this situation worse, as they take up far more space.see attachments for more 
info 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a sensitive area with 
limited parking facilities. This should be extended to cover equally sensitive areas, both cultural and 
environmental, at Te Henga/Bethells Beach. Te Henga/Bethells Beach is already oversubscribed by visitors and 
there is not enough parking as it is. Also there is a concern around enforcement; the parking rules are already 
ignored by visitors, causing danger to traffic and pedestrians. It is nigh impossible to get enforcement officers to 
come to Te Henga/Bethells, and I expect enforcement would be equally lax with freedom campers. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#475 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Simple, tickets and enforcement. If you allow freedom camping I will stop paying rates. 
Cause they dont. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Allow no freedom camping on public streets. 
Use campgrounds or public parks only. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No freedom camping at all on public streets. They dont 
pay rates so get no privileges. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): No freedom camping at all. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If you allow freedom camping on public streets snd roads all rate payers should stop paying rates. Why should the rate 
payer fund a freedom campers lifestyle choice?? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

If you allow this expect rate payer bsck lash and lots of slash tyers and glazing 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Self-contained should mean vehicle having a 
separate area dedicated to ablutions within it, not just a goods & services style van with a portable toilet & water vessel 
tucked under the sleeping platform i.e proper campervan with a bathroom inside and built in tanks. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 8:30am is resonable. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): If you are going to make a specific time rule, have an 
app with barcode system (similar to covid app, where the campers scan in and it logs you into each place (date and 
time).  Enforcement officers could then check via app data rather than personal interaction with campers unless required.  
If a camper scans  the barcode to a place they have been before, it would advise them if they meet the time between 
requirements or they are not allowed back there again until date xyz. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Who is going to police this and how are these people going to know the movements of all the vehicles unless they have a 
tracing app or the like? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Do not allow freedon camping at Piha beach either North or South.  It will get so congested.  Parking on a good day is 
hard to find let alone the parks clogged up by campervans and their wahsing drying all over the place. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 1130am 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I propose the following places be added to the prohibited list. 

Lake Wainamu Car park and the adjacent Te Henga walkway carpark which fall under the Waitakere Ranges Heritage 
area - This area is under massive strain due to increased visitor numbers. We as a community are already having 
problems with bad parking in this area which has in the past impacted the flow of the traffic to the beach and on more 
than one occasion held up emergency vehicles.  

We have had freedom campers park here in large vehicles and it has been a problem for access. The Wainamu carpark 
is also an important turning bay for large vehicles, for example it was used extensively as an area for large trucks to turn 
when the road just down from there was being repaired after it completely washed away in the August 2021 flood. Had 
campers been there at this time it would have caused issues. Also this area is a high fire risk being on black sand, the 
area becomes tinder dry in the summer months, we would not want people using open flame cooking devices in this 
area.  

This car park is for access to lake Wainamu which is recognised as an outstanding natural feature in the unitary plan, but 
regardless has very little time or money put into its management and protection by Auckland Council. That being said, 
this suggests that Auckland council would have limited resources and motivation to manage freedom campers in this 
area and the management would yet again fall on local residents. Auckland Transport has numerous complaints re lack 
of access for residents and emergency vehicles due to poor parking and lack of management on file as evidence to 
support this.  

I would also like the following places added due to most of the tracks in the Waitakere ranges being closed due to Kauri 
Dieback, travel being restricted due to Covid and massive subdivisions going in around West Auckland, these natural 
areas are already at breaking point and the council have given no evidence that they will support the management of 
freedom campers in these places already under strain: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park  
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Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront  

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach  

French Bay French Bay Carparks  

Little Huia Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There needs to be restrictions on the Anawhata Road in the Waitakere Ranges - prohibition on Polelinre Track carpark 
by dwellings, and restrictions on Beach carpark. 

There needs to be real monitoring of all sites in the Auckland freedom camping area. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Under the current proposal freedom campers would be able to park on the foreshore 
carpark which would restrict use by day-trippers, service vehicles and Surf Club. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In allowing  overnight parking for freedom camp vehicles on the foreshore in our area of Piha, there is already signage 
advising "Not Suitable For Campervans". This is because of a narrow road access with low overhanging branches and 
limited parking space. The proposed new bylaw could result in a bottle neck of traffic trying to enter / exit. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Generally in our area of Piha the roads are narrow and thus single lane in some areas with limited carparks as things 
currently are. As mentioned already there is signage saying "Not Suitable For Campervans" on the road to the foreshore 
because of narrow access and overhanging trees. Encouraging campervans to stay for any period will result in 
blockages and traffic jams. Its bad enough already without campervans in the mix because Piha particularly is being 
featured as one of Auckland's prime beaches to go to for day-trippers. Eg: from publication "Lonely Planet" / "NZ Herald" 
and many other travel brochures etc. 

There is a large area of Council camping ground which has recently stopped having permanents. Thus there is a much 
greater area available for campervans either self contained or not. With plenty of facilities and good access to the 
beachfront, this is the area that must be required for any camping vehicle to stay.  
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There should be no freedom camping in the Piha area. It should be a prohibited area for "Freedom Camping". 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? - PIHA HAS A CAMPING GROUND BESIDE THE SEA AND IT SHOULD BE 
MADE MANDATORY FOR ALL CAMPERS TO USE THIS INSTEAD OF CLUTTERING UP THE AREA. 

- A SECONDARY TEMPORARY PARKING AREA SHOULD BE THE PIHA DOMAIN, WITH A SMALL CHARGE MADE 
FOR OVERNIGHT STAYERS. IF THEY CANT AFFORD THAT, THEN STAY AWAY. 

- THERE IS NO FINANCIAL ADVANTAGE FOR PIHA TO HOST THESE FREELOADERS ... IF THEY CAN PAY FOR 
VEHICLE EXPENSES, FUEL, ETC, THEY CAN AFFORD A SMALL CHARGE FOR PARKING. OTHERWISE THEY 
ARE HERE AT OUR EXPENSE.  

Environment and Public Health and Safety: 

1.- The nearest waste dump station is in Te Atatu, providing an incentive for campers to NOT use their toilets but use 
either the neighbouring area (sand dunes or bush areas as we have see in other areas of NZ), or the few Piha public 
toilets, or empty their tanks on the roadside. 

2.- The Piha public toilets are beside the beaches and have passive waste water systems.  Any increase in their use will 
eventually result in overflow problems which could affect the beach. The Piha lagoon already suffers from high summer 
coli-form levels: this would be worsened. 
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3.- As per events in other parts of NZ campers will try to use the Camping Ground toilet, shower and water facilities 
which is not acceptable. (We have already had to design houses along the Piha waterfront where the owner doesnt want 
a front door because they are fed up with people asking to use their toilet.) 

4.- South Piha operates on harvested rain water with no reticulated supply, so an increase in campers will quickly use 
our limited natural resource.  

5.- There will be added pollution of extra vehicles travelling up and down Piha Road, with engine fumes, brake pad dust 
(asbestos?) affecting the nearby residents. It is already quite bad in the summer. 

6.- Many travellers are unfamiliar with the Piha Road, which will lead to increased Fire Brigade call-outs to accidents. The 
Fire service men are local volunteers, so every call-out results in loss of time and income to many local workers. This 
impacts on our building progress, (as jobs stop when the alarm goes off) and availability of services when plumbers, 
builders, etc have to drop tools to attend. 

7.- Piha has no Council Compliance Officers and no Police presence, so there can be no immediate response to noise 
complaints such as dogs, parties or running generators. There will be no policing of our no-alcohol policy which could 
lead to broken bottles and more litter on the beach. 

8.- Any increase in medical emergencies will result in extra work for the Trust Rescue Helicopter service which operates 
on donations. There is no resident doctor in Piha. 

9.- We locals already have to pick up the plastic and bottles on the beach, along with shitty nappies, dog turds, napkins, 
face masks. This will only get worse. (As an example take a look at how filthy the Nihoputu Falls carpark area is.) 

10.- Visually, any beach visitor will see a line of vans with washing hanging out, people half dressed, furniture scattered 
round... visually polluting. 

Public Access: 

1.- The area round the Piha store is already congested and having more camping vehicles and people there will 
exacerbate the problem. 

2.- With the proposed camping van parking extending the full length of the beach there will be less access for locals to 
launch their boats, less access onto the beach by emergency services and surf rescue crews. ( The surf rescue is a 
voluntary system and an increase in people mean extra work for our unpaid volunteers). 

3.- All three eating venues (the Surf club, the RSA, the Cafe) are located in already congested areas and will only make 
things worse.  

4.- The Piha Road is narrow and dangerous in places and many accidents are caused by ignorant or inexperienced 
drivers. Any major accident shuts Piha off from the city for everybody. On working days this is not acceptable. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Under the proposal we cant because there will be no policing. It will be up to the locals to 
enforce the regulations, which can easily lead to confrontation and aggression. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

1.- At present the Self Containment rules are farcical, with many station wagon type vehicles (and even utes) wearing the 
Self Containment sticker. 

Government needs to tighten these rules, and the right to Self Containment should be decided by the Road Authorities, 
ie it should be an additional check made during the Warrant of Fitness examination (at an additional cost the owner of 
course). 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

In Piha, this is irrelevant as we have no authorities to police the rules. It seems as though Council will make a rule BUT 
the local people will be the ones forced to enforce these rules. 

ALL FREEDOM CAMPING REGULATION SHOULD BE NATIONWIDE AND SET BY THE GOVERNMENT. WE DONT 
PAY TAXES FOR COUNCIL TO BOTHER WITH CAMPERS. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? We live in the Waitakeres 
World Heritage Park and as such, overnight parking should be strictly prohibited as per the Park guidelines. 

There should be NO overnight parking in the car parks and laybys along Piha Road as the road is already quite 
dangerous. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is ridiculous as it is one 
of only a few carparks for the Titirangi shoppers. Parking is already a problem here and  losing the Lopdell area 
will impact the main road thru Titirangi. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Again, narrow roads, small 
beaches, no infastructure and intrusion on the locals make it obviously a no-go area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Doesn't the Council have a commitment to provide more serviced areas. By relying on the Freedom Camping Act they 
are deferring their responsibility to provide suitable toilets and facilities such as Dump stations. 

The problem is that the "Self Containment Certification" has become too lax. Self containment should have permanently 
fixed toilets that are unobstructed. The SC stickers should be changed regularly and should be printed with the vehicle 
registration, so they can not be copied or abused. 

The vehicles that were professionally build as motorhomes and fully Sc with proper toilets etc are being tarred with the 
same brush as the abusers who have homemade kitouts and portable toilets. 

Improving the issuing of SC stickers would solve a lot of the problems. I realise that is not a council issue but a 
government one but lobbying by the council would help solve the issue. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I would like a ban on campers in Karekare as the area can't support them due to lack of facilities and parking 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#620 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? There is no need for freedom camping in the Waitakere ranges we have 
camping grounds for that. The risk or chance of damage is to great (fire and rubbish) and it’s not like facilities to cater for 
this don’t already exist. Living in the ranges comes with limits and responsibility which freedom campers are not always 
aligned to, freedom camping is simply not appropriate. Allowing freedom camping defeats the intention of WHRA. If 
council want to give more freedom camping space they could do so at council facilities/ car parks which are unused after 
hours. The is no place in Auckland that is not commutable so freedom camping in cbd or urban location (tarmac) is more 
appropriate and a better use of existing facilities not fully utilised 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):No freedom camping where within 20kms of a 
campground 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): 1 night max there is no reason to stay in one location for 
more than 1 night 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Aligned to use of area if in area where fishing takes 
place / weekend/ holiday need to move on by 6.00am should not get in the way of local activity 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Per month 1 stay only 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There simply is no need for freedom camping, I wouldn’t expect to be able to park up anywhere else in the world where 
camping facilities are on offer 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard t 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am writing to voice my deep concerns about the potential changes in the law that will allow Freedom Campers to camp 
in the Karekare Valley, specifically along Karekare Rd and in the beach parking lot. Plus, along Piha Road in the areas 
currently designated as pullouts for slower vehicles. 

As you are aware, the traffic on Piha Rd is very heavy, and there are multiple accidents as a result of impatient drivers 
attempting to pass slower vehicles, and or folk driving too fast. 

You must also be aware that Karekare Valley  now has only one access road, which is Karekare Road.  The integrity of 
the road surface is now in question with at least one area where the surface is no longer intact.   

There is a height restriction on that road to boot.  Despite signs indicating this, numerous vehicles attempt to drive down 
and are foiled by the tree and then have a nightmare scenario of backing up the road.  I have witnessed a concrete truck 
and a moving van having to do this, and others have also witnessed folk in vehicles that will not fit under the tree having 
to back up, as the turning space is limited at best. 
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Coupled with that, the road is narrow and we as residents oftentimes take our lives in our hands as we drive up or down 
with visitors driving too fast and hogging the middle of the road.  To then have the potential of even more traffic, including 
camper vans/tourists attempting to navigate the road is sheer idiocy.  Since Lone Kauri was severely damaged during 
the most recent rains and subsequent flood and is now closed to through traffic, we have seen huge numbers of vehicles 
coming down Karekare Rd.  This has been further impacted by the Covid restrictions in place in the greater Auckland 
region, and the public’s inability to travel further afield for recreation. 

On any given week day, the very small parking lot at the beach is oftentimes almost full by midday, and on some Fridays 
and the weekend if the weather is halfway decent, it is overflowing by mid-morning.  The large number of vehicles 
sometimes crowd  the access to the road to the surf club, which may be needed for emergency vehicles.  Furthermore, 
there have been some weekends when cars are parked at least halfway up Karekare Road, ignoring the broken yellow 
lines which should indicate there is no parking allowed.  This is a narrow road and vehicles should be driving slowly, but 
frequently they speed between the strategically placed narrow areas in the road and the speed bumps on the road.  It is 
dangerous for all concerned who may be walking on the road.  We have numerous young children living in the valley, 
and their welfare may be in question with the increase in traffic.  Add even more parked traffic and one can anticipate the 
potential for injury. 

The parking lot is very small and if the law allows campervans and their potential furniture, where will others park?  Last 
Friday there was a huge campervan parked parallel to the barriers in the parking lot…took up at least 4 parking slots.   
On that Friday there were 25 cars in the parking lot and no other room aside from in the middle of the lot…and it was 
only 1130 in the morning when I observed this.   

We also have issues with water supply, and I don’t believe anyone wants freedom campers walking down to the surf club 
after hours and draining our water tank dry.  That is tank water needed for surf club operations and in some cases for 
emergency uses in the first aid room.  We cannot and should not be expected to cater to any freedom campers who are 
inconsiderate enough to come unprepared and thus wish to plunder our meagre resources. 

McCready’s paddock may well also become a stopping point for said Freedom Campers, even though this is not an area 
in which Freedom campers are allowed. There is no signage to indicate that this is not permitted.   But as residents who 
live close to this area, what are we to do? We already have to deal with an influx of folk camping there during the 
summer, and unfortunately, some residents have had their homes burgled, and cars broken into, or tires slashed.  Just 
last night we had to deal with a raucous group partying much of the night and in fact, keeping a fire burning all night.  
This was extremely disturbing to the locals who live close by. This morning we had to call the fire brigade to oust this 
uncooperative group.   If campers are allowed in this area, where will the locals who may wish to go to the park to picnic 
go? 

As residents we have been dealing with rubbish strewn across the landscape, including finding fecal matter in the stream 
in partially opened plastic bags, and disposable nappies on the beach in different areas. Quite aside from the rubbish 
from numerous face masks.   These are ongoing issues due to the thoughtlessness of the general public. They obviously 
damage our fragile ecosystems and present real potential  health hazards to those who are unintentionally exposed.    

If  ACC deems our valley is appropriate for Freedom Camping, then signage must be placed in very visible places both 
indicating where camping is NOT permitted, and a large and clear sign must be added to the junction of Piha Rd and 
Karekare Rd, noting the height restriction.  As a community we have already paid for signage, which is clear to many of 
us, but obviously not to many visitors.  Furthermore, I would strongly suggest that included in this law is a provision 
where all rental campervan agencies are required to provide a list of all areas that are permitted – a list ACC provides – 
so there can be no confusion.   

Have you also considered what the consequences of illegal freedom camping could be? 

I am not against anyone having the opportunity to travel and enjoy our beautiful countryside, but we must be wise in how 
we mandate this.  Given those of us who live in the Waitakere Range have dealt with the fallout from the rahui for quite 
some years now, why on earth is ACC deeming it quite acceptable to introduce legislation that will be potentially of 
greater risk to our environment and to our peoples? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#650 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? Don’t want freedom campers in the area at all - increases criminal 
activity in the area 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): No staying overnight at all in the area 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Can visit any time but no staying overnight 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Don’t want them in the area staying overnight 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

No 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Don’t want them in the area 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Don’t want them in the area 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Don’t want them in the area 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I live at the beach & freedom campers often stay more than 2 nights in the car park in front of my house. Most are tidy 
but some are pigs & leave others to clean up after them. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should be a right for all New Zealanders as anything less discriminates against the less wealthy. 
Some good rules like those proposed bring balance and protection while allowing freedom camping for all to enjoy 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Definitely NO Freedom Camping in Piha, Karekare or Anawhata.   Our Villages are having trouble coping with day 
trippers from greater Auckland.   We don’t have the facilities and our roads are dangerous. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, The 
general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Have freedom camping at selected sites , not all public areas 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Keep it in regulated areas 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? I live across from the carpark at Karekare, we 
have the occasional freedom camper which is not a problem, there is a regulated area at the end of the valley at 
McCreadys Paddock which is a nice site with facilities and is well utilized. Karekare is a beach which utilizes no rubbish 
bins, you bring it in, you take it out, more campers , more rubbish. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Piha is a very isolated community - how often are enforcement officers going to take the time to come out here and make 
sure the campers follow the rules? It will take away from local campsites as why pay when you can stay for free. It is not 
a good idea for this location. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): At a minimum, freedom camping needs to be subject to stringent rules.  The 
experience in our community has been noise, litter, and human excrement.  A better idea is to not allow it at all. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): The definition of "self-contained" needs to be reviewed.  At the moment, the 
requirement is WAY too easy to meet.  Self contained should mean a proper toiliet - not a storage bucket.  Current rules 
are a joke. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): "Local business support" - what a joke.  If they wanted to support a local business 
they'd be staying in a camping ground.  They are freedom camping in order to give a MINIMUM of support to local 
business!  While placing stress on infrastructure that they are not contributing to! 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

From what I can gather, there is no restriction on freedom camping at Piha, where I live.  This will be a disaster: 

Carparking taken up, noise for residents, litter, sewage.  We have already experienced this.  I strongly ask that Piha 
beachfront be a prohibited zone for freedom camping. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

 

 

 



#1008 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): No freedom camping at all 

Only camp in camp grounds 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

what is the point in any rules that r not policied. No one will police it and people will camp where ever and how long they 
want 

No freedom camping!! 

Use camp grounds 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

no freedom camping at all 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? no free camping camping 
anywhere 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

'These comments are specific to Piha, Karekare and Anawhata.  Previously freedom camping was banned from all 
Piha’s foreshore reserves, all parks, carparks and road ends. Freedom camping could only take place in designated 
places and of course for a small fee people could camp in vehicles at the end of Glen Esk Road, end of Log Race Road, 
McCreadies Paddock (Karekare) and Anawhata; or they can camp in Piha’s Domain Campground. 

Historically there have been ongoing issues with freedom camping in these areas.  As a longtime local (Marine Parade 
North), I have personally been subject to abuse, dumping of rubbish, defecation etc. in front of our property from freedom 
campers. 

The council in the past has been proactive to ensure Freedom campers have been prohibited along Marine Parade North 
for the below reasons after multiple complaints and it has benefited both residents, day-trippers and the protected 
environment we live in. 
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- Sand dunes are used as toilets (including during the hours public toilets are open and unlocked) 

- Open fires are lit during fire season. 

- Fireworks are set off year-round endangering protected species. 

- Water is taken in large quantities from the toilet blocks. 

- Noise goes on through the night along with drunken/drugged behaviour 

Since Covid the beach is the busiest it has ever been, without a carpark to be seen, often even on a Friday night, this 
has only ever happened previously at the height of summer and on weekends.  Freedom campers would seriously 
impact the ability for day-trippers to be able to get a park.  We would propose all the below areas be designated 
prohibited areas for Freedom camping. 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park  

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront  

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach  

Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track  

French Bay French Bay Carparks  

Little Huia Huia Road 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  
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Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Having been a freedoms camper myself this only works with if it is monitored by someone local to the area telling people 
to move on and the authority to issue fines otherwise we WILL cheat the rules. If it’s monitored the word soon gets 
around at the change over 2nd day. People are always asking ‘does someone check?’ … if the answer is yes we move 
on as per the rules. If no one is checking we stay. If unmonitored places close to Auckland will become a camp ground 
and this will cause conflict with the locals. Piha for example already seasonally has a out of control large amount of 
campers, vans and car camping all along the beach front. In the weekends parking a already barely adequate and if 
parking gets taken up with campers it will a highly problematic 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1037 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

It’s fine to impose “general rules” but what really matters is how and i. they actually enforced at all. I can see it being very 
difficult to enforce these rules in a way that is fair to local people that have to deal with the vast negative repercussions of 
freedom camping being opened up like this. Please do not pass this by law. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

It would be a TRAGEDY for not only the local people living in Piha but the environment too if freedom camping is opened 
up in Piha. From personal experience I have seen the lack of respect and compassion for their surroundings that 
freedom campers have shown in Piha. From defecating in public spaces to leaving rubbish behind, there are NO positive 
outcomes from this by law…. Especially when there is already a perfectly good campground available here with the 
appropriate facilities! 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should 
NOT be permitted anywhere in PIHA. There are multiple perfectly adequate campgrounds already available. And 
the current public infrastructure already struggles to cater to the amount of day trippers out here let alone the 
horde of semi-permanent freedom campers that will establish themselves here. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? list designated places freedom campers can use.  Restrict it. They can use 
camping grounds, and pay for it just like everyone else. They are a threat to the environment, especially in the 
Waitakeres. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

There appears to be no space in this form to prohibit freedom campers anywhere on the roadside in Piha. WHY ARE 
THERE NO PROPOSED PROHITIBED AREAS IN PIHA?  

The Council has clearly not see the parking chaos in Piha and Karekare on hot days, especially since we came into 
Level 3.  There were so many people that some visitors were picnicking ON RESIDENTS' LAWNS.   

For the sake of Piha's environment, the health of locals and to ensure accessibility for everyone, please ban freedom 
campers:  

All the roadside beachfront carparks at Piha and North Piha (except for regional park carpark at far end N Piha Road) 

Ends of Glen Esk, Log Race, Te Ahuahu, Garden and Anawhata Roads. Basically, anywhere the road ends informally, 
adjoining parkland. 



#1039 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

Pull off areas at track entrances and on road sides. 

Roadside at Claude Abel Reserve (Garden Road) 

I fear we will be overrun with Freedom campers over the summer if we just let it all happen, open slather, and we already 
have parking issues.   If you insist on opening it all up, HOW WILL YOU POLICE IT?  Right now, it's our Camp Mother at 
the Piha Campground, Fiona, who takes care of things - and she's even losing business from this issue. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There appears to be no 
space in this form to prohibit freedom campers anywhere on the roadside in Piha. WHY ARE THERE NO 
PROPOSED PROHITIBED AREAS IN PIHA?  

 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There appears to be no 
space in this form to prohibit freedom campers anywhere on the roadside in Piha. WHY ARE THERE NO 
PROPOSED PROHITIBED AREAS IN PIHA?  

 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There appears to be no 
space in this form to prohibit freedom campers anywhere on the roadside in Piha. WHY ARE THERE NO 
PROPOSED PROHITIBED AREAS IN PIHA?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Hi, I'm finding this feedback process difficult so this may be the wrong place for the following comments - I am a Piha 
resident and oppose the opening up of many of Piha's public spaces to freedom campers especially Garden Rd (Claude 
Abel reserve) and much of Marine Parade north. Freedom camping already happens with little or no enforcement - I see 
nothing in the proposal about increasing enforcement resources. Currently there are litter and noise problems. Many 
campers use the sand dunes as toilets etc. Camper vans park in Garden Rd  making it very narrow at times. There are 
two existing campgrounds at Piha and Council should be supporting those facilities. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Ban freedom camping 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Ban freedom camping 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Loitering, waste, crime and delinquents in 
public areas near private property. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Dedicate camping areas for this purpose. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It should be banned 
everywhere 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping in Piha. It’s already packed with people and tourists making it overwhelming and ruining the 
environment and day-trippers are enough 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Freedom camping vehicles should be certified - 
this should include plumbed (proper) toilet and shower. Currently campers only need to place a portable toilet in a car to 
be certified. This is a huge problem, as campers don’t actually use the cheap loo! 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Yes, fines are important to reinforce rules and consequences! 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping is part of 
freedom to roam and access to wilderness- it’s important to widen the choice of freedom camping especially with 
all the youth hostels closing.  If self contained campers are truly self contained and fully functional - then there 
should be no problem. Technology could help to register and manage campers, etc 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The penalties are far, far too extreme, and the proposed $800 fine is utterly disproportionate in comparison to the $200 
freedom camping penalty which I already feel is absurd 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I have concerns about areas being left out of prohibited and restricted areas. E.g currently Piha Marine Parade N would 
currently be open under general rules with no limits. Likewise French Bay in Titirangi or Titirangi Beach. Would it be 
feasible to impose a maximum per site rule in general? E.g. no more than 5 campervans in one area? Also it might be 
useful to have an overview of all sites that general rules apply. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do not think the list of prohibited and restricted areas is thorough enough. Examples are Marine Parade N in Piha, 
French Bay, Titirangi Beach. In my opinion all these sites should be restricted to manage a good balance between 
safeguarding locals and opening freedom camping for all. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 



#1171 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles should be allowed to come back to stay in the same area after dumping their 
waste responsibly, it is not necessary to prevent their return through this rule, No maximum stay gives campers the best 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom 
campers, so a maximum stay rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is 
better managed by putting restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Accommodation is expensive and in short supply in Auckland. This allows people a place to stay if they can't find another 
place and two nights may not always suit how long they need to stay in Tamaki MaKaurau. Not everyone has the money 
for self containment or expensive accommodation. Council needs to provide decent places for them to shower, toilet and 
do washing up. This is done in places around NZ like Motueka and Nelson etc 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Most campers cannot afford self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as 
you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This park is centrally located 
to many different motorways being near the Waterview tunnel. It is an area out of sight of locals mainly and off a 
busy four-lane arterial route. It is a perfect place for freedom campers to stay while they visit Auckland. It's also 
close to public transport should they wish to head into the city to visit the art gallery and waterfront. 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It's near the ferry terminal 
and thus easy access to visitors. There is very little accommodation on Great Barrier Island.  Auckland Council 
must provide facilities for toilets, washing and beach bbqs 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Council needs to add 
facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the 
city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Good spot near popular 
Medlands beach. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Close to services and shops 
that will benefit from freedom camoers. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as 
you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 
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Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is nowhere else to stay 
and this is a popular place to visit with a number of sites of interest to tourists. Council needs to add facilities here 
to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and 
Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay on North Shore and this is used mainly for sports and not in the evenings so would add another North Shore 
space for campers.  Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are 
available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay in this area. Just because there is a boating marina doesn't mean it should not be able to be enjoyed by 
others and it's a lovely place to stay.  Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as 
you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? I don't know 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay in this area and this is used mainly for sports and not in the evenings so would add another space for 
campers.  Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay in this area and this is used mainly for sports and not in the evenings so would add another space for 
campers.  As it's used for sports they would need to move on by 8 am. Council needs to add facilities here to 
make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and 
Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  



#1171 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 4 nights 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 8am 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 2 weeks 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? As far from 
the sports field parking as possible and nearest to trees and picnic areas 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay in this area and this is used mainly for sports and not in the evenings so would add another space for 
campers.  As it's used for sports they would need to move on by 8 am. Council needs to add facilities here to 
make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and 
Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed subject to the general rules 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There are very few places to 
stay in this area and this is used mainly for sports and not in the evenings so would add another space for 
campers.  As it's used for sports they would need to move on by 8 am. Council needs to add facilities here to 
make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and 
Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 
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Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. There are not many places to stay in this area Council needs to add facilities here to make sure 
toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by 
Tasman District Council. 

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. If sports areas set 
departure time at 8am 

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 



#1171 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area is under utilised 
and well located. Used for swimming pool parking. As long as campers had a designated space to park .  Most 
campers cannot afford self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as 
you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. Departure by 8 am 
or space made available as parking needed for sports as well. 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford 
self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available 
here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. Good place for 
campers as under utilised and central. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Perfect place for campers as 
under utilised and central. Also being in a place that doesn't offer much accommodation and is very expensive. 
Most campers cannot afford self-containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers 
pay as you go are available here. Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District 
Council. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. This is a good spot as 
central and not used much overnight. 
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Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Most campers cannot afford self-
containment. Council needs to add facilities here to make sure toilets, showers pay as you go are available here. 
Such as is done in Nelson by the city council and Motueka by Tasman District Council. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage area must be excluded from freedom campers as it is a delicate ecological 
environment which is already under considerable pressure from its proximity to Auckland. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Te Henga and Wainamu 
must be a prohibited area for freedom campers as the delicate ecological environment is already under strain 
from its proximity to Auckland. Preferably the entire Waitakere Heritage Area should be prohibited for this reason 
and to preserve its integrity for future generations. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Te Henga and Wainamu 
must be a prohibited area for freedom campers as the delicate ecological environment is already under strain 
from its proximity to Auckland. Preferably the entire Waitakere Heritage Area should be prohibited for this reason 
and to preserve its integrity for future generations. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1221 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fines more than $200 for staying in the wrong spot are only ok if clearly marked often it can be hard to tell 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Lack of any spots in this vast 
area 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I know all the people that 
park here have been very responsible in past as work nearby 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The only idilic spot in the 
Waitakere ranges 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The bulk of the areas attractive to freedom campers are also attractive to day visitors 
and locals so multiple day stays are a selfish monopolisation of a  limited resource  and also increase the risk of 
expanding monopolisation - i.e spreading out ones camp site taking over more area. One nights stay puts freedom 
camplers on an equal not privelidged footing. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

1)There should also be a limit to the number of freedom camping vehicles in an aera and should also be an anti 
congregation rule so the monopolisation of areas is maintained - 3 or 4 large camper vans can monopolise an area that 
might enable up to 20 day visitors to enjoy the same amenity.  

2) There should be size limits in remote coastal areas like Anawhata,  Piha, Karekare, Bethels etc where narrow roads 
and limited areas mean large vehicle pose an undue risk to the community and road users - Limit should be 2 berth or 
3.5 tonne max, in these areas. Shold also apply to any areas accessed by narrow winding country roads 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping 
could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby  

General rules are a reasonable way to protect Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from 
the problems freedom camping can cause  

Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available 
for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping  

 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 
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This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

These comments are specific to Piha, Karekare and Anawhata. Previously freedom camping was banned from all Piha’s 
foreshore reserves, all parks, carparks and road ends. Freedom camping could only take place in designated places and 
of course for a small fee people could camp in vehicles at the end of Glen Esk Road, end of Log Race Road, 
McCreadies Paddock (Karekare) and Anawhata; or they can camp in Piha’s Domain Campground. Historically there 
have been ongoing issues with freedom camping in these areas. As a longtime local , I have personally seen   dumping 
of rubbish, defecation etc.  from freedom campers. The council in the past has been proactive to ensure Freedom 
campers have been prohibited along Marine Parade North for the below reasons after multiple complaints and it has 
benefited both residents, day-trippers and the protected environment we live in. - Sand dunes are used as toilets 
(including during the hours public toilets are open and unlocked) - Open fires are lit during fire season. - Fireworks are 
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set off year-round endangering protected species. - Water is taken in large quantities from the toilet blocks. - Noise goes 
on through the night along with drunken/drugged behaviour Since Covid the beach is the busiest it has ever been, 
without a carpark to be seen, often even on a Friday night, this has only ever happened previously at the height of 
summer and on weekends. Freedom campers would seriously impact the ability for day-trippers to be able to get a park. 
We would propose all the below areas be designated prohibited areas for Freedom camping. Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview 
Road local park Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront Glen Esk 
Road, eastern end carpark at end of road Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) Anawhata Road 
entrance to Rose Track and White Track Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area Te Henga Bethells 
Road northern end carpark at beach Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track French Bay French Bay Carparks 
Little Huia Huia Road 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I am not happy with freedom campers being able to park on  narrow side roads in Piha such as Glenesk Road in Piha.  
This is a popular walk for locals and visitors walking up to the end of the road to visit the falls. The road is narrow with 
large ditches on the side of it in many areas.  I fear if cappers were parking along this road it would cause significant 
inconvenience and a high rise of an accident happening. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1239 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): A longer period prevents popular areas being habitually used as a regular weekend 
holiday home for Auckland residents. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The list of areas in which freedom camping is prohibited should be extended to ensure the on-going protection of highly 
sensitive coastal areas.  In particular I request that the area include Bethells Road from Tasman View Road to road end 
at Te Henga (Bethells Beach).  Area of Concern: The area that this submission refers to is Bethells Road extending from 
Tasman View Road through the Coastal Settlement Zone adjacent to Te Henga Park to the road end at Te Henga 
(Bethells beach).  

Action requested: Amendment of the bylaw to prohibit Freedom Camping along the Bethells Road from Tasman View 
Road to road end at Te Henga (Bethells Beach).   

Justification: The proposed by-law does not place any limits on the number of vehicles that may occupy an area, nor the 
period within which camping may occur. Instead, it relies on the physical limitations for parking as the defacto moderator 
of scale and assumes only periodic use.  

The Freedom Camping Act provides for a local authority to prohibit or restrict freedom camping to: 

1) Protect an area 

2) Protect access to the area. 
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Prohibition of freedom camping in the specified area is justified based on these conditions as outlined below.  

1. To protect an area - the proposed by-law provides inadequate protection of the unique natural, landscape 
cultural, historic, and community features of the area.  

The proposed bylaw relies on the physical limitations for parking as the defacto moderator of impacts due to scale and 
assumes only periodic use. Neither measure is realistic for the Te Henga (Bethells Beach) given:- 

(a) the lack of defined boundaries and barriers between existing reserves, private properties, and the road reserve and 

(b) the proximity of the area to the metropolitan area and the extremely high popularity of the area for locals and tourists.  

Freedom Camping is currently not permitted in the Te Henga Park and it is presumed that this status will continue as per 
Council’s notice that camping restrictions in parks will not be affected.   

It has always been assumed that the park includes the roadside verge along Bethells Road which boarders the reserve. 
Indeed, Council Rangers have previously acted to move along campers who were in breach of this. However, the 
boundary and status of the road reserve is unclear, as are the boundaries between residential properties and the road. 
This is in keeping with the low-density development of the coastal village. There are also no footpaths in this area to 
define the road area. Should the Bethells Road verge bordering the park be deemed roadside reserve, Freedom 
Camping will be permitted in this area. 

Under the currently proposed bylaw, camperans could line both sides of Bethells road between the southern boundary of 
the park and the entrance to the carpark. Notwithstanding the potential encroachment onto private property, the density 
of Freedom Camping along this strip would be far greater than is currently allowed under residential development rules 
for the adjoining coastal village (based on a conservative estimate of parking, up to 15+ camper vans could be sited 
along an area of roadside bounded by less than 10 residential dwellings). 

The effect would be equivalent to adding a row of high-density housing to the border between the coastal development 
and Te Henga Park.  

To say that the current demand for Freedom Camping does not support this scenario is unreasonable because camping 
is currently not permitted and this status is informally managed by locals (with assistance of the Ranger as required). 

To the contrary, it could reasonably be expected that allowing Freedom Camping would see a rapid and dramatic influx 
of campers within a very short period due to the wide-reaching impact of social media. Evidence for this can been seen 
in the huge rise in day-trippers to the Te Henga and Lake Wainamu areas which have become highly popularised on 
social media sites.  

Te Henga (Bethells Beach) and its associated rural coastal settlement lie within the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. 
The preamble to the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act (2008) recognises the special character of this area and 
provides for the built environment to be subservient to the natural environment and for the dark and quiet to be protected. 
While large numbers of day visitors visit the area, often exceeding parking capacity, night-time quiet and darkness is 
preserved by controls on residential development and non-residential activities. Such controls are outlined in the Local 
Area Plan (LAP) for Te Henga Bethells Beach and the Waitakere River Valley. Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. 
(Adopted October 2015).  

The Unitary Plan also includes provisions relating to residential development and non-residential . These are designed to 
ensure that these activities do not compromise the natural landscape historic and community features of the area. For 
example, See H2.3 Policies:- 

(1) Require minimum site sizes and limit the scale and intensity of development for un-serviced sites to ensure that: 
(b) development will be in keeping with any landscape qualities or natural features. 

(4) Require development to be of a height and bulk and have sufficient setbacks and open space to maintain and 
complement the rural and coastal built character of the area. 

(7) Enable non-residential activities that: (b) are in keeping with the scale and intensity of development anticipated within 
the zone; and (c.) avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on residential amenity; 

If residential development is constrained to protect the natural and amenity features of this area, then it follows that non-
residential activities should also be managed to the same degree. Allowing freedom camping, constrained only by the 
physical limitations of parking, is inconsistent with the existing controls in place for this area. Highly predictable adverse 
effects would include increased night-time noise from human activities (including use of generators) and increased light 
pollution.  
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2). Protect access to the area – Freedom Camping will reduce access for day-time visitors at a ratio of up to 1:10.  

Parking for day-trippers is now regularly reaching and exceeding capacity, with overflow resulting in dangerous and 
inconsiderate parking – the effects of which are damage to roadside plantings, narrowing of the road to one-lane in parts, 
loss of safe pedestrian access, and dangerous conditions for cyclists.  

Allowing Te Henga Bethells Beach to become a destination for Freedom Camping would see an even further reduction of 
available parking for day-trippers and would deny a greater number of people access to this amenity. The ratio of 
campers to day-trippers could be as high as 1:10. For example, a moderately sized 2-berth camper van (2 person 
occupancy) parked for maximum stay of 2 nights and a morning would occupy at least 2 carparks/day. Assuming a 
turnover rate for day-tripper carparks of 2 cars/day, a single campervan could displace 4 day-tripper vehicles/day and up 
to 10 vehicles for the duration of stay – say a weekend.  

Allowing 1 party to occupy space that then denies access to 10 others is unreasonable.  

A “wait and see” approach to regulation is unjustified and inappropriate given the special status and sensitivity of this 
area. 

A “wait and see” approach is not appropriate for the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. In promulgation of the Act, the 
adverse effects from intensification activities have already been identified and deemed unacceptable. To now await and 
require proof of adverse effects is equivalent to revisiting the underlying purpose of the Act. 

Notwithstanding this, and the requirement for campervans to be self-contained under the bylaw, issues frequently occur 
with the even small number of freedom campers that use the area albeit illegally. These include use of the roadside 
areas as lavatories, using public facilities for ablutions and laundry adding to water use, and discharging waste-tanks in 
the public walking areas. It is noted that there are no waste pump-out facilities within 25 kms of this community.  

In Summary – amendment of the bylaw to prohibit Freedom Camping along Bethells Road from Tasman View Road to 
road end at Te Henga (Bethells Beach) is necessary and justified to protect the special character of the area while 
ensuring wide community access to the public spaces within Te Henga and the Waitakere Regional Park. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Area is subject to a rahui to 
protect against Kauri dieback. It would be too hard to ensure campers comply with this. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#1253 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please add French Bay to your restricted areas or make it one night only. This beach is already overwhelmed on sunny 
days with cars, boats and trailers, sailing and people. It is one of the very few boat ramps on the Northern Manukau and 
all-day camping will just make it too difficult for boaties to use this facility. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Better consideration needs to be given to the location of freedom campers in 
Auckland. French bay should not be considered a location for freedom camping given the traffic congestion and risks 
associated with that. It is a busy road with no clear area for the campers. They are a hazard and health and safety risk. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Bring clearer on the rules with camper providers and enabling fines to be applied 
immediately - not after 2 days 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? French bay should be added 
to the list of prohibited areas due to the traffic congestion and associated  risk. It is a narrow road with insufficient 
room for freedom camping. Locations listed in this exceptions list have more sufficient resources to enable 
campers yet have been excluded so French bay should also be excluded from having campers 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

A license should have to be obtained for a determined period for each council area or province, this would be used to 
help improve areas and help cover cost that are brought with freedom campers that are usually picked up by the local 
rate payers.  

High penalties should be enforced for rule breakers.  

A reporting website should be established to enable people to record issues.. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The French Bay/Otitori Bay waterfront experiences severe congestion at high tide on weekends in summer, making it 
difficult for residents to pass through and often restricting parking up both Otitori Rd and Valley Rd. Unrestricted Freedom 
Camping in this area will likely exacerbate this. There are also a number of vehicles which already use this area regularly 
to camp, including groups who pitch tents on the beach itself on occasion. There should be restrictions in place for this 
area to prevent both overcrowding and nuisance to residents in the area, as well as beach goers in general. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Two nights is not long enough for a long weekend. 
Arrive on Friday, stay Sat and Sun and leave Monday. Therefore three nights is reasonable. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): Travelers often make a return journey and may wish to 
return to the same spot.  2/3 days or one week would be more practical. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As per the attached submission, the Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust request that Freedom Camping be 
prohibited at Karekare . 

If that is not possible, then the Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust request that Freedom Camping at Karekare be 
restricted to weekdays only, between the hours of 5pm Monday to 9am Friday. 

 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - The Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust is concerned at the effect of the proposed 
bylaw.Traffic - Karekare is served by two steep, narrow, winding roads, with tight bends and height restrictions. 

One road is currently closed due to a slip that has taken out most of the roadway. Self-contained campervans can be 
quite large vehicles; in many sections of our roads, it would be difficult for two campervans to pass each other. The 
situation is even worse vis a vis the large rubbish and recycling collection vehicles which operate in Piha and Karekare 
on Mondays. Campervan drivers are often strangers to the area and ignore, or do not understand, height restriction road 
signs. This is particularly the case at Piha where limbs have been removed from pohutukawa trees in Beach Valley Road 
following strikes by campervans, and Karekare, where a highly valued pohutukawa tree extends at a low height over 
Karekare Road, close to the bottom of a steep hill. I have personally witnessed campervans getting stuck under this 
obstacle, and having to reverse back up the hill.Parking - As the attached cadastral map affirms, much of the Karekare 
Beach carpark and adjacent road verges are in the road reserve, thus would be available for campervan parking. 

Generally, self-contained campervans are too big to fit into a single parking space, but parking is limited at the Karekare 
Beach carpark anyway. Currently, on weekends and holidays, the ‘overflow” of parked vehicles extends along the 
roadway in both directions, often reducing traffic to a single lane for at least half a kilometer either side of the carpark. 
Adding self-contained campervans to the mix will inevitably lead to worse traffic jams and frayed tempers on weekends 
anfd holidays. In addition, flooding events have undercut the road verges in places, making parking unsafe for unwary 
drivers. Many of the pull-off areas on Piha Road and the Scenic Drive were put in for slow drivers to pull over, thereby 
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avoiding long “tails” of traffic and dangerous overtaking maneuvers. Additional safety issues will arise if these are used 
for freedom camping. 

NB: The situation has been exacerbated by the closing of Auckland’s borders due to Covid-19, which has greatly 
increased traffic to the West Coast beaches.Pedestrians - Pedestrians are particularly poorly-served at Karekare, being 
forced, in the main, to walk themselves, their children, prams and dogs, etc on the narrow roadway, which often lacks a 
verge. The small sections of footpath that do exist are poorly maintained, often overgrown and/or compromised by slips. 
Thus, parked campervans will only increase the risk to pedestrians.Environmental harm - Camping could take place in 
some of our most fragile eco-systems that are prone to damage and harm from rubbish, trampling, introduction of pests, 
spread of kauri dieback, and pet animals. People are currently discouraged from going off track, and many tracks are 
closed because of kauri dieback; they are also asked not to venture off accessways through dune areas because dune 
plants are fragile and birds nest on the ground, yet freedom camping could bring people into these areas. There is also a 
risk from campers lighting fires when our Ranges are highly prone to difficult-tofight wildfires. Urbanisation - The 
Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 seeks to protect the natural values and wilderness 

of the Ranges. It also seeks for the built environment to be subservient to the natural environment and for the dark and 
quiet to be protected. While large numbers of day visitors visit the coast on 

summer holidays and weekends, at other times these places retain their remoteness and wilderness. Freedom camping 
will allow a built structure and domestic activities (watching TV, etc) to intrude into the wilderness, not just during the day 
time, but at night time, thus introducing noise and light into the heritage area environment. It is likely that word will get out 
through social media of places to freedom camp in the Waitakere Ranges. In other places, beachfronts have 
experienced a “wall” of campervans and it has been necessary to prohibit freedom camping on the beach front – eg. 
Sullivans Bay at Mahurangi. Health & safety - Although campervans would be required to be self-contained under the 
bylaw, campers using the dunes and bush as toilets has been a persistent issue. There are no public showers at 
Karekare, and no potable water at the carpark, but campers do use the public toilet hand basins to wash their clothes 
and dishes. Campervans may well also impede emergency vehicle access for road crashes / surf rescue /tramping 
search & rescue / medical events / suicides / fires, etc. Karekare also lies on the busy Hilary Trail, and at the terminus of 
two popular walking tracks that were amongst the first to reopen, after all the Waitakere Ranges tracks were closed due 
to kauri dieback. Access - Freedom camping over a several day period effectively privatises the space for the personal 
use of the campers, which can extend to tables and chairs and personal belongings taking up more space. West Coast 
beachfronts and carparks are at a premium for recreation for day-trip visitors from Auckland and further afield. Surfers 
also make great use of the carparks. It is normal for these to be full by mid-morning on weekends, public holidays, and 
over the summer holidays. Freedom camping will make it more difficult for day visitors to access the coast and tracks into 
parkland. 

RECOMMENDATION 

For all of the above reasons, the Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust request that Freedom Camping at Karekare 
be prohibited. If that is not possible, then the Karekare Ratepayers and Residents Trust request that Freedom Camping 
at Karekare 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

We have real concerns about possible freedom camping at the end of North Piha Road.  The reason for this is that it is 
adjacent to areas that Blue Penguins still (despite the dogs) are trying to nest in the cliffs above the reserve. Some years 
ago the street light at this end was removed assist the penguins to safely travel to and from their nests.   

Also the grassed edges at the end of this road already gets covered in vehicles, especially on busy summer days, and 
this causes traffic issues and leads to driveways being partly blocked. While there are rules in your proposal regarding 
freedom camping, who is going to police them?   Many a night has been disturbed by rowdy campers partying with loud 
music - they are in holiday mode while the residents are trying to sleep. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): French Bay Yacht Club inc 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am writing on behalf of French Bay Yacht Club Inc in Titirangi.  

The club, which focuses on providing fun, affordable sailing opportunities for local people, is located next to the public 
boat ramp, which is one of only a few maintained and properly usable ramps on the northern side of the harbour. All of 
these boat ramps are under pressure from a wide range of users including trailered powerboats, jet skis, smaller fishing 
boats and in our case, sailing dinghies.    

At French Bay the boat ramp is accessible for most boats around three hours either side of high tide.  

That means for that time, especially on weekends, space to enter the area, prepare the boat, and then to park, is at a 
premium. We estimate that there are around 20 public (not club) boats per hour launching or retrieving at this peak time, 
not including club sailing dinghies.  

It is well known that there is a shortage of boat ramps and boat facilities in Auckland. This is particularly true now with the 
borders closed, but has been noticed for some time.  

The club is deeply concerned  that the additional pressure freedom camping places on already strained car parking 
capacity and space will make the boat ramp, and also associated club activities, very problematic. 

Currently, while there are some longer trailer parks both near the ramp and along the beach front, these are more often 
than not occupied by the public. Already this is forcing many trailer/car combinations up the narrow, windy residential 
streets including Valley Road, and the problematic Otitori Bay Road (due to gradient, narrowness and lack of parking 
space).  

We recommend that the best way you can preserve continued public use of this ramp and also ensure the swimming 
beach is accessible and safe to the public, is to prohibit freedom camping at this beach.  
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FBYC is not against freedom camping in principle, but we recommend that there are a number of other beaches 
including neighbours Wood Bay and Titirangi Beach, that do not provide boating facilities, but which have toilets and are 
very suitable for freedom camping, and which will not compromise the public boating facilities or sailing club activities.  

We acknowledge your two night restriction but we believe this beach will be very much in demand as it is one of the 
area's best swimming beaches, and that vehicles parked on the day in between will be problematic.  

We have attached a photo taken last weekend of a typical scene at the boat ramp with boats and cars/trailers waiting to 
launch or be retrieved, and more cars waiting to enter the area around the corner. This is one that repeats itself over and 
over through the peak period around high tide on all fine weather weekend days.  You'll note club sailing dinghies in the 
background too. 

Thank you very much for considering our submission. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I 
don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should also be prohibited at French Bay, Wood Bay and Titirangi Beach area.  These are all 
residential areas with limited parking, homes directly outside or next to areas where people could freedom camp.  These 
three areas have the same/similar size, residential aspects etc to Laingholm where you have banned freedom camping!  
What is the difference between Laingholm and the above three other beaches - I suggest none. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not support broadening the freedom camping areas and consider that camping should be restricted to licensed 
campgrounds.  

The risks of permitting wider freedom camping include: 

    • Increased likelihood of traffic accidents along narrow roadways due to pedestrians around larger vehicles on 
roadside verges. 

    • Damage to road shoulder areas due to vehicle traffic onto  verges. 

    • Additional litter in areas where there are no regular rubbish services. 

    • Increased noise disturbance. 

    • Increased lighting in outside areas that currently enjoy darker skies. 

    • Possibility of fires being set outside designated fireplace facilities. 

    • Possible risk of vandalism. 
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    • Degradation of scenic areas as vehicles are unpacked and belongings spread around vehicles. 

    • Occupation of scenic areas by larger groups degrading enjoyment by other members of the public. 

    • Lack of supervision and control due to inadequate ranger staffing. 

    • Risk of release or lack of control of animals potentially causing damage to local wildlife. 

    • Risk of increased predator (rat, mouse & stoat) activity near freedom camping areas as a result of increased 
availability of food residues and rubbish. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period 
will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom Campers generally do not use their self contained toilets and go "in the bushes" or to public toilets to avoid the 
smell and nuicance related to self contained toilets. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is within the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area and freedom camping is contrary to the intent of the Act. 

This area gets congested with day visitor parking.  The addition of Freedom Campers will exacerbate the parking 
issues. 

 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is within the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area and freedom camping is contrary to the intent of the Act. 

This area gets congested with day visitor parking.  The addition of Freedom Campers will exacerbate the parking 
issues. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is within the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area and freedom camping is contrary to the intent of the Act. 

This area gets congested with day visitor parking.  The addition of Freedom Campers will exacerbate the parking 
issues. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1298 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, Freedom campers should be 
subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be avail 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Makes sense for Laingholm 
to have area specific restrictions (ie. limit of 3 freedom campers, perhaps 1 night stay, departure by 9am), but I 
am not sure why Laingholm is the only beach in this area that is prohibited; by prohibiting Laingholm, other 
beaches will have more freedom campers. Laingholm is a much larger beach than French Bay. 

French Bay should either be prohibited or restricted, as this is a small bay with very limited parking, and it is very 
popular with local families (from Titirangi and neighbouring suburbs such as New Lynn, Green Bay, Glen Eden, 
Kelston) -- it is the only beach in the area that is swimmable. At weekends the road is crowded and all the parks 
are full; there is very limited off-street parking on surrounding streets, and those streets are very narrow and 
windy. It is dangerous for young families to have to park on Otitori Bay Road; if cars are parked on both sides of 
Valley Road, the road is blocked to residents. My preference for French Bay would be that it is prohibited for 
freedom camping, or perhaps prohibited over the summer months when the beach is most popular. And I believe 
it should at least be restricted to maximum 3 freedom campers year round, as it is always a popular place for 
locals to picnic, walk with friends, or sit in cars looking at the view.  

If it becomes known among freedom campers that freedom camping at French Bay is unrestricted, I can see the 
carparks becoming completely filled with freedom campers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1300 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): How are the rules going to be monitored? Who is there to monitor them? 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Who is going to monitor this? Is it just going to be left to 
good faith?  By the time campers have spread out with table and chairs, taking over another carpark - that are very 
limited - why are they suddenly going to depart after 2 days if nobody is ther 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Again, same as above.  This is wishful thinking and 
who is telling them their 2 days is up and its time to go, its 9am!! 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There is no common sense to this.  Already at the South Marine Parade carpark, it is heavily used with nightmare traffic 
build up, illegal parking, parking on dunes, road rage and residents struggling to get out of their properties.  If you add 
camper vans to the mix it is going to be an enormous problem with day trippers and locals alike.  The access to the 
beach gets blocked at the end of the round about, which is supposed to be kept clear to allow for emergency vehicles 
and fishing boats. Phone calls to AT to report traffic problems fall on deaf ears and are simply logged. It is literally a bun 
fight.  Phone calls to Noise Control about rowdy people staying in their vans and cars in the carpark also fall on deaf 
ears, so if we had a camper van of troublesome people parked up for 2 nights, I'm assuming we'd have to suck it up - 
going by past experience. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

At  North and South Piha we have a lovely lot of dotterel that are fiercely protected and I would be alarmed at increased 
parking of campers in this area. 

Another concern with the campers possibly staying on longer is there is no dump waste station.  Who is monitoring the 
length of stay of these people. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? As a resident of Piha, I am speaking specifically from a Piha/Waitakere 
perspective - by banning freedom camping from 

• Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road, local park 

• Marine Parade North, carparks on beachfront 

• Marine Parade South, carparks on beachfront 

• Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

• Karekare Road, Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

• Anawhata Road, entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

• Anawhata Road, northern end, end of road parking area 

• Te Henga Bethells Road, northern end carpark at beach 
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• Bethells Road, entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

• French Bay, French Bay carparks 

• Little Huia, Huia Road 

 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? As a resident of Piha, I am speaking 
specifically from a Piha/Waitakere perspective. It will unfairly prioritise freedom campers over every other all other users 
of the public amenities there. It will prevent surfers and watersports enthusiasts from accessing the already limited 
carparks available, it will make it dangerous for other road users by the size of the vehicles on the narrow roads in and 
around Piha. The Ranges contain ample informal and more formal camping places to meet the demand for camping. In 
the regional parkland, campervans can stay for a small fee at eight places in the Waitakeres: Arataki, Karamatura, 
Cascades Kauri, Cornwallis, Anawhata (Craw), Glen Esk, Whatipu and Log Race Road. There are also other tenting 
facilities. There is also a major campground on Piha Domain that is run under lease. 

 By extending freedom camping, the viability of these existing campgrounds is undermined. At Piha Domain, the 
campground has been reduced in size by flooding. Council has required the area available for camping to be reduced. 
Allowing freedom camping for two nights in all the carparks on the beachfront will have a major impact on the viability of 
the very long-standing and valued Piha Campground which currently provides access to the beaches and parks to a wide 
range of visitors. Specifically in Marine Parade South (1 - 13) and where it merges into Beach Valley Road, it will effect 
all residents there through additional noise in the evenings when we currently get some respite from day visitors, it will 
mean more shit to stand in in the verges, dunes and tracks as despite vehicles having a "self contained" sticker on the 
vehicle, it is either a lie or some do not wish to clean the septic tanks they have, particularly if it is a rental. It will mean 
more light pollution in the evenings when it should be a darksky zone. It will mean more pollution full stop added to the 
already scant rubbish bins that continually overflow. 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Only self contained vehicles with FIXED 
TOILETS are able to stay on land managed by council as per bill coming before parliament in 2022 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 
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A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Part 4: Enforcement powers, offences and penalties. Currently dogs are banned from the majority of Piha beaches, 
certainly fully from Piha Beach itself, on any given sunny day you will spot dozens of them running off lead all over the 
place. Rangers are invariably never seen to enforce this rule, likewise we receive just a sympathetic ear but no action 
when we report issues to noise control. Alcohol bans are also in place all along the beachfront and on the beach but 
these are never enforced. What confidence can we have that any freedom camper rules will be enforced by council? See 
attachment for more info 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
prohibited throughout the Waitakere Ranges and fringe areas 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
prohibited throughout the Waitakere Ranges and fringe areas 

 

 

 

 



I wish to submit on the Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw, particularly in relation to the 
Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area, and the Piha surrounds. 

I am a resident of Piha, have what would be deemed a medium/large campervan myself, 
and am a member of the NZMCA.  

It is an inconceivably bad and ill thought out idea to propose most of Piha open slather to 
freedom camping.  

As I understand the council can prohibit or restrict freedom camping – 

1. To protect an area
2. To protect the health and safety of people who visit the area
3. To protect access to the area.

I’d like to comment on all of these. 

1. To protect an area

Camping will take place in some of our most fragile eco-systems that are prone to damage 
and harm from rubbish, trampling, introduction of pests, spread of kauri dieback, and 
domesticated animals, particularly dogs. Dogs specifically are already banned from Piha 
beach on or off leash and freedom camping will just bring more dogs. This season is not the 
first to see dead korora and seals on this stretch of the beach that have definitely been 
worried by dogs. As I have seen a dog ranger out there once in the last 10 years, I have no 
faith that the policing of this will be any better than it currently is, particularly as there will 
be no extra revenue coming in to council from this proposed bylaw. 

People are currently discouraged from going off track and many tracks are closed because 
of kauri dieback; they are also asked not to go off accessways through dune areas because 
dune plants are fragile and birds nest on the ground, however, freedom camping will bring 
more people into these areas.  

There is a risk from campers lighting fires when our Ranges are highly prone to difficult-to-
fight wildfires. I know of the severity of these having seen the glow of the fires in May 2017 
just south of our property in Marine Parade South. Waking up to ash over your vehicles and 
window sills is not to be forgotten. 

Campervans can also be large vehicles that do not “fit” within some of our rural and coastal 
roads. Drivers are often strangers to the area and ignore or do not understand height 
restriction road signs. This is particularly the case at Piha where limbs have been removed 
from pohutukawa in Beach Valley Road following strikes by campervans, and Karekare, 
where a highly valued pohutukawa extends at a low height over Karekare Road, the 
entrance to the beach.  

The Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 seeks to protect the natural values and 
wilderness of the Ranges. It also seeks for the built environment to be subservient to the 
natural environment and for the dark and quiet to be protected. While large numbers of day 
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visitors visit the coast on summer holidays and weekends, at other times these places retain 
their remoteness and wilderness. 
Freedom camping will allow a built structure and domestic activities (watching TV etc) to 
intrude into the wilderness, not just during the day, but at night time, thus introducing noise 
and light into the heritage area environment.   
  

2. To protect the health and safety of people who visit the area 

Although campervans would be required to be self-contained under the bylaw, campers 
using the dunes and bush as lavatories has been a persistent issue throughout Piha. This is 
not helped by the fact that the nearest dump site for camper toilets/greywater is around 
30km  & 45 minutes away in Henderson. Campers also use showers in changing sheds to 
wash and use hand basins to wash clothes and dishes which is not only unhygienic but also 
reduces the water supply available to other legitimate users of the Waitakeres. 
 
The whole of the Piha waterfront and edging roads currently have an alcohol ban which will 
clearly go unenforced or ignored if freedom camping is allowed unfettered in the area. This 
provides a health and safety issue for the residents of the area, as we already frequently 
have to go out and deal with noise issues, alone and by ourselves, as because of our 
isolation we inevitably get nowhere trying to get noise control to come out. Just two weeks 
ago our neighbour had to deal with a noise issue at 2:30am from drunken revellers. Broken 
glass is not uncommon and we regularly have to do a sweep of the road front along Marine 
Parade South to make sure to is clear and free of debri. I am not calling all freedom campers 
drunkards, but freedom camping would certainly make this issue worse. 
 
There are also health & safety issues related to the use of the road corridor in the Ranges. 
Some of the road pull-off areas on Piha Road and the Scenic Drive function as places where 
slow drivers can pull over. Safety issues will arise if these are used for freedom camping. All 
along the south end of Marine Parade South, the road is very narrow and if camper vans are 
parked along this road (west side of road) their doors must face the street as their doors will 
struggle to open on the beach side the way the topography is. This will clearly be a danger 
to them and other road users as they step out of their vehicle. The size of the vehicles is also 
going to block visual awareness of the many little kiddies that live on this street and visit, 
moving from the beach to vehicles or houses along the street. 
 
At the end of Marine Parade South, there is a roundabout that all traffic must traverse once 
they come into the street. Beyond the roundabout is a key access gate onto the beach that 
provides access for rescue services and the local fishing club. As the photos below show, it is 
already an absolute bunfight to try and get around this roundabout on any given sunny 
Auckland day. Despite yellow lines and signage, people park freely all around the edges of it, 
on top of the small island in the centre of it, and on the dunes around it. You will observe 
cars trying to do 10 point turns to traverse the roundabout when it is like this, and/or 
backing down the road or into/onto residents driveways and into there fences. Having 
camper vans able to come down here freely will be a recipe for absolute chaos – they will 
not be able to get out of the street.   
 
These photos relate to both Health & Safety, and also Access. 
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A camper van would not be able to get around this roundabout  
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A camper van would struggle to get past these vehicles and around the roundabout. 
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These will be prime spots for Freedom campers, and any large vehicles will stick well out 
into the middle of the road causing vehicular chaos and definitie H&S issues through road 
rage. 
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Normal cars parking across the emergency/fishing club beach access despite clear and 
obvious NO PARKING signs – Freedom campers do not think any differently 
 

 
3. To protect access to the area. 

 
Freedom camping over a several day period effectively privatises the space for the personal 
use of the campers, which can extend to tables and chairs and personal belongings taking 
up more space. 
 
At Piha and other places, beachfronts and parks are at a premium for recreation for day-trip 
visitors from Auckland and further afield – fishing enthusiasts, trampers, picnicers and 
families. Surfers also make enormous use of the carparks. It is obvious from the pictures 
preceding that this are overflowing on weekends, public holidays and during the summer 
period.  
 
Freedom camping will make it more difficult for all day visitors to access the coast and 
tracks into parkland as the prime spots will end up permanently full from Freedom campers. 
 
While I think that the whole of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be free from all 
freedom camping because there are numerous designated and reasonably priced 
campgrounds around to choose from that are set up well, I fully agree with the local board 
that the following areas should have freedom camping prohibited – 
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• Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road, local park 
• Marine Parade North, carparks on beachfront 
• Marine Parade South, carparks on beachfront 
• Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 
• Karekare Road, Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 
• Anawhata Road, entrance to Rose Track and White Track 
• Anawhata Road, northern end, end of road parking area 
• Te Henga Bethells Road, northern end carpark at beach 
• Bethells Road, entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 
• French Bay, French Bay carparks 
• Little Huia, Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I do not believe they should be able to stay at all on road 
or off-road parking areas. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not believe parking should be allowed on road or off-road areas. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I do not want freedom parking anywhere in the Waitakere or Piha area 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not want freedom 
parking anywhere in the Waitakere ranges or at Piha 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? I 
don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think that the Campers should only be allowed to stay 2 
nights maximum in a certain Area. i.e 2 nights at Piha, 2 nights at Bethells. Otherwise they could just move around the 
streets and parking areas and stay for many nights in the same area. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am generally against Freedom Camping being allowed in Piha. We have 100's of people travelling here for day trips 
and the carparks and roads are always packed. If we add Freedom Campers into the mix we are going to have major 
issues for the Residents. We have a Camp Ground and I do not see why this is not enough to offer people. The Roads 
are narrow and extra traffic will make them more dangerous. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to nominate the Karekare Valley which includes the Beach Carpark and grassed areas be named as a 
prohibited area for freedom camping. 

The reasons are. 

The existing carpark areas are under pressure. Recent upgrades of the toilets have taken away existing carparks on the 
grassed area. This has put increased pressure on the surrounding environment. Cars are forced to park on a narrow 
roadside. Pedestrians are forced to walk around parked cars because there are no footpaths provided in the valley. The 
road is becoming a very congested space. This is a safety issue 

Recent floods have made roadside areas for parking unsafe with grass banks being undercut. This is a safety issue. 

No clean water source is provided at the carpark except the hand basins in the toilets. Campers should be self-contained 
however it has been observed that the hand basins are used by campers to wash clothes and utensils etc. This is a 
health issue.  

No rubbish bins are provided at the carpark. It will be left to the residents to clean up any rubbish left behind. Council 
cleaners service the toilet area but do not remove rubbish from the surrounding bushes. This is a health issue. 

The two-night stay reduces the capacity of the car park for day trippers using the beach. 

The carpark is close to private houses, so residents have ongoing concerns with noise from campers. 

There is camping facilities at McCreedie’s Paddock as you come into the Karekare Valley, which has clean water and 
toilet facilities provided. This could be better utilised by freedom campers. 
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In general, slow traffic bays along the Piha Road should not be used by free campers. They are designed to allow slow 
vehicles to pull over so traffic can pass. Having camper vans parked up in any slow bays should be prohibited as they 
present as a hazard. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not support having a change to the bylaw so that camping is allowed unless prohibited or restricted. I believe that the 
current structure, whereby camping areas are designated is a much better way to protect the environment, and also to 
ensure that freedom camping does not take over public spaces. Freedom camping is having an increasingly negative 
effect on New Zealand's environment due to the increasing volume of freedom campers – some of whom create litter 
problems, dispose of human waste inadequately and discharge grey water outside of dump stations. This issue is still 
applicable to those who are in certified self contained vehicles. Many people prefer to dispose of waste outside of their 
vehicle, and use public facilities in preference of their own self-contained facilities, as this makes staying in their own 
vehicles more pleasant and creates less waste that they need to empty from their vehicle. It seems illogical that at a time 
when Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Simon Upton, is urging the Government to take advantage of 
the pause in international tourism to transform the sector to one with a substantially smaller environmental footprint that 
the Auckland Council is changing the bylaw to one that allows a greater proliferation of freedom camping, and therefore 
allows for more environmental degradation. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

During the COVID lockdowns we have seen an increase is daytripping to these pristine areas. While it is wonderful to 
see Aucklanders getting out and enjoying the region, it comes with a negative effect to the environment. We have seen a 
huge increase in littering, dumping of takeaway and food waste, bonfires, human waste and more. With more people 
comes more waste and damage that requires management. 

I support freedom camping, but only in designated areas where there is adequate infrastructure, and where resource is 
directed to manage the sites. I do not think there should be widespread freedom camping as this will be of a scope that 
can not be managed without great cost to the ratepayer.  

Therefore I believe that free camping should also incur a cost, given that even so called self-contained vehicles create 
environmental damage, and degradation. 

As New Zealand prepares for a resurgence of international tourism, now is the time to think carefully about how we will 
manage tourism going forward in a way that ensures that our beautiful natural taonga are preserved for future 
generations to enjoy.   
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Simon Upton's report has suggested that “Tourists, and tourism businesses, should pay for the cost of the services they 
use and the environmental impairment they impose.” I believe this must be applied in this instance in order to limit the 
damage and cover the cost of the resulting damage that will undoubtedly occur. To not do so is to open our region to 
greater damage, and lay the burden of the cost of mitigating this at the feet of Aucklanders.  

It is our responsibility to consider the future cost to the natural environment that are the consequences of such a change 
to our bylaws. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? These areas prohibited within 
the Waitakere Ranges are woefully insufficient. As previously stated I do not support the change to the structure 
of the bylaw and believe that the current structure (whereby freedom camping is not permitted except at certain 
locations) is much more effective in protecting the environment. However, if this bylaw is changed then the list of 
prohibited areas must be increased. I can only comment on the area that I know well, and that is the Waitakere 
Ranges. (The lists for other areas should also be increased, but I do not have indepth knowledge to comment on 
these areas). The areas that I believe need protection for environmental degradation are as follows:  

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park 

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront 

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Te Ahuahu Road Road Reserve bordering parkland 

Entrance to tracks along the Piha Road. 

Potentially others, and these should be discussed with the local park management as they are the ones who 
have the indepth knowledge of the effect of camping in these fragile areas. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain): It was so easy to get forged certificates and stickers in the past. Enforsement should 
be able to look at three things... 

1, can the toilet be accessed at all times...got the cert now cover the toilet.. 

2, has the toilet been removed after the cert was obtained...seen many removed 

 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Two nights in the weekend with a leave time of midday 
or 1.00pm 

Weekdays 3 nights with a leave time of midday or 1.00pm 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 
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We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Midday leave times as so many places do not hum 
until 10.30am to 1.00pm 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): three days as this will give other campers time to move 
in 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

If there is a campground in the area then the rules will support the campsite occupancy. At the Site managers discretion 
could larger vehicles or overflow be moved/assigned to a different area...but only when the camp is full. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Too small and area for 
campers to manoeuvre amongst all the day walkers and associated traffic 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? 10.00am leaving time as 
nothing moves before 11.00am. Then the cafes and retail outlets can get a fair go.. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Perhaps 5 spaces with 
restrictions. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): In my experience, freedom campers have been unanimously respectful and 
responsible. However I realize that those who have not personally experienced it will have different views, and I think 
having general rules is a way to avoid those that have a negative bias against freedom camping from arguing that it is 
unfettered. Personally I have found that day trippers are much more disrespectful of the land/ community they are 
visiting, leaving takeaway rubbish, nappies, etc, and I have found there to be a bit of confusion from locals about this 
issue (ie blaming freedom campers for rubbish as they are visible and day trippers have come and gone). 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Living out on the west coast beaches I have seen an unsurprising increase of visitors over lockdown. I am a little 
concerned that if places like Karekare, Te Henga, and Piha do not have designated freedom camping zones that there 
could be issues that may lead the residents to call for a complete prohibition of it. While travelling throughout New 
Zealand I have experienced other councils rules, and found that the spots that specifically set aside an area that was out 
of the way of normal day trippers to be the best solution. This allowed for a set amount of campers at a time, ensuring 
individuals utilizing them weren't cramped into a small space which kills the whole allure of freedom camping. It also 
meant that they aren't taking up spots in the main car parks. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1372 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I don't see the value of having in the road or parking 
area in the first place, let alone returning to an area. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I don't agree to any area in 
the Waitakere Ranges other than the currently provided camping ground areas. 

For the reasons of a) safety (eg, access for emergency vehicles especially fire), b) public access issues (eg, 
small roadside areas are required for general public access), c) camping grounds are available and should be 
used by all freedom campers, d) areas like the popular Piha and Karekare beaches are sometimes overcrowded 
with day visitors and the presence of freedom campers in the limited parking areas will add to congestions and 
safety concerns 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? As above. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There is a need to expand prohibited and restricted areas in Waitakere Ranges 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It 
would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Needs to be an expansion of prohibited and restricted areas 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Increasing areas for freedom camping is unsustainable due to environmental harm, health and safety  and access issues 
as outlined in attachment 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a longer no-return period means most campers 
are unlikely to visit an area more than once, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not agree with opening up all car parks and pull over areas at popular beaches such as Piha.  I strongly encourage 
council to designate certain carparks, back from the beach and not those that are highly sought after by day visitors to 
the beach.  A reduced amount of parking will make it more feasible for council to monitor compliance with the rules while 
maintaining a good quantum of car parks in close proximity to the beach available to day visitors to popular beaches. My 
personal experience in the past, is that freedom campers will stake-out areas close to the beach for many days on end 
knowing that monitoring of such camping is not effectively and consistently controlled by council.  My personal 
experience is that freedom campers will spread their occupancy footprint across a wide area around their parked vehicle, 
with dish washing, laundry cleaning, and dining often making it unpleasant for visitors and residents alike.  I have 
regularly witnessed freedom campers washing their dishes, clothes, teeth and themselves in toilet blocks, as well as 
defecating in the sand dunes and bush areas after public have closed. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

My comments and concerns relate specifically to popular locations, particularly beach locations.  In my opinion the entire 
foreshore area along Piha and North Piha has benefited environmentally, and with improved public amenity and 
enjoyment for all users, since council prohibited freedom camping along these areas.  The domain campground and 
designation of freedom camping areas back from the beach, as is currently allowed for in the existing bylaw, has 
provided for freedom camping as well as improved access and amenity for all day visitors and residents.  Freedom 
campers are able to stay overnight (back from the beach) and like any other visitor, seek a beachside carpark during the 
day.  In my experience this continues to work well for all. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Preserve the Swanson Foothills Society 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, If freedom camping starts 
to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a 
stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 



#1395 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, Having a 
set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Prevents further Urban Creep 
in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Historic area. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Auckland is losing much of its 
recreation areas, therefore no. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I support a general rule if it bans freedom camping in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage 
Area 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

In the dunes at Piha, we regularly come across toilet paper and faeces - which obviously comes from visitors generally. 
However, it is particularly noticeable adjacent to where freedom campers (illegally) park - this is bad for the health of the 
dunes, suppressing natural growth of the natives like spinifex and pingao, not to mention a disgusting experience. (I have 
posted this hsere as on the expereince page I seem to have to log in and my password was rejected 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Freedom camping should be banned in all potential sites in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area - in particular at Piha 
freedom camping should be prohibited everywhere, and particularly • 42 Seaview Road, Piha, Piha Wetlands 

• 42 Seaview Road Road Reserve 

• 50 Seaview Road, Piha, West Coast Gallery Road Reserve 

• 21 Seaview Road, Piha, Piha Domain, Road Reserve 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
banned in all potential sites in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
banned in all potential sites in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
banned in all potential sites in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area 

 

 

 

 



#1403 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like these areas at Piha to be added to a ban on freedom camping: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park 

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront 

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 
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Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach 

Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

French Bay French Bay Carparks 

Little Huia Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1425 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I agree with the proposal. To reduce opposition, I propose that there are a set number of Freedom camping spots per 
location (i.e. 5 to 6 spots per location) as this avoids too many spots being taken up (with the inevitable complaints). 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I agree that there should be a 
very small number of restricted sites. The other sites can be monitored and reviewed. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): The general rules are unlikely to be properly enforced in all areas - particularly further 
from central Auckland. Specific rules need to be made for each area proposed and enforcement mechanisms put in 
place to enable local residents to notify Council of breaches. The rules for any particular area need to be clearly 
signposted to users so that there can't be any misunderstandings between freedom campers and local residents. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules need to apply to the restricted areas and any existing agreed areas. They are insufficient for areas 
where there are high volumes of visitors and/or areas where there are residential houses nearby. In areas far from 
central Auckland, without local police presence, they are insufficient to control antisocial behavior and disrespect for the 
local environment. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The enforcement of the Bylaw is likely to be difficult in areas far from central Auckland. I suspect in these areas the 
Bylaw will not be proactively enforced, and instead will rely on local residents to inform Council of breaches. This is 
unsatisfactory and will cause distress for local residents when the Bylaws are breached or the freedom campers 
disrespect the privilege they are enjoying. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping should be 
prohibited in the small car park turning area at top of the unused Poleline track, opposite #87 Anawhata road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain): The rules will address the concerns of residents who believe they will be inundated 
with freedom campers. 

They will prevent people staying long term in one place and give Auckland Council the ability to move people on. 

Self containment is supported as it will prevent people sleeping in cars without any facilities potentially resulting in 
antisocial behavior (littering and toileting). 

Self contained vehicles have all the facilities required on board for washing, toileting and eating and will not result in 
antisocial behaviour. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, 
Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping 
starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than 
having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help 
with enforcing the maximum stay rule, Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): A later time (10am) would mean campers can avoid peak hour traffic, thereby 
reducing congestion on Auckland's roads. 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules would be easy to understand and administer.  If rules are too complex and are different in different 
areas, this makes it more likely that people will be confused and break the rules.  Keeping the rules as simple and easy 
to follow as possible will be the key. 
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Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Information on any restricted areas should be readily available on the Auckland Council website or other platforms so 
that freedom campers can easily understand where they can and cannot park and any restricted areas.  This is 
necessary so that it is easy to follow the rules. 

A permissive by-law with specific restrictions is easier to understand than one that has lots of restrictions in different 
areas. 

Permitting freedom campers to use any street (not specifically prohibited or restricted), would not result in all residential 
streets being parked up, as is claimed by some campaigners.  Genuine freedom campers usually visit an areas for a 
specific purpose, such as site seeing and seek to find pleasant areas to stay that are accessible to their trip purpose.  
Parking on random residential streets in the suburbs would be illogical. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc. 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain): Whaatever the rules, they MUST be consistent across Auckland. 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Under the proposed rules a Freedom Camper could stay in any area that has more than 7 roads indefinitely by  rotating 
the location every two days over a two week period. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Temporary Approvals in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area and the Waitakere Regional Park must be subject to 
community consultation. See attachment for more info 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The intent of the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 must be recognised, respected and upheld. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The intent of the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 must be recognised, respected and upheld. 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? The intent of the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 must be recognised, respected and upheld. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 04, 2021 

To:  Auckland Council (AC) 

Name of Submitter:  Piha Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc (“the 
Submitter”) 

Please find herewith our submission with regard to: 

Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 

Introduction 

This submission speaks to the Proposed Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 
consultation documents and maps provided on the AC website. 

 The submitter’s interest is in the areas within the greater Piha community
area, the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area and the Waitakere Ranges
Regional Park.

 The submitter seeks to ensure that the various actions proposed by
Auckland Council with regard to establishing a bylaw that conforms with
the requirements of the Freedom Camping Act 2011, also conforms with
and respects the covenants embodied in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage
Area Act 2008 and the Regional parks Management Plan 2010.

Background 

The Submitter is an incorporated body that has been actively representing the 
Piha community 1939.  Members include property owners, business owners, 
permanent residents, holiday and weekend dwellers and property tenants. The 
Submitter has an active membership who are necessarily affected by actions 
and activities of Freedom Campers that impinge upon the quiet enjoyment of 
their lifestyle and environment.  The Submitter has an informative website, a 
Facebook page, a weekly newsletter to members and published the Piha 
Community News on a quarterly basis. 
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Issues 
 
1) General rules for freedom camping 
 

a) Self Containment: Freedom Campers avoid using their Self Contained toilet 
facilities, preferring to “go in the bushes” or use public facilities in preference to 
the smell and disposal issues related to their self containment facility.  The Bylaw 
will not prevent that, nor can it be readily enforced. 

 

b) Environmental Impact: The Freedom Camping Act 2011 does not allow 
campers to “leave rubbish, leave human waste, damage the area or the 
environment.”  Due to Piha’s geographic location, enforcement of these 
requirements is impractical.  

i) Although currently prohibited, freedom camping at Piha already creates 
problems in our community with health, hygiene and safety for our 
children, community members and visitors.  Enforcement of the current 
prohibition at Piha by Auckland Council is non-existent. 
 
 

2) Specific Areas where Freedom Camping will be prohibited or restricted. 
 

a) Designated Restricted and Prohibited Areas. 
 

i) There are currently only three restricted or prohibited area proposed 
within the Waitakere Heritage Area and the Waitakere Regional Park.  

 
 
ii) There is provision for camping by campervans within Regional Parks 

and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary to provide further 
sites. 

 
iii) The Reserves Act 1977 does not “permit any camping on a reserve unless 

an exception under that Act applies.”   
 
iv) Parkland and parking at Piha is already at capacity with people from 

Auckland, plus national and international visitors, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, no recycling facilities.  

v) As the proposal stands, freedom campers could legally move to a 
different road within the Piha community every second day, thereby 
effectively freedom camping permanently at Piha. 

 
vi) Lack of parking facilities already causes congestion, people park across 

driveways blocking residents from access their properties and 
indiscriminate parking closes off access to emergency vehicle such as 
fire trucks and ambulances.  Allowing freedom camping at Piha will 
further exacerbate this problem. 
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b) Prohibition and Restriction of freedom camping at Piha 
 

i) We ask that freedom camping be prohibited in all road reserves and car 
parking areas in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all 
roads from the intersection of Piha Road with Scenic Drive. 

 
ii) We ask that the following specific areas be designated prohibited for 

freedom camping: 
(1) Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road (Local Park.) 
(2) Marine Parade North and North Piha Road car parking areas. 
(3) Marine Parade South car parking areas on the beachfront. 
(4) Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark. 

 
New Bylaw and Enforcement 
 
 The need for a new Bylaw is self-evident and we support that initiative.  

Enforcement is the most important facet of the Bylaw and when related to 
the Piha community area, the geographic separation of Piha from the seat 
of the Law enforcement agencies make anything except total prohibition of 
Freedom Camping impractical.   

 
 

Other Areas of Concern 
 
 Although presently prohibited, Freedom Camping is frequently observed at 

Steadfast Park, in the parking area at the end of Glen Esk Road that 
serves the Kite Kite Falls track and at the Heritage Site (Old Radar Station) 
at the end of Te Ahuahu Road/Lograce Road.  Serious consideration of 
Freedom Camping prohibition should be afforded these areas. 

 
 
  

Yours faithfully,  

  
Ken I. Cowan  
President 
Piha Ratepayers and Residents' Association 
 
Address for correspondence: 
 
CMB 55     Ph. (09) 812 8658  
Piha, 0646     info@piha.org.nz  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a four-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A four-week non-return period helps prevent people staying in one area long-term, which 
protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, A no-return period will help with enforcing the maximum 
stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

As I understand this difficult read, only 3 places in the whole of the Waitakere Ranges are prohibited areas. What a 
nightmare.  

Talking just about Piha...... The infrastructure is insufficient for the huge numbers of visitors already, and it is hard to find 
a car park for day trippers on any given weekend. If the Council really wants to force Freedom Camping on Piha then I 
think that there should be a couple of designated areas for freedom camping, not the whole of Piha. Not everyone has a 
van to stay in, they just want to come for the day and then have to go home.  

How will you police it effectively? Time after time I watch the security guard permit people to stay on reserves overnight.  
They don't have a timeframe for talking to people, they're on a mission to get in and out of Piha/Karekare as quickly as 
possible. When tourism starts again and 6 vehicles roll in and set up an encampment at 10pm lighting a fire and starting 
a party who will sort that out? Our volunteer Fire Brigade? 
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I'm not objecting because I manage your campground. There will always be enough people who want the safety of the 
Campground and access to bathrooms 24hrs. I don't think this would have much of an impact on what is left of the 
business post COVID.  For some families and a lot of folk having some freedom camping around the place will be a 
Godsend as camping grounds aren't cheap anymore. People who respect the environment are always welcome in our 
Community. 

Freedom Camping is dangerous on a number of fronts, people get robbed, people get shot, women get raped. People at 
Piha drown.  

People mostly don't read signs. 

Will there be any opportunity to speak to this submission? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1519 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1519 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am 75 years old  

Being in the tourism industry in the 1990s I have seen a lot of changes. 

Not all Good. 

Emphasis should be on tourists that spend more money, Freedom Campers and Backpackers will come and are here 
anyway. 

Reading this you will have sitting around your table people that all will have one thing in common. 

Looking after their own patch. 

There will be no one who these decisions directly affect. 

Local Board members do not speak for those affected.  

We live in Snells Beach in a small street of seven houses. At the end there is a small car park, children's playground and 
toilets with a boat ramp. 

We live three houses up from this car park. 

In the almost eight years we have lived here there has never been an infringement notice given to a Freedom Camper no 
matter what they do! 

Even after hundreds of complaints. 

We occasionally see an enforcement officer now since the Auckland Council had a round table just like you are going to 
do but always between 11.00am and 2 pm. 
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Meanwhile camper rental hire and the NZMCA and the other usual suspects clip the ticket leaving people like us 
ratepayers and taxpayers to pay their costs. 

This must be one of the few countries in the world where an undesirable man can park in a van with a bed in the back 
outside children's playground and toilets and take 3 weeks to get him moved. 

That happened to us last December. 

Parking Bylaws does not apply to them nor Liquor, Noise, Dog, and Litter Bylaws. They are a much protected group. 

Auckland Super City Councils Freedom camping bylaws at the moment  gives 165% more Freedom camping parks in 
our small carpark than ALL of Waitakere City! 

We have 5 Freedom camping sights (often with 10 or more campers there.)  

Waitakere has 3 Freedom campers’ parks up where the old dump used to be. 

(I lived in Swanson area for 40 years) 

Waitakere is 10,000 hectares with 3 car parks 

Sunburst Avenue car park 0.10111714 of a hectare with 5 car parks? 

Waitakere is 98,842.2 times bigger. 

Who allocated this (unfair) distribution of Freedom Camper sites in the Auckland Council area? 

Waitakere Resident   

Penelope Anne Hulse Deputy Mayor of Auckland at the time 

Waitakere Resident 

Raymond Tau Henare   

represented three different political parties in parliament—New Zealand First, Mauri Pacific and the National Party 

Waitakere Resident 

Linda Cooper 

Waitakere Ward Councillor 

And the very wealthy and powerful lobby group 

NZMCA……The New Zealand Motor Caravan Association. 

 A total ban on Freedom Campervan parks is illegal under the 2011 act in Waitakere or anywhere. 

To allocate 3 parks for a City of 100,000 hectares is not. 

To allocate 165% more car parks in a small suburban side street in Snells Beach is not.   

Apparently there was a vote on the amount of parks for Freedom Campers in different areas, which brings to mind. 

"It's not the people who vote that count; it's the people who count the votes.” 

Local Rodney Board had input. 

You will no doubt be seeing Audio visual presentations of sparkling Camper Vans with pristine toilets. 
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What you do not see is the facts that if the renter brings it back with the toilet seal not broken (Unused) he will get a 
$50.00 rebate. 

This time will you: 

1) Enforce the laws you make.... because all bylaws made by Auckland City Council are not enforced 

2) Make it no parking areas for camper vans close to Children's playgrounds and Schools.  

 A common excuse is they are parked, not overnight camping.  

This is a very common excuse which works.  

Especially when the rarely seen enforcement officer always arrives 

 between 11am – 2pm 

3) Leave the enforcement of the laws to professional security companies.  

Who is going to lose out by enforcement of these laws? 

Only the law breakers. 

Why are these lawbreakers protected? 

It makes no sense? 

But it makes sense to the decision makers. 

Since my involvement with Freedom Camping in Auckland 2015 several things have been made very clear to me. 

1) NZMCA calls the shorts on Freedom Camping bylaws in Auckland Council. 

2) NZMCA wants freedom camping in all streets in all Auckland (I cannot believe that their Waitakere comrades 
will agree, but that will be sorted like last time.) 

(No restricted Camping spots yet in Waitakere. No surprise there) 

2a) I cannot recall the amount of times that the “Sweet old couple in Tauranga cannot visit their grandson in 
Remuera because they cannot camp outside their house" Always the same story, I heard it first 6 years ago! 

The last time was on talk back last week. 

3) The NZMCA  will get Freedom Camping on Auckland streets outside residents homes even in a Covid 19 
Pandemic and the borders opening, with a new a more virulent strain coming, they will get even more Freedom Camping 
sites on reserves with the help of their cronies on the Council and Local Boards. 

My Last and most important comments are. 

With the borders opening and a new strain of Covid coming, and hundreds of rental campervans waiting at the airport, 
what on earth could go wrong?  

The New Zealand Motor Caravan Association (NZMCA) will get freedom camping on Auckland streets outside residents’ 
homes even in a Covid-19 pandemic. The NZMCA will get even more freedom camping sites on reserves with the help of 
their cronies on the Auckland Council and Local Boards. 

We have in these bylaw decision makers, a group of self-elected, self-interested, easily-led people. Of the most part, this 
group of decision makers is of unparalleled incompetence, whose probity is in doubt, and whose lack of diligence will 
result in many Aucklanders dying of Covid-19 in their homes.  

Covid is at your door courtesy of the Auckland City Council.  

It is obscene.  
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You do not need modelling to see that. 

   

Let me debate this with your think tank, come on don’t hide behind PR Spin, come out and debate the issue with me you 
can “Have Your Say” 

I have attached a Visual presentation that I have shown to Rodney Local Board, Ratepayer associations, Auckland 
Council, 

and Jacqueline  Dean politician Member of Parliament for the Waitaki electorate, where she represents the National 
Party. 

Jacqueline Dean was one of the original writers of the Freedom of Camping act 2011. . 

She is the only person who has had the courage to debate this issue with me; it was organised by Michael Barnett at the 
Auckland Chamber of Commerce.  

(She also had no time for NZMCA). (See attachment) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











“Now here is a question for 
you  to ponder for a moment”

“You all know who I am ok?”

“I will be your guide
for this presentation”
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“Is The Snells Beach 
Car Park on 

Sunburst Avenue

A) Car Park ?

Or perhaps

B) Camp Site?”

“Lets take a look shall we?” 
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“ OK ...so one of 
these is a

Safari 
the other one is a

Convoy.”

“You be the judge”

“The Convoy is the 
one without the 
LION and Cubs”
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“Well  it is time for us to have a 
look at signage shall we”
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“Why do the Caravan owners  ignore 
this no parking of caravans sign?”

#1519



“I have been told in the last month 
that the Sunburst Car Park Sign means:

1) No Small Caravans or Tents?

2) No Small Caravans on the Boat Ramp

3) No small Tents on the Boat Ramp?”
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“Why can Campervans park on the footpath.
In the Sunburst Carpark?

Are you allowed to do this in other parts
of New Zealand?”

“I don't think so”
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“In the next two slides where these big 
motorhomes have stopped is the
handicapped  ramp also the main 

access to the beach?”

“All this on a blind hairpin bend !”
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“Why is there no restriction on the
size of articulated motorhomes
no matter  how small the side street is?”
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“Ok so how do I make a complaint?”
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THE PROCEDURE NOW FOLLOWS ;
‐ go to the Auckland Council main website
‐ scroll down the page
‐ find  "e mail  us " Under  "Contact us"
‐ click on  "e mail  us "
‐ Scroll down mid way
‐ click on "contact us form “

Now you get a page headed  "Help and Support"
Look for :
* Contact us
Ask a question, request a service, make a complaint or 
compliment and we'll reply within three working days.
Need to attach a file? Please use this form. *
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IMPORTANT
‐ click on the word  form 
The Contact us form comes up.
‐ click  " O  something else"
‐ click "specific address"  and put in Sunburst Car park etc
‐ Then paste in the following :
26 March 2015
Dear Auckland Council,
Parking in the beachfront car parks at Snells Beach.
We attach a series of parked vehicle pictures and that of the signage 
regulating parking at Sunburst Car Park, Snells Beach. We believe that 
most of the vehicles illustrated are in breach of the relevant by laws, 
eg:  they are not self contained, they are articulated large caravans, they 
are too  big for the car park etc.
Please advise us what we can do by way of gathering further evidence of 
this inappropriate use of our car parks and what Auckland Council will 
do to enforce the by laws.

#1519



“Yep I've got it but what happens Next?”
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“You will receive an email:”

actual copy

Your request was assigned the following reference 
number: CAS‐546659.

You can expect to receive a reply from them 
directly within 10 working days. 

Should you wish to follow up on this enquiry, 
please contact Auckland Transport on
(09) 355 3553. 
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“Yep I've got  that too but what happens next?”
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“You will love this bit”.

“You get another email”.

“Ready?”
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Thank you for your enquiry that I have 
received today via the Contact Centre of an
incident that you saw last Wednesday (25/03/15).

Council does endeavour to advise members of the New Zealand 
Motor Caravan Association of the current Council Bylaws that are in 
place at the time of inspection carried out by a warranted  Council 
Inspector upon receiving an enquiry from a member of the public. 

Unfortunately an inspection was not carried out
(due to the time frame of receiving notification of this enquiry),
so no further action will be undertaken by Council.

“Just one example of the stupidity” 

“Yes because it takes so long for them to act 
they can  take no action!” 

“ This is taken from actual email response”

#1519



We have caravans and truck campers parked here for a week
Not once has there been a council inspector even after 

numerous emails with photos.
I attached this mornings pics.

The sign says clearly no caravans but they are and always have been ignored.

You should give some thought to the ratepayers in our street not
the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association.

I hope this is enough time for you to send a council inspector here.

“This was my response to the Bylaws Enforcement team”
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“ Well there you have it.

When you make a complaint to Auckland 
City  Council  Bylaws  Enforcement Team”

“What happens? “

“Absolutely  Nothing”
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“ We did have an inspector arrive at 
11.30 am”
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“ Why did this inspector with
eight years experience arrive at 

11.30 am”
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“Yep you got it because at 6.30 am
the carpark is chocker”
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“Wait lets not be too hasty here”

“How about a complaint to Auckland Traffic?”
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“ We did have Auckland Traffic Wardens  
visited the Snells Beach  campsite twice”

“The first time I was not quick enough to 
get there before they left”

“The second time I met with them, 
they could do nothing about the vehicle

on the footpath as it was a council 
infringement not traffic ”

“They would not get out of the car or 
even wind down the window to speak”

“This is a safety measure I was told”

“To prevent them getting bashed up”

“This was confirmed by Michelle Mathews
Auckland City Council Bylaws 

Enforcement officer”
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Just three of the local options
Option 1 SandSpit Holiday Park
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Sites:
Camping kiwi summer style or in a little more comfort we offer 
both non powered and powered sites to suit all types of campers.

We’ve got 50 sites throughout the holiday park which are all handy 
to the beach and park facilities.

There are 7 beachfront sites, but these fill up fast, especially over 
holiday periods, so make sure you book early 

Option 1
Sandspit Holiday Park
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A purpose built cark park facility built for Campervans, Caravans and Motorhomes
is just a few kilometres up the road

(23)
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Martins Bay Road
Martins Bay Holiday Park

Option 2

Campsites Powered: 207
Laundries:
Our laundry facilities provide coin operated washing machines for hot or cold washes, 
and coin operated dryers. We have washing line space and an iron and ironing board
are available along with tubs for hand‐washing.

Cooking:
We have a large communal kitchen area with cooktops, microwaves, fridges, freezers, 
toasters, continuous boiling water and sinks for washing up. You can also make use of
our large communal covered BBQ area.

Boating and Fishing:
Martins Bay Holiday Park is fully equipped for recreational boating and fishing. Our 
facilities include an excellent fish cleaning area, an authorised fish weigh station, boat 
cleaning facilities, ample boat and trailer parking, and an all‐weather boat ramp.

Campervans & Motor homes:
A dump station is available for paying guests to empty waste tanks.
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Option 3
Scandrett Bay
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There are 3 car parking areas at Scandrett 
Entrance car park: A total of 10 Spaces approx. 
Located before and after the automatic gate entrance to the park.
x

Hill Top car park: 10 Spaces. Located beside the stock yards. 
This is only used when the ground conditions allow. 
x

Scandrett Bay car park: 40 Spaces Approx. 
This is a small parking area so buses and other large vehicles 
should use the hill top car park when ground conditions allow.
x

We strongly recommend that you call our contact centre
in advance of your arrival on park on 09 366 2000 option 2,
to make your booking.
Cost per night: 
Adult:  $6.00  18 years and over  
Child:  $4.00  5 - 17 years  
Infant:  $0.00  Under 5 years 

Option 3
Scandrett Bay

#1519



There are literally hundreds, if not thousands, 
of designated camp grounds and holiday parks

in New Zealand, which cater for tents, 
campervans and motorhomes and 
offer unpowered and powered sites 

at a very reasonable prices.

“This is also from 
The Tourism New Zealand website”

“Why don't they use them?”

1)  “These campsites do not like the big Campervans / Motorhomes
they damage the camp sites ,break driveways, trees and foliage and are 

basically dangerous  for children in confined area of the campsites.”

2)  “All of the campsites do not allow dogs loose 
on the campsites most have a no  dogs at all policy.”

3)  “Most  importantly they would  have to pay a very reasonable price!”
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“So who do Snells Beach  ratepayers have the 
pleasure of using  the Snells Beach Car Parks?”

“Yep you've guessed it”
x

1) Large Campervans and Motorhomes that 
are not allowed in professional run campsites
x

2) Campers who want to let their dogs run loose
x

3) Campers who want  Snells Beach ratepayers 
to pay for their campsites

x

4) Campers who want to spread out and take up more room than        
allowed in a professional run campsite
x

5) Campers who require a campsite with no policing on bylaws by local 
authority Bylaws Inspectors or  Auckland Transport Inspectors
( No Warrants or Registrations , and vehicles that should not be
on the road )

“ Yes I do I believe we have cornered the
Free Campsite Market in Snells Beach folks...... do you agree?”
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“What are the residents and ratepayers 
of  Snells Beach expected to do and to pay for?”

1) Cleaning to of  the Snells Beach campsites 
x

2) Daily cleaning of the toilet ,changing room and shower
x

3) Daily removal of campers rubbish
x

4)Cleaning up of dog  crap from playground and grass play area
x

5) Mowing the lawns and keeping grounds clean and tidy for their dogs.
x

6)Not parking in the centre parking area so Motorhomes can manoeuvre
x

7)Parents to always be close to children playing in playground  & carpark
x

8)  And for gods sake do not complain .........just pay up.

P.S
I truly believe that our dog problems on the beach and grassed areas 
would be reduced by 50% with no Campervans and Motorhomes on the 
Snells Beach Campsites.
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“Why do these Campervan and Motorhome 
owners  believe that than can  just ignore 
these road signs and road makings?”

“ Who informed these Campervan and Motorhome 
owners  that they can park wherever they like in

Snells Beach as there are no laws here”
x

“It is the Freedom Camping act 2011
Part 2 sub part 1........ also”

x

“The New Zealand Bill of Rights act
Section 18”

x

(1)  Everyone lawfully in New Zealand has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence in New Zealand.

x

“Does this really mean they can do what they like?”
“Even the Liquor Ban  and Dog Laws

do not apply to Campers in our Snells Beach campsites”
x

“What happened in May last year to make the flood gates open
with campers that thought they could do as they like?”
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From Chen Palmer & Ass Website 
for the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association 
Inc. 
17th April 2014
Thames – Coromandel District Council
Looses case in court to put bylaws in place

The cumulative effect of the Freedom Camping Bylaw, 
x

Public Places Bylaw and Parking Control Bylaw is a breach of the 
right to freedom of movement affirmed in 
section 18 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Acts 1990,
Mai Chen said. 
x

The right to freedom of movement is a fundamental civil and 
political right that is engaged under the Freedom Camping Act, 
which regulates a person's right to move on to or from certain land 
as well as the ability of a person to remain at a place .

“The floodgates are open campers!”

Mai Chen said the council had breached the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act with the bylaws. 

#1519



Is a bylaw under the FCA necessary?
From Chen Palmer & Ass

for the New Zealand Motor Caravan Association Inc.

A local authority may only make a bylaw restricting or 
prohibiting freedom camping  in a local authority area if

the bylaw is necessary for one or more of the following purposes: 
x

1) To protect the area;
x 

2) To protect the health and safety of people who may visit the area; or
x 

3) To protect access to the area

“Not to Protect the Health, 
Safety of People and their Children

who live in the area”?
x
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Prohibited areas are locations where no camping may take place.

Restricted areas are locations where camping may 
occur subject to certain conditions. 

This could include conditions such as the 
number of freedom camping vehicles, 

maximum number of consecutive nights of 
freedom camping by the same camper, or

requiring campers to be self-contained.

“Will the light at the end of this tunnel reach Snells Beach?”

Thames – Coromandel District Council
Announces

The new Freedom Camping Bylaw 
came into effect at noon on 1 December 2014.
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“So now you know 
why I was presenting?”

“You are up against a well organised
well funded organisation with a great deal of  
influence that will stop at nothing to stop the

Domino Theory  of loosing 
free campsites around Snells Beach,

Auckland and New Zealand”

The domino theory was a theory prominent 
from the 1950s to the 1980s, that speculated 
that if one state in a region came under the 
influence of communism, then the surrounding 
countries would follow in a Domino effect. “My  comment on this sorry

mess is from Irma Kurtz”
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I had a meeting in Auckland with the Councillors 
Webster for Rodney and Penrose his responsibility 
was for  Bylaws.
At this meeting it was agreed that
1) Disabled parking in front of toilets.
2) Limit length of 7 meters of campervans.
To protect the carpark from the heavy motorhomes.
3) Parking in front of children's playground 
prohibited for campervans.
To protect the children in the playground from from 
the Jimmy Saville’s and the Rolf Harris’s  of this world 
who can to this day park within an arms reach of this 
children’s play area.
x

(Meanwhile new council elected.) Their decisions
1) Disabled Parking YES
2) Length Limit No. Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
spent reinforcing carpark for the  large campervans.
3) Children’s Playground safety NO
Even after a letter to the Mayor for a please explain?
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One last Question from 2020
“Why do we have 165% more 
Freedom Camper sites in our 
small carpark that all of 
Waitakere?

Is it because the last Freedom 
Camping bylaws were put 
together by Councillors Penny 
Hulse Dept. Mayor at the time, 
Linda Cooper, Raymond Tau 
Henare, all of Waitakere and 
the assistance of the NZMCA to 
agree to this injustice.”
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“I believe I have 
proved my point
Do you agree?

or is it 
Something is 

Rotten in 
Denmark”

“Thank you for your time”

Snells Beach
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1526 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Thank you for the opportunity to present the Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association 

(TRRA)’s submission on Freedom Camping Bylaw. 

This submission is made by The Titirangi Residents and Ratepayers Association, a non-profit 

incorporated society formed in 1987 to promote and represent the interests of ratepayers and 

residents in the Titirangi area. The Association can be traced back to the 1920s when an 

unincorporated society is recorded as lobbying Council regarding roads. 

The Freedom Camping Act says a local authority can prohibit or restrict freedom camping: 

1. To protect an areaPlaces specifically “prohibited” or “restricted” which are listed in the bylaw. 2. To protect the health 
and safety of people who visit the area 

3. To protect access to the area. 

The new bylaw makes Council-owned land everywhere in the region available for freedom 

camping with the following exceptions: 

● Land held under the Reserves Act – this covers most local parks 

● All regional parksThere are only 3 

prohibited places specified in the draft bylaw for Waitakere Ranges – Lopdell grounds, Sandys 
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Parade (Laingholm), entrance to Goldies Bush, Te Henga. 

This means that freedom camping can occur in the following places: 

● Any road reserve, pull-off space or parking area in the road reserve 

● Parks and land held under the Local Government Act. 

Key Points: 

The Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area is protected by law because of the special and nationally 

significant features that the local authority is obliged to “protect and enhance”. 

These features include (among others): 

“Its terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems of prominent indigenous character” 

“The different classes of landforms and landscapes” 

“The coastal areas” 

“The naturally functioning streams” 

“The quietness and darkness of the Waitakere Ranges and the coastal parts of the area” 

“The eastern foothills” 

The Association submits that these features will be threatened by allowing freedom camping to 

take place on road reserves, parks and other public land within the Heritage Area. We therefore 

submit t● Mahoe Road end, Titirangi 

● Aydon Road end, Titirangi 

● Okewa Road end, Titirangi 

● The Parade road end, Titirangi 

● Valley Road end, Titirangi 

● Opou Road end, Titirangi 

● Woodbay Road end, Titirangi 

● Inaka Place road end, Titirangi 

● Lancewood Ave road end, Titirangi 

● Rangiwai Road end, Titirangi 

● The Drive road end, Titirangi 

● Westridge Road end, Titirangi 

● Valley View Road end, Titirangi 

● Tainui Road end, Titirangi 

● Boylan Road end, Titirangi 
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● York Road end, Titirangi 

● Jays Road end, Titirangi 

● Sylvan Valley Ace road end, Titirangi 

● Minnehaha Ave road end, Titirangi 

● Landing Road end, Titirangi 

● Helios Place road end, Titirangi 

● Deirdre Place road end, Titirangi 

● Fawcett Road end, Titirangi 

● Brownie Road end, Titirangi 

● Janet Place road end, Titirangi 

● Exhibition Drive Titirangi (both ends) 

● Tawini Road end, Titirangihat the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited area under 

reason (1) To protect an area in the bylaw. 

There are already a number of designated camping areas and campsites within the Heritage 

Area that are sufficient to service visitors to the area and have the necessary facilities to ensure 

that damage to the heritage features does not take place. They are very reasonably priced and 

accessible to everyone. 

The survival of these campsites will be economically threatened by allowing freedom camping to 

take place within the Heritage Area. Camping is a seasonal business and thanks to the 

additional stresses of Covid for the last two years they have been pushed to the brink. Our 

communities need these businesses to thrive. Allowing freedom camping will not achieve this 

and will put additional pressure on public facilities such as toilets, parking and beach access 

that is unsustainable. There are already a number of specifically identified locations within the 

Heritage Area where freedom camping can take place and is controlled. This should continue. 

Lighting fires, leaving rubbish, using the environment as a toilet, washing 

clothes/dishes/themselves and taking water from public toilet blocks (that depend on roof water 

to function) are currently problems that freedom campers cause and this has been well 

documented in the media with examples from all over the country. We do not need these to proliferate within the 
Heritage Area. Fire is a constant and significant threat to the bush and 

communities of the Waitakere Ranges. 

We therefore submit that the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited 
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area under reason (2) To protect the health and safety of people who visit the area under the 

bylaw. 

Many of the places in the Heritage Area are already under significant pressure from the number 

of day visitors. It is normal for all beach parking spaces to be fully occupied during summer 

weekends at places like Piha and Karekare. Allowing freedom camping to block up parking 

spaces for 2 nights at a time (and the days in between) is going to make access to our special 

places impossible for many day visitors and this is totally unreasonable. It will have knock on 

effects for residents, congestion and safety due to displacement of parking to less suitable 

locations. Many of the roads in the Waitakere Ranges are narrow and winding and there will be 

a danger to other road users if freedom campers pull off and use the road reserve to camp. 

We therefore submit that the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited 

area under reason (3) To protect access to the area under the bylaw. 

We are particularly concerned about freedom camping taking place at the ends of the many 

small residential streets in Titirangi. Most of these end in the bush or at a beach and are 

therefore attractive places for freedom campers. All of the problems listed above are a risk if 

freedom camping is allowed to take place here. 

Specific places where freedom camping should be prohibited / restricted 

There are a number of specific locations where freedom camping should not take place. These 

include: 

● Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park 

● Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

● Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront 

● Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

● Karekare Road parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

● Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

● Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

● Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach 

● Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

● French Bay Carparks, Titirangi 

● Little Huia Huia Road 

● Titirangi Beach carparks 
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● McEldowney Road / Paturoa Road junction at entrance to Davies Bay 

● South Titirangi Road Jenkins Bay boat ramp carparks 

● Herrings Cove carparks, Titirangi 

● Godley Road end, Titirangi 

● Arama Ave road end, Titirangi 

● Arapito Road end, Titirangi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Submission: Freedom Camping Bylaw

1 December 2021

From: Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association
Contact: Dr Mels Barton, Chair
PO Box 60-203, Titirangi, Auckland 0642
09 816 8337 / 021 213 7779
melsbarton@gmail.com

Thank you for the opportunity to present the Titirangi Residents & Ratepayers Association
(TRRA)’s submission on Freedom Camping Bylaw.

This submission is made by The Titirangi Residents and Ratepayers Association, a non-profit
incorporated society formed in 1987 to promote and represent the interests of ratepayers and
residents in the Titirangi area. The Association can be traced back to the 1920s when an
unincorporated society is recorded as lobbying Council regarding roads.

The Freedom Camping Act says a local authority can prohibit or restrict freedom camping:

1. To protect an area
2. To protect the health and safety of people who visit the area
3. To protect access to the area.

The new bylaw makes Council-owned land everywhere in the region available for freedom
camping with the following exceptions:

● Land held under the Reserves Act – this covers most local parks
● All regional parks
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Places specifically “prohibited” or “restricted” which are listed in the bylaw. There are only 3
prohibited places specified in the draft bylaw for Waitakere Ranges – Lopdell grounds, Sandys
Parade (Laingholm), entrance to Goldies Bush, Te Henga.

This means that freedom camping can occur in the following places:

● Any road reserve, pull-off space or parking area in the road reserve
● Parks and land held under the Local Government Act.

Key Points:

The Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area is protected by law because of the special and nationally
significant features that the local authority is obliged to “protect and enhance”.

These features include (among others):
“Its terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems of prominent indigenous character”
“The different classes of landforms and landscapes”
“The coastal areas”
“The naturally functioning streams”
“The quietness and darkness of the Waitakere Ranges and the coastal parts of the area”
“The eastern foothills”

The Association submits that these features will be threatened by allowing freedom camping to
take place on road reserves, parks and other public land within the Heritage Area. We therefore
submit that the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited area under
reason (1) To protect an area in the bylaw.

There are already a number of designated camping areas and campsites within the Heritage
Area that are sufficient to service visitors to the area and have the necessary facilities to ensure
that damage to the heritage features does not take place. They are very reasonably priced and
accessible to everyone.

The survival of these campsites will be economically threatened by allowing freedom camping to
take place within the Heritage Area. Camping is a seasonal business and thanks to the
additional stresses of Covid for the last two years they have been pushed to the brink. Our
communities need these businesses to thrive. Allowing freedom camping will not achieve this
and will put additional pressure on public facilities such as toilets, parking and beach access
that is unsustainable. There are already a number of specifically identified locations within the
Heritage Area where freedom camping can take place and is controlled. This should continue.

Lighting fires, leaving rubbish, using the environment as a toilet, washing
clothes/dishes/themselves and taking water from public toilet blocks (that depend on roof water
to function) are currently problems that freedom campers cause and this has been well
documented in the media with examples from all over the country. We do not need these to
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proliferate within the Heritage Area. Fire is a constant and significant threat to the bush and
communities of the Waitakere Ranges.
We therefore submit that the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited
area under reason (2) To protect the health and safety of people who visit the area under the
bylaw.

Many of the places in the Heritage Area are already under significant pressure from the number
of day visitors. It is normal for all beach parking spaces to be fully occupied during summer
weekends at places like Piha and Karekare. Allowing freedom camping to block up parking
spaces for 2 nights at a time (and the days in between) is going to make access to our special
places impossible for many day visitors and this is totally unreasonable. It will have knock on
effects for residents, congestion and safety due to displacement of parking to less suitable
locations. Many of the roads in the Waitakere Ranges are narrow and winding and there will be
a danger to other road users if freedom campers pull off and use the road reserve to camp.
We therefore submit that the entire Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area should be a prohibited
area under reason (3) To protect access to the area under the bylaw.

We are particularly concerned about freedom camping taking place at the ends of the many
small residential streets in Titirangi. Most of these end in the bush or at a beach and are
therefore attractive places for freedom campers. All of the problems listed above are a risk if
freedom camping is allowed to take place here.

Specific places where freedom camping should be prohibited / restricted
There are a number of specific locations where freedom camping should not take place. These
include:

● Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park
● Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront
● Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront
● Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road
● Karekare Road parking area at beach (partly road reserve)
● Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track
● Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area
● Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach
● Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track
● French Bay Carparks, Titirangi
● Little Huia Huia Road
● Titirangi Beach carparks
● McEldowney Road / Paturoa Road junction at entrance to Davies Bay
● South Titirangi Road Jenkins Bay boat ramp carparks
● Herrings Cove carparks, Titirangi
● Godley Road end, Titirangi
● Arama Ave road end, Titirangi
● Arapito Road end, Titirangi
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● Mahoe Road end, Titirangi
● Aydon Road end, Titirangi
● Okewa Road end, Titirangi
● The Parade road end, Titirangi
● Valley Road end, Titirangi
● Opou Road end, Titirangi
● Woodbay Road end, Titirangi
● Inaka Place road end, Titirangi
● Lancewood Ave road end, Titirangi
● Rangiwai Road end, Titirangi
● The Drive road end, Titirangi
● Westridge Road end, Titirangi
● Valley View Road end, Titirangi
● Tainui Road end, Titirangi
● Boylan Road end, Titirangi
● York Road end, Titirangi
● Jays Road end, Titirangi
● Sylvan Valley Ace road end, Titirangi
● Minnehaha Ave road end, Titirangi
● Landing Road end, Titirangi
● Helios Place road end, Titirangi
● Deirdre Place road end, Titirangi
● Fawcett Road end, Titirangi
● Brownie Road end, Titirangi
● Janet Place road end, Titirangi
● Exhibition Drive Titirangi (both ends)
● Tawini Road end, Titirangi
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1527 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Te Henga (Bethells Beach) - Area of Concern: The area that this submission refers to is Bethells Road extending from 
Tasman View Road through the Coastal Settlement Zone adjacent to Te Henga Park to the road end at Te Henga 
(Bethells beach).  

Action requested: Amendment of the bylaw to prohibit Freedom Camping along the Bethells Road from Tasman View 
Road to road end at Te Henga (Bethells Beach).   

Justification: The proposed by-law does not place any limits on the number of vehicles that may occupy an area, nor the 
period within which camping may occur. Instead, it relies on the physical limitations for parking as the defacto moderator 
of scale and assumes only periodic use.  

The Freedom Camping Act provides for a local authority to prohibit or restrict freedom camping to: 

1) Protect an area 

2) Protect access to the area. 

Prohibition of freedom camping in the specified area is justified based on these conditions as outlined below.  

1. To protect an area - the proposed by-law provides inadequate protection of the unique natural, landscape 
cultural, historic, and community features of the area.  

The proposed bylaw relies on the physical limitations for parking as the defacto moderator of impacts due to scale and 
assumes only periodic use. Neither measure is realistic for the Te Henga (Bethells Beach) given:- 

(a) the lack of defined boundaries and barriers between existing reserves, private properties, and the road reserve and 

(b) the proximity of the area to the metropolitan area and the extremely high popularity of the area for locals and tourists.  
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Freedom Camping is currently not permitted in the Te Henga Park and it is presumed that this status will continue as per 
Council’s notice that camping restrictions in parks will not be affected.   

It has always been assumed that the park includes the roadside verge along Bethells Road which boarders the reserve. 
Indeed, Council Rangers have previously acted to move along campers who were in breach of this. However, the 
boundary and status of the road reserve is unclear, as are the boundaries between residential properties and the road. 
This is in keeping with the low-density development of the coastal village. There are also no footpaths in this area to 
define the road area. Should the Bethells Road verge bordering the park be deemed roadside reserve, Freedom 
Camping will be permitted in this area. 

Under the currently proposed bylaw, camperans could line both sides of Bethells road between the southern boundary of 
the park and the entrance to the carpark. Notwithstanding the potential encroachment onto private property, the density 
of Freedom Camping along this strip would be far greater than is currently allowed under residential development rules 
for the adjoining coastal village (based on a conservative estimate of parking, up to 15+ camper vans could be sited 
along an area of roadside bounded by less than 10 residential dwellings). 

The effect would be equivalent to adding a row of high-density housing to the border between the coastal development 
and Te Henga Park.  

To say that the current demand for Freedom Camping does not support this scenario is unreasonable because camping 
is currently not permitted and this status is informally managed by locals (with assistance of the Ranger as required). 

To the contrary, it could reasonably be expected that allowing Freedom Camping would see a rapid and dramatic influx 
of campers within a very short period due to the wide-reaching impact of social media. Evidence for this can been seen 
in the huge rise in day-trippers to the Te Henga and Lake Wainamu areas which have become highly popularised on 
social media sites.  

Te Henga (Bethells Beach) and its associated rural coastal settlement lie within the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. 
The preamble to the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act (2008) recognises the special character of this area and 
provides for the built environment to be subservient to the natural environment and for the dark and quiet to be protected. 
While large numbers of day visitors visit the area, often exceeding parking capacity, night-time quiet and darkness is 
preserved by controls on residential development and non-residential activities. Such controls are outlined in the Local 
Area Plan (LAP) for Te Henga Bethells Beach and the Waitakere River Valley. Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. 
(Adopted October 2015).  

The Unitary Plan also includes provisions relating to residential development and non-residential . These are designed to 
ensure that these activities do not compromise the natural landscape historic and community features of the area. For 
example, See H2.3 Policies:- 

(1) Require minimum site sizes and limit the scale and intensity of development for un-serviced sites to ensure that: 
(b) development will be in keeping with any landscape qualities or natural features. 

(4) Require development to be of a height and bulk and have sufficient setbacks and open space to maintain and 
complement the rural and coastal built character of the area. 

(7) Enable non-residential activities that: (b) are in keeping with the scale and intensity of development anticipated within 
the zone; and (c.) avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on residential amenity; 

If residential development is constrained to protect the natural and amenity features of this area, then it follows that non-
residential activities should also be managed to the same degree. Allowing freedom camping, constrained only by the 
physical limitations of parking, is inconsistent with the existing controls in place for this area. Highly predictable adverse 
effects would include increased night-time noise from human activities (including use of generators) and increased light 
pollution.  

2). Protect access to the area – Freedom Camping will reduce access for day-time visitors at a ratio of up to 1:10.  

Parking for day-trippers is now regularly reaching and exceeding capacity, with overflow resulting in dangerous and 
inconsiderate parking – the effects of which are damage to roadside plantings, narrowing of the road to one-lane in parts, 
loss of safe pedestrian access, and dangerous conditions for cyclists.  

Allowing Te Henga Bethells Beach to become a destination for Freedom Camping would see an even further reduction of 
available parking for day-trippers and would deny a greater number of people access to this amenity. The ratio of 
campers to day-trippers could be as high as 1:10. For example, a moderately sized 2-berth camper van (2 person 
occupancy) parked for maximum stay of 2 nights and a morning would occupy at least 2 carparks/day. Assuming a 
turnover rate for day-tripper carparks of 2 cars/day, a single campervan could displace 4 day-tripper vehicles/day and up 
to 10 vehicles for the duration of stay – say a weekend.  
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Allowing 1 party to occupy space that then denies access to 10 others is unreasonable.  

A “wait and see” approach to regulation is unjustified and inappropriate given the special status and sensitivity of this 
area. 

A “wait and see” approach is not appropriate for the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area. In promulgation of the Act, the 
adverse effects from intensification activities have already been identified and deemed unacceptable. To now await and 
require proof of adverse effects is equivalent to revisiting the underlying purpose of the Act. 

Notwithstanding this, and the requirement for campervans to be self-contained under the bylaw, issues frequently occur 
with the even small number of freedom campers that use the area albeit illegally. These include use of the roadside 
areas as lavatories, using public facilities for ablutions and laundry adding to water use, and discharging waste-tanks in 
the public walking areas. It is noted that there are no waste pump-out facilities within 25 kms of this community.  

In Summary – amendment of the bylaw to prohibit Freedom Camping along Bethells Road from Tasman View Road to 
road end at Te Henga (Bethells Beach) is necessary and justified to protect the special character of the area while 
ensuring wide community access to the public spaces within Te Henga and the Waitakere Regional Park. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1547 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - We recommend that the Piha beach car park be designated a prohibited space for Freedom campers. 

Our recommendation is based on the consistently heavy to extremely heavy level of use this car park gets already on 
any given day, by day hikers, surfers, fishers and beach goers in general. Over the Summer months, the car park is 
invariably full or close to full most of the day -from dawn till late in to the evening. 

The road becomes a clogged slow moving precession of vehicles all looking for that elusive car park. Recently I’m noting 
more often that the roundabout at the end of Marine Parade is clogged with illegally parked cars (yellow lines) – even 
blocking the gate to the beach 

To allow Freedom Campers to park in the car park will simply exacerbate what is already an over worked facility. It will 
further restrict what is a very limited availability of parking for these other users- with the nearest car park being some 
walk away back next to the lagoon 

Given the internationally iconic nature and reputation of the beach-in the event that campers were allowed, we would 
fully expect to have campers parked up in the car park continuously throughout the year- which would result in a severe 
curtailment of enjoyment of the beach by a much larger group of current users- to the benefit of a relatively few number 
of privileged users in large motor homes. We suggest they park up next to the lagoon at the camping ground – off the 
road and out of the way 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 



#1548 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in: Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety because of lack of running water, lack of 
rubbish facilities, lack of security.  

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes damage and native vegetation 
damage. Increase in dogs which harms our bird life. Rubbish pollution in environmental sanctuaries will increase. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest will help spread kauri dieback with increased foot traffic and saturation of 
people.  

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors and locals. 
And create unhealthy clustering in high volume areas.  

5. This area already receives a very high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot handle more 
visitors who will take parking space, block roads, use water, leave rubbish. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, so this is an added 
burden to an already summer saturated situation.  It will need parking wardens and road safety will be compromised.  

7. There is already provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is the 
perfect solution to avoiding all the other issues mentioned in my submission. 

8. We are in a pandemic and if this is about a lack of housing freedom camping is no answer. It opens up to a host of 
other health issues like the spreading of the virus and transient people with no community incentives to act in the 
interests of place and people.  
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9. Garden road is a wahi Tapu and it contains very old heritage trees that need conscious communities. Freedom 
camping will compromise this.  

10. Without support systems for managing freedom camping the toll and management will fall on locals. This is unviable.  

11. Freedom camping isn’t free, there's a cost to the community, the environment and it encourages living in your car 
which we need to help families get out of not more deeply into.  

12. Designated freedom camping area is way more sensible, practical and manageable. Please think harder before 
setting off a whole host of other issues. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I would like to comment on the proposed options for campervans at Piha and other Westcoast beaches .  

Campervans  overnighting on the beach front was brought in at very scenic Anzac Bay by western bay of plenty council . 
It has since been abandoned because of their impact on the ambience and beauty of the bay and beach . 

 Campervans are white and are a taller and larger than any car . They dominate physically and visually .Even more so 
when there are numbers of them . 

Many of Piha’s residents look down from homes to the sea . Cars being small have very little impact. .  

 The other point I would like you to consider is that many busy days at Piha , every car park is important and two 
campers are probably equivalent to three or four cars .  

 Given these factors parking over night , cars or vans , on the beach front should not be permitted to allow fair access to 
the beach for everyone . 

 I  therefore recommend that campervans only be allowed overnight  in camping grounds at the west coast beaches. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I propose the following places be added to the prohibited list: 

Lake Wainamu car park, the adjacent Te Henga walkway carpark, also the Bethells Beach car park which all fall under 
the Waitakere Ranges Heritage area.  

My reasons for wanting these areas added to the prohibited list are: 

1. These areas are under massive strain with hundreds of cars trying to park here on a busy weekend day already. 
Parking is limited. 

When we have large vehicles like campervans (or buses or trucks) it puts even more pressure on the limited car parking 
for these unique heritage areas, blocking day trippers.  

2. We don't have safe pedestrian walkways linking our subdivisions and the lake/beach, this means visitors and locals 
use the road to weave in and out of traffic and parked cars to get places, encouraging campervans to also park here 
would add to a situation that is already really unsafe. 

3. The Lake Wainamu carpark is used as a turning bay for large vehicles - the only place for large vehicles to turn around 
in this whole area. This was used thoroughly by Fulton Hogan in September this year (2021) for works after enormous 
flood damage to this area (See image B for birds eye of this small car park). 

4. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety (if they are toileting in the bush because 
their campervan isn't actually contained or toilet working, if they are leaving their rubbish, if they are starting campfires, if 
they are noisy into the night). 

5. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation (more 
visitors to the area in general and more people roaming around the area as they 'live' there for a few days). 

6. This area already receives huge visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot accommodate 
more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 
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7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, and freedom camping 
will make this worse. 

8. Our community have stepped in to help manage these areas as Auckland Council and Auckland Transport don't have 
the resources for the sheer volume of visitors to places like Te Henga/Bethells Beach in a growing Auckland, for example 
we have been told to phone AT if we need Parking Officers, despite numerous requests Bethells/Te Henga isn't on the 
regular weekend route for Parking Officers, they come if called but usually come out hours later when the issues have 
cleared.  

Situations like these don't give us a lot of hope that we will have management of Freedom Camping areas and feel it will 
fall to our community to help manage as we are with parking & traffic flow.  

I would also like the following places added due to most of the tracks in the Waitakere ranges being closed due to Kauri 
Dieback, travel being restricted due to Covid and massive subdivisions going in around West Auckland, these natural 
areas are already at breaking point and the council have given no evidence that they will support the management of 
freedom campers in these places already under strain: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park  

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront  

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach  

French Bay French Bay Carparks  

Little Huia, Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 

Please see below photograghs attached of the already congested parking at Piha most weekends 

 

 



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1558



#1560 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I'm a resident at Piha and have lived my whole life on the black sands of this beach. I'm writing to ask that Piha be 
protected from the Freedom Camping by-law because our environment and infrastructure are already overwhelmed. We 
have a perfectly good campground located in the middle of the rohe and a business owner that needs support, not for 
people to be given the option to camp for free, stress the already under pressure infrastructure and cause degradation of 
the environment. 

My experience of campervans on the beachfront at Piha is that campers use the dunes as a toilet because the facilities 
are closed, leave toilet paper strewn in the dunes and on the footpaths and rubbish accumulates around the bins.  

Not only do the human residents of this Heritage Area need dark, quiet nights but so do our precious and unique wildlife, 
including the dotterels and the penguins.  

It's for these reasons that we ask that Piha be exempt from the Freedom Camping by-law. This destination is too 
precious and already under extreme pressure from human activities. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in the road reserves in the Te 
Henga/Bethells area, including the Lake Wainamu Carpark, Te Henga Walkway Carpark and Bethells Beach Carpark. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. This area already receives high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot accommodate 
more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, and freedom camping 
will make this worse. 

7.There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1566 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I propose the following places be added to the prohibited list: 

Lake Wainamu car park, the adjacent Te Henga walkway carpark, also the Bethells Beach car park which all fall under 
the Waitakere Ranges Heritage area.  

A group of local Bethells community members volunteered our time every weekend and public holiday from New Years 
Day to Easter weekend 2021 to help guide visitors to park in the right places, help traffic flow and answer visitor queries 
(about the toilets, cell phone reception, parking, location of dunes/lake/te henga walkway), call emergency services for 
accidents on the dunes, pick up rubbish, put up informational signs etc. 

This group was formed due to the volume of visitors and the lack of management of these areas which meant people 
were parking anywhere they liked, traffic jams on the road meant emergency vehicles couldn't get through, rubbish left, 
cars broken into, dogs in no dog zones.  

I am one of those volunteers so we have first hand knowledge of what the parking and visitor behaviour is like. 

My reasons for wanting these areas added to the prohibited list are: 

1.     These areas are under massive strain with hundreds of cars trying to park here on a busy weekend day already. 
Parking is limited. 

When we have large vehicles like campervans (or buses or trucks) it puts even more pressure on the limited car parking 
for these unique heritage areas, blocking day trippers.  

2. We don't have safe pedestrian walkways linking our subdivisions and the lake/beach, this means visitors and locals 
use the road to weave in and out of traffic and parked cars to get places, encouraging campervans to also park here 
would add to a situation that is already really unsafe (see image A). 
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3. The Lake Wainamu carpark is used as a turning bay for large vehicles - the only place for large vehicles to turn around 
in this whole area. This was used thoroughly by Fulton Hogan in September this year (2021) for works after enormous 
flood damage to this area (See image B for birds eye of this small car park). 

4. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety (if they are toileting in the bush because 
their campervan isn't actually contained or toilet working, if they are leaving their rubbish, if they are starting campfires, if 
they are noisy into the night). 

5.     Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation (more 
visitors to the area in general and more people roaming around the area as they 'live' there for a few days). 

6.     This area already receives huge visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot accommodate 
more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 

7.     There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, and freedom 
camping will make this worse (see image C) 

8. Our community have stepped in to help manage these areas as  Auckland Council and Auckland Transport don't have 
the resources for the sheer volume of visitors to places like Te Henga/Bethells Beach in a growing Auckland, for example 
we have been told to phone AT if we need Parking Officers, despite numerous requests Bethells/Te Henga isn't on the 
regular weekend route for Parking Officers, they come if called but usually come out hours later when the issues have 
cleared. I have recently put a complaint through regarding Parking Officers coming out and then for some reason not 
ticketing vehicles that are clearly on yellow lines (REF CAS-463702-N9F9J3).  

Situations like these don't give us a lot of hope that we will have management of Freedom Camping areas and feel it will 
fall to our community to help manage as we are with parking & traffic flow. 

I would also like the following places added due to most of the tracks in the Waitakere ranges being closed due to Kauri 
Dieback, travel being restricted due to Covid and massive subdivisions going in around West Auckland, these natural 
areas are already at breaking point and the council have given no evidence that they will support the management of 
freedom campers in these places already under strain: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park  

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront  

Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve)  

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track  

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach  

French Bay French Bay Carparks  

Little Huia Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1568 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I am a resident of Piha for over 20 years and am making this submission regarding the proposed Freedom 
Camping bylaw. These comments are based on my own personal experience of what I have witnessed over the years, 
and my concern for allowing freedom camping in Piha without enforced restrictions, or a total ban in some places. 

Campers defecating on the whenua is a persistent issue. Campers also use showers in changing sheds to wash - and 
use hand basins to wash clothes and dishes. This is unhygienic and also reduces the water supply in places which 
depend on roof water.  

I have personally witnessed freedom campers taking up public space for the personal use of the campers - using the 
public space to spread out camping gear, hang out the laundry and also light fires. I have politely requested one van of 
freedom campers to extinguish burners during the summer months when it has been particularly dry. 

The beachfront carpark has been taken up with large camper vehicles using two spaces. During the peak periods and 
with day trippers, this has been particularly frustrating especially when heading down to the beach to surf. It is not 
unusual for the carparks to be full on weekends, public holidays and during the summer period. 

There is a campground on Piha Domain, however the Piha Domain has experienced a reduction in size by flooding 
issues. Allowing freedom camping for two nights in all the carparks on the beachfront will have a major impact on the 
viability of the very long-standing and valued Piha Campground which currently provides access to the beaches and 
parks to a wide range of visitors. Some might argue that with money saved on campground fees, could contribute to 
other establishments in the community. I have yet to see any evidence to back up this argument.  

I would like to submit the following locations have a total ban on freedom camping: 

Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road local park 

Marine Parade North carparks on beachfront 

Marine Parade South carparks on beachfront 
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Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

Karekare Road Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

Anawhata Road entrance to Rose Track and White Track 

Anawhata Road northern end, end of road parking area 

Te Henga Bethells Road northern end carpark at beach 

Bethells Road entrance to Lake Wainamu Track 

French Bay French Bay Carparks 

Little Huia Huia Road 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I live at Piha, and am worried about plans to let campervans park on the roadsides and carparks here.  

Firstly, on sunny days there is often little or no room for day visitors to park. It doesn't seem fair to let campervans 
prevent day trippers from West Auckland, and elsewhere, coming here for a day. 

Also, I'm really worried about the effects of more people on the threatened dotterels, penguins and other birds. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - Please may I add my humble opinion to the debate over whether or not freedom camping should be allowed at 
Piha. 

I think NO. 

Piha has a relatively small available area for public parking and access to the beaches-only 4 formed carparks, the 
grassed area of the Domain and along the foreshore. On any fine weekend these areas are packed with day trippers' 
cars and surfers.  

There have been issues with access to driveways, and rubbish overflowing bins and left on the ground. I can imagine the 
state of the toilets after a busy day. 

There would be even more pressure on the flat areas adjacent to the beach if campers were added to the mix. These are 
right in front of people's homes. 

There is a lovely Council-owned campground at the heart of Piha. The leasee has struggled to make a livelihood over the 
past few years, with first a restriction of the available area because of the floodplain designation, and then Covid-19 
closing down the tourism. Allowing freedom campers in the same vicinity will further erode this business and possibly 
cause unemployment for camp staff. 

Also, the Camp Manager has put in place a Vaccine Pass policy for campers in order to protect the community.  

Similar controls could not be placed on freedom campers, adding to the vulnerability of our small community. 

There is nothing to stop freedom campers for staying for weeks in the area, as long as they move pitches every three 
days. Last time we had freedom camping here there was an element of people who were permanently living in their 
vehicles, along with their uncontrolled dogs. I wouldn't want to see that again. 
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Lastly the interpretation of self-contained vehicles is questionable. Even if there is a portable toilet in the van, who would 
use it given the opportunity of a public toilet or behind the bushes, knowing you would have to deal with the contents 
yourself eventually?  

I hope these points can be taken into consideration. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 

Please see below photograghs attached of the already congested parking at Piha most weekends 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
these reserves in Piha, Kare Kare, snd Anawhata, from the intersection of Piha road with the Senic Drive.  My reasons 
are. 

1.  Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2.  F.C already causes damage and risk to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation.  

3.  F.C in road reserves within forests could cause kauri dieback. 

4.  F.C at beachfronts snd entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5.  The west coast and parklands are 

already full from people from Auckland and further afield at full capacity from overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking 
driveways, and car parks full from first thing in the morning. 

6.  The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows for parking for days on end. 

7.  There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles, such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles.  Freedom 
campers will make this worse. 

8.  There is provision for camping by campervans within the National Park, and camping grounds, so there is no need to 
provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in: 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety because of lack of running water, lack of 
rubbish facilities, lack of security.  

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes damage and native vegetation 
damage. Increase in dogs which harms our bird life. Rubbish pollution in environmental sanctuaries will increase. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest will help spread kauri dieback with increased foot traffic and saturation of 
people.  

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors and locals. 
And create unhealthy clustering in high volume areas.  

5. This area already receives a very high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot handle more 
visitors who will take parking space, block roads, use water, leave rubbish. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, so this is a added 
burden to a already summer saturated situation. It will need parking wardens and road safety will be compromised.  

7. There is already provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is the 
perfect solution to avoiding all the other issues mentioned in my submission. 
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8. We are in a pandemic and if this is about a lack of housing freedom camping is no answer. It opens up to a host of 
other health issues like the spreading of the virus and transient people with no community incentives to act in the 
interests of place and people.  

9. Garden road is a wahi Tapu and it contains very old heritage trees that need conscious communities. Freedom 
camping will compromise this.  

10. Without support systems for managing freedom camping the toll and management will fall on locals. This is unviable.  

11. Freedom camping isn’t free there’s a cost to the community, the environment and it encourages living in your car 
which we need to help families get out of not more deeply into.  

12. Designated freedom camping area is way more sensible, practical and manageable. Please think harder before 
setting off a whole host of other issues. 

13 In Piha there is a very limited number of carparks both side of the road and domain for one day beach goers if 
freedom campers are permitted to park along the sides of roads there'll be even fewer parking spaces for both locals and 
one day visitors to the beach 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1.            Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2.            Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3.            Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4.            Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5.            The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6.            The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7.            There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8.            There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1588 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  



#1588 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with overflowing 
rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 

 

 

 

 



#1589 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the Piha and Karekare areas. 

• Piha Wetland, 42 Seaview Road, local park 

• Marine Parade North, carparks on beachfront 

• Marine Parade South, carparks on beachfront 

• Glen Esk Road, eastern end carpark at end of road 

• Karekare Road, Parking area at beach (partly road reserve) 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. Campers using the dunes and bush 
as lavatories has been a persistent issue. Campers also use showers in the toilet blocks to wash and I have witnessed 
the use of hand basins to wash clothes and dishes. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves is an obstruction to the natural environment for which locals and visitors 
enjoy. It is urbanisation, we want to protect the natural values, remoteness and wilderness of the Ranges. Piha, 
KareKare and anywhere of remote beauty. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors and 
locals. I have witnessed Freedom campers set up their tables and chairs beside their campers. I have also witnessed 
very large vehicles taking up a lot of space. The car parks at Piha are under capacity for the amount of visitor as it 
stands. 



#1589 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 5 of 6920 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity with visitors from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full. 

6. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and the Piha campground is well facilitated 
for all campers, so it is not necessary to provide further sites. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - I just wanted to have my opposition to the proposed changes to freedom camping in Piha noted. 

I have seen first hand the disruption some (currenty) ileagal overnight campers have caused including the following: 

Littering, damage to fragile dunes and surrounding pathways by vehicles and foot traffic. Human waste. Dogs on the 
beach in the prohibited areas putting penguins at risk. Loud music into the night. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in: 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety because of lack of running water, lack of 
rubbish facilities, lack of security.  

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes damage and native vegetation 
damage. Increase in dogs which harms our bird life. Rubbish pollution in environmental sanctuaries will increase. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest will help spread kauri dieback with increased foot traffic and saturation of 
people.  

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors and locals. 
And create unhealthy clustering in high volume areas.  

5. This area already receives a very high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot handle more 
visitors who will take parking space, block roads, use water, leave rubbish. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, so this is a added 
burden to a already summer saturated situation. It will need parking wardens and road safety will be compromised.  

7. There is already provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is the 
perfect solution to avoiding all the other issues mentioned in my submission. 
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8. We are in a pandemic and if this is about a lack of housing freedom camping is no answer. It opens up to a host of 
other health issues like the spreading of the virus and transient people with no community incentives to act in the 
interests of place and people.  

9. Garden road is a wahi Tapu and it contains very old heritage trees that need conscious communities. Freedom 
camping will compromise this.  

10. Without support systems for managing freedom camping the toll and management will fall on locals. This is unviable.  

11. Freedom camping isn’t free there’s a cost to the community, the environment and it encourages living in your car 
which we need to help families get out of not more deeply into.  

12. Designated freedom camping area is way more sensible, practical and manageable. Please think harder before 
setting off a whole host of other issues. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I am against the proposal for the following reasons: 

1. We have a campground. This business will likely go out of business if freedom camping is permitted. I have heard 
arguments from freedom campers such as "since we aren't paying camping fees we can support the community at the 
cafe and the store". If one can afford to shop at the cafe and store, wouldn't it be better to support the local campground 
and bring their own food, rather than generate more income for the store and cafe and take that away from the 
campground?  

2. We don't have enough facilities in Piha to cope with day trippers let alone overstayers. How will council cope with this 
extra influx? Are you aware of the instances when people have defacated in the dunes and left toilet paper behind?  

3. Rubbish. Piha bins are overflowing and day trippers are leaving rubbish on the ground to blow away. How will the 
council cope with the extra influx of rubbish caused by campers? In addition to this, I noticed Anawhata is included in the 
freedom camping spots. Anawhata is not easy to access by any means, how can you ensure visitors will take their 
rubbish with them, or what is Council proposing to collect this rubbish from the beach and remove it? 

4. Parking. There is not enough parking for day trippers. How will the council combat this, as well as campervans 
clogging up the carparks for two nights in each spot not allowing space for day trippers? 

5. Ratepayers pay rates and these help to maintain facilities in Piha. Does this mean our rates will go up to cope with the 
extra strain on facilities by freedom campers? If they do not go up, I struggle to see how Ratepayers should be forced to 
have people who aren't contributing using facilities and parking directly in front of homes. If the freedom camping 
proposal is successful I will be requesting a rates rebate. 

6. Restrictions. As I understand it, people can stay in one spot for 2 nights, then move to another spot, and so on. This 
comes back to the parking, rates and rubbish issues. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Waitākere Ranges Protection Society 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I am writing on behalf of the Waitakere Ranges Protection Society (WRPS) to submit on the Freedom Camping in 
Vehicles Bylaw (Bylaw) prepared by Auckland Council. We want to emphasize the importance of the following points in 
regards to the recent proposed changes to the Freedom Camping Bylaw:- The WRHA is of local, regional and national 
significance due to its unique heritage features which include the prominent indigenous character of its terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystems - Visitor numbers are growing and there is growing concern that unless appropriately managed may 
be to the detriment of other heritage features; ecosystems, wilderness, historic heritage values. - Freedom camping is of 
particular concern in the WRHA. Currently there isn’t effective management of increased visitor recreational use of the 
WRHA, including campers, and the impact that increased freedom camping would have is a huge threat to the 
environment. - We do not see how freedom camping could be effectively managed and monitored in 

a way that wouldn’t have a negative impact on the heritage area. The concerns years and have not improved.- The 
health and wellbeing of the heritage area, its ecological importance and fragility, must be prioritised over recreational use 
such as freedom camping that poses a significant negative impact.- We strongly consider that the WRHA is not a 
suitable place to allow for freedom camping of any kind, in any area that falls within the heritage area. Background on the 
WRPS The WRPS was incorporated in 1973. Its purpose is the conservation and protection of the Waitakere Ranges 
and to oppose any activity that may threaten or adversely affect the natural environment in the area, including the coastal 
and marine environment. WRPS and its members are strong advocates for the conservation and protection of the natural 
environment of the Waitakere Ranges and WRPS was one of the key groups promoting the concept of the Waitakere 
Ranges Heritage Area (WRHA) for 35 years before it was achieved through an Act of Parliament in 2008. The heritage 
area was put in place to recognise the areas national, regional and local significance, and to promote the protection and 
enhancement of its heritage features for present and future generations. 

Introduction The WRPS welcomes the opportunity to comment on the bylaw. Freedom camper numbers are growing in 
New Zealand and obviously pose a concern for the WRHA. We understand that there are limited spaces in the Auckland 
Region for freedom camping and currently not enough to meet demand. We also understand the difficult position that 
Auckland Council are in trying to balance protecting the interests of the community and environment whilst meeting the 
expectations of tourists and domestic visitors. Auckland’s growing population however means mounting environmental 
pressures and challenges for the WRHA. Visitor numbers are growing and there is growing concern that unless 
appropriately managed may be to the detriment of other heritage features; ecosystems, wilderness, historic heritage 
values. The WRHA is of local, regional and national significance due to its unique heritage features which include the 
prominent indigenous character of its terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. The WRHA contains approximately 27,720 
hectares of indigenous forest making it one of the largest blocks of continuous indigenous vegetation remaining in 
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Auckland. Two of the most significant wetlands in Auckland are also located within the heritage area at Te Henga / 
Bethells Beach and Whatipu.Detailed submission Freedom camping is of particular concern in the WRHA. Currently 
there isn’t effective management of increased visitor recreational use of the WRHA, including campers, and the impact 
that increased freedom camping would have is a huge threat to the environment. We do not see how freedom camping 
could be effectively managed and monitored in a way that 

wouldn’t have a negative impact on the heritage area. The health and wellbeing of the use such as freedom camping that 
poses a significant negative impact. Offensive behaviour by campers can include leaving rubbish, taking over public 
spaces, blocking views, making noise, using bushes and dunes as toilets, and damaging the environment. These 
concerns have been consistent over the years and have not improved. 

For these reasons we strongly consider that the WRHA is not a suitable place to allow for freedom camping of any kind. 
We support and are pleased to see that freedom camping in vehicles has been prohibited at the sites listed in Schedule 
1 for the Waitakere Local Board Area. However those three areas are simply not enough; we would like to see a blanket 
approach completely prohibiting freedom camping across the WRHA because of the ecological importance and 
vulnerability of the area. The WRHA is overall a sensitive location of high ecological, and heritage importance, and this is 
not recognised or protected for by 

this proposed bylaw. While we consider that most visitors will be respectful and follow the rules, adhering to the signs 
displayed at each site, not all visitors will do so. Enforcement will therefore be 

important to ensure compliance with the bylaw and avoid the risk of damage to the community and wider environment. 
We understand that the scope of the bylaw is limited to 

vehicles and does not address camping in tents. The issues of freedom camping in tents go hand in hand with those of 
freedom camping in vehicles. Equally we hope that Auckland Council enforcement officers enforce the Freedom 
Camping Act 2011 which makes it an offence for freedom campers to leave rubbish, human waste,and damage the area 
of the environment, as we understand that because central 

government has already legislated these rules that they are not included in the bylaw. See attachment for more info 
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PO Box 15-668, New Lynn, Auckland 0640 

Anna Maria Fomison 
President WRPS 
PO Box 15668  
Auckland 0640 

president@waitakereranges.org.nz 

5 December 2021 

Freedom Camping Bylaw 

Auckland Council 

freedomcampingbylaw@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz	

I am writing on behalf of the Waitakere Ranges Protection Society (WRPS) to submit on the 
Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw (Bylaw) prepared by Auckland Council.  

We want to emphasize the importance of the following points in regards to the recent 
proposed changes to the Freedom Camping Bylaw: 

- The WRHA is of local, regional and national significance due to its unique heritage
features which include the prominent indigenous character of its terrestrial and
aquatic ecosystems

- Visitor numbers are growing and there is growing concern that unless appropriately
managed may be to the detriment of other heritage features; ecosystems,
wilderness, historic heritage values.

- Freedom camping is of particular concern in the WRHA. Currently there isn’t effective
management of increased visitor recreational use of the WRHA, including campers,
and the impact that increased freedom camping would have is a huge threat to the
environment.

- We do not see how freedom camping could be effectively managed and monitored in
a way that wouldn’t have a negative impact on the heritage area. The concerns
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around the negative impacts of freedom camping have been consistent over the 
years and have not improved. 

- The health and wellbeing of the heritage area, its ecological importance and fragility, 
must be prioritised over recreational use such as freedom camping that poses a 
significant negative impact. 

- We strongly consider that the WRHA is not a suitable place to allow for freedom 
camping of any kind, in any area that falls within the heritage area. 

 

Background on the WRPS  

The WRPS was incorporated in 1973. Its purpose is the conservation and protection of the 
Waitakere Ranges and to oppose any activity that may threaten or adversely affect the 
natural environment in the area, including the coastal and marine environment.  

WRPS and its members are strong advocates for the conservation and protection of the 
natural environment of the Waitakere Ranges and WRPS was one of the key groups 
promoting the concept of the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area (WRHA) for 35 years before 
it was achieved through an Act of Parliament in 2008. The heritage area was put in place to 
recognise the areas national, regional and local significance, and to promote the protection 
and enhancement of its heritage features for present and future generations.  

Introduction 

The WRPS welcomes the opportunity to comment on the bylaw. Freedom camper numbers 
are growing in New Zealand and obviously pose a concern for the WRHA. We understand 
that there are limited spaces in the Auckland Region for freedom camping and currently not 
enough to meet demand. We also understand the difficult position that Auckland Council are 
in trying to balance protecting the interests of the community and environment whilst meeting 
the expectations of tourists and domestic visitors. Auckland’s growing population however 
means mounting environmental pressures and challenges for the WRHA. Visitor numbers 
are growing and there is growing concern that unless appropriately managed may be to the 
detriment of other heritage features; ecosystems, wilderness, historic heritage values. 

The WRHA is of local, regional and national significance due to its unique heritage features 
which include the prominent indigenous character of its terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. 
The WRHA contains approximately 27,720 hectares of indigenous forest making it one of the 
largest blocks of continuous indigenous vegetation remaining in Auckland. Two of the most 
significant wetlands in Auckland are also located within the heritage area at Te Henga / 
Bethells Beach and Whatipu.  

 

Detailed submission 

Freedom camping is of particular concern in the WRHA. Currently there isn’t effective 
management of increased visitor recreational use of the WRHA, including campers, and the 
impact that increased freedom camping would have is a huge threat to the environment. We 
do not see how freedom camping could be effectively managed and monitored in a way that 
wouldn’t have a negative impact on the heritage area. The health and wellbeing of the 
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heritage area, its ecological importance and fragility, must be prioritised over recreational 
use such as freedom camping that poses a significant negative impact. 
 
Offensive behaviour by campers can include leaving rubbish, taking over public spaces, 
blocking views, making noise, using bushes and dunes as toilets, and damaging the 
environment. These concerns have been consistent over the years and have not improved. 

For these reasons we strongly consider that the WRHA is not a suitable place to allow for 
freedom camping of any kind. We support and are pleased to see that freedom camping in 
vehicles has been prohibited at the sites listed in Schedule 1 for the Waitakere Local Board 
Area. However those three areas are simply not enough; we would like to see a blanket 
approach completely prohibiting freedom camping across the WRHA because of the 
ecological importance and vulnerability of the area. The WRHA is overall a sensitive location 
of high ecological, and heritage importance, and this is not recognised or protected for by 
this proposed bylaw.  

While we consider that most visitors will be respectful and follow the rules, adhering to the 
signs displayed at each site, not all visitors will do so. Enforcement will therefore be 
important to ensure compliance with the bylaw and avoid the risk of damage to the 
community and wider environment. We understand that the scope of the bylaw is limited to 
vehicles and does not address camping in tents. The issues of freedom camping in tents go 
hand in hand with those of freedom camping in vehicles.  

Equally we hope that Auckland Council enforcement officers enforce the Freedom Camping 
Act 2011 which makes it an offence for freedom campers to leave rubbish, human waste, 
and damage the area of the environment, as we understand that because central 
government has already legislated these rules that they are not included in the bylaw.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Anna Maria Fomison 
President 
Waitākere Ranges Protection Society 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Piha Wetland Trust 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha - Incorporated on 11 December 2019, the Piha Wetland Trust was formed by Protect Piha Heritage Society Inc, the 
Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc , the West Coast  Community Arts Trust and the Piha Kids Charitable 
Trust to represent the community in a partnership with Auckland Council for the long-term management of the wetland 
and old schoolhouse situated at 42 Seaview Rd, Piha. The Council had bought this property, which comprises a total of 
1.867ha, from the Ministry of Education with a view to the restoration of the wetland and the building. 

The Site 

Although the Council is proposing that freedom camping is prohibited in parkland held under the Reserves Act, 42 
Seaview Rd is held under the Local Government Act and hence a potential site for freedom camping under the proposed 
bylaw.  

The site is largely wetland,  although there is a grassed area with picnic tables next to the old schoolhouse. There is no 
legal access for vehicles to the site, and vehicles can only reach the grassed area with the permission of the adjacent 
landowner. While the Trust has this permission (as does Auckland Council Regional Parks for the purpose of acccessing 
the Nigel Hanlon Hut) this does not extend to members of the public. However, we imagine that the grassed area, or 
even the roadside adjacent to the entrance to the wetland and schoolhouse, might seem an ideal location by freedom 
campers – near the centre of the village.  We make the point that allowing any vehicles in the roadside area adjacent to 
the old schoolhouse would prevent legitimate access to the wetland site.  

Freedom camping is currently prohibited anywhere in Piha, but it still occurs illegally. Where it does, mostly next to the 
dunes, toilet paper, faeces and general rubbish abound. We know this because the community, working through Pest 
free Piha, have recently removed more than 12,000 lupins from the dunes. We covered the whole dune area and know 
what is there. 

Flooding 

The wetland floods during extreme weather events, when the Piha Stream oveflows its banks. This has occurred three 
times since 2017. Two of these floods were at the night. The Trust is prohibited by the building lease from using the 
schoolhouse at night for this reason. In addition, for the same reason, Auckland Council (regional parks) has prohibited 
camping in the adjacent area to the East that surrounds the Nigel Hanlon Hut. The Council has decided that camping at 
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42 Seaview Road is unsafe and to allow freedom camping there would be anathema, highly irresponsible and totally 
inconsistent with the Council’s approach to the use of the wetland and old schoolhouse. More than that, it would be 
inconsistent with the Freedom Camping Act 2011 itself which requires the Council to be satisfied that freedom camping 
there would not pose a risk to the health and safety of visitors to the area, public access to the area, or the area itself.  

The wetland is across Seaview Road from the Piha Domain and its campground. The area where camping is permitted 
there was recently reduced by the Auckland Council because of flooding risk which has affected its viability, something 
that would be further threatened by permitting freedom camping elsewhere in Piha. The campground is also a place 
where people who might otherwise freedom camp in Piha can stay safely given that a flooding assessment of the site 
has been undertaken .  

Heritage Area 

The Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area Act 2008 acknowledges the national, regional and local significance of the ranges, 
including promoting their protection and heritage features (including natural heritage). This clearly includes the wetland 
which is rare example of a diminishing natural resource within the city, not to mention the rest of New Zealand. The Act 
obliges the Auckland Council to have “particular regard” to the Act when exercising any power in relation to the heritage 
area. That means, all things being equal, environmental protection in the Heritage Area should be prioritised over the rest 
of Auckland. If freedom camping it to be allowed anywhere, it should be in the rest of Auckland, not the Heritage Area. 
Again, given the notorious behaviours of some freedom campers, including toileting, deposit of rubbish, fire-lighting, tree 
damage etc that would threaten the ranges’ natural environment, freedom camping should be prohibited anywhere in the 
heritage area.  

Prohibiting freedom camping in on the wetland site and adjacent areas subject to fIf  our submission above is not 
accepted and freedom camping is to be permitted in Piha, it should be prohibited in the following areas: 

• 42 Seaview Road, Piha, Piha Wetlands 

• 42 Seaview Road Road Reserve 

• 50 Seaview Road, Piha, West Coast Gallery Road Reserve 

• 21 Seaview Road, Piha, Piha Domain, Road Reserve 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Piha Surf Life Saving Club 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. This area already receives high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot 
accommodate more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, and freedom 
camping will make this worse. 

7. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I feel strongly that the current Freedom Camping bylaw, designating areas that allow 
Freedom Camping,  is much more suited to the conditions applying in the Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area than the 
proposed change to allow freedom camping on most road reserves and local park land, as of right. 

1.  I am permanently resident in Piha, so see first hand the pattern of visitor waves. 

In the last few weekends, the carparking spaces on the beach front, from the far south to the far north, have been full, 
sometines by 10am in the morning.  And entrances to park tracks have been equally overwhelmed.  This clearly and 
undeniably demonstrates the huge interest that Auckland's citizens currently have in visiting and enjoying their west 
Coast beaches and associated parks. 

2.  In these days of social media, word will quickly spread that campervans are welcome to park on the Piha beachfront 
and other park access points.  Campervans are frequently very large truck sized vehicles, and occupants naturally 
spread themselves to occupy the area surrounding their vans with their camping tables, surfboards, bikes and other gear 
associated with camping and enjoying themselves outdoors. 

I find the prioritising of freedom campers over Auckland citizens to be a highly undesirable and inequitable proposition. 

3.  Regardless of the rules that are supporsed to be in place, I know from first-hand obeservations, that freedom campers 
prefer to occupy the one toilet block on mid-beach to do their washing and personal ablutions, hair-washing etc, so that 
they can avoid using their their own water and waste-water facilities, and so avoid having to refill their vans with water or 
empty septic holding tanks. The fact that this is against the rules will not stop this from happening. 

Piha has a well appointed camping ground which is available throughout the summer season, with the revenue going to 
local operators. 

4.  The vast numbers of Aucklanders visiting the Ranges and associated parks and beaches is a trend that is here to 
stay, and likely to increase as citizens seek to find mental and physical health benefits in troubled and uncertain times.  
This trend has been particularly noticeable recently, and has probably not measured objectively by council teams.  The 
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increasing numbers have taken locals by surprise.  I would urge first hand Council observations over the summer holiday 
period. 

Anawhata and Karekare are equally impacted by this ever increasing numbers of day visitors.   

In conclusion, I request that the Auckland Council retains the existing Freedom Camping regulations in relation to the 
Waitakere Ranges Heritage Area, and does not penalize its citizens in favour of Freedom Campers whose activities are 
most likely to result in exclusion of local visitors to the most desirable locatioins. 

I believe that favouring freedlom campers over local visitors will result in degradation of the areas where they park, 
through general wear and tear, pressure on fragile environments' flora and fauna, and blocking access to the most 
desirable amenities and locations. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable): Keyhole Boardriders 

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 

 

 

 

 



#1605 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. This area already receives high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and cannot accommodate 
more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked, and freedom camping 
will make this worse. 

7. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary 
to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. Freedom Camping blocks already limited safe pedestrian/foot traffic areas. 

6. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

7. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

8. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

9. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road reserves in the Piha, Karekare and Anawhata areas, that is, all roads from the intersection of Piha Road with 
Scenic Drive. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves within forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for day visitors. 

5. The West Coast and parkland is already at capacity from people from Auckland and further afield, with 
overflowing rubbish bins, parking blocking driveways and carparks full often from before midday.  

6. The area cannot accommodate more visitors especially as the bylaw allows parking for days on end. 

7. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being blocked by vehicles, and 
freedom camping will make this worse. 

8. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not 
necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 



#1609 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Piha, Karekare and Anawhata - I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in 
the road 

reserves in the Te Henga/Bethells area, including the Lake Wainamu Carpark, Te Henga Walkway 

Carpark and Bethells Beach Carpark. 

My reasons for this are: 

1. Freedom camping already causes problems of health, hygiene and safety. 

2. Freedom camping already causes damage and risks to the environment such as dunes and 

native vegetation. 

3. Freedom camping in road reserves in forest could spread kauri dieback. 

4. Freedom camping at beachfronts and entrances to tracks and beaches will block access for 

day visitors. 

5. This area already receives high visitation from people from Auckland and further afield, and 

cannot accommodate more visitors who will take up parking spaces for days on end. 

6. There are already issues with access for emergency vehicles such as fire trucks being 

blocked, and freedom camping will make this worse. 
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7. There is provision for camping by campervans within regional parks and at the Piha 

campground so it is not necessary to provide further sites. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitākere Ranges 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted?  

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
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people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I wish to see freedom camping prohibited in all road reserves and car parking areas in the road 

reserves in the Te Henga/Bethells area, including the Lake Wainamu Carpark, Te Henga Walkway 

Carpark and Bethells Beach Carpark. 

I have lived in the Bethells area since 1986, and typically visit Te Henga and O’Neills at least once per 

week, all year round. Since the mid 1980’s, there has been a steep increase in visitors to the area, 

reflecting an increase in population density in the greater Tāmaki Makaurau area in general. This 

increase in people visiting the area has brought with it a number of problems and complications, and 

I strongly believe that opening the area up to freedom campers will make these current, significant 

difficulties even worse. 

1. Traffic volume and access. There is a constant traffic jam from just before Tasman View 

Road, all the way to the Bethells beach car park, from November to April each year. Vehicles 

are parked zig-zag across yellow lines, people move cones aside to park, people walk 

(including with young children) on the road to get to Lake Wainamu, Te Henga, or their cars. 

This creates a hazard for pedestrians and people driving. There is no clear access for 
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emergency vehicles, creating a major safety hazard. Often, local community members take 

shifts in ‘traffic patrol’ to move cars along to avoid gridlock. People who live locally cannot 

even access their closest beach, due to the volume of cars and people. I have witnessed 

multiple small accidents (side swipes, people backing into other cars) due to too many cars 

in too little space. Having freedom campers added to the volume of vehicle and people will 

create further hazards (accidents, no emergency vehicle access). 

2. Rubbish. Due to the increased volume of visitors, there has been a very significant increase 

in rubbish left behind in the car park, on walkway, roadways and the beach. I cannot count 

the number of times I have collected glass bottles, pizza boxes, plastic bags, items of 

clothing, drug paraphrenalia (nags) and other rubbish from the Te Henga / Wainamu area. 

This obviously very harmful to our fragile ecosystem. Adding overnight freedom campers will 

clearly increase the amount of rubbish being left behind and this is completely undesirable. 

3. Lack of sanitation facilities. At present, from November to April each year, the single shower 

by the Te Henga beach entrance is already overly busy, leading to a huge, festering bog of 

stagnant water sitting in a huge puddle across the toilet block entrance. Having freedom 

campers there (even when self-contained) will inevitably lead to more dirty water running 

off from the showers, and this will most likely be contaminated with shampoo and soap. It is 

easy to put up signs advising freedom campers to use their own shower, however in actual 

fact, it is impossible to ensure that people will actually stick to the rules. Furthermore, at present, the toilets are often in a 
filthy state (particularly with the sanitary bins overflowing) 

and again, freedom campers will inevitably use facilities, which will add to the mess. This is 

likely to further worsen the state of the lagoon, which is already so contaminated with e-coli 

and other toxins that it is never clean enough for safe swimming. The available facilities 

simply cannot cope with more (semi-permanent) visitors. 

4. Environmental damage. Te Henga beach is a fragile ecosystem, with dunes, dune 

vegetation, dotterels nesting on the beach, and frequent sightings of seals and penguins. 

Due to the current volume of visitors, this fragile ecosystem is already on the brink of being 

overrun. Each year, dotterel chicks lose their lives to off-leash dogs (despite multiple 

warning signs). People also run all over the dunes (despite warning signs). People do not 

follow rules printed on a sign. Adding freedom campers into the mix will increase the volume 

of people, thereby negatively impacting on the dune ecosystem and on the native fauna 
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(dotterels) trying to survive. 

5. Fire risk. There is a significantly increased risk of fire by allowing people to spend the night. 

Again, warning signs do not deter people from acting in the moment. Only yesterday (28 

November 2021), a camp fire originating from Muriwai Beach caused 25 hectares of 

vegetation to be burnt down at Woodhill, and we do not want this risk at Te Henga or Lake 

Wainamu. https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/456736/firefighters-and-threehelicopters- 

battle-woodhill-forest-fire 

6. Noise pollution. Since the increase in visitor numbers, there are numerous people who bring 

large portable stereo speakers to the beach and lake. They play very loud music in total 

disregard of the fact that other visitors may not want to hear their music. It is very likely that 

allowing freedom campers will increase the noise pollution, particularly late at night, 

affecting homes closer to the beach area. 

7. Other campsites are already available. There is provision for camping by campervans within 

regional parks and at the Piha campground so it is not necessary to provide further sites. 

In summary, at present, the Te Henga / Lake Wainamu area is already unable to cope with the 

volume of visitors, creating traffic hazards, blocking emergency vehicle access, leaving rubbish 

behind, damaging the ecosystem and overwhelming the toilet and shower facilities. Freedom 

campers would make the current problems infinitely worse, and in addition, create a fire hazard 

from camp fires. There is daily evidence that the general public do not follow rules printed on a sign, 

and it is unlikely that freedom campers would be any more responsible than the general public. 

I therefore strongly oppose permitting freedom campers on the Te Henga / Wainamu area. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Freedom camping should not be permitted in any part of the Waitemeta Local Board area. I have witnessed dozens and 
dozens of “self contained” camper vans parked on the streets around Basque Park, and have also seen many of the 
campers use the park for toileting purposes. There are no facilities. There is no enforcement. It is a health hazard.  

Just to be very clear - my issue is with campers, not homeless Aucklanders sleeping in their vehicles. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please include Basque Park in your scope - and do not allow freedom camping in the area. 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I don't know 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know? I'm not personally affected by freedom camping/ability to freedom 
camp, but I wonder if it's still an issue in 2021, considering the lack of international tourism. 

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

considering the lack of international tourists, is it still needed? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

As Above  

A vehicle should not be classified as SC unless it has a fixed toilet with holding tank. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? this is a very popular place 
with locals and should be kept for locals as its already very crowded. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? it is too small. This carpark is 
very popular with people using it for access to Cox Bay park and sports fields as this gets crowded and not 
enough parking already. Also takes up parks for the 2 club houses nearby. Parking for these amenities is already 
at capacity and should be kept as a carpark only. Is funded by ratepayers and shouldn't be used for camping 
when the carpark services ratepayer amenities. 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: No maximum stay gives campers the best opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripNot 
setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Stop freedom camping. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):They shld not b able to freedom camp in any 
vehcal. 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I live in frenchbay...we constantly hve people camplng on the beach in vehicals and tents..people staying..sleeping in 
cars.vans..for many days at a time...in car park..making huge noise though the night..taking over the toilet block..so 
residents cant use them..totl disaster..no concil enforcement...stop freedom campng here.. 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping impnges 
on the publics ability to enjoy our area..an area that through our rates we hve paid to enjoy...residents frm outside 
of akl should pay for accomdation 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 



#117 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A one-night stay still gives campers some 
opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other 
users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: Having a set departure time will help with 
enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The rules are irrelevant without enough people to enforce it and without a penalty.  What happens when people do NOT 
abide by the rules?  The usual New Zealand punishment, i.e. nothing, nothing and more nothing or maybe a wet piece of 
paper?   

Some of these idiots are ruining our country, one day at a time, one selfish asshole at a time.   

You also need heaps of trash bins and to make sure they are disposed of at least once daily.  If you don't people will just 
throw their trash onto the reserves, street, or just out the front door of their vehicle.  I have seen it too often.  There needs 
to be huge fines involved and to be able to confiscate their vehicle if it is an on-going issue. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

The fines are far too small and there needs to be a minimum fine they have to go to court.  There is no way someone 
should be able to walk away for under $2000.00 plus court costs.  The spot fines should be $500 and be able to collect 
immediately.  If they cannot pay, the vehicle can be confiscated.  We also need enough people to enforce the laws.  IF 
no one enforces them, then NZers will never, ever obey them.  Ever.  Unfortunately, NZers are the trashiest people I 
have ever seen.  I have lived in 20 countries and NZer rates the highest for leaving their crap everywhere and for criminal 
aggression for bringing it to their attention. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Fully support the general rules, particularly the two night maximum stay.  uncomfortable with proposed sites, particularly 
Coxes Bay, other cities in the world don't allow free camping so close to the city centre, I'd suggest free camping be kept 
15-20km from city centre/densly populated urban areas.    We have hostels and paid for camp grounds if people want to 
stay closer. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I do not want people pitching 
tents (their is no parking in the area  marked) in the park. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There has previously been 
free camping in this area and it was a mess.   OK with parking in lower section by motorway/harbour as not being 
utilised but do not want as before freedom campers to taking over Pt Erin swimming pool carpark.  Parking is 
already insufficient. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is home to New 
Zealands largest sports club, home to over 200 football teams,  many small children frequent the area & parking/ 
free space  is already insufficient.   Motat at one point was also looking to charge for parking in the some of the 
area indicated 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Whislt area remain 
undeveloped it could be utilised for freedom camping. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This area heavily shaded and 
damp - not suitable for campping.   It is also very small and I believe the bush behind it would quickly become a 
dumping ground for rubbish, 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think a small charge should 
also apply to this site. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Personally I agree we should protect areas and restrict freedom campers ability to 
negatively impact an area. 

If a space has toilets that can be used and a drain for grey water (serviced) I don't feel campers should have to have a 
self contained certificate. If someone just needs to sleep in their car somewhere over night I feel anyone has that right 
without fear of a fine. 

A 2 night maximum stay i think is a great idea, with vacate by times and no return by date also. This will stop people 
squatting effectively, can't "set us a home base" etc. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
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water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 
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Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain): I think a no return date period is a good idea but there 
would need to be at least 7 (2 nights at each) freedom camping areas someone can stay to cycle through them. 

Auckland is outrageously expensive to live so if someone needs to live in their van they should be able to remain in the 
area jumping around sites still able to be local to work etc. 

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

$200 dollars is i think too high for someone who spent their night in a car somewhere, perhaps too tired to drive, over the 
limit, random 1 night stay somewhere, $200 waaaay too high, its more than a hotel room! 

BUT if someone is caught or suspected of toileting, damaging the environment, culture, disturbing people $200 could be 
increased. 

So in summary the fine amount should be situational 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain): DOC and commercial operators make available ample good camping facilities 
throughout the region. Commercial operators pay rates and license fees to operate and contribute financially  to the 
regions. Many (most freedom campers are not Auckland rate payers but use ratepayer facilities without making a 
contribution 

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The general rules are good but achieve nothing without enforcement. There are unscrupulous campervan companies 
that fit a portable toilet in a sealed bag, state it is self contained but offer a refund if the seal is not broken when the 
vehicle is returned. These don't comply as self contained however their client base doesn't care because their motivation 
is to minimise cost. They will avoid or break rules if they believe they can do so without penalty. The issue is not with the 
law abiding, it is with those who don't care about the rules 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I strongly support the enforcement powers and if anything would prefer stronger powers 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Why would you attempt to refuse access to these locations - especially those with 
public toilets nearby, such as Point Erin, Devonport etc. If there is ANY issue in these areas then the obnvious solution is 
to built bullet proof, concrete and steel toilets that CAN be used by Freedom campers - and ENCOURAGE them to stay 
in locations where there is free parking, without upsetting the locals - For example, I live close to Point Erin Park and 
have never had a problem with freedom campers parking there. Quite the opposite in fact, they are often keen to meet 
the locals and engage in conversation. You should be ENCOURAGING Freedom Campers not stopping them! 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? It's obvious - Build MORE regulated and approved freedom camping sites WITH public 
toilets AND paid for SHOWERS. Make them MORE welcome so the DO use Regulated sites rather than block them out - 
and force them to look for unregulated sites! 

Eden Park Car parks, Mt Smart car parks for instance, Rugby club car parks etc - for overnight parking ONLY. Allow 
sports clubs to charge for the use of the Showers and toilet facilities - and then OFFER the car parks to ensure freedom 
campers use those places, rather than just park wherever they wish! 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this 
proposal, providing sites suitable for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule 
without referencing the National Standard. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Why make it difficult to police - How are you going to know that someone stayed in 
the same car park less than two weeks previously for example - fewer silly rules make it easier to obey the obviously 
needed ones! 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I suggest say a week's approved stay - after all we do 
want them to enjoy theyr stay in Auckland, spend money, enjoy restaurants, the environment and learn of our culture. 
shorter stays are most likely to be the norm, but why FORCE them to move? Once the 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): 10 am is a better time to require vacation of teh site - 
BUT in weekends perhaps this could be extended to midday - the campers might have been out at a concert, a 
restaurant or a theatre production the evning before and in the weekends it is unlikely to 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

The fewer intelligent rules the better. Make them welcome, charge them a nominal fee if necessary for Showers, but 
build more "bullet proof" public toilets that help them obey the common sense rules - and then step away - we don't need 
an army of Gestapo officers making a nuisance of themselves and ruining our reputation. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Fines should be nominal, easy to pay instantly, (portable eftpos only available to approved/certified staff to avoid fraud 
and/or theft) and extreme leniency should be observed (we don't need the parking Nazi's to go mad issuing fines) - we 
want to welcome visitors, and encourage them to enjoy their stay! 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why shut down the location 
when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make them accessible - build 
toilets, but charge them if necessary! 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? After hours this area is not 
used by anyone - but they would need to be gone by 0800am to cater for the workers catching  ferries - and in 
this instance at weekends. 

 



#231 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is absolutely NO 
reason not to allow freedom campers to park in this area - I know it well and it would be perfect - there are 
already public toilets there - they just need an upgrade! 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? 10am 
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Other (please specify): 7am 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? It is a difficult option to guess the 
solution, but unlikely to be overcrowded - there still needs to be space for the commuters using the ferries - but it 
is an ideal location for  campers - perhaps this site should be a test it and see location! 

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

They are not restricting views, and are out of the way! 

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an obvious site for 
Freedom campers - the same as the Forest Hill site - close to the motorway - but out of the way! 

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area overnight! 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT to 
allow Freedom campers to stay in this area overnight! 

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 



#231 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area overnight! 

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Who else will use this space 
overnight> Btw the Answer is Nobody!  
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Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Who else will use this space 
overnight> Btw the Answer is Nobody! 

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Who else will use this space 
overnight> Btw the Answer is Nobody! 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why shut down the location 
overnight?  

Make the site accessible - build toilets, but charge them if necessary! 

Again, There is no valid reason NOT to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area overnight. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

Who else will be sing the area overnight!? No-one! 

 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Overnight parking would 
seem to be common sense - but are there toilets there? If not Build them - for ALL visitors use! 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build toilets but charge them if necessary! 

 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, the campers are likely to spend money in the region? Make 
them accessible - build better toilets (with showers but charge) them if necessary! 

They do no harm in this area - and it is close to the bridge, nice walks, restaurants, public houses and bars, and 
the CBD by bus. I live nearby - and have always believed this car park is underused over night and is a perfect 
location for Freedom camping! The toilets already exist - but perhaps a shower block would make sense. Build it 
from Concrete and Steel and charge them for a shower! 

 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? There is no valid reason NOT 
to allow Freedom campers to stay in this area. 

Why shut down the location when by having it there, council are "containing" the area as opposed to forcing them 
to find other spots!  
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I have had Campers park outside my home, and couldn't care less - I enjoy meeting them, they are invariable 
agreeable people, and they stay a few days and are gone!  

Where is the problem? 

Make the locations more accessible - build toilets and shower blocks but charge them if necessary! 

 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? An obvious location for 
Freedom campers - with a 10am departure time - there is no reason NOT to have campervans in this area - It 
would be a perfect sport of a decent public toilet and shower blocks for all..... It should always be free parking 
here - as a lot of Pacific Island families fish from this location - and that is always fun to watch and chat with 
them! (I walk in this area regularly). 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade? 
Maximum stay, No-return period 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify): 5 nights+ 

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? I live in this area - I LIKE having 
freedom campers in the area 0 generally they are good people, keen to experience all that is great about 
Auckland and will conform to the few common sense and easily understood rules - we need Public Toilets and a 
Pay Shower system, but other than that we should be WELCOMING them to our areas! 
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Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, but with 
different restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve? 
Maximum stay, Departure time 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? 2 nights 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): Other suggestion: Whenever the Zoo or Motat open,s for business -  unless the 
Freedom campers are visiting those locations and just arrived the night before! 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is an area that visitors will 
WANT to visit so we should make provision to improve the location with proper public toilets and a Pay shower 
system if possible! 

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Certainly has like Tamaqui drive should be permanently off-limits to campus for overnight stays. 

Provide a specific area where they are able to access. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 



#569 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 3 of 6920 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach or similar. Freedom Camping on any residential street is not 
appropriate. The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect 
residential streets and areas 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): “I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 
The Council’s General Rules” will be ineffectual and also unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets 
and roads 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

i own property both at Omaha Rodney, and in Herne Bay Auckland 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I object to the Council’s proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of 
Auckland to Freedom 

Campers, especially at Omaha Beach. Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I do not support any freedom camping in residential streets ,I had my fill of it before 
covid ,people no do care where they defecate ,who will police this ,who ever thought this was a good idea needs to be 
sacked. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No freedom camping in residential streets ,what is the matter with you people this is appalling who wants camper vans 
outside their homes . 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Please do not allow it in residential streets  ,we put up with it in our street in Parnell for ages ,they dumped their rubbish 
,dumped their old vans and cooked on the berms . 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Its a culturally significant area 
that doesn't need freedom campers  . 

 

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Its a dangerous place after 
dark at the best of times why make it worse. 

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Also a dodgy area 

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Don't know the area well 
cannot comment. 

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? I don't know 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? don't know the area well 
cannot comment 

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Its a parking space for 
Aucklander's using this area to dine or go to the theatre. 

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? I don't know 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Don't know area well 

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? People  park there to access 
Western Springs 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I object to the Councils proposal in its entirety in regard to opening up the streets of Auckland to Freedom Campers.  
Freedom Camping on residential streets is not appropriate.  The Council's General Rules will be ineffectual and also 
unenforceable and in practice will not protect residential streets and roads. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

About time - people taking advantage of NZ generosity at expense of environment.  Clean it up asap 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Freedom campers should be subject to some basic rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to prevent any problems 
caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not necessary to impose 
basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Provide facilities at sites known for freedom camping . Wardens to patrol and communicate 
about waste disposal 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? The no return rule would negatively impact 
people in times of lockdown who are unable to leave auckland 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 
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We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I do not have a problem with freedom camping 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health 
and safety in un-serviced areas, Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#1297 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 1 of 6920 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: It makes sense to match our self-containment 
requirements to the National Standard, It would be too hard to enforce the self-containment rule without referencing the 
National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a 
stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, The general rules will 
unfairly impact some people 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay for an indefinite 
period in the same road or off-road parking area (no maximum stay rule) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a maximum stay rule 
is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should not have to leave by a set time 
(no set departure time rule) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Not setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much 
more likely that they will visit local businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their tripNot 
setting a departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it much more likely that they will visit local 
businesses 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restriction 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restritions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without 
any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina? 
Maximum number of vehicles, Maximum stay, Departure time, No-return period, Proposed location of freedom 
camping parking spaces within this area 

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site? There shouldn’t be 
a maximum number 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site? There shouldn’t be a maximum stay 

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site? There shouldn't be a set departure time 

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? There shouldn't be a no-return period 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 



#1309 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any 
restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? By providing specific, monitored camping designated areas specifically for 
freedom campers. 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? By requiring specific licences for the vehicle and occupants. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

I would like to see heavy penalties for breaching the bylaw - including impounding of vehicles, large fines ($1000+) to act 
as a deterrent.  I am concerned about freedom camping being used by the homeless - (which is a significant issue that 
needs greater consideration in Auckland) 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  



#1370 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 4 of 6920 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 



#1399 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Freedom camping totally 
innapproriate. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Absurd to even consider it. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Waitematā 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): The maximum stay rule for designated Freedom 
Camping sites should ONLY be one night . Freedom camping should be  prohibited in all residentail streets. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Freedom camping in designated areas should 
vacate by 7.30 am at the latest. 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Being able to return opens the door for the homeless to rotate through designated 
Freedom camping areas 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

There are three important  zones in the Waitemata area that have to be designated Prohibited Freedom camping sites 
and they are Westhaven Marina (all car parks),Victoria Park (car parks) and St Mary's Park accessed from the bottom of 
St Mary's Road 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should not be allowed in this area 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I 
support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal, It makes sense to match our self-containment requirements to the N 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): I think three nights is more reasonable, but it depends 
on how popular the area is. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra 
restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule, Having a set departure time will help with enforcing 
the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A no-return period will help with enforcing the 
maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? This is a pleasant area in a 
good location and lots of space for picnicking. I don't see the problem! 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think this is unfair and 
bending to the wishes of the wealthy. Freedom camping in Whau and Puketepapa is ok, but not good enough for 
the North Shore snobs? 
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Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It seems there is plenty of 
space here. 

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? It seems there is plenty of 
space here. 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and 
I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, 
and I support the proposed restrictions 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? Yes – restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the 
proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? If no one is using the library 
after hours there should be no reason not to have a few vehicles there. 

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? Yes – 
restricted freedom camping should be allowed, and I support the proposed restrictions 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Perhaps one night so 
campers can enjoy the walkway and make room for others. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems 
caused by freedom camping could move from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

you do not seek to mention vechile lenght 

there are a lot of vechiles over 9 metres in lenght 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local 
businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 
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Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: There are better ways to protect the environment, 
public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, There are better ways to 
prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to unregulated areas nearby, It is not 
necessary to impose basic rules on freedom campers everywhere in Auckland, The general rules will unfairly impact 
some people. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): Blanket rules on everyone to stop a few causing problems is restrictive to those who 
are respectful of the area 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause? Provide toilet facilities at sites - have public pay showers in central areas like 
at libraries . Provide a facility for people to take their rubbish. Cctv for security and help identify people not behaving 
respectfully 

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby? Be proactive in helping people causing problems as they are probably homeless and 
struggling - they need support more than restrictions - too many people can’t afford rent - so tackle housing and 
employment and living wage, free education and help people move on if they want to. Most people would probably prefer 
an affordable safe warm room than a car. 

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people? Blanket rules restrict leisure users and don’t 
allow for use if space is available 

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  
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Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – I support another rule about self-containment (please 
explain) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain):Toilet only requirement - but even people in 
fancy mohos don’t always use their loos because they don’t like having to empty them! Provide toilets as much as 
possible - composting toilets are low maintenance and easy to install in out of the way places 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Dependent of place and demand - obviously permanent 
dwelling is not desirable but if there is space, respectful use and perhaps a let arrival time for people who have exceeded 
a suggested length of stay  - site dependent 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  
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Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain) 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain): Site dependent rather than blanket rule and if you 
are not stopping others using a facility - some places charge a parking fee after a set time like in Whangarei carpark 

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Again - site dependent and depending on if a problem is caused 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? I think the problem is that 
homeless people may use the area and as It’s near residential housing  it upsets locals — deal with the housing  
crisis and get people off the streets 

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Why Not! So long as people 
respect the residents and are not involuntarily homeless and needing help 

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? So long as facilities in place 
and campers are respectful 

 

Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area-specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping 
should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Looks like a good place to 
me 

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area? Places of beauty should be 
available to freedom campers too 
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Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed  with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to 
the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be 
allowed with are specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed 
subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 
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Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area 
specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific rules 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 
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Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general 
rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area? No – 
freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  
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What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific 
restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the 
general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed subject to the general rules 
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 



#187 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard 
waste storage per occupant, so a two-night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, A two-
night stay will prevent campers staying in an area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A 
two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already 
the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter rule is not necessary, If freedom camping starts to cause problems 
somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: It is not necessary to impose basic rules on freedom 
campers everywhere in Auckland 

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  
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Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): All of these rules and regulations only ever go one way - bureaucracy and limitations 
on freedom 

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Leave us free, cut it out! 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Albert-Eden Local Board area 

Prohibited site 

Heron Park 1625-1627 Great North Road, Waterview, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  

 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Aotea/Great Barrier Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Blind Bay (parking area by wharf) Opposite 670 Blind Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Goosebury Flat, Shoal Bay Opposite 418 Shoal Bay Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Medlands Beach carpark Sandhills Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Old Service Centre75-81 Hector Sanderson Road, Great Barrier Island, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Queens Parade, Devonport, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Becroft Park Reserve8A Becroft Drive, Forrest Hill, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Franklin Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Manukau Heads - Orpheus Road boat ramp, Manukau Heads, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai - Maraetai Community Hall ground 12 Rewa Road, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Park and foreshore 188 Maraetai Drive, Maraetai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Orere Point - Prohibited siteOrere Point Library and grounds Corner of Orere Point Road and Howard 
Roadi, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Maraetai - Recreation and parking, Colson Lane 18 Carlton Crescent, Maraetai. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Colson Lane?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 
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Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maraetai Dressing Sheds Reserve 1R Maraetai Drive, Maraetai. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Maraetai Dressing Sheds 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site? 

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiuku - Waiuku Service Centre12 King Street, Waiuki. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Waiuku Service Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify): 

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Henderson-Massey Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Fred Taylor Park184 Fred Taylor Drive, Whenuapai, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

McLeod Park200 McLeod Road, Te Atatu South, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited 
in this area?  
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Central and Central One2-6 Henderson Valley Road, Henderson, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 
 
Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Trusts Arena Central Park Drive, Henderson. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in 
this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Trusts Arena?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Hibiscus & Bays Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Metro Park (East) 218 Millwater Parkway, Silverdale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Gulf Harbour Marina, Hammerhead Reserve 40 Gulf Harbour Drive, Guld Harbour. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Gulf Harbour Marina?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Howick Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Pakuranga Community Hall 346 Pakuranga Road, Howick, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Flat Bush Road entrance and Ormiston Activity Centre) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush, 
do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Barry Curtis Park (Stancombe Road entrace) 58 Stancombe Road, Flat Bush, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Barry Curtis Park (parking area off Chapel Road, St Paul's area) 163 Chapel Road, Flat Bush. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Barry Curtis Park (St Paul's 
area)?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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27 Moore Street carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Moore Street carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

20-24 Uxbridge Road carpark, Howick. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this 
area?  
 

Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Uxbridge Road carpark?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area? 

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Manurewa Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Weymouth Community Hall 11 Beihlers Road, Manurewa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Maungakiekie-Tāmaki Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Gloucester Park North 62 Onehunga Mall, Onehunga, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Taumanu Reserve (Onehunga foreshore) Orpheus Drive, Onehunga. Do you agree that freedom camping 
should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Taumanu Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōrākei Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

St Heliers Community Library and Hall32 St Heliers Bay Road, St Heliers, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

Restricted sites 

Carpark on Road Reserve by Anderson's Beach Reserve Near intersection of Riddell Road and 
Glendowie Road, Glendowie. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Anderson's Beach 
Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara-Papatoetoe Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 
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Hayman Park 51-55 Lambie Drive, Manukau, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ōtara Centre, Town Centre and Bairds Road playground Bairds Road, Ōtara, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Papakura Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Hingaia Reserve Near 380 Hingaia Road, Hingaia. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Hingaia Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Puketāpapa Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Margaret Griffen Park 16-38 Griffen Park Road, Mount Roskill. Do you agree that freedom camping should 
be restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Margaret Griffen Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Rodney Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Helensville - Helensville Civic Centre Grounds 49 Commercial Road, Helensville, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Huapai - Huapai Service Centre/Kumeu Library 24 Oraha Road, Huapai, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waimauku - Waimauku War Memorial Hall 22 Waimauku Station Road, Waimauku, do you agree that 
freedom camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Leigh - Leigh Library and grounds15 Cumberland Street, Leigh, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Ti Point - Ti Point walkway Ti Point Road, Ti Point, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Pakiri - Pakiri Hall grounds1026 Pakiri Road, Pakiri, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - Warkworth Town Hall grounds2 Alnwick Street, WarkworthD, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Port Albert - Port Albert Wharf Reserve carpark Adjacent to Wharf Road, Port Albert. Do you agree that 
freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Port Albert Wharf?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Snells Beach - Whisper Cove (adjacent parking on road reserve) 70 Kokihi Lane, Snells Beach. Do you 
agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Whisper Cove?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Warkworth - 8 Church Hill carpark, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Church Hill?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Parry Kauri Park 32 Tudor Collins Drive, Warkworth. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Parry Kauri Park?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wellsford - Wellsford Community Centre grounds1 Matheson Road, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wellsford Community 
Centre?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  
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Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

118 Rodney Street, Wellsford. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at 118 Rodney Street?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Upper Harbour Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

North Shore Memorial Park235 Schnapper Rock Road, Schnapper Rock, do you agree that freedom 
camping should be prohibited in this area?  
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Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Jack Hinton Drive Adjacent to Rosedale Park, Rosedale, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Kennedy Point Wharf carpark Donald Bruce Road, Surfdale, do you agree that freedom camping should 
be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Onetangi Cemetery 191 Onetangi Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?   

 

Onetangi Sports Park (Rangihoua) 133-165 O'Brien Road, Onetangi, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waiheke Island Artworks 2-4 Korora Road, Oneroa, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed without any restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Waitematā Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Highwic House 40 Gillies Avenue, Epsom, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in 
this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Myers Park 72 Greys Avenue, Auckland Central, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Outhwaite Park 53 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Point Erin Park 94 Shelly Beach Road, Ponsonby, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Seddon Fields 180 Meola Road, Point Chevalier, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wynyard (tank farm) Brigham Street and Hamer Street, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area?  
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Restricted sites 

Cox's Bay Esplanade West End Road, Herne Bay. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
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Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Cox's Bay Esplanade?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Carpark opposite Western Springs Reserve 820 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. Do you agree that freedom 
camping should be restricted in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Western Springs Reserve?  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Whau Local Board area 

Restricted sites 

Valonia Reserve carpark 35 Valonia Road, New Windsor. Do you agree that freedom camping should be 
restricted in this area?  
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Valonia Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  

 

Wingate Reserve 43 Wingate Street, Avondale. Do you agree that freedom camping should be restricted 
in this area?  
 
 
Which of the proposed restrictions for this area would you want to change at Wingate Reserve?  
 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum number of vehicles allowed at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate maximum stay at this site?  

Other (please specify):  
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What do you think is the appropriate departure time at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 

What do you think is the appropriate no-return period at this site?  

Other (please specify):  

 
Where do you think the freedom camping parking spaces should be located within this area?  

 

Do you have any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Vehicles are required to have three days’ onboard waste storage per occupant, so a one-
night maximum stay will help encourage responsible dumping of waste, Requiring vehicles to move on the following 
morning will prevent campers from blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent 
longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, 
but this is less of a priority than protecting access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Waitākere Ranges Local Board area 

Prohibited sites 

Entrance of Goldie Bush walkway Horseman Road, Waitākere, do you agree that freedom camping 
should be prohibited in this area? Yes 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Going in and out of Piha is a 
nightmare in high season as it is.  Allowing further freedom camping areas will mean more traffic, more 
dangerous driving conditions, worse effects on the access road, which is in constant state of disrepair. 

 

Lopdell Hall and House 418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi, do you agree that freedom camping should be 
prohibited in this area? No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area? Vehicles should not be 
allowed in or out during peak traffic hours, 8-9.15am and 3-6pm 

 

Sandys Parade, Laingholm Bay, do you agree that freedom camping should be prohibited in this area? 
No – freedom camping should be allowed with area specific restrictions 
 

Tell us why and any other comments you would like to make about this area?  
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety in un-serviced areas, and council has not identified any serviced areas in 
this proposal 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity to 
enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a stricter 
rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, If freedom camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by 
putting extra restrictions just in that area, rather than having a stricter general rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra restrict 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

Signage will have to be very clear and refer to the 3 categories.  Existing signage will have to be replaced which I have 
seen referring merely to "overnight parking" which is not the intended subject of this. 

The rules should encourage the use of urban carparks which are little-used at night and close to businesses which are 
open early and late.  This would require a "one-night" rule for 9am departure but with return allowed after working hours.  
This means that "campers" would enjoy the rural areas during the day but return at night to give business to urban areas 
which are better lit, more secure and often have toilet facilities nearby. 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although no serviced areas have been identified in this proposal, providing sites suitable 
for non-self-contained vehicles should be a priority for council 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Stay could be allowed maximum of 5 days 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should not be required to be 
self-contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The kind of vehicle used for freedom camping in Auckland should be a personal choice, 
Using a vehicle that is not self-contained does not pose a risk to the environment or public health and safety, The cost of 
buying, hiring, or converting to a self-contained vehicle is too high, and that could mean some people can’t afford to 
freedom camp in Auckland. Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): I have a certified self-contained vehicle, so I know from personal experience and 
anecdotally from others, that many people do not use their toilet in their vehicle. It's a hassle to empty and clean, and it's 
actually pretty easy to get by just using public toilets. The people who dump their waste or go to the toilet outside don't 
have any regard for the environmental or public health impacts, and self-containment rules aren't going to stop them. 
Better education and providing more facilities/keeping facilities open over night would be a better way to achieve the 
intended outcomes. Plus there are other bylaws that can be used to managed illegal dumping of waste. 

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? Yes – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two 
nights in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view: A two-night stay will prevent campers staying in an 
area longer-term, blocking others’ access to parking or other amenities, A two-night stay gives campers more opportunity 
to enjoy the area and support local businesses, Shorter stays are already the norm for most freedom campers, so a 
stricter rule is not necessary 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 
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A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? Yes – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 9am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view: 9am would be more convenient for campers than 
8am, but still protects access to shared parking or amenities for other users during standard business hours, If freedom 
camping starts to cause problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting extra rest 

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

I know you state that homeless people staying in their cars will be dealt with using a compassionate or education 
approach, and that enforcement will be at the discretion of the enforcement officer but I just don't think this sort of 
approach is robust enough to ensure that the rights of these vulnerable people are safeguarded. Removing the 
requirement for self containment would make a big difference to prevent homeless people being targeted or wrongly 
penalised. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: Freedom campers should be subject to some basic 
rules wherever they stay in Auckland – no areas should be available for unlimited or indefinite freedom camping 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? No – freedom camping vehicles should be self-contained, but 
they shouldn’t have to be certified 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment and/or public 
health and safety, but the council should decide what makes a vehicle ‘self-contained’ 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

Local council's should provide far more toilet and rubbish facilities to enable more freedom camping areas. Different 
degrees of self containment should be designated in different areas. Minimum requirement chemical toilet 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

No return for 5 days better as most people only holiday for approx 10 days and may want to revisit friends or family etc. 
But how do you police these rules anyway. 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 

Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 
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 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained UNLESS staying in a serviced area (noting that there are no serviced areas in the current proposal) 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Although council has not identified any serviced areas in this proposal, I am aware of 
serviced areas on public land which should be included 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain) 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain): Max 5 nights. 2 nights is not enough, 7 too many. 

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 10am on the day of departure 
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No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: A later departure time will be more convenient for campers, and make it more likely that 
they will visit local businesses, 10am is a typical check-out time if you are paying for accommodation, so it makes sense 
to align with this 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? No – freedom campers should be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area at any time (no no-return period rule) 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Campers should have the right to come back to favourite places during their trip, A no-
return period is not necessary: most campers don’t return to the same place, If freedom camping starts to cause 
problems somewhere, this is better managed by putting re 

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 



#605 

Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw 2021 January 2022 Page 2 of 6920 

 

Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I do not support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view: Another reason (please explain) 

Another reason (please explain): You won't be able to enforce it! You can't enforce regular noise violations now, what 
makes you think you could possibly enforce this. Keep it simple: define smaller and specific sites where they can camp 
and forbid it everywhere else. 

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, It makes sense to match 
our self-containment requirements to the National Standard 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule? No – freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of one 
night in the same road or off-road parking area 

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring vehicles to move on the following morning will prevent campers from blocking 
others’ access to parking or other amenities during the day, and prevent longer-term stays, A one-night stay still gives 
campers some opportunity to enjoy the area and support local businesses, but this is less of a priority than protecting 
access for other users of public space 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 
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If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule? No – freedom campers should have to vacate their parking 
space by 8am on the day of departure 

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view: Requiring campers to leave at 8am, before standard business hours begin, protects 
access to shared parking or other amenities for other users – which is more of a priority than campers’ convenience, 
Having a set departure time will help with enforcing the maximum stay rule 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule? Yes – freedom campers shouldn’t be able to return to stay in the 
same road or parking area within a two-week period 

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view: A two-week non-return period helps prevent people 
staying in one area long-term, which protects access to shared parking and amenities for other users, Having a shorter 
no-return period means campers would be able to return to a favourite place if they wa 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule? Yes – freedom camping vehicles should be certified self-
contained 

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view: The use of non-self-contained vehicles poses a risk 
to the environment or public health and safety, and shouldn’t be allowed anywhere, on principle, The use of non-self-
contained vehicles poses a risk to the environment or public health and safety in un-s 

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 
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Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  

Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 
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Proposed new Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2021 
We asked for feedback on an earlier version of this Bylaw, in 2018-19. After considering feedback, the council decided to 
develop a new Bylaw proposal. From October 26 to December 5, we asked the public to tell us what they think of this new 
Bylaw proposal. 

We wanted submitters views on whether we have the balance right – between providing a safe and enjoyable experience 
for freedom campers visiting Auckland and protecting our environment, health and safety and access to public space for 
everyone. 

Our Freedom Camping in Vehicles Bylaw will set rules for freedom camping in a vehicle on most council land in Auckland 
to protect: 

 areas that are environmentally or culturally sensitive 
 the health and safety of freedom campers and other users of public space 
 access for everyone to our public places, facilities, and amenities. 

The Bylaw: 

 identifies areas where freedom camping is prohibited 
 identifies areas where freedom camping is restricted and sets the specific rules that apply in these areas 
 sets general rules that apply in all other areas covered by the bylaw (including most roads). 

Reserve land has been excluded from the scope of the proposed Bylaw. This means camping at Auckland’s reserves will 
continue to be managed under the Reserves Act 1977. The Reserves Act 1977 already prohibits all camping on reserves 
unless specific approval is given. You can find out more on our FAQs tab on the right side of the page. 

Note:    this version of the feedback form has been created for the purpose of publishing 
submissions. As such, contact and demographic information has been removed and handwritten 
submissions have been transcribed. 

Submitter details 

Your feedback 

General rules 

About general rules 

The Freedom Camping Act 2011 gives people the right to freedom camp on public land. 

However, the Act also allows councils to make reasonable rules to protect the environment, public health and safety, and 
public access to shared space. 

We’re proposing four general rules that we think will: 

 encourage responsible freedom camping and provide a reasonable minimum level of protection for most public 
places in Auckland 

 make sure people can’t move a short distance from a prohibited or restricted area to camp somewhere without 
any rules, as this could just displace any problems to adjacent areas 

 make sure we’re not limiting people’s right to freedom camp any more than is necessary and justified under the 
Act. 

Organisation (if applicable):  

Your local board: Whau 
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Proposed general rules for Auckland 

The four general rules we’re proposing are: 

 Freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle (the ‘self-containment rule’) 
 Freedom campers must stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road parking area (the 

‘maximum stay rule’) 
 Freedom campers must vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure (the ‘departure time rule’) 
 Freedom campers must not return to stay in the same road or off-road parking area for two weeks (the ‘no-

return period rule’). 

Our rationale for each of the general rules we’re proposing is summarised under the question relating to that rule. 

Where the general rules would apply 

The general rules would apply in any area that is covered by the Bylaw, except for: 

 designated areas where freedom camping is prohibited (listed in Schedule 1) 
 designated areas where freedom camping is restricted (listed in Schedule 2), as these areas have their own 

specific rules. 

This means the general rules will cover most public roadsides and carparks in Auckland. Note: any existing rules that 
control parking in these places – for example road markings and parking restrictions – still apply to freedom camping 
vehicles. 

The general rules would not apply in areas that aren’t covered by the Bylaw, including areas: 

 on private property 
 not managed by council (for example motorways) 
 managed by council under other regulations (e.g. land held under the Reserves Act 1977). 

Do you support the use of general rules for freedom camping in all areas not otherwise prohibited or restricted? 
I support having general rules 

Do you support having general rules because, in your view: General rules are a reasonable way to protect 
Auckland’s environment, public health and safety, and public access from the problems freedom camping can cause, 
Without general rules, there is a risk that any problems caused by freedom camping could move fr 

Another reason (please explain):  

Do you not support having general rules because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

How do you think we can better protect the environment, public health and safety, and public access from the 
problems freedom camping can cause?  

How do you think we can prevent any problems caused by freedom camping moving from regulated areas to 
unregulated areas nearby?  

How do you think the general rules will unfairly impact some people?  

Do you want to comment on why you don't know?  

 

Self-containment rule 

We propose that freedom campers must use a certified self-contained vehicle to stay in any area covered by this rule. 

This means that the vehicle has been inspected and certified as meeting the New Zealand Self-Containment Standard 
(or its equivalent). To meet the standard, a freedom camping vehicle must have an onboard toilet and be able to store 
water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. To find out more about the New Zealand Self-Containment 
Standard, visit our FAQs page. 

We consider freedom campers travelling in these vehicles can camp responsibly in most places in Auckland, because 
they don’t require access to public facilities to meet their basic daily needs. 
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Campers in vehicles that aren’t self-contained would be reliant on Auckland’s limited public facilities to meet their basic 
needs, and this poses a risk to the environment and public health. 

 It makes sense for us to align our expectations for vehicle self-containment with the New Zealand Standard. Referencing 
an existing certification process that is widely used by the industry and other councils will make compliance simpler for 
people who own or hire vehicles, including those from outside Auckland. It will also make checking compliance more 
efficient for our enforcement staff. 

 

Do you support the proposed self-containment rule?  

No – I support another rule about self-containment (please explain): 

Do you support the self-containment rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Maximum stay rule 

We propose that freedom campers should be able to stay a maximum of two nights in the same road or off-road 
parking area, in any area covered by this rule. 

A self-contained freedom camping vehicle must be able to store water and waste for its occupants for at least three days. 
Having a two-night maximum stay will encourage campers to move on and dump their waste responsibly. 

A two-night maximum stay also helps to prevent campers from staying in one parking area long-term, which could impact 
fair access to shared parking and amenities for other users of the area (including other campers). 

We think two nights strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors to Auckland time to 
explore and enjoy an area and support its local businesses. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed maximum stay rule?  

No – I support another maximum stay rule (please explain):  

Do you support the maximum stay rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Set departure time rule 

We propose that freedom campers should have to vacate their parking space by 9am on the day of departure, in any 
area covered by this rule. 

We think 9am strikes the right balance between protecting public access and giving visitors a more enjoyable experience 
during their stay in Auckland. 

A set departure time of 9am ensures turnover of parking spaces, protecting fair access to shared parking and amenities 
for other users of an area during standard business hours. 

Having a departure time rule also supports the enforcement of the maximum stay rule, by making it easier to determine 
whether someone had intended to stay another night. 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Note: areas with high traffic volumes before 9am will usually have parking restrictions in place, and freedom camping 
vehicles must comply with these. 

Do you support the proposed set departure time rule?  

No – I support another set departure time rule (please explain):  
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Do you support the set departure time rule because, in your view:  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

No-return period rule 

We propose that freedom campers can’t return to stay overnight in the same road or off-road parking area for two 
weeks, in any area covered by this rule. 

We think allowing people to return to an area after two weeks strikes the right balance between protecting public access, 
and allowing campers to return to a favourite spot during a longer stay. 

A no-return period helps to prevent campers from moving their vehicle a very short distance to get around the maximum 
stay rule and stay in one location for long periods. Long stays impact fair access to shared parking and amenities for 
other users of the area (including other campers). 

If freedom camping starts to cause problems, we think this is better managed by putting extra restrictions in that area (by 
designating it in Schedule 2 of the Bylaw). 

Do you support the proposed no-return period rule?  

No – I support another no-return period rule (please explain):  

Do you support the no-return period rule because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

Is this because, in your view:  

Another reason (please explain):  

 

Do you have any other comments on the general rules? 

 

Do you have any comments on these other parts of the Bylaw, or any other feedback you would like to give us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




